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On Our Behalf
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

mature in our love for Him.  The way that He loves 
us is the model that we seek.  Loving Him like He 
loves us is the goal that we are all seeking.   We  are 
powerless to accomplish this, 
but in dying to self and allowing 
Him to claim all of our lives, is 
the key to overcoming all of our 
inadequacies and failures.  As He 
becomes more and more in and 
through us, the less and less we will get in the way.  
Imagine with me what it would be like if  we  were 
to all work together in doing all that we could 
to help each other to mature in our love for Jesus 
over the next five years.  Critically evaluate where 
our love for the Lord and for each is today.  Then 
imagine where we would be in  
our growth and maturity in five 
years if  we really worked on 
it.  But most all, imagine how 
much honor and glory we can 
return to the Lord by  accomplishing  this.   Lov-
ing,  honoring, and  glorifying Him is what  our  lives  
should all be focused on and the best way for us to 
do this is to consistently and fervently love Him  
no  matter  what circumstances may surround us.
Christmas serves to remind us of God’s love for us 
by sending us His only begotten Son.  It is a reminder 
that He loved us before we loved Him.  He loved 
us and we did not deserve His love and grace.  In 
fact, what we did deserve is His condemnation and                  

The primary ministry of all Christians is to love       
Jesus.  Loving Jesus can only mean one thing.  It can 
only mean that He becomes our priority in all things.  
It means that, in our lives, Jesus is first, even over our 
wishes and desires.  I would like to propose to you 
that this is all about returning the love of Jesus back 
to Him.  Meaning that we need to love Him just as 
He loves us.  I believe that returning His love back 

to Him is almost impossible.  How-
ever, I also believe that we need to 
do our very best in loving Him with 
all of our heart, mind, and soul.  The 
fact is that we all fail so many times 

in accomplishing this very high calling.  However, 
this does not mean that we give up or that we can 
even lessen our efforts to live up to that high calling.  
I would like to encourage all of us, because I include 
myself in this failing, to keep on trying, no matter 
how many times we may fail.  The message and pur-
pose of our Lord is in fact strengthened when we do 
not give up, but rather try and try again and again.  
No matter how many times we may fail, God is      
exalted and glorified whenever we pick ourselves 
up, ask again for His forgiveness, and go on living to 
love and glorify Him.  The changes that are certain 
to take place in our lives, through time will sooner  
or  later  bring glory, honor, and majesty to Jesus 
Christ.  The most powerful tools in God’s hands 
are not necessarily perfect lives, but rather changed 
lives.  As we continue to seek to live changed lives 
by constantly getting up from our failures, confess-
ing our failings to the Lord, asking Him for forgive-
ness, accepting  His  love  and  forgiveness,  and  
finally going on to live a forgiven and changed life.  
Who we are today will not be the person that we 
will be in ten years or so.  The longer we have to 
live on this earth, the longer we have to grow and 

            (continued on next page)
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punishment.  Christmas is a time of love as we remember His love, His grace, and His sacrifice on our behalf.  
Remember that it has always been “on our behalf” that God’s redemptive work has 
been carried out in full measure, regardless of what the cost may have been or may be.  
On our behalf, He sent Jesus through a virgin to come into this world as a baby.  Fully 
vulnerable and fully dependent, but fully able to accomplish all that God was working 
out “on our behalf.”  God bless you all as you focus on our unbelievable God of love, mercy, and grace.
  

      

LOTTIE MOON 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

VIF giving to date $1334.20

Your 
Generosity 

Transforms Lives

Invite your family, friends and 
neighbors as we worship and 

celebrate the Birth of Our Savior
Christmas Eve Candelight Service

December 24 - 6:00 pm

Invitations on the back table

Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at VIFMAUI.com and click on the GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 

Follow the prompts or Text VIFMAUI to 77977.  Thank you
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today Dec. 15   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

 Dec. 22   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Dec. 29   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 Jan. 05   Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V

             Jan. 12   Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  December 19-21
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of December 26 - 28
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  January 2- 4
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  January  9-11
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session starts January 11- April 4 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am @ Valley Isle Fellowship
GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable Grief-
Share resources to help you recover from your loss 
and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628 or

Chet Crain @ (808)298-7410

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as 
many hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865

Church Work Day January 4, 2020
8am-12pm   

Many Hand Make Light Work.
We will be cleaning the all the Windows 

and airconditioner filters.



