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  Advancing Without ForgettingAdvancing Without Forgetting
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

new that would demonstrate your commitment new that would demonstrate your commitment 
to move towards and more perfect love and to move towards and more perfect love and 
obedience to Jesus Christ.  Maybe this year as obedience to Jesus Christ.  Maybe this year as 
you ask for God’s forgiveness of your past sins you ask for God’s forgiveness of your past sins 
and failures you would ask Him to reveal to you and failures you would ask Him to reveal to you 
how you could be clay in His hands.  Recognize how you could be clay in His hands.  Recognize 
Him as your potter who has the complete and Him as your potter who has the complete and 
total freedom to shape you into the masterpiece total freedom to shape you into the masterpiece 
that He desires you to be.  As He spins and shapes that He desires you to be.  As He spins and shapes 
you, you might feel uncomfortable and resistant.  you, you might feel uncomfortable and resistant.  
However, let Him work on you to His completion.  However, let Him work on you to His completion.  
Then let Him display you as His masterpiece.  In Then let Him display you as His masterpiece.  In 
other words, let Him use you as He desires,other words, let Him use you as He desires,

This might mean This might mean 
something as simple something as simple 
as adding something as adding something 
to your traditional to your traditional 
Christmas decorations Christmas decorations 
something that might something that might 
be a new witness to be a new witness to 
your neighbors and all who would pass by your your neighbors and all who would pass by your 
decorations.  It might mean putting something decorations.  It might mean putting something 
together to give to a neighbor or friend, someone together to give to a neighbor or friend, someone 
that the Lord leads you to, in order to spread His that the Lord leads you to, in order to spread His 
love to that individual or family.  It might mean love to that individual or family.  It might mean 
to do something very radical like doing away to do something very radical like doing away 
with many if not most of your traditions in order with many if not most of your traditions in order 
to really glorify the Lord.  This might look like to really glorify the Lord.  This might look like 
you and your family planning to vacation during you and your family planning to vacation during 
this time by serving on a mission team, locally, this time by serving on a mission team, locally, 
nationally, and maybe even internationally.  It nationally, and maybe even internationally.  It 
might mean instead of inviting your family for might mean instead of inviting your family for 

TTherehere are many traditions that we hold dear  are many traditions that we hold dear 
because it brings a remembrance of a fond because it brings a remembrance of a fond 

and enriching past.  However, as and enriching past.  However, as 
we hold on to those traditions, we hold on to those traditions, 
we should never allow those we should never allow those 
memories to become a ritual, memories to become a ritual, 
where we simply go through the where we simply go through the 
acts without truly remembering acts without truly remembering 
the essence of the past.  This the essence of the past.  This 
is especially true of Christmas.  is especially true of Christmas.  
Too many of us will go through Too many of us will go through 

the traditional acts of Christmas without allowing the traditional acts of Christmas without allowing 
the real meaning of Christmas to impact our lives the real meaning of Christmas to impact our lives 
and our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Christmas and our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Christmas 
is such a dominant point in history that we need is such a dominant point in history that we need 
to pause and reflect on the fact that God so loved to pause and reflect on the fact that God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son.  He the world that He gave His one and only Son.  He 
sent Jesus to become like us in every way, starting sent Jesus to become like us in every way, starting 
with His coming as a very vulnerable infant.  He with His coming as a very vulnerable infant.  He 
caused Jesus to be born as a baby and to grow to caused Jesus to be born as a baby and to grow to 
be the Savior of the World.be the Savior of the World.

However, as we remember the past, we need to However, as we remember the past, we need to 
realize that that is not enough.  Every Christmas realize that that is not enough.  Every Christmas 
should cause us to rededicate our lives to Jesus should cause us to rededicate our lives to Jesus 
Christ and to recommit Christ and to recommit 
our lives to loving and our lives to loving and 
obeying Him more obeying Him more 
perfectly.  This is not perfectly.  This is not 
to say that we are to say that we are 
perfect, or that one day perfect, or that one day 
we will be perfect, but we will be perfect, but 
it should place in our it should place in our 
minds and hearts God’s minds and hearts God’s 
love and sacrifice for us.  This should inspire and love and sacrifice for us.  This should inspire and 
motivate us to ask Him for forgiveness for all motivate us to ask Him for forgiveness for all 
of our past sins and failures and to commit with of our past sins and failures and to commit with 
all of hearts to progress into the future with a all of hearts to progress into the future with a 
greater determination to love and obey Him more greater determination to love and obey Him more 
perfectly than we have done before.perfectly than we have done before.

As we carry on with our traditions, I want to As we carry on with our traditions, I want to 
encourage you to add to those traditions something encourage you to add to those traditions something 

(continued next page)
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your traditional Christmas gathering, you invite people who the Lord has placed on your heart to your traditional Christmas gathering, you invite people who the Lord has placed on your heart to 
spend Christmas with you.  spend Christmas with you.  

