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Gifts and Families
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
Now that Thanksgiving is behind us, the Christmas
Holiday Season is now upon us. Whenever I think
about Christmas, Gifts and Family come to my mind.
With this note, I would like for you to go with me on
a journey through these precious concepts.
Gifts around the Christmas tree and/or the exchanging of gifts fill our hearts and thoughts. Many of you
have been delightfully surprised by gifts that were
more than you imagined. Many of you have also
seen the delight in those you gifted with gifts that expressed your love and appreciation. Receiving and
giving of gifts has become such a central part of our
Christmas memories.
Even more, gifting is
such a big part of the
Biblical Christmas story. God sent His only begotten son, Jesus, to be the best gift that He could give
to all of us. He carefully and purposefully selected
the gift, Jesus, and then in a timely manner He delivered that gift. A big part of mankind does not realize
how valuable and precious God’s gift is. Therefore,
instead of appreciating God’s grace and generosity,
they ignore it and in some cases, they even despise
it. At Christmas time, it is especially to those who
ignore and reject His precious gift the most that God
extends His love and care to. You see, in John 3:16,
God tells us that He loves the WHOLE world and
that He gave His ONLY begotten Son so that ALL
who believe in Him would not perish, but have everlasting life.
Because Jesus is God’s ONLY begotten Son, this is a
gift that He could only give one time. There would
be no second chance in giving this one and only gift.
He has only one Son so He had to give it at the right
time. His love and grace were given to all of us at
just the right time. In God’s view, this precious gift

could not and therefore was not wasted. God’s grand
purpose and wonderful gift was fulfilled in Jesus.
This gift opens the doors of Heaven to all that would
believe in and accept Jesus. Imagine, an eternal life
in Heaven where we will live in ultimate fulfillment
of all of the dreams and wishes that God ever had for
us. This will be the quality of our eternal life and it
will not be temporal. What a gift! What a precious
and eternal gift!!
As we are so thankful for God’s
precious gift, we can contemplate
giving a very precious gift to Him
as well. Did you know that God
desires nothing but your love? In
other words, His greatest desire is you! He desires
you to freely and generously love and relate with
Him. We were all created to have fellowship with
Him and it would bring Him the greatest joy for us
to consistently and permanently grow in our love for
Him. He desires for our love to be real and personal.
This would be the greatest gift that we could ever
give to Him.
The gift is important, but the giving is just as important. This Christmas, we can receive as well as give
gifts, even to our Lord and Savior.
The thought of family during the Holidays is also
a very warm and comforting thought. Being in the
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Gifts and Families

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
presence of family and enjoying their presence is an experience that many look forward to. It is so warm
and comforting to realize that when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior that He accepts us into
His family. What a family that is. Do you realize that it is a Godly family that includes all of the saints
through out time and Jesus Himself? This is a family whose fellowship enriches and uplifts everyone.
When I think about my earthly family, I am so grateful for my parents, my children, my brothers and sister,
and for my extended family. When I think about my eternal heavenly family, I am
excited about beginning that fellowship with them here on earth and that this fellowship will continue into eternity.
Giving a gift to the Lord that honors and pleases Him as well as being part of the
greatest family ever are exciting thoughts to have. These are thoughts and realities
that can only be experienced by those who love and serve the Lord. May His love
and grace fill you and may your love and grace towards Him, fulfill Him. God bless you and may your
Christmas Season be filled with His love and grace.
					

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~					

Lottie Moon 2018 Week of Prayer
December 2-9

Friday, December 7, 2018
5:00 p.m.

For more information contact
Shanley @ (808) 280-2690
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Discipleship Insights
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

