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What Magnificent Love
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

love by laying down His life twice.  The first time 
was when He gave up everything and left Heaven 
to come to earth.  The second time was when He 
gave up His earthly life and returned to Heaven.  
Jesus proved His love for us 
and we can clearly see it in the 
Christmas story.  There is no 
greater love than the love of 
Jesus!
Jesus’ life of challenge and the temptations that sur-
rounded Him began at His inception.  Mary, who 
was a virgin, was impregnated by the Holy Spirit.  
But this was the first and only time in all of human 
history that something like this had ever occurred.  
So even Joseph thought that Mary had committed 
something immoral.  If the angel had not revealed 
to Joseph what really took place, Joseph would have 
put Mary away quietly.  God provided a way!
Mary, covered by the Lord God Almighty, saw her 
through these trials and protected both her and her 
baby (Jesus).  He did not take the challenges away, 
but He did provide the means to go through them.  
Today, the life of a young lady, pregnant with a child 
out of wedlock, can be a very difficult ordeal.  Many 
would consider aborting the child.  Others would 
live in shame.  Some would even live as an outcast.  
In Mary’s day, shame and being an outcast would 
have been her destiny.  Some in that situation may 
have even considered suicide.  However, the Lord 
protected Mary and guided her and Joseph through 

This song is not a Christmas song, but at 
Christmas time, this is the song that rises out of my 
heart.  “My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine; 
For Thee, all the follies of sin I resign; My gracious 
Redeemer, My Savior art Thou; If ever I loved Thee, 
my Jesus, ‘tis now.”  All because of His great love 
for us in sending us His only begotten Son, could 
we ever have hope and purpose here on earth and an 
eternity with Him in Heaven.
Another verse goes as follows: “I love Thee because 
Thou hast first loved me, And purchased my pardon 
on Calvary’s tree; I love Thee for wearing the thorns 
on Thy brow; If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now.”  
He loved me first.  I didn’t have to do anything to gain 
His love.  In fact, He loved me in spite of the depth of 
my sin and degradation.  He loved me and provided 
me a way to receive His forgiveness, cleansing, and 
restoration.
His final act of redemption and love that seals our 
salvation began with Jesus leaving His throne in 
Heaven and coming to earth to bring us salvation.  
His coming to earth is what the Christmas story is all 
about.  Jesus’ love and obedience to His Heavenly 
Father caused Him to willingly leave the beauty, the 
glory, and the serenity of Heaven to come to earth.  
Earth, with all of its’ trials and heartaches, must not 
have been an easy choice for Jesus to make.  Two 
facts seemed to have pushed Jesus 
to make this decision of grace.  First, 
He loved His Father and He wanted 
to be pleasing to Him in every way.  
Second, He loved the world, just as 
His Father loved us.  Knowing and 
being committed to these two things 
caused Him to lovingly obey.
John 15:13 (NLT)  There is no greater love than to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  Jesus proved His 
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all of these beginning challenges that would follow Jesus throughout His entire earthly life.
The months of pregnancy for Mary must have been difficult.  Then they had to travel about 80 miles from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem on a donkey, just at the time when Mary was due to give birth.  That must have been 
difficult.  Then to find no room in an inn and having to settle for a dirty and smelly stable 
must have been very disheartening for the young couple.  No room in the inn.  No clean 
hospital with attending nurses and doctors.  No family or friends to give any 
emotional support.  What an ordeal that Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords 
had to face as He made His grand entrance into this world of sin and depravity.  But 
look at how the Lord lovingly provided for their needs, not their luxuries.  He did 
get them to Bethlehem on time.  He did provide shelter for them.  He did provide 
the emotional and spiritual support of the testimony and worship of the shepherds.  
God provided for their needs and ours today.  What Magnificent love.  And He still 
provides for all of our needs as we trust, love, and obey Him.  God bless you all!!!   

