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  No One Can Do It For YouNo One Can Do It For You
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

do what would bring glory and honor to Him on do what would bring glory and honor to Him on 
a daily basis.  I began to trust two things.  First, a daily basis.  I began to trust two things.  First, 
my study and knowledge of the Word of God.  my study and knowledge of the Word of God.  
And second, my instincts as I was seeking to be And second, my instincts as I was seeking to be 
pleasing to Jesus Christ.  I determined that as I pleasing to Jesus Christ.  I determined that as I 
began to suspect that the Lord was leading me to began to suspect that the Lord was leading me to 
do very specific things, I would begin to move do very specific things, I would begin to move 
to be obedient to all that to be obedient to all that 
I felt that He was leading I felt that He was leading 
me to do, as long as it was me to do, as long as it was 
consistent with the Word consistent with the Word 
of God.  Yes, there were of God.  Yes, there were 
times that as I was moving times that as I was moving 
to fulfill what I felt was His instructions that I to fulfill what I felt was His instructions that I 
did not finish in carrying it out.  The reason was did not finish in carrying it out.  The reason was 
either I was simply being disobedient or as I was either I was simply being disobedient or as I was 
moving to do it, the Lord revealed to me that it moving to do it, the Lord revealed to me that it 
was not His desire and I needed to stop.was not His desire and I needed to stop.
The key to me was that in the past, I needed The key to me was that in the past, I needed 
to have more confirmation on His will and to have more confirmation on His will and 
direction in my life, especially as I would lead direction in my life, especially as I would lead 
out in church matters.  As I am very close to out in church matters.  As I am very close to 
retirement, the Lord has showed me that I need retirement, the Lord has showed me that I need 
to be more spontaneous in sensing and obeying to be more spontaneous in sensing and obeying 
the Lord.  However, there is one very important the Lord.  However, there is one very important 
point that I must make here.  As I become more point that I must make here.  As I become more 
and more spontaneous in responding to the Lord’s and more spontaneous in responding to the Lord’s 
leadership, I must also seek to be more and more leadership, I must also seek to be more and more 
humble and effective in recognizing when I have humble and effective in recognizing when I have 
made an error.  Whenever I recognize that I have made an error.  Whenever I recognize that I have 
made an error, I must also be humble enough to made an error, I must also be humble enough to 
admit the error, claim full responsibility for that admit the error, claim full responsibility for that 
error, seek forgiveness from the Lord and all error, seek forgiveness from the Lord and all 

OOverver the past few weeks,  the past few weeks, 
I have been urging you I have been urging you 

to love and obey the Lord to love and obey the Lord 
like you have never done like you have never done 
before.  As Christmas is before.  As Christmas is 
already upon us (this coming already upon us (this coming 
Saturday), there is really no better time than Saturday), there is really no better time than 
now to immediately activate your plans to love now to immediately activate your plans to love 
and obey the Lord supremely.  I believe with all and obey the Lord supremely.  I believe with all 
my heart that time is running out, but I want to my heart that time is running out, but I want to 
remind you that the Word of God says that no remind you that the Word of God says that no 
one knows the time when the Lord will return.  one knows the time when the Lord will return.  
However, we could reach the point of no return However, we could reach the point of no return 
in our compromise and drift away from the Lord.  in our compromise and drift away from the Lord.  
There are so many powerful forces that are trying There are so many powerful forces that are trying 
to pull us away from the Lord and the fact is that to pull us away from the Lord and the fact is that 
we are probably farther away from the Lord than we are probably farther away from the Lord than 
we realize.  I am not saying that we are necessarily we realize.  I am not saying that we are necessarily 
bad people, but good people can drift away from bad people, but good people can drift away from 
the Lord and not even realize it.  the Lord and not even realize it.  
Last week I was sick for the majority of the week.  Last week I was sick for the majority of the week.  
I was trying to rest and avoid as many people as I I was trying to rest and avoid as many people as I 
could.  This allowed me a lot of time to think and could.  This allowed me a lot of time to think and 
to pray.  I came to the realization that I needed to pray.  I came to the realization that I needed 
to practice what I preach and to earnestly seek to practice what I preach and to earnestly seek 

to boost up my love to boost up my love 
and obedience to the and obedience to the 
Lord.  I knew that even Lord.  I knew that even 
if I felt sick, that did if I felt sick, that did 
not exempt me from not exempt me from 
loving and obeying loving and obeying 
the Lord in all that He the Lord in all that He 
would lead me to do.  would lead me to do.  