Do you get the idea?  You look to adding something to your traditions that would demonstrate Do you get the idea?  You look to adding something to your traditions that would demonstrate 
your growing love and obedience to JESUS.  Don’t try to think up what you would add on your your growing love and obedience to JESUS.  Don’t try to think up what you would add on your 
own.  Let your love and obedience to Him lead you to seek His guidance and leadership in this own.  Let your love and obedience to Him lead you to seek His guidance and leadership in this 
area.  After all, you would be seeking to love and honor Him.  Therefore, do it His way, not your area.  After all, you would be seeking to love and honor Him.  Therefore, do it His way, not your 

way.  If you do not have a time of confession and repentance (a time of getting way.  If you do not have a time of confession and repentance (a time of getting 
right with Him), you will not be able to do this.  You will probably try to do right with Him), you will not be able to do this.  You will probably try to do 
this but all that you would accomplish is what would make you feel good and this but all that you would accomplish is what would make you feel good and 
fulfilled.  This would in essence be you doing what you think would be good fulfilled.  This would in essence be you doing what you think would be good 
and then asking Him to bless it and feel good about it.  This would simply be and then asking Him to bless it and feel good about it.  This would simply be 

adding another of man’s ways to man’s traditions.  The goal of this is not to make you busier but adding another of man’s ways to man’s traditions.  The goal of this is not to make you busier but 
to make you more loving and obedient to our loving Lord who sacrificed so much for us.  Seek to to make you more loving and obedient to our loving Lord who sacrificed so much for us.  Seek to 
be a living sacrifice to Him by being holy and acceptable to Him.  Have a Merry Christmas as you be a living sacrifice to Him by being holy and acceptable to Him.  Have a Merry Christmas as you 

13-week Session Beginning

Saturday, January 8, 2022
8 - 10 a.m.

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

Cost $10

For more information contact 
Don Booth (808)495-1628 

or
Massy Suguitan (808)283-6096

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
National Goal  $185 Million

HPBC Goal  $200,000
VIF Goal  $3,000

VIF Giving-to-Date
$1,855

Make your reservations
for our 6 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Service
by 5 p.m.

December 22, 2021
www.vifmaui.com

 Calling all VIF Women!! Calling all VIF Women!!
Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of Sign-up in the back today to join us in the study of 

Mary Wiley s̒ ”Mary Wiley s̒ ”Everyday TheologyEveryday Theology”. ”. 
We willWe will be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, the Holy  be exploring 8 essential doctrines: Scripture, God, Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. Know God more Spirit, humanity, salvation, the church, and the end times. Know God more 
deeply as you examine these foundational truths.deeply as you examine these foundational truths.

Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - Starting 1/17/2022 - Monday nights  - 6-7:30 p.m. - onlineonline
Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!Sign-up today to ensure we have a book for you!
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair        Eugene Fontanilla
  Don Booth, Vice Chair             Wayland Kam, alternate
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary      Darin Olaso
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary,        
       alternate

Youth Bible Youth Bible 
StudyStudy

G r a d e s  6 - 1 2G r a d e s  6 - 1 2
meeting in-personmeeting in-person

WednesdaysWednesdays
7 p.m.7 p.m.

For more information contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

Praising God for all those who fasted and prayed as we seek the shepherd God has ordained 
for Valley Isle Fellowship.  Please continue to pray as we move toward meeting and 
talking with a potential candidate. These are our CONTINUAL prayers, oh LORD.

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee and VIF that we will . . .
Pray for the pastor and his wife to have a heart 

for long-term ministry in Hawaii.
But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life 
to which you were called and about which you made the good confession 

in the presence of many witnesses.
1 Timothy 6:11-12 ESV

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

    1. Contact the Church Office (808-244-0865) for a Membership 
          packet. 
  2. Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: Authority, 
         Section I through VII.
  3. Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an appointment  
         (about 2 hours) to meet with Pastor Stephen. 
  4. Review and sign Registration Card and Membership Covenant.