     * * * * * *
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today Dec. 08   Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F
 
 Dec. 15   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

 Dec. 22   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Dec. 29   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 Jan. 05   Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  December 12 - 14
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  December 19-21
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of December 26 - 28
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  January 2- 4
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Invite your family, friends and 
neighbors as we worship and 

celebrate the Birth of Our Savior
Christmas Eve Candelight Service

December 24 - 6:00 pm

Invitations on the back table

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session starts January 11- April 4 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am @ Valley Isle Fellowship
GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable Grief-
Share resources to help you recover from your loss and 
look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628 or

Chet Crain @ (808)298-7410



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
In August, you were asked to pray for the first workshop of an orality project in Kikwit, DRC, in which teams 
from eight language groups would be trained in how to craft oral Bible stories. When each of the eight teams 
was visited in mid-October, the consultants learned that 39 Bible storying clubs had already been started; 11,556 
people had heard stories from God’s Word in their own language, many for the first time; 892 people had chosen 
to accept Christ as Lord and Savior; and 46 had been baptized. When one of the consultants got into a taxi with a 
member of the Kituba team, he immediately asked the driver if he could tell him a story from God’s Word. The taxi 
driver responded, “Are you with that group that is telling stories all over town?” Praise God for the power of his 
Word and for disciples who are faithful to proclaim it! Please pray for the second workshop, which will be held on 
December 4-14.
*Macedonians of Macedonia  - (ma-suh-DOH-nyuns) 
Team Macedonia writes: “Our team in Macedonia is hoping to use every opportunity we can this month to end the 
year strong. Please pray for us as we use the Christmas season, which extends into 
January in Macedonia, to share the real reason for our celebrating. Please ask that the hearts of the Macedonian 
people will be hungry for something true, something real. Ask that we will shine for Christ, that the story and love 
of Jesus will be shared, and that lives will be forever changed before the year ends. Thank you!”
* Lomwe of Malawi and Mozambique - (LOHM-way) 
Disciple-making well-digging teams from coastal Mozambique have taken a break from their own work areas 
to go on a mission trip this month. They will dig and case a few new wells and some demonstration pit latrines 
(also known as “outhouses”) in a province a couple days’ drive to the south. Their focus area has no evangelical 
presence. Pray for these well-digging, church-planting teams as they provide water and sanitation help and, more 
importantly, the Living Water.
* Zenu of Colombia - (SEE-new)
Please pray for some Zenu believers as they travel to several other Zenu communities on a mission trip the first 
week of December. Pray for their safety on this trip of about 13 hours, for people to be receptive to hearing Bible 
stories, and for the Spirit of God to stir in the hearts of the Zenu where they will share.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
7,684,011 people live in 

metro San Francisco
87.3% of the population is 

estimated as lost
1 SBC church for every 

17,152 San Francisco residents
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“Pray that God will use the worldwide influence of the San Francisco Bay Area to advance the gospel in 
San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose and worldwide.” - Rich Johnstone, San Francisco Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

   December 2019
      8  9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting - Cancelled
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      9  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     11  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     16  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     18  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     22  9:00 am - Christmas Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     23  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

     24  6:30 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
     25  6:30 pm - Youth Night - Cancelled     
     25  Merry Christmas - Holiday Office Closed
     26  Holiday Office Closed
     27    Holiday Office Closed
     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study-Cancelled
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

                    January 2020
     1       6:30 - Youth Night - Cancelled
     1      Happy New Year - Holiday Office Closed 
     2 Holiday Office Closed
     3 Holiday Office Closed
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.



Sacrifice of Compassion
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   ______________ fulfilled. – Matthew 1:22-23

     A. Shows that God is ________.

     B. Shows that Jesus was and is the _____________.

     C. Shows His full _____________ with all mankind.

     D. Shows that God can do the _______________.

II.  Denied ______________. – Luke 2:4-7

     A. ____________ of family and friends.

     B. _________________ for a first child.

     C. A __________ and _________ place to be born.

III. Exposed to ___________________. – Matthew 2:16

     A. _______________________ and _________ surrounded Him.

     B. __________ surrounded Him.

     C. The ______________ of His Father grieved Him.
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