5 benefits of making even a small change
Nov. 12, 2018 | by Mark Deterding

How open-minded are you, really?
Do you find yourself locking down on traditions, doctrine, policy and habits? Saying (or even thinking) things like,
“This is the way I’ve always done things, and I’m not going to change now?”
What if Jesus has decided to just stay comfortable in heaven? To never come down to earth and
experience something new so that He could provide a better hope and future for each of us? I don’t
even want to think about that.
Jesus, thankfully, was open to change!
Lately I’ve been asking myself: How much progress am I holding up by staying locked down on
practices that—in my mind—are the best for me, my family and my business?
Sometimes the story we tell ourselves isn’t the story we’re meant to be writing.
I just changed a seven-year habit of writing a blog every seven days. I’d convinced myself that writing every week
was mandatory because “That’s what bloggers are supposed to do.”
Since backing away from my weekly writing commitment, I have become more productive than ever, overall. I’ve
been able to work with a much clearer mind and way more energy. Now, instead of “having to” write, I can write
when I’m excited to!
I’d love for you to consider a few significant benefits of making even a small change in your own life:
1. Shaping your future builds your foundation and potential.
If you don’t take control of your own vision and drive towards your preferred future, you stand to lead a completely dull, extremely predictable, and patently uninteresting life. Not only that, you’ll fall behind. Seizing appropriate
opportunities and learning even one new thing can lead you towards your vision and God-given potential.
2. A new beginning builds your energy.
Each change is a turning page. You close one chapter and start another. Your open-mindedness to change will bring
new choices for happiness and fulfillment. Change brings excitement and energy to your life. Forward progress is
fun!
3. Personal growth builds performance.
Nothing improves with just the passing of time. To get better, you need better
inputs. Change! You grow and learn every time you change. You might fail when
trying something new, but that drives learning as well. As you open your mind to
change, you break the chains of conventional thinking and go further in finding
great solutions.
4. A new friend builds your network of relationships.
Frequent change exposes you to new environments, new situations, and especially
new people. Building relationships with new people will enrich both your network and your life. Plus, the more
unique perspectives you come into contact with, the more you become more attractive to others as they experience
your newly dynamic feedback on the best way forward.
5. Humility builds character.
No human is perfect. No human has all the answers. People that pose to know it all cannot be trusted. Being openminded and willing to change illustrates your vulnerability and willingness to learn from others. That will build
trust with people—and with yourself—and enhance your personal character.
The secret
Change can be scary. It is easier to be closed-minded and stay with what’s been comfortable in the past. I find the
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Announcements
Discipleship
Insights
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

secret to being successful in change is to bring Jesus onto your team, as your change coach.
Pray about what you need to change in your life in order to accelerate your progress towards your
purpose and vision. Read His Word to allow God to speak to you and drive that necessary change
in your life.
And then? Hang on for the ride of your life!
						
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~							

Childcare Ministry Schedule

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of December 6-8
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.
Week of December 13-15
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*,
Jennifer R, Paul R
Week of December 20-22
Team 5
Carol Sn, Makanani C,
Josie Y*, Andy Sn, Steffen Y

Week of December 27-29
Team 6
Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K,
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

Today Dec. 2
			

Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
Char C, Wayne S

Dec. 9 Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
			
Kayla R, Kaitlyn R
Dec 16 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
			
Hawea R,
Dec 23 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Rihanna V, Lauryn I

MEN YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
JOIN THE MENʻS CLEANING
TEAM
Many hands make Light work. Please
see Hubert or call the office 244-0865
List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking paper products
and bathroom supplies.

4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, misc.
Maintenance of building.

7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs and
sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events,
upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.
You may contact the church office for more information at (808) 244-0865
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
St. Louis, MO
“Pray for the national campaign to reach Bosnians that
is being led by Jason Helmbacher, a Replanter at Church
at Affton. There are an estimated 60,000 Bosnians in St.
Louis alone, and little work is being done to reach them.”
2,743,694 People live in metro St. Louis
50.9% are unaffiliated with any religious body
Pray that our Father would cause a citywide gospel
awakening in East St. Louis, arguably the poorest, most
dangerous city in America. Pray that this would result
in a “city filled with joy” (Acts 8:8).

