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He Tries to Steal the JoyHe Tries to Steal the Joy
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

(shepherds) arrive to visit.  This intrusion becomes a (shepherds) arrive to visit.  This intrusion becomes a 
welcomed visit for Mary who may not have welcomed visit for Mary who may not have 
understood it all, but scripture says that understood it all, but scripture says that 
she “treasured these things in her heart.”  she “treasured these things in her heart.”  
Focusing on obedience to what the angel Focusing on obedience to what the angel 
told them became the solutions to their told them became the solutions to their 
despairs.  Focusing on Jesus throughout despairs.  Focusing on Jesus throughout 
the challenges of our lives is also the the challenges of our lives is also the 
solution to the despairs of our lives.  solution to the despairs of our lives.  
Still focused, but impacted by all of the difficulties of their Still focused, but impacted by all of the difficulties of their 
obedience to the Lord, they were still very connected and obedience to the Lord, they were still very connected and 
tuned in to the Lord.  For when the Lord told them to flee tuned in to the Lord.  For when the Lord told them to flee 
Bethlehem, they immediately left in the middle of the Bethlehem, they immediately left in the middle of the 
night.  This caused them to save their child’s life as Herod night.  This caused them to save their child’s life as Herod 
sent his soldiers to kill all the baby boys, 2 years old and sent his soldiers to kill all the baby boys, 2 years old and 
younger.  Keenly and acutely connected to the Lord, they younger.  Keenly and acutely connected to the Lord, they 
were able to once again hear from Him and obey Him were able to once again hear from Him and obey Him 
when He revealed that Herod was dead and that they could when He revealed that Herod was dead and that they could 
return to Nazareth.return to Nazareth.
Too many times in our lives, the challenges and trials of Too many times in our lives, the challenges and trials of 
life bring so much despair that we take our eyes off of life bring so much despair that we take our eyes off of 
Jesus and allow Satan and all of demons to steal the Joy Jesus and allow Satan and all of demons to steal the Joy 
of the Lord from us.  If we were to focus on the Lord of the Lord from us.  If we were to focus on the Lord 
in order to hear Him clearly so that we can follow Him in order to hear Him clearly so that we can follow Him 
nearly, the despairs of life will not distract us from the nearly, the despairs of life will not distract us from the 
Lord.  The opposite might become our reality, for when Lord.  The opposite might become our reality, for when 
the distraction starts to tempt us, those distractions will the distraction starts to tempt us, those distractions will 
actually become warning alarms to us to run to our Lord.  actually become warning alarms to us to run to our Lord.  
To focus on Him rather than the trials.  To love Him more To focus on Him rather than the trials.  To love Him more 
so that we can hear Him clearly and to be able to follow so that we can hear Him clearly and to be able to follow 

Don’t let anything or anyone steal the Don’t let anything or anyone steal the JoyJoy  of Christmasof Christmas  
from you.  Christmas is a time of Love and therefore a from you.  Christmas is a time of Love and therefore a 

time of Joy.  Satan and all of time of Joy.  Satan and all of 
his demonic flock are always his demonic flock are always 
trying to attack and terrorize trying to attack and terrorize 
those who love Jesus Christ those who love Jesus Christ 
because he is trying to steal because he is trying to steal 

their joy and put them into despair.  When Christians fall their joy and put them into despair.  When Christians fall 
into despair (even a little despair) they are taking their into despair (even a little despair) they are taking their 
eyes off of Jesus and are focusing on the problem rather eyes off of Jesus and are focusing on the problem rather 
than on the solution.  “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” than on the solution.  “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” 
is more than just a nice slogan, but it is really a profound is more than just a nice slogan, but it is really a profound 
truth that when applied to the despairs of life, He is given truth that when applied to the despairs of life, He is given 
control over the despairs that attack us.  His control means control over the despairs that attack us.  His control means 
the release of His resources and power to bring about His the release of His resources and power to bring about His 
will and pwill and purpose. urpose. 
The Christmas story thatThe Christmas story that centers around Joseph and Mary  centers around Joseph and Mary 
is one that demonstrates this profound truth.  This story is one that demonstrates this profound truth.  This story 
begins with a pregnancy out of wedlock, but because it begins with a pregnancy out of wedlock, but because it 
was the Lord Himself that places Jesus within the womb was the Lord Himself that places Jesus within the womb 
of Mary, it was a holy and righteous pregnancy.  Yet one of Mary, it was a holy and righteous pregnancy.  Yet one 
that their families and community would not understand.  that their families and community would not understand.  
Therefore, Joseph and Mary focused on the message Therefore, Joseph and Mary focused on the message 
and the privilege that was communicated to them by the and the privilege that was communicated to them by the 
angel.  Their focus on this message helped them to beat angel.  Their focus on this message helped them to beat 
down the despair and to lift up the joy.  The joy of being down the despair and to lift up the joy.  The joy of being 
the earthly parents of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.the earthly parents of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.
They are then given orders that they They are then given orders that they 
would need to go from Nazareth to would need to go from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem to be taxed and Mary is at Bethlehem to be taxed and Mary is at 
full-term.  Very difficult journey and full-term.  Very difficult journey and 
very uncomfortable, especially for a very uncomfortable, especially for a 
woman who is about to give birth.  However, they do not woman who is about to give birth.  However, they do not 
complain and they focus on doing what they needed to complain and they focus on doing what they needed to 
do.  Then they arrive in Bethlehem with Mary probably do.  Then they arrive in Bethlehem with Mary probably 
in the early stages of labor and have so much difficulty in in the early stages of labor and have so much difficulty in 
finding a place to stay that they gladly welcome the offer finding a place to stay that they gladly welcome the offer 
of a stable.of a stable.
Then late at night, after traveling so far and going through Then late at night, after traveling so far and going through 
the pain and labor of the birth of the Christ child, visitors the pain and labor of the birth of the Christ child, visitors 

