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Praising the Lord, Even For the Negatives
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

stressful situation.  This must have been stressful for 
Mary and Joseph as well.  Jesus, the King of kings, 
the Lord of lords, the Messiah was brought into this 
world in this kind of very stressful manner.  All of 
this was necessary because, 22  All of this occurred 
to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: 23  
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, 
which means ‘God is with us.’”
Although Joseph and Mary were engaged, Joseph 
was not the biological father of the baby and he could 
have caused Mary extreme shame and even death.  19  
Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want 
to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the 
engagement quietly.  But, Joseph, who was a Godly 
man, faithfully and lovingly obeyed the Lord as he 
provided for and protected both Mary and Jesus.  
If this happened today, think of the possibilities that 
could have happened.  Most obvious is the fact that 
Mary could have easily gotten an abortion.  She 
could have determined that the shame and inconve-
nience of conceiving this child out of wedlock was 
forcing her to end the life of Jesus.  All of God’s 
plans for the salvation of all mankind could have 
ended right there in Mary’s womb.  
Then reflect back on that unfair 
census that was forced on the 
people of Israel that made things 
very difficult and uncomfortable 
for Joseph and Mary.  In fact it also created a very 

With Thanksgiving now behind us, it is still the 
season to give thanks to our Heavenly Father for 
the greatest gift that He could ever give us.  The 
gift of His one and only begotten Son, Jesus.  As 
we move towards Christmas, let’s begin to think 
of the many ways that God poured out His love on 
us.  Today, let’s begin to thank the Lord for the way 
that He allowed His Son to come into this world.  
Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT) 18  This is how Jesus the 
Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 
to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage 
took place, while she was still a virgin, she became 
pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19  
Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not 
want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break 
the engagement quietly. 20  As he considered this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. 
“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child 
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21  And 
she will have a son, and you are to name him Je-
sus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22  All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message 
through his prophet: 23  “Look! The virgin will 
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is 
with us.’” 24  When Joseph woke up, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his 
wife. 25  But he did not have sexual relations with her 
until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 
Jesus was born of a virgin.  As 
you read the Matthew account, 
you can see the similarities of 
a child conceived out of mar-
riage.  An unmarried, single 
woman, who is pregnant with 
her first child is usually in a very 

            (continued on next page)
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dangerous situation for them.  Luke 2:1-7 (NLT) 1  At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed 
that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 2  (This was the first census taken when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3  All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. 4  
And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient 
home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5  He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who 
was now obviously pregnant. 6  And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7  She 
gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no lodging available for them.  Without this census, Joseph and Mary would not have 
been in Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus.  They would have stayed in Nazareth.  However, all of Jesus’ 
life was a fulfillment of scripture, so because His birth in Bethlehem was prophesied, He had to be born 
there.  Matthew 2:3-6 (NLT) 3  King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in 
Jerusalem. 4  He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where 
is the Messiah supposed to be born?” 5  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet 
wrote: 6  ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a 
ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 
Two very huge negatives challenged them in the beginning of Jesus’ life and mission here on earth, but as 
large and seemingly as insurmountable as they may have seemed, they could not stop God’s plan.  In fact 
God used these negatives for His honor and glory.  That was done in Jesus’ life, so that it can also be done 
in our lives.  Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  God bless you all.
     * * * * * *

LOTTIE MOON 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Your generosity sends and sustains 
missionaries.  Prepares Them to Go.

When God calls missionaries to share the 
gospel in a different culture, they must 
prepare for this challenging new vocation.  
IMB’s rigorous training and preparation 
process helps new missionaries begin 
their journey well.

$700 Urban Intensive training 
for one person

$2000 vaccinations to prepare 
for field

$2300 train and launch a new 
missionary
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Dec. 01   Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V

             Dec. 08   Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F
 
 Dec. 15   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

 Dec. 22   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Dec. 29   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  December 5 - 7
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  December 12 - 14
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  December 19-21
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of December 26 - 28
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

You can still register TODAY. 
Training starts December 6 Friday and 

December 7 Saturday 8am- 5pm
Please email paul.kaneshiro@mpd.net
Your $10 will be collected at the door.  
Lunch will be provided on both days.

Building Team

Vince Bagoyo (Chairman)  
Rick Edwards (co-chair)

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
Harry Manuel  
Darin Olaso
Ernie Paz  

Andy Sniffen
Eugene Fontanilla
Derrick Makekau  



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Central Asian Peoples
Workers write: “Some time ago, we were working among a large Central Asian people group, but for the past few 
years, few people from any organization have been actively seeking to reach them. Pray for the first couple who 
will be coming on the ground here to restart our engagement of this people group, and also lift up those who will 
be following them in the coming months. Ask God to grant them favor and grace in learning the language, and pray 
that despite being outsiders, they will be accepted in the community.”

*Sub-Saharan African Peoples
While civil war and ethnic, religious, and political dissension have ravaged many African nations of their stability 
and peace, Gabon’s story is different, as they have enjoyed a relatively peaceful existence. However, the nation 
has seen an increasing Muslim population over the past four decades, and Gabonese Christians are struggling to 
share their faith effectively. Advancements of the gospel have been made among interior peoples, but Christianity 
continues to face syncretism with perverse cultural practices. Pray for the churches in Gabon to effectively engage 
the ever-growing Muslim population with the gospel. Pray that they will present the gospel in ways that are both 
culturally sensitive and biblically faithful.

* Last Frontier
Thank you for your prayers as students met in August for a special summer event. These students are members of 
a people group that has been very closed to the gospel. There are only a small number of Christians, and the people 
are taught negative things about Christianity. You were asked you to pray that this young generation would change 
that trend. Nine students arrived on the first day of the camp. Although this may seem like a small number, it is 
considered a good turnout for this people group. Sadly, four of them left on the first day, right after an introduction 
was made, answering the question, ‘What is Christianity?’ But the five other students remained and seemed to em-
brace what they learned about Christianity and the gospel. Please pray for the four who left early. Ask God to put 
a desire in their hearts for a relationship with him. Pray for the five participants and their salvation, as it takes time 
for them to understand and believe the gospel due to their upbringing. Pray for God’s direction for those following 
up with the students, which will involve a continual sharing of the gospel and what it means to be a Christian.

ON MISSION
NAMBʻs flagship publication is 
designed to help readers see the 
opportunity for mission where 
they work and live as well as to 

highlight the work of 
missionaries across 

North America.  
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Pray that the stories would be an encouragement to readers seeking to live every day on mission.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

   December 2019
      1  9:00 am - Worship Service
      - Lottie Moon Week of Prayer
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      2  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      4  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
      8  9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      9  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     11  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     15  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     16  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     18  6:30 pm - Youth Night      
     22  9:00 am - Christmas Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     23  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     24  6:30 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service      
     25  Merry Christmas - Holiday Office Closed
     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

                    January 2020
     01     Happy New Year - Holiday Office Closed 
     05  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.



Humbled When He Left Heaven
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   Humbled when He became a ________. – Hebrews 2:9-10

     A. Imagine what ___________ is like.

     B. He freely _________ Heaven.  

     C. He was humbled to bring ___________ to many children.

     D. He was humbled to become a ____________ ____________.

II.  Humbled in order to ____________. – Hebrews 2:11-13

     A. To _____________.

     B. To _____________.  

     C. To __________ in Him.

 

III. Humbled to the point to __________. – Hebrews 2:14-18

     A. Became like ________.

     B. Became our merciful and faithful __________ ___________.

     C. Also, became our ____________ _____________.

     D. Now able to help us in our time of ____________.
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