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God’s Intended Message
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Galatians 2:16 (NLT)  Yet we know that a person 
is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, 
not by obeying the law.  And we have believed in 
Christ Jesus, so that we might be 
made right with God because of 
our faith in Christ, not because 
we have obeyed the law. For no 
one will ever be made right with 
God by obeying the law.” The 
great news is that we do not have 
to work for our salvation.  In fact, 
we cannot work hard enough or 
good enough to earn our salvation.  God’s work of 
love and grace is all that we need.  2 Corinthians 
12:9 (NLT)  Each time he said, “My grace is all you 
need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I 
am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ can work through me.”
The Good News is that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Savior of the World.  He is God’s one and only Son 
born to live as an example for us and to die to cleanse 
us from the sins of the world.  He is the one who rose 
victorious over death and the grave and who sent the 
Holy Spirit to empower us to accomplish His will in 
and through our lives.  He is the one who will some 
day return and to take us home to Heaven where we 
will eternally reside with Him.  The Great News is 
that it is all about Jesus and His Great Love for you 

Luke 2:9-11 (NLT) 9  Suddenly, 
an angel of the Lord appeared 
among them, and the radiance 
of the Lord’s glory surrounded 
them. They were terrified, 10  
but the angel reassured them. 
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. 
“I bring you good news that 

will bring great joy to all people. 11  The Savior—
yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!
God’s intended Christmas message is found in these 
three verses.  Many are terrified when they encounter 
God.  Here, it is plain to see that God intended this to 
be a message of great joy and not one of terror.  This 
was to be a message of great joy to all people.  In 
John 3:16 (NLT) It says, “For God loved the world 
so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.”  The Good News is that God sent His 
one and only Son so that everyone who believes in 
Him would have eternal life.  
At Christmas we rejoice because it is the story of 
God fulfilling the sending of His one and only Son 
to bring salvation to all.  It is the wonderful and mar-
velous story of God’s great love being extended to 
all of us.  Not all of us will receive it, because all of 
us have a choice to make.  We are required to believe 
in Jesus Christ.  The Greek concept is that we are 
all supposed to put all of our hopes, trust, and our 
whole lives in Him to love and obey Him.  It is not 
just believing with our heads, but believing with all 
of our lives.  
The good news is that we have to believe wholly in 
Him and there is nothing more that we have to do.  
We are saved through faith and not through works.  

          continued on next page
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God’s Intended Message
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

and me.
He is the Messiah who came to this world in full and complete fulfillment of all of the prophecies regard-
ing Him.  He, therefore, is the fulfillment of all of our dreams and hopes.  It is He and only He that can 
forgive us all of our sins and shortcomings and give us any hope of eternal life with Him.  There is no 
other.  No other person.  No other philosophy of life.  No other religion and no other deity can fulfill our 
hopes and dreams.  
Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  Look full in His wonderful face.  And the things of earth will grow strangely 
dim, in the light of His glory and grace.  
At this Christmas season, focus on Jesus and only on Jesus.  Don’t be distracted 
by anything else but Jesus.  He is our hope and our glory and we owe to Him and 
eternal debt of love and gratitude.  Let us turn our attention to loving and serving 
Him.  God bless you all!
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11
Invite your neighbors, friends and 

family to Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

The best gift is to share the gospel
Invitations at the back table 

VIF Giving to date $190.00

Take Note:
No Sunday School 

December 23rd
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Discipleship Insights
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

If we are to serve the Lord faithfully, I believe we must constantly evaluate ourselves from time to 
time. You will sometimes hear me say that I’m not that good, and what I mean by that is we need 
to see ourselves always needing the Lord to work on us to be humble enough to allow Him to do 
His work through us. I hope this article may encourage you to self check ourselves so that God 
and the Lord Jesus may be glorified and honored.              

   Pastor Darren Sarmiento
What I must change
“…But more, far more, has been the conviction of God’s Spirit in my life. While I have been prone to 
judge the fallen and the offenders in the melodrama of my denomination, God has reminded me again how 
fallen I am, how sinful I am, and how I am unworthy to cast the first stone.