Monday nightsMonday nights  
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

“Share each otherʻs burdens, 
and in this way obey 
the law of Christ.” 
Galatians 6:2 NLTGalatians 6:2 NLT

Childcare and Sunday SchoolChildcare and Sunday School
During 2nd ServiceDuring 2nd Service

Infants - 2 yearsInfants - 2 years
Childcare RoomChildcare Room

3 - 5 years3 - 5 years
Overflow LanaiOverflow Lanai

1st - 5th grade1st - 5th grade
Fellowship LanaiFellowship Lanai

For more information contactFor more information contact
Steffen YamadaSteffen Yamada
(808)264-0397(808)264-0397



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Peoples of Northern Maluku Islands, Indonesia (mah-LOO-koo) - Michael* and Robert* have been sharing the 
gospel with several men and women from an unengaged, unreached people group (UUPG) on a remote island. Two 
men have come to faith and others have expressed interest. Michael and Robert feel that they are not far from starting 
a small house church. Please pray for the Lord to move and a church to be birthed where there isn’t one on the islands. 
(*names changed)

•Nigeria - As the holiday season approaches, some workers will be returning to the United States for a time of 
rest and others will be celebrating the holidays away from their family members in the States. Please lift up all 
who will be traveling and all who will be staying in Nigeria. Also pray for the additional paperwork that will be 
needed to allow some of the team members to stay in country long term.
•Newcomers, East Asia - Xin Yi* couldn’t believe it when she looked down at her pregnancy test and saw that 
her suspicions were right--she was pregnant! She couldn’t wait to share the news with her husband, whom she 
knew would be overjoyed. As she made a doctor’s appointment to get an ultrasound, she praised the Lord for His 
grace in their lives. Xin Yi and her husband, both first generation believers, represent many young Christians in 
Taiwan who are excited to settle down and start families. Many of them were not raised as Christians and don’t 
have other believers in their families. Pray for these young couples as they seek to follow the Lord in raising 
children who love and serve Him. Pray for the Lord to provide abundantly for all their needs, and for their local 
church families to bless, encourage, and support them as they faithfully raise their children. (*name changed)

•Global Network of the Americas - Pray for a Brazilian missionary family that is trying to return to the country 
where they serve after adopting a child in Brazil. This has been a long, drawn-out experience for this family. The 
father has been back to their field of service on several occasions. Pray for documentation to come through so the 
entire family can return to their “home” on another continent halfway around the world.
•Asian Pacific Rim Unengaged Peoples - The Mengwu, an unreached people group, have many interesting ceremonies 
like the one that celebrates a victory in an ancient battle. They are polytheists, worshipping creation rather than the Creator, 
so as they go to battle today against a variety of evil, they have no one fighting with them. They have no one to help them 
escape the grip of sin. Pray that they will know that God is their strong tower, their present help in time of need, the one 
who is with them as their mighty warrior and the only one who can save them.

“Pray that the Lord will provide church planters for Clevelandʻs urban core and downtown area. Additionally pray for 
strategic partners that understand the long-term commitment required for church planting work in these areas.” - Cory 
Wison, Cleveland Send City Missionary
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Cleveland, OH
1,568,402

people live in 
metro-Cleveland

75.4%
of the population is

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
26,583

Cleveland residents



52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Sometimes we pass beggars and give nothing.
Well, today we are going to Colombia, South America, to pray for our missionaries, Travis and 
Beth Burkhalter.
Beth saw poor women begging on the streets of Medellin and she was curious, then concerned.
She learned that these women are part of the Embera people group. They have their own 
language and often do not speak Spanish. Most of them are uneducated. They have been 
driven from their homelands by wars.
Travis and Beth began sharing Bible stories with a group of the women. Beth saw they needed 
a way to make money and survive. Then she saw the beautiful and fine beaded jewelry the 
women make.
Beth helped the women start selling their jewelry in an organized way. She even helped them 
sell online.
Beth hopes the women can make enough money to support their families and have decent 
places to live. And she prays they will also find the true liberty that only comes with accepting 
Christ as Savior.
Our church is helping support Travis and Beth through our Cooperative Program giving as 
they serve down there in South America.
Let’s pray for them now.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  

  12   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12-2   pm  NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 13   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 15   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person

 19   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 20   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 22   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - CANCELLED
 24 12:00 noon - Office Closes 

       6:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service
  25      Mele Kalikimaka! 

 26   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
                         NO  2nd Worship Service                           
             NO Childcare/Sunday School 
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 27   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 29   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - CANCELLED
 31  12:00 noon - Office Closes

  1   Hauoli Makahiki Hou!
  2   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12-2   pm   NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

December 2021December 2021

January 2022January 2022



The Traditions of Christmas The Traditions of Christmas 
Pastor Stephen KaneshiroPastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  Celebrate the __________ of __________. – Romans 15:8-12

 A.  Came to ____________ the prophets.

 B.  Came to fulfill every one of God’s _____________ .

 C.  Came to give ___________  _________ .

II.  Celebrating in ___________  _________ . – Hebrews 6:1-3

 A.  Moving on from the __________ .

 B.  Moving on to _____________ .

 C.  Moving on from ____________ to _____________ .

III.  Celebrating the ____________  _________ . – Hebrews 12:1-4

 A.  ______________ down for effective love.

 B.  ______________ all that is placed before you.

 C.  ____________  Jesus in focus.

 D.  ____________________ on the hope and joy that is ahead.

Notes:
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