Even in sickness and in my voice being greatly Even in sickness and in my voice being greatly 
impaired, there were still things that I could do impaired, there were still things that I could do 
in demonstrating my love and obedience to the in demonstrating my love and obedience to the 
Lord, who I claim to love so much.Lord, who I claim to love so much.
The Lord showed me that talk is cheap and that The Lord showed me that talk is cheap and that 
actions speak louder than words.  As the Lord actions speak louder than words.  As the Lord 
revealed to me my complacency and compromising revealed to me my complacency and compromising 
attitude, I had to repent and ask for forgiveness.  I attitude, I had to repent and ask for forgiveness.  I 
then began to trust that the Lord would lead me to then began to trust that the Lord would lead me to 
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  No One Can Do It For YouNo One Can Do It For You
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

- 2 -

those that I may have wronged.those that I may have wronged.
The Lord made me realize that I need to establish a boldness to move in loving obedience to Jesus The Lord made me realize that I need to establish a boldness to move in loving obedience to Jesus 
but I also need to be humble enough to admit when I am wrong.  He also made me realize that it is but I also need to be humble enough to admit when I am wrong.  He also made me realize that it is 
better for me to move and be wrong (with the intention of bringing glory and honor to Him in all better for me to move and be wrong (with the intention of bringing glory and honor to Him in all 
that I do) than to wander if my impressions are really of the Lord and therefore not to do anything that I do) than to wander if my impressions are really of the Lord and therefore not to do anything 
until I get more confirmation.  This kind of attitude has caused me to doubt so much that I know until I get more confirmation.  This kind of attitude has caused me to doubt so much that I know 
that I have failed the Lord in too many instances.that I have failed the Lord in too many instances.
Christmas is upon us and there is no better time in all of the year to glorify and magnify Jesus than Christmas is upon us and there is no better time in all of the year to glorify and magnify Jesus than 

at this time of the year.  No one can glorify the Lord for me, I have to glorify at this time of the year.  No one can glorify the Lord for me, I have to glorify 
Him by personally being the man that He desires me to be.  No one else can Him by personally being the man that He desires me to be.  No one else can 
do it for me.  Also, no one else can do it for you.  You have to bring glory do it for me.  Also, no one else can do it for you.  You have to bring glory 
and honor to the Lord only as He leads you.  My intent is to grow in my love and honor to the Lord only as He leads you.  My intent is to grow in my love 
for Him, sensitivity to His guidance, and diligence to forthrightly move to for Him, sensitivity to His guidance, and diligence to forthrightly move to 
obey all that He desires of me.  I will seek to bring Him glory and not shame.  obey all that He desires of me.  I will seek to bring Him glory and not shame.  

If this article speaks to you, I would ask that you also would move in a similar manner to bring If this article speaks to you, I would ask that you also would move in a similar manner to bring 
glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ, especially during this season that we celebrate His birth.  glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ, especially during this season that we celebrate His birth.  
God bless you and have a very Merry Christmas!!!God bless you and have a very Merry Christmas!!!

13-week Session Beginning
Saturday, January 8, 2022

8 - 10 a.m.

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

Cost $10
For more information contact 

Don Booth (808)495-1628 
or

Massy Suguitan (808)283-6096

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
National Goal  $185 Million

HPBC Goal  $200,000

VIF Goal  $3,000

VIF Giving-to-Date:
$2,705

Make your reservations
for our 6 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Service
by 5 p.m.

December 22, 2021
www.vifmaui.com



Past or Search Committee

- 3 -

  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair        Eugene Fontanilla
  Don Booth, Vice Chair             Wayland Kam, alternate
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary      Darin Olaso
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary,        
       alternate

Praising God for all those who fasted and prayed as we seek the shepherd God has ordained 
for Valley Isle Fellowship.  Please continue to pray as we move toward meeting and 
talking with a potential candidate. These are our CONTINUAL prayers, oh LORD.