Making a self-evaluation
It is perhaps for accountability, and perhaps for confession, that I write about changes I must 
make. Perhaps these points will prompt your own self-evaluation and reflection.
  • I must change and be more obedient in sharing the gospel. I exhort others to do so, but     
           I am far too disobedient myself. 
  • I must change and increase my time in the Word and in prayer. Too often, I let the 
           tyranny of the urgent replace the priority of time with God. If I sound foolish, it is because I am, 
 and because I have been. 
  • I must change how I seek my identity. My identity should be first in Christ. And my identity 
 should also be as a family man. My greatest titles are “husband,” “Dad,” and “Rad Rad,” 
 not “CEO” or “Dr. Rainer.” Too often I seek the accolades of others instead of pleasing Christ 
 and serving my family. 
  • I must change the depth and breadth of how I love my local church. I must serve with greater 
 joy, give with greater commitment, and worship with greater abandon. 
  • I must change my involvement in denominational politics. Indeed, I must flee from 
 denominational politics. My involvement breaks my heart and hurts my soul. 
  • I must change from a posture of silence to one of courage when others are hurt, marginalized,
  or abused. My silence is too often a deafening endorsement of injustice and wrongdoing.

God is working
This list is neither complete nor exhaustive. God is still working on me. He 
knows I need a lot of work. I am not sure what paths I will take in the weeks and 
months ahead, but I know I need to be on His path and not my own. I am no less 
a sinner subject to failure and to fall than anyone else. So, I must change. With 
the few years I have left, I must change. Let me be clearer and more biblical: I 
must ask God to change me. It is not by my strength nor by my might, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord that I can change.
And then, and only then, will I dare to whisper, “My life was not lived in vain.”

By:Thom Rainer July 18,2018
Thom Rainer is the president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources. He is also a former pastor, seminary dean, and leader of a consult-
ing firm. Rainer is the author or co-author of 25 books.



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  December 20-22
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Bautista Family

Week of  December 27-29
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K, 

Week of  January 3-5
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  January 10-12
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

*Key Monitor

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Dec 16    Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
       Hawea R,
                Dec 23    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Rihanna V, Lauryn I
                Dec. 30   Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S
               Jan 6        Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking paper products 
and bathroom supplies.

4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, misc. 
Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms & lanais.

8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related class-
es, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our youth.

10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs and 
sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events, 
upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.
You may contact the church office for more information at (808) 244-0865

Announcements

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray I will do my best to maintain a good balance 
between family and work.  Pray my two daughters will 
own their faith and that God will become bigger in their 
lives so they will be a light for Christ.

San Diego, CA

“Please pray that the saints of God will look past San 
Diegoʻs beauty and appeal and instead be struck with 
its deep and urgent missional needs.”