17.1% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 7,817 St. Louis residents

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

PrayerConnect

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*American Unengaged Peoples-In August, you were
asked to begin praying for one of the villages among
the Lambayeque Quechua people of Peru. In this village, there is a small church that is made up mostly of
women and has been without a pastor for a long time.
When a team from a church in the United States was
on a “vision trip” to this area in June, Tito,* a Peruvian
missionary, brought the team to where the women were
worshipping God together. When the U.S. team and the
women began to pray together, they said that the entire place was shaken, much like the account recorded
in Acts 4:31, and it was obvious to all that the Spirit
was evident in that place. Please continue to pray for
these women who are faithful to meet together, and ask
that many will come to Christ among the Lambayeque
Quechua! (*name changed)
*Nairobi, Kenya-(ny-ROH-bee) - “Join our Nairobi
Urban Team in praying that God will continue to allow peace in this city. Lift up the men and women in
government positions, asking that they will be honest
and trustworthy. Pray that God will send strong believers to these officials to encourage them and hold them
accountable. May Nairobi become a beacon for King
Jesus.”
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Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays

Ian Minielly
Catalyst Baptist Church
06 06 2018 | Bessemer, MI
Ian Minielly is the planter of Catalyst Baptist Church in
Michigan. Please pray that our efforts to impact the lives
of the young men playing basketball at our local community college will result in lives forever changed for the
kingdom. We pray before games with the team and plan
on providing meals to the team and referees after home
games. Being students at a community college, the kids
do not have access to a chow hall, so we are taking them
under our wing to try and get them some good food after
games and during the week in our homes. Please pray for
opportunities through our efforts to share the gospel and
the love of Jesus with these young men so when they leave
here their lives are focused on the kingdom and their role
within it.
Arlene Miller
11 21 2018 | Crofton, Ky.
Arlene Miller is the volunteer director of Impact Ministry
and Christian Women’s Job Corps in Kentucky. Please
pray for obedience to follow God’s leading in each area of
ministry so that I may lead someone else to Christ.

Evening Worship Service Notes
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
Don’t Give Up On God
Habakkuk 1:1-11
Background: “Habakkuk lived in Judah during the reign of Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:36-24:5). He
prophesied between the fall of Nineveh (the capital of Assyria in 612 B.C. and the Babylonian
invasion of Judah in 588 B.C. With Assyria in disarray, Babylon was becoming the dominant
world power.” (Life Application Study Bible from Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. – NLV – copyright 1996, 2004, 2007
– page 1922 footnotes)
I. The _____________/ ______________ . – Habakkuk 1:1-11
A. Why doesn’t God ____________ ?
1. Call for _________ , but no ___________ .
2. ___________ ________ , but God you do not come to save.
B. Why does evil go _______________ ?
1. _____________ and ________________ are everywhere.
2. Too much ___________ .
3. Am surrounded by those who love to __________ and __________ .
4. The law is ______________ and no ____________ in the ___________ .
5. Justice is _____________ because the ___________ outnumber the righteous.
II. The Lord’s __________ . – Habakkuk 1:5-11
A. God’s ______________ .
- The ____________ things that God did:
B. God uses even the most _________ for His purposes.
C. God sees them for _________ they are.
D. God will be _________ to them.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

December 2018
2

9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

3

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

5

6:30 pm - Youth Night

7

5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

9

23 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
24 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service

25 Merry Christmas ! Holiday- Office Closed
26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
30 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled

January 2019

10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

1 Happy New Year! Holiday- Office Closed

16 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2 6:30 pm - Youth Night

17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

6 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

19 6:30 pm - Youth Night

7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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God Meets You in Your Comfort Zone
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.

Shepherds were met in their ____________ _________. – Luke 2:8
A. They did not have to _______ ______________ experience God.
B. God sent the Angles to them in their __________ .
C. He communicated in a __________ and ____________________ manner.

II. An Angel of the Lord _______________ them. – Luke 2:9-10
A. Although it was plain and understandable, it was out of the _____________ .
B. ___________ and _____________ can be frightening, at first.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9oxmRT2YWw
C. __________________ brings __________________ .
III. No ____________ , just a message of great joy. – Luke 2:11-14
A. The greatest message of joy – ________ ___________ .
B. Encouraged to look beyond the _____________ to see the Messiah.
1. Look beyond the humble _________________ .
2. Look beyond the humble _________ .
C. This was the most _____________ __________ .
IV. Message generated _________________ _______________ . – Luke 2:15-16
A. They were not commanded but they were ______________ .
B. They wasted no time and ____________ to see.
V. The shepherds ________ and ___________ . – Luke 2:17-20
A. The shepherds ______________ .
B. The shepherds ______________ .
C. The shepherds testified _____________________ to _____________ about 		
what they had witnessed.
1. They were not ____________ .
2. They did it with __________ ________ .
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