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee and VIF that we will . . .
stay rooted in THE WORD

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16,17 ESV

MERRY CHRISTMAS, CHURCH FAMILY!
As our ADVENT devotional (The Christmas We Didn’t Expect, David Mathis) points out December 12, “advent 
is not just about acknowledging Jesus in our waiting but adoring Him”. And in our worship, we are to come: 
FAITHFUL. JOYFUL & TRIUMPHANT. And when we come, we are to BEHOLD HIM. How glorious is it that 
we, broken and sinful can WORSHIP “rejoicing exceedingly with GREAT JOY” because the object of our worship 
is Jesus, our Savior.
Our last update let the church know we have been led to pursue a single candidate after reviewing over 30 resumes 
and listening over 14 sermons. On November 28 we met with the candidate for the first time over ZOOM.  We 
asked questions and he asked questions. It was an enjoyable time together as we took this next step to discover 
Godʻs Leading for both him and his family and Valley Isle Fellowship.  At the end of our time together, all agreed 
to meet again after continued prayer.
Yesterday, December 12, we ZOOM met for the second time with his wife in attendance.  We again spent time asking 
questions that arose from our first meeting.  In these conversations we see a man of strong Biblical conviction with 
the wisdom to discern cultural values vs Biblical Truth; even keeled; who exudes grace (his wife’s response when 
asked to describe what she appreciates most about her husband).  There is more to pray about, and we ended our 
time agreeing to continue to pray individually and in agreement for: Godʻs Will to be done, His Timing, Logistics 
(open doors and closed doors), His family-specifically his children, and Unity.
We are encouraged by these conversations and are looking forward to meeting again with them on January 16th.  
Leading up to that meeting as a church family, we ask humbly that you all join us in these specific prayers.  It is 
prayer that prepares our hearts for the work of the Spirit.
And in the meantime……
As VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP continues to search for the shepherd God has for us, we come together to wait 
patiently and worship joyfully and triumphantly knowing God has us in His Hands. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at 808 281- 6551 or Don Booth at 808 495-
1628.
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VIF Christmas ServiceVIF Christmas Service
Sunday, December 26Sunday, December 26

OneOne Service ONLYONLY
@ 9:00 a.m.

NO 10:30 a.m. serviceNO 10:30 a.m. service

 Calling all VIF Women!! Calling all VIF Women!!
Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of 

Mary Wiley s̒ ”Mary Wiley s̒ ”Everyday TheologyEveryday Theology”. ”. 
We willWe will be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, the Holy  be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. Know God more Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. Know God more 
deeply as you examine these foundational truths.deeply as you examine these foundational truths.

Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - onlineonline
Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!

Monday nightsMonday nights  
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

“Share each otherʻs burdens, 
and in this way obey 
the law of Christ.” 
Galatians 6:2 NLTGalatians 6:2 NLT

Childcare and Sunday SchoolChildcare and Sunday School
During 2nd ServiceDuring 2nd Service

Infants - 2 yearsInfants - 2 years
Childcare RoomChildcare Room

3 - 5 years3 - 5 years
Overflow LanaiOverflow Lanai

1st - 5th grade1st - 5th grade
Fellowship LanaiFellowship Lanai

For more information contactFor more information contact
Steffen YamadaSteffen Yamada
(808)264-0397(808)264-0397

Youth Bible Youth Bible 
StudyStudy

G r a d e s  6 - 1 2G r a d e s  6 - 1 2

NO meetingsNO meetings
Dec. 22 & 29Dec. 22 & 29

For more information contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Torch People of East Asia - Torch believers face continued persecution. Recently some worshipped in one 
apartment while their children had Bible study in another apartment. The children’s lesson was from Acts 16:25 
(ESV), “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them.” As the children worked on the craft related to this lesson, police stormed their parents’ place of worship. The 
parents were all arrested and taken to the police station. Phones were confiscated, data was retrieved, and spyware 
was installed. Intense interrogations began. Two leaders and the children’s teacher went to jail for a week. During 
this time, authorities thoroughly searched their homes confiscating computers, devices, and Christian materials. The 
fallout with continued persecution is considerable, but while in jail, the three leaders were faithful to live out Acts 
16. Nineteen prisoners heard the gospel for the first time with at least two prisoners accepting Christ as Savior. Praise 
God for these new believers. Ask God to empower the persecuted believers so that they might faithfully endure trials 
and suffering for Christ’s sake.
•Tajiks in Afghanistan (TAH-jeeks) - Sofie* was in her last year of high school and was looking forward to 
college. She had a bright future ahead of her and was excited about the prospect of what was to come. But what 
came was the Taliban and the loss of her freedom. Now her future is filled with helping her mother around the 
house and taking care of her brothers and sisters. One thing that she now has time for since her schooling was 
taken way is to read a copy of the Bible that she received many years before. Pray that she will find a new kind 
of freedom within the pages of the Word and meet Jesus there. Pray for Sofie’s salvation, along with that of her 
whole family. Ask that she will share the stories that she’s reading with her extended family and neighbors. Pray 
that her future will be filled with a hope in the promises of Jesus. (*name changed)
•Lomwe of Malawi and Mozambique (LOHM-way) - December means that many coastal Lomwe subsistence 
farmers are staying in primitive lodging near their family’s gardens for days or weeks at a time as they plant next 
year’s food. Christ followers are growing in number and in boldness across the area. Pray that the believers will 
intentionally engage their farming neighbors, whom they see for just a few months of the year, in gospel and 
discipleship conversations. 

