
Valley Isle Fellowship’s Message for Dec. 20, 2020 
 
Note from Pastor Stephen: 
 This week has been a very busy week especially as we have been trying to deal 
with a COVID-19 situation in our church.  Because of this situation, we have decided to 
take all of the Department of Health recommendations and to even go beyond them in 
order to provide for a safe and worry free environment in which we can worship our 
Lord.  Therefore, for this Sunday, we have cancelled our In-Person service and I am 
providing this message for you to read through.  There are also some links to YouTube 
videos that I pray will also enhance your worship experience. 
 On Thursday, we decided to cancel all of our services through December 27th, 
which would also include our Christmas Eve Service.  However, I am praying through 
this decision and considering how the Lord would address our needs and concerns.  
Please continue to watch for our emails as we keep you informed.  God bless you all and 
have a very Merry Christmas!!! 
 The following videos are meant to help you in your worship of the Lord.  There 
may be some commercials that you might have to endure.  My suggestion is that you 
Skip the Ads as quickly as possible.  I pray that the Lord will bless you as you worship 
Him.  God bless you!!! 

 
Songs of Worship for Valley Isle Fellowship 

December 20, 2020 
 

Phil Wickham - Joy To The World (Joyful, Joyful) (Official Music Video) – (4:11) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtrnuG5wZ-Y 
 
Noel (with Nativity Story video) - Chris Tomlin ft. Lauren Daigle – (4:19) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMqFal5GCbA 
 

Message – Joy To The World 
 
The familiar Christmas Carol goes: “Joy to the world! The Lord is come!”  But we 
know that surrounding the whole Nativity scene, Joseph and Mary had to 
overcome many trials and challenges.  Therefore, before the Joy, there were 
many trials to overcome.  Even for the Lord, many trials to overcome. 
 
An important verse of Scripture that is not usually tied to Christmas, but is deeply 
imbedded in the Christmas Story: 
Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 38  And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from 
God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today 
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. 39  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all 



creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Apostle Paul says that he is “convinced that nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love.” (verse 38)  So a great lesson than can be learned from this 
passage is: 
 
I. Make up your Mind.  
– We need to choose to make up our minds.  In other words, we need to be thoroughly 
convinced. 
 A. Paul was convinced that nothing could separate him from God’s love. 
     Nothing and no one could ever separate him from God’s love.  Take a look at         
              the list that Paul goes through: 
  1. Neither death nor life. 
  2. Neither angels or demons. 
  3. Neither fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow. 
  4. Not even the power of hell can separate us from God’s love. 
  5. No power in the sky above or in the earth below. 
  6. Indeed nothing in all creation. 
 B. Joseph & Mary were convinced by all that the angel told them. 
      They knew that the Angel who came to them was sent by the Lord and they  
      chose to trust and believe in his message from the Lord.  They chose to believe: 
  1. About the conception of Jesus. – They chose to believe the Angel’s  
   explanation about how Mary was to get pregnant. 
  2. About who He would grow to be. – They also chose to believe the  
   Angel’s message about who Jesus was to grow into. 
 C. We also need to be convinced of all that God reveals to us. 
  1. All that His Word, the Bible, reveals to us. 
  2. Also that He will never contradict His Word. 
   His Word cannot tell us one thing and then His Spirit tell us another.   
    Therefore, His Word will also take priority over what we might  
    think His Spirit is telling us.  We have to remember that Satan  
    an imitate God and make us think that God is telling us   
    something.  This is what happened to Adam and Eve in the  
    Garden of Eden. 
  3. He will never add new philosophies or thoughts to His Word for His 
   Word is complete. 
 D. Then, we will never be separated from God’s love. 
 
II. Put into action.  



– When God reveals His will to us, we must then go out and put into action all that He 
tells us.  This is what Joseph and Mary did.  They did not just think about it, but they put 
God’s revelation to them into action. 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 (NLT) 28  “But what do you think about this? A man with two sons 
told the older boy, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ 29  The son answered, 
‘No, I won’t go,’ but later he changed his mind and went anyway. 30  Then the father told 
the other son, ‘You go,’ and he said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he didn’t go. 31  “Which of the 
two obeyed his father?” They replied, “The first.” Then Jesus explained his meaning: “I 
tell you the truth, corrupt tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God 
before you do. 32  For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but 
you didn’t believe him, while tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when you saw 
this happening, you refused to believe him and repent of your sins.  
 
 A. We need to do what we say.  
  – Don’t just say you will do something.  Do it. 
 B. We serve a God of 2nd chances. – Whenever we blow it and don’t put  
  things into action, it is so good to know that He is a God of 2nd chances.  He  
  is a God of Love, Grace, and Mercy so:  
  1. In Him is love and forgiveness. 
   And please remember that: 
  2. The most powerful life is a changed life, not necessarily a perfect  
   life. 
 C. Timely integrity. – With all that is within you, be honest. 
  Yes, there are legitimate times when we do forget, but when that happens,  
   we must do all that we can to make amends for that failing, for: 
  1. Forgetfulness is not accepted. 
  2. Also, Breaking a commitment is not accepted. 
  3. Letting anything or anyone affect a commitment is not accepted. 
  In our world today, breaking commitments and promises are so common  
   place that many don’t regard the keeping of a commitment or promise 
   to be of very high value.  If you can’t be trusted, that will be to your  
   great loss.  If God cannot trust you, that could lead to your   
   destruction. 
 D. However, great failure and sin can be forgiven. 
  1. Many are given a 2nd chance, but many ignore or reject His   
   forgiveness. 
  2. BUT, many do believe & accept, like tax collectors & prostitutes. 
 E. Good intentions without good actions equals the same as no action  
  and failed intentions. 
 F. Action speaks louder than words. 
 



III. Experience the joy. 
 
Luke 2:25-35 (NLT) 25  At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He 
was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue 
Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26  and had revealed to him that he would not die 
until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27  That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So 
when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 
28  Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29  “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30  I have 
seen your salvation, 31  which you have prepared for all people. 32  He is a light to reveal 
God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 33  Jesus’ parents were 
amazed at what was being said about him. 34  Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to 
Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, but he 
will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose 
him. 35  As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your very soul.”  
 
 A. Simeon would not die until he sees the Messiah. 
 B. He was so righteous & devout that the Holy Spirit was upon him.  
 C. He was very sensitive to the Lord’s revelation. 
 D. Therefore, he experienced Joy of the Lord. 
 E. Then he could & wanted to praise the Lord. 
  Luke 2:28b-32 (NLT) 28b He took the child in his arms and praised God,  
   saying, 29  “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you  
   have promised. 30  I have seen your salvation, 31  which you have  
   prepared for all people. 32  He is a light to reveal God to the nations,  
   and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 
 F. His Joy could not be experienced without him going through the trials. 
  1. Simeon went through his trials. 
  2. Joseph & Mary went through their trials. 
  3. We need to go through our trials.  
  4. If we do, then we can experience the Joy too. 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
NOTE:  The following link takes you to a YouTube link that gives a film maker’s 
perception of what the Christmas story may have been like.  As you watch this nearly 2 



hour video, I would like to suggest that you follow the story by also following and 
reading the Gospel story in Matthew1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-40. 
 
The Nativity Story-BEST film about Mary( Miriam )and Joseph ( Yosef) and the 
birth of Jesus(Yeshua). – (1:40:52) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-Snme2w97c 
 
 