3,299,521 people live in San Diego
56.1% are unaffiliated with any religious body
9.8% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 16,664 San Diego residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Bob and Phyllis Foy
11 14 2018 | Mooresville, N.C.
Bob and Phyllis Foy are missionaries serving as church 
renewal consultants through the North Carolina Bap-
tist Convention. Thank you for praying. Please pray that 
God would provide children’s and preschool workers for 
the many churches that are requesting a Church Renewal 
Weekend. Pray for the many pastors who are eager to have 
a Renewal Weekend and for the volunteers who serve on 
these teams. 
Arlene Miller
11 21 2018 | Crofton, Ky.
Arlene Miller is the volunteer director of Impact Ministry 
and Christian Women’s Job Corps in Kentucky. Please 
pray for obedience to follow God’s leading in each area of 
ministry so that I may lead someone else to Christ.
Itamar Elizalde
11 21 2018 | Worcester, Mass.
Itamar Elizalde is a collegiate missionary serving in 
Worcester, Mass. Please pray for boldness for me and 
our student leaders as we share the gospel in a very dark 
city. Pray for strength, healing and wisdom with ongoing, 
personal health issues. Pray for wisdom with upcoming 
decisions.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Kampala, Uganda-(kahm-PAH-lah) - “Kampala is a 
city that is built on hills. If you’re wealthy, you live on 
top of the hills. If you aren’t, you live in the valleys--the 
swamp. The rainy season has started, and with it comes 
new life and growth for farmers. For the urban poor, how-
ever, it’s a different story. With the rain comes destruction 
and death. Houses built out of tin and sticks are washed 
away as the water rushes down the hills. Houses built of 
cement fill with water because they are built in the swamp. 
Mothers stay close to home to make sure their children 
are safe. If they are away when the rains start, they wor-
ry about what they’ll find when they get home. Families 
with next to nothing lose everything, children sleep in 
puddles, and sickness and death are everywhere. Pray for 
these families. Pray for our Kampala Urban Team as we 
walk alongside them, asking that we will not become so 
overwhelmed by the physical needs that we will miss the 
opportunity to share about the most important need: the 
gospel. Pray for the local churches as they go into these 
difficult places and love these people in desperate situa-
tions. Pray also for the family that will be joining our team 
at the end of this month. After a year focused on language 
learning, they’ll be moving into the role of community de-
velopment/human needs ministry. Pray that they’ll enjoy 
their final days of training and be excited to begin life 
in Kampala.” 



Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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December 16, 2018

Valley Isle Fellowship

PM Service

Expect God to Deal with the Wicked

I.   ______________ obedience expected even for ___________ events. – Habakkuk 2:2-3 
     A. God’s _____________ answer.
     B. ___________ it ______________ to others.
     C. Revealing a future event is _________ _____________ .
 1. ______________ the end.
 2. even though it seems _________ , be  _____________ .
 3. it will surely take place in God’s ____________ .

II.  The ____________ described. – Habakkuk 2:4-5 
     A. They are _____________.
     B. They ___________ themselves.
     C. They are ____________ .
 1. their ____________ is _______________ .
 2. they are _____________ and are never at _________ .
 3. they are never ______________ .
 4. their greed hurts many _____________ and ____________ .

III. Their punishment will be ___________ . – Habakkuk 2:6-20 
     A. Their _____________ will become a ___________ to them.
     B. There will be __________ ____________ .
     C. _____________ will be ___________ .
     D. Evil will be  __________ with and ____________ .
 1. those that have been ___________ will bring ______________ .
 2. _________ will be turned into _________ .
 3. discovery that your struggle is against the __________ and ________ ___________.
 4. ________________ is useless.
     E. All the earth will be ___________ before the Lord God Almighty.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

December 2018
     16 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      19 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      23 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School-Cancelled
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

      24 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service
     25 Merry Christmas ! Holiday- Office Closed
     26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      30 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled

January 2019
        1 Happy New Year! Holiday- Office Closed
        2 6:30 pm - Youth Night
        4 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
        6  9:00 am-  Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
        7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
        9  6:30 pm - Youth Night
       13  9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      16 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      20 9:00 am- Worship Service 

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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God Calls You into His Perfect Will
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

- 8 -

I.   His Perfect Will _____________ . – Matthew 2:19-23
     A. Calls to you with ____________ ___________ .
     B. Adjusts you to move in ____________ with His perfect will.
     C. _____________ and ________________ in every way.

II.  His Perfect Will is ________________ . – Luke 2:41-42 
     A. It is ________________ .
     B. Even through _________ .
     C. Until ______________ .

III. His Perfect Will is ________________ . – Luke 2:43-50
     A. You can search ________ _________ for His Perfect Will.
     B. Or you can search in the _____________ __________ .
     C. God’s Will is ____________ and _________ .

IV. His Perfect Will builds ______________ and _____________ . – Luke 2:51-52
     A. His Perfect Will builds _________ and ______________ .
     B. His Perfect Will builds ______________ worthy to be _______________ .
     C. His Perfect Will builds __________ ______________ .