(continued on next page)
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(obey) Him very nearly.  (obey) Him very nearly.  
Christmas can be a time for us to remember that nothing on earth can separate us from the love of the Lord.  Christmas can be a time for us to remember that nothing on earth can separate us from the love of the Lord.  
Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)  3838  And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from   And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from 
God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today 
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s 
love. love. 3939  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation   No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Lord.
Don’t let Satan steal your Joy.  Stay focused on LOVING Jesus and OBEYING Him.  Don’t let Satan steal your Joy.  Stay focused on LOVING Jesus and OBEYING Him.  Psalm 30:4-5 (NLT)Psalm 30:4-5 (NLT)  44  Sing   Sing 
to the LORD, all you godly ones! Praise his holy name. 5  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts to the LORD, all you godly ones! Praise his holy name. 5  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts 
a lifetime! Weeping may last through a lifetime! Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the the night, but joy comes with the 
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Christmas Eve Service Christmas Eve Service 
will be virtual this year.will be virtual this year.

Visit our web page (vifmaui.com) Visit our web page (vifmaui.com) 
to view video recording to view video recording 

which will be broadcasted which will be broadcasted 
Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve at 6:00 p.m. 

on YouTube.  The video recording will  on YouTube.  The video recording will  
also be available for viewing after the also be available for viewing after the 

broadcast on our website.broadcast on our website.

Hawaii Pacific Baptist
Convention Goal:   $250,000

VIF Goal:  $2,000

VIF Giving-to-date:  $515.00

All of the proceeds from 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
go toward supporting missionaries, 

from entry through exit to partnership.

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every na-
tion and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the 

throne and before the Lamb. Rev. 7:9a

 End of  Year Giving

As you plan your end of year giving, 
please be aware that all contributions for 2020 
need to be received by December 27, 2020.  

Contributions received thereafter 
will be receipted for 2021.

Ordinance of Baptism

Join us as we celebrate the Ordinance of Baptism
January 3, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.



Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service

will resume 

Sunday, January 3, 2021.

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142)

for more information.

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
  (grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m Wednesday nights 

on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  1. Contact the Church Office at 244-0865 (or 
     Clarice @ 808-463-9981) for a Membership 
     packet. 
  2. Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an 
      appointment (about 2 hours) to meet with 
      Pastor Stephen. 
  3. Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: 
      Authority, Section I through VII.
  4. Review and sign Registration Card and 
      Membership 
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

In-person services
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

will resume
Sunday, 

December 27, 2020

Donʻt forget 
to reserve your seat!

Reservations for 
December 27, 2020

opens at 5 p.m. 12/20/20
vifmaui.com



Greetings! We pray you are well as you continue to weather this full year of 2020. Dakota and I (Rachael) are 
wrapping up our semester at Fort Lewis College (FLC). Thankfully, the college was able to remain open for in-person 
classes until 11/9/20. For us, this meant that we could continue our Bible studies, weekly meetings, and one-on-one 
discipleship (with masks & distancing). Thanks to a warm, beautiful Fall we were able to meet outside a lot. We learned 
how to use social media more to meet new students, Dakota did a great job leading this and we saw it bear fruit! 

Some highlights were: meeting new freshmen, several of whom were so eager for community and fellowship; “A” put 
his trust in Christ; more guy students involved; our student leaders growing, and watching our seniors confidently take 
hold of their faith as they prepare to graduate.

Tabling and meeting new students on campus - covid style.

One senior that has brought me much joy is Marin. I met her her 
freshman year at FLC and began discipling her. As the semesters 
passed, she got more involved with Master Plan, and I had the 
privilege of seeing her faith become more and more her own. 
As a senior, she has been opening up her arms and home to help 
the younger girl students feel more at home. Marin’s plan is to 
open up a coffee shop once she graduates next month. Yesterday 
we discussed what it could look like to run her shop with God at 
the center; from artwork and intentional conversation starters to 
seeking God’s wisdom in opening her business.

