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Great Joy For All PeopleGreat Joy For All People
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)  66  Don’t worry about anything;   Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 
and thank him for all he has done. and thank him for all he has done. 77  Then you will   Then you will 
experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds 
as you live in Christ Jesus.as you live in Christ Jesus.  This passage is giving great   This passage is giving great 
assurance that going to Jesus for our every need is an assurance that going to Jesus for our every need is an 
action that is very valuable.  When we go to Him with the action that is very valuable.  When we go to Him with the 
right attitude (with a spirit of joy and thanksgiving), then right attitude (with a spirit of joy and thanksgiving), then 
we will experience God’s peace that will guard our hearts we will experience God’s peace that will guard our hearts 
and minds as we live and trust in Jesus Christ.and minds as we live and trust in Jesus Christ.
COVID-19 and all that surrounds it is very distressing COVID-19 and all that surrounds it is very distressing 
and troubling.  But we must also realize and trust in His and troubling.  But we must also realize and trust in His 
promises.  The encouragement of scripture is powerfully promises.  The encouragement of scripture is powerfully 
contained in contained in Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)  55  Trust in the   Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. understanding. 66  Seek his will in all you do, and he will   Seek his will in all you do, and he will 
show you which path to take. show you which path to take.  It is critically important that  It is critically important that 
our trust and obedience be in the our trust and obedience be in the 
Lord and in His Word.  Trusting in Lord and in His Word.  Trusting in 
Him means that we will know and Him means that we will know and 
believe in His promises.  That we believe in His promises.  That we 
will act and react in this world with will act and react in this world with 
His spirit and character.  Therefore, His spirit and character.  Therefore, 
we will put our trust in Jesus and we will put our trust in Jesus and 
not in the rulers of this world.  But because we want to not in the rulers of this world.  But because we want to 
emulate Jesus in our words, thoughts, and actions we must emulate Jesus in our words, thoughts, and actions we must 
also realize that the Lord says that we are to obey our also realize that the Lord says that we are to obey our 
earthly rulers.  earthly rulers.  Romans 13:1-5 (NLT)Romans 13:1-5 (NLT)  11  Everyone must   Everyone must 
submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes 

CChristmas is around the corner.  Soon joyous celebrations hristmas is around the corner.  Soon joyous celebrations 
will be taking place during a will be taking place during a 
time of distress.  COVID-19 time of distress.  COVID-19 
threats and restrictions abound threats and restrictions abound 
all around us.  Of concern all around us.  Of concern 
to many are the impacts of to many are the impacts of 
lockdown restrictions that are lockdown restrictions that are 
now taking place in California.  now taking place in California.  

Others who surround the state of California are concerned Others who surround the state of California are concerned 
that something similar can happen in their community that something similar can happen in their community 
and others are concerned about the family and friends and others are concerned about the family and friends 
who reside in California.  who reside in California.  
However, Christmas is still around the corner.  Christmas However, Christmas is still around the corner.  Christmas 
is around the corner with all of its joys and hopes that is around the corner with all of its joys and hopes that 
comes with it.  This is because Christmas represents the comes with it.  This is because Christmas represents the 
coming of Jesus Christ into the world to bring us all hope coming of Jesus Christ into the world to bring us all hope 
and salvation.  Remember the words of the Angel to the and salvation.  Remember the words of the Angel to the 
shepherds: shepherds: Luke 2:10 (NLT)Luke 2:10 (NLT)  but the angel reassured   but the angel reassured 
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news 
that will bring great joy to all people.”that will bring great joy to all people.”  When Jesus was   When Jesus was 
born, it was also a time of threats and despair.  A time born, it was also a time of threats and despair.  A time 
when it was difficult to find a reason to rejoice.  Yet the when it was difficult to find a reason to rejoice.  Yet the 
angel said that he brought good news of great joy for all.angel said that he brought good news of great joy for all.
Jesus is still bringing hope and joy to all today.  He is Jesus is still bringing hope and joy to all today.  He is 
still the reason for the season.  Yes, several vaccines are still the reason for the season.  Yes, several vaccines are 
about to be approved and distributed, but Jesus is already about to be approved and distributed, but Jesus is already 
moving all around us to bring news of great joy.  Some moving all around us to bring news of great joy.  Some 