“Pray that our churches and their members will have a renewed sense of rootedness in the Twin Cities, along with a 
fresh commitment to seek the good of their communities. Pray our planters and pastors will renew their commitment 
to faithfully preach the Word of God and make disciples of Jesus from all nations. Pray our churches will continue 
to raise up leaders within their congregations to plant more faithful churches in the Twin cities metro. Pray God will 
do more in and through our churches than we coulde ask or imagine.” - Jonathan Parnell, Twin Cities Send City 
Missionary
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Twin Cities, MN       
3,427,280

people live in 
the Twin Ccities

76 %
of the population is

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
26,583

Cleveland residents



52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today in our prayer time let’s pray for Wade and Sharon Sigrest.
They serve on an island that’s in the Philippines, on the other side of the planet from the 
United States. There are more than 7,000 islands in the Philippines, so let’s be more specific 
and say they serve on the island of Cebu.
Wade and Sharon have planted a house church they hope will be the first of many new 
churches.
Two brothers named BJ and Melbert, high school students, began attending. Melbert had 
become a Christian after reading the Bible. Then he shared the gospel with BJ, who also 
committed his life to Christ.
BJ said he wanted to attend a Bible school and so Wade began discipling him. But when the 
virus pandemic struck the Philippines, they could not meet. So they switched to cellphones.
One day BJ asked Wade to wait till he could get a better signal. Then he said to go ahead. 
Wade found later BJ had climbed a tree and sat there for the whole lesson, just so he could 
hear.
Our church supports Wade and Sharon through our Cooperative Program giving. Let’s pray 
for them now.
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 19   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
 20   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 22   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - CANCELLED
 24  12:00 noon - Office Closes 
       6:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service
  25      Mele Kalikimaka! 
 26   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
                         NO  2nd Worship Service                           
             NO Childcare/Sunday School 
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
         5:00 pm   Reservations open
 27   Christmas Holiday - Office CLOSED
        6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 29   5:00 pm   Reservations close 

        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - CANCELLED
 31  12:00 noon - Office Closes

  1   Hauoli Makahiki Hou!
  2   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  3    New Yearʻs Day Holiday - Office CLOSED
  5    5:00 pm Reservations close
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study
  8    8:00 am   GriefShare 
  9   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   PSC meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

December 2021December 2021
January 2022January 2022



The Future of Christmas The Future of Christmas 

I.       _______________ God at all ________ . – Acts 5:26-32

 A.  Knew the __________ against them.

 B.  Knew the possible _________________ .

 C.  Yet, they filled ______________ with the knowledge about    

  __________ .

 D.  Motivation – ____________ God rather than human ______________ .

 E.  Sharing the _________ in His Spirit.

  1.  With Physical and Historical _________.

  2.  With the  __________  of the Holy Spirit.

  3.  In the _______________ and _______________ of Jesus. 

II.      ____________ in His _________________ . – Acts 5:33-39

 A.  Going from _______ to ___________ bad.

 B.  Amazed by God’s ______________  _______________ .

 C.  Trust Godly ____________ .

  1.  Planning and doing things on your own,  _______________ .

  2.  From God, ___________ be overthrown.

 D.  Don’t fight against _______ .

III.    ________________  even in the _______________ . – Acts 5:40-42

 A.     ____________ but set ________ .

 B.  Freedom even through _________________  __________________ .

 C.  Joy in being considered worthy to __________  ____________ .

 D.  Prevailing joyfully in and through the ____________ .

IV.  The ___________ .

 A.     __________ if we remain _____________ and __________ .

 B.     ________ if we ____________ .
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