Last Ladies Bible Study of the semester with Marin (bottom left)

Thank you so much for your continual support and prayers. We are praying for your safety and joy in all that is 
going on. While there continues to be many uncertainties, the unchanging hope of eternal life by faith in Jesus 
shines even  brighter. As we navigate these times, may we remember that, “the Light [Jesus] shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not [and will not] overcome it.” John 1:5. 

Please pray for Marin & the other students, for protection, &  discernment of God’s will for what lies ahead.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Love,     

Dakota & Rachael
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MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all
• Tonga of Zambia (TONG-uh) - “In a village that experienced food shortages last year (due to drought during the 
growing season the year before) and is now running low on the staple food (due to army worms getting last year’s crop), 
I sat with a follower of Christ. Normally, she would have insisted that I have the chair and she would have sat on the mat 
made from feed sacks, but because she was having a difficult time getting around due to a broken leg, she allowed me 
to take the feed sack. We discussed all that had happened since we had last seen each other, including her stroke (from 
which she is, thankfully, recovering) and my stateside assignment during the start of COVID-19. As we sat there, she 
showed me the goats owned by the small church of which she is a part. She then went on to ask if the nearby orphanage 
takes goats, saying that the church wanted to donate one to the orphanage. In a place where they are beginning to 
experience hunger again, they are wanting to donate one of only seven goats! Please pray that God will bless them for 
giving from their little, and pray that other churches will follow their example.”
• South Korea - The Korean peninsula has a rich and long history of more than 5,000 years. It was devastated during 
the Korean War, which resulted in the two Koreas, North and South. Since the war, the two countries have taken vastly 
different paths. The contrast is further seen by the extremely different conditions of their populations and economies. 
Relations between the North and South are complicated and delicate, to say the least. But many South Koreans want a 
peaceful unification and are doing what they can to reach this goal. Pray for the Christians of South Korea to lead the 
way by prayer and practical support for unification. Pray for God to compel the leadership of the two countries to seek 
what is best for the Korean people as a whole. Pray that God’s will be done among these divided people.
• Muslims of China - This representative story is a common situation in China: He was 18 years old with a middle school 
education. As a youngster, he left his family to apprentice in a noodle shop. One day, his family informed him that he 
will marry. She was 16 and also had a middle school education. A matchmaker visited her family to introduce a young 
man for her to marry. Before they married, they met once or twice and communicated online for less than a year. The 
groom and his family prepared thousands in cash and bought gold as a bride-price. He also bought a house. Upon their 
marriage, a child was expected quickly. He went to another city to work while his wife remained in the countryside to 
raise their children, perhaps living with her in-laws. Or both parents went to another city to work, leaving their children 
with grandparents. In parts of China, spouses rarely know each other before marrying, nor do they know the Father’s 
perfect design for marriage and family. Conflicts soon arise due to economic and family pressure. Domestic violence 
and verbal and emotional abuse are common as generational sins and behaviors are often passed down. Families in 
China need the Father’s intervention and His salve to heal their hurts from current and past relationships. Please pray 
for them.
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INDIANAPOLIS, IN - “Pray Jesus will not only send us church planters but establish healthy churches that will 
continue to reach our great city.” — Mark Neal, Indianapolis Send City Missionary

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
1,975,877 people

live in metro Indianapolis

72.3%
of the population is 

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
17,182 

Indianapolis residents



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

     20  9:00 am   1st Worship Service - cancelled
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service  - cancelled
       Childcare/Sunday School - cancelled
           11:30 am    Ordinance of  Baptism  - postponed             
 5:00 pm    Reservations open
      21    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     23    5:00 pm    Reservations close
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     24              Christmas Eve-office closes 12 noon
 6:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service ONLINE
     25       Merry Christmas - office closed
     27    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School - cancelled
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     29    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     30    5:00 pm    Reservations close  
            6:30 pm     Youth Bible Study - online

     31  New Yearʻs Eve - office closes  12 noon

      

       1                    Happy New Year! - office closed

       3   9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
            11:30 pm  Baptismal Service
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
       4    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
       6    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
       9    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
             4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
     10    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
     11    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
     13    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle  , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

December 2020December 2020 January 2021January 2021



Joy To The World
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  _________ up your  _________ . – Romans 8:38-39

 A.  Paul was convinced that nothing could _____________ him from God’s 

  love.

 B.  Joseph and Mary were convinced ____  _______ that the __________told 

  them.

 C.  We need to be convinced of all that _______  ____________ to us.

II.  _______ into ___________. – Matthew 21:28-32

 A.  We serve a God of ___________   ____________. 

 B.  Timely  ______________.

 C.  Great failure and sin can be _____________.

 D.  Good _______________ without good ____________, same as  _____   

  action and ___________ intentions.

 E.  ___________ speaks louder than __________.

III. _______________ the _______. – Luke 2:25-35

 A.  Simeon would not die until he sees the ____________.

 B.  So ______________ and ___________ that the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

 C.   ______________ to the Lord’s _______________ .

 D.   ________________ Joy of the Lord.

 E.   ____________the Lord. (verses 28b-32)

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing
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