might say that Jesus only gives might say that Jesus only gives 
us the hope of the pie in the us the hope of the pie in the 
sky by and by.  Yes, Jesus does sky by and by.  Yes, Jesus does 
bring the hope, salvation and bring the hope, salvation and 
eternity with Him in heaven, eternity with Him in heaven, 

but there is so much more that He brings.  This is because but there is so much more that He brings.  This is because 
eternity starts the moment that we accept Jesus as our eternity starts the moment that we accept Jesus as our 
Lord and Savior.  It does not start after we die.  It starts Lord and Savior.  It does not start after we die.  It starts 
the moment that we turn our lives over to Jesus and then the moment that we turn our lives over to Jesus and then 
it gloriously accelerates at a glorious pace.  For to be it gloriously accelerates at a glorious pace.  For to be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  Yes, absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  Yes, 
there is the guarantee of the pie in the sky.  But there is there is the guarantee of the pie in the sky.  But there is 
so much more.so much more.

(continued on next page)
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from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. 22  So anyone who rebels against   So anyone who rebels against 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 33  For the authorities do not strike   For the authorities do not strike 
fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the 
authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. 4 4  The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But  The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But 
if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish 
you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do what 
is wrong. 5  So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep is wrong. 5  So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep 
a clear conscience.a clear conscience.  So, we need to trust in the Lord and obey our civil authorities.  But   So, we need to trust in the Lord and obey our civil authorities.  But 
we need to trust in our Lord and not in our civil authorities.  By your love and trust in the we need to trust in our Lord and not in our civil authorities.  By your love and trust in the 
Lord, impact your civil authorities for the Lord and let them see Jesus in you.  In fact, let Lord, impact your civil authorities for the Lord and let them see Jesus in you.  In fact, let 
everyone see Jesus in you and the hope and joy that He brings.  God bless you and have a very Merry Christmas!!!everyone see Jesus in you and the hope and joy that He brings.  God bless you and have a very Merry Christmas!!!
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Three different ways Three different ways 
to reserve your seats:to reserve your seats:

1) 1) Sign-up on sheet at the back table;Sign-up on sheet at the back table;
2)2) Call  Call the Church Office (244-0865); 

oror  
3) EmailEmail (vifoffice@vifmauihawaii).

Reserve your seatsReserve your seats  
NOWNOW!!

Hawaii Pacific Baptist
Convention Goal:   $250,000

VIF Goal:  $2,000

VIF Giving-to-date:  $280.00

All of the proceeds from the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

go toward supporting missionaries, 

from entry through exit to partnership.

-  827 People groups engaged by IMB

-  535,325 Heard the gospel message

-  47,929 Baptized

-  12,368 New churches starter

-  33,068 Received advanced theological training

-  214 People groups with self-sustaining ownership 

in the missionary work



Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service

after Praise/Worship time!

0-2 years  
Childcare Space

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade   
Fellowship Lanai

Weʻd love to have you 
join a team and 
be a part of this 

vital and exciting ministry 
to our children.  

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142)

for more information.

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
  (grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m Wednesday nights 

on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  1. Contact the Church Office at 244-0865 (or Clarice        
     @ 808-463-9981) for a Membership Packet. 
  2. Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an 
      appointment (about 2 hours) to meet with Pastor 
      Stephen. 
  3. Review Valley Isle Fellowship Bylaws Article 1: 
      Authority, Section I through VII.
  4. Review and sign Registration Card and Membership 
     Covenant.
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Ordinance of BaptismOrdinance of Baptism

Tentatively, a 
Baptistmal Service 

is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 20 

@ 11:30 a.m.
If you are interested 

in being baptized then, 
contact Pastor Stephen 

@ (808)419-8100 or 
the Church Office 

@ 244-0865.



MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Refugees in South Korea-Recently, a Christian woman had a meaningful conversation with a refugee named Kelly.* 
These two met while at dinner with a group of mutual friends. Kelly is interested in people’s religious beliefs. She grew 
up in a country that did not allow any freedom of religion, but now she lives in South Korea, where there is freedom 
of religion. Despite her lack of exposure to religion during childhood, she now knows of Christianity and Buddhism, 
but not the details of either. During their conversation, the Christian woman shared the gospel. Thank God for Kelly’s 
interest in Christianity! Please pray for her interest to grow into seeking and finding Jesus as her Savior. Pray for Kelly 
to hear the gospel many times and for her heart to be open to receive and believe it. Please pray for wisdom for the 
Christian woman. She hopes to meet with Kelly regularly. (*name change)
• Peoples of West Bengal, India (beng-AHL)-Christmas is celebrated across the state of West Bengal. Churches 
take advantage of this time of year to share the Christmas story with others. This year, there will be new 
opportunities to share the story online. Pray for local churches to share the Christmas story boldly and clearly 
with their family, friends, and neighbors, and pray that they will take advantage of the internet to share with those 
beyond their reach. Ask the Spirt to prepare the hearts of many across West Bengal to hear and receive the good 
news. Pray Isaiah 9:2 (NASB): “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark 
land, the light will shine on them.” May this year be one in which His name is highly exalted and praised across 
every district, every subdistrict, every block, and every village zone in West Bengal!
• Durban, South Africa (DER-bun)-For 10 long years, Marcus had been praying daily for the salvation of his Muslim 
wife, Sanale. Late last year, God answered his prayer, and Sanale gave her life to Jesus. It came at a time when she 
was very sick and, as a refugee family in Durban, South Africa, the doctors were not willing to help her. God worked 
a miracle of physical healing in her life, and that led to her seeking His spiritual healing in her heart. She testifies that 
for her, the greatest gift of following Jesus has been the indescribable peace that He has given her. It was something 
that she could never find in Islam. The peace in Sanale’s heart is truly miraculous because it continues despite the daily 
persecution and emotional abuse she now receives from the Muslim community she was formerly a part of and which 
surrounds her small household. Pray for Marcus and Sanale as they are discipled, asking that their lives, actions, and 
words will mirror Christ’s peace and make a kingdom impact in the hard place where they are living.
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TORONTO, ON - “Pray God continues to help new churches plant more churches.  Pray for strong established 
churches to join alongside these new churches.  Pray for continued leadership development and growth across the city.” 
— Brett Porter, Toronto Send City Missionary

TORONTO, ON

 6,835,683 people
live in metro Toronto

1 CNBC church for every
99,068

Toronto residents
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     13    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     14    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     16 5:00 pm    Reservations close  
            6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     19   11 am-2 pm  Womenʻs Ministry Christmas Tea
     20  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School
           11:30 am    Ordinance of  Baptism - tentative              
 5:00 pm    Reservations open
      21    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     23    5:00 pm    Reservations close
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     24    6:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service
     25       Merry Christmas - office closed
     

     27    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     29    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     30    5:00 pm    Reservations close  
            6:30 pm     Youth Bible Study - online

       1                    Happy New Year! - office closed

       3   9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
       4    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
       6    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
       9    8:00 am   GriefShare Ministry 
     10     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle  , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

December 2020December 2020

January 2021January 2021



Digging Beneath the Story of  Christmas
John 3:16 – John 15:12-13 – John 15:10-12

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  The Christmas story is a story of _________. – John 3:16

 A.  A story of __________ love.

 B.  A story of _____________ love.

 C.  A story that _______________  _______ love. – Matthew 22:37-40

II.  The Christmas story is a story of loving ________________. – John 15:10

 A.  Jesus coming to earth was an act of  ______________ born out of ________.

 B.  Obedience is ______________.

 C.  Obedience takes _______________.

 D.  Obedience, grounded in love, is ___________, not _________.

III.  The Christmas story is a story of _____________ love. – John 15:13

	 A.		 Sacrificial	_________.

	 B.		 Sacrificing	our	_________.

	 C.		 Sacrificing	our	________________.

	 D.		 Sacrificing	our	____________.

	 E.		 Sacrificing	even	our	__________.	

NOTES:
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