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Deaf Peoples
Recently, Gretchen Snow* went on a two-hour journey to a town across the sea from the big city where she lives 
in Central Asia. She shares: “It was an amazing trip. God is moving, and he wanted me to share my personal story 
with the Deaf of how I was saved and by whom. They were stunned to see the truth that Jesus Christ is the only way 
to be saved. I was disobedient and sinned in the past, and Jesus Christ saved my life. My life has changed, and it 
is good news! They smiled that I had shared my story with them. It was a good relationship, and I shared in a bold 
way. I am grateful for all the support and prayers!” Pray that the seeds sown by Gretchen will bear much fruit in 
the days ahead and that many Deaf of Central Asia will trust in Jesus Christ. (*name changed)
* Prayer Center in Israel
Consider the word, “mizpah” in the Bible. A mizpah (pronounced MITZ-peh) is a watchtower or a lookout that is 
raised to allow someone to see at a distance. Some visiting believers recently spent several long days building a 
mizpah in the prayer center’s family prayer garden. This raised screen house is central to what the family prayer 
garden is all about. It’s a place to intercede for others. Children can climb several steps off the ground to have a 
better view of the world on the other side of the garden’s walls. Parents can sit on a bench to the side and guide their 
children to look over the walls and pray for the Orthodox Jews, Muslims, and Arab Christian children they may see 
in the neighborhood. In the Bible, Samuel gathered the people at a mizpah, saying, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, 
and I will pray to the LORD for you” (1 Samuel 7:5 ESV). Pray that parents will use this little raised house to teach 
their children to pray for those living around them. Pray that a lasting impression will be made in the prayer lives 
of children whose parents teach them to pray.
* Kazakhs of Kazakhstan
(KAH-zahks) - The holiday season is a good time for believers to share the truth with unbelieving friends, neigh-
bors, and colleagues. Pray for opportunities. Pray for fruit to come from these encounters. Ask for the light and 
hope of Jesus to penetrate the darkness.

EDMONTON,AB
1,212,890 people live in 

Edmonton
1 CSBC church for every 

60,645 Edmonton residents
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“Edmonton is growing at a rate 7% higher than the national average.  The nations are coming here.  Pray for first-
generation, ethnic church plants as they meet the needs of their congregations and develop strategies to reach and 

disciple the next generation.  Pray for new church plants to reach and reflect their communities.
 - Nate Vendoya, Edmonton Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

   December 2019
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
            12:00 pm - Sunday School/Childcare Meeting
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     16  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     18  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     22  9:00 am - Christmas Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     23  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     24  6:30 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
     25  6:30 pm - Youth Night - Cancelled     
     25  Merry Christmas - Holiday Office Closed
     26  Holiday Office Closed
     27    Holiday Office Closed

     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study-Cancelled
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

                    January 2020
     1       6:30 - Youth Night - Cancelled
             Happy New Year - Holiday Office Closed 
     2 Holiday Office Closed
     3 Holiday Office Closed
     4  8:00 am - Church Work Day
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     6  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     8  6:30 pm - Youth Night 

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.



Love and Grace Showered On the Sinful
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   God’s ________________. – John 3:16-17
     A. God __________ to love the world.
     B. No ________________ as to “why” is given.
     C. It is simply His ________________ or His __________ to do so.
     D. The scope of His _____________.

II.  God’s ___________. – Romans 5:1-2, 6, 8-9, 21
     A. The __________ – we were and are great ____________.
     B. The terrible ________________ – we deserve and were headed to _______.
     C. The wonder of God’s ___________ – to provide for ________________ and
   ___________________.

III. God’s ______________. – Romans 4:25
     A. For Jesus to only ________ – would not have been ____________.
     B. He had to be _________________ – for it confirms and assures His promise
  of ____________ _________.
     C. He is fully ______________ and _________ – to make us  __________ with
  God.

IV. God’s __________. – Galatians 2:21
     A. We should not consider this _________________.
     B. His sacrifice was extremely ______________.
     C. This makes Jesus’ _____________ into our world (Christmas) overwhelming.
     D. ___________ vs. ______________ faith.
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