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Dealing With Disappointments
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

passage reminds me that only good and perfect things 
come from God, so are we justified in blaming God?  
Another very important consideration that can 
benefit us greatly is realizing that many, many times, 
we are the ones responsible for the disappointments 
that confront us.  The foolish choices that we freely 
make cause many of our difficulties and trials.  There 
are times when a process is put into place maybe 
years before we finally face the critical consequenc-
es that bring the deep miseries and disappointments 
that seem to crush us.  
For instance, in a fictional case of 
one who finds himself living on the 
street with nothing and he seriously 
entertains the thoughts of suicide for 
there seems to be no hope but only 
increasing misery and despair.  As he thinks back on 
his life, he begins by asking God, Why?  Why did 
He allow him to get into this situation?  His anger   
and  disappointment  grows  as  he  considers his 
current circumstances.  
As he thinks back, he remembers that his parents 
were good parents who raised him in the church with 
morals and values that they lived out and not only 
spoke about.  They encouraged him to live a godly 
life and warned him of the consequences of a sinful 
life.  They spent much time with him in providing 
activities and environments that would build him up 

Wow!  It just can’t be!  I never thought 
that God would do that to me!  
 The pain and disappointment when it 
seems that Godʻs ignoring you, is a hard 

and difficult place to be in.  The very core of your 
trust and belief can and many times are threatened.  
Disappointments can dig deep within our souls to 
jeopardize and threaten our relationships and the 
quality of our lives. 
When we get disillusioned and disappointed at God, 
it seems like our whole character begins to shift 
drastically.  Many become moody and short tempered.  
Many turn into people that they never wanted to be.  
Most of these do not blame themselves for these 
changes.  They tend to blame others and especially God.  
Knowing and accepting what is true will do much 
in dealing with our disappointments.  There are so 
many lies and deceptions that the Devil wants you 
to dwell on and to accept.  John 8:44 (NLT)  For 
you are the children of your father the devil, and 
you love to do the evil things he does. He was a 
murderer from the beginning. He has always hated 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar 
and the father of lies.  The core characteristic of the 
devil is to lie and to deceive you.  Wouldn’t it make 
more sense that it is the devil that is to blame for the 
majority of our disappointments?  When we give in 
to the lies and deceptions of the devil and blame God, 
we are really proclaiming that the devil is our father.  
What an alarming and terrifying proclamation that is!
Allow me to remind you that nothing bad comes 
from our heavenly Father.  James 1:17 (NLT)  What-
ever is good and perfect comes down to us from God 
our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. 
He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.  This 
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and not tear him down.  
Then he remembered that he began to move away from the care and influence of his parents and he 
began to live a secret life.  This secret life was greatly influenced by friends who had given themselves to 
opposing values and morals.  He began to lie to his parents and spent more time with his friends than 
his family.  He began to make choices that he knew were bad choices but he rationalized it by saying to 
himself that he was not serious about these choices and that he was only trying to have some fun.
Soon, just having fun consumed him and was all he could think of.  Partying and all that went along 
with it took over his life.  Now some twenty years later, he found himself in this very despicable 
situation where he had nothing and no one.  All of his so-called friends were dead, in prison, or no where 
to be found.  His anger at God grew to a feverish pitch.  
Quietly and gently, a calm and loving voice began to speak to him in the midst of his 
anguish.  The voice of God did not condemn him but simply reminded him of some of his 
earlier choices that began to change the course of his life.  Suddenly he realized that no 
one forced him to make those choices and they were all made freely by himself.  All of a 
sudden he realized that he couldn’t blame God because he could only blame himself.  This 
caused his misery to grow intensely as he no longer could blame anyone else, especially 
God.  The suicidal thoughts began to blow against him like a super typhoon trying to tear 
him apart.
Then without any reason, he could clearly hear that gentle and quiet voice of the Lord calling to him.  
Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)  As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your 
wickedness, O people of Israel! Why should you die?   He remembered that God loved him, not hated him.  
John 3:16-17 (NLT)  16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17  God sent his Son into the world not 
to judge the world, but to save the world through him.
Then, just like the thief on the cross, he called out to his Lord Jesus to forgive him and to remember him.  
Luke 23:42-43 (NLT) 42  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” 43  And 
Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”   Suddenly all of the despair and 
disappointments vanished.  He felt clean and forgiven.  He was filled with joy unspeakable because he 
knew that he had made a choice that would once again change the course of his life.  Change it for good 
and not for bad.  He had finally been able to deal with all of the disappointments the way God desired of 
him instead of the way that the devil had deceived him into.  
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

Be in the know!  Join our text alerts . . .
To receive messages via text on your cell phone:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 
browser and go to rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  You’ll be prompted to download the mobile 
app.
B) If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.Text the message @mrvif to the 
number 81010 or (808)670-3442.
C) Give your cell number to the office and request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.For more information or help call the Church Office @244-
0865.

VIF Annual Meeting Listening Session
Today November 4, 2018 6 PM

You all are welcome to attend. 
Being held at Valley Isle Fellowship
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Discipleship Insights
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“Baby Steps”

I believe that if we are to be encouraged to be like Christ and do what the Lord is 
commanding, especially when it comes to discipleship, then discipleship has to be 
at the forefront of our everyday life. My heart is that we are to keep encouraging one another to live out 
the command he gave us which is to be disciples to make disciples.  One of the ways to be encouraged 
is to see and hear what the Lord is doing in others for His glory.  I know discipleship can feel scary but 
remember everything is about taking one step of faith or “Baby Steps” at a time. 
There are probably moments in your life that you trusted in the Lord to work things out and when He 
came through that encouraged you to trust Him more.  To share Christ with others is no different.  Take 
those baby steps to reach out to people.  When you see, and know that the Lord used you in small ways 
to reach people, then your faith in Him to use you more will begin to grow and you will feel your fears 
slowly disappear.   Sooner than you know it, you will be speaking to people with the hearts intent to show 
and speak the love of God and share the gospel. The presence of God is what gives us the courage to 
live and serve Him.
 
I’ll leave you with a testimony by Andy Sniffen how God used him in a small way to reveal the Love of 
God in the most practical way that can and will lead to sharing the gospel with others and to disciple 
them.

Andyʻs Testimony:
I want to share an experience that I had.  

I went to Sheikʻs and ordered dinner to go. I saw a man with crutches and had an inspiration to pray 
for him.  Feeling this, I pushed this feeling aside and picked up my order and left the restaurant.  As I 
reached my truck I got another inspiration to check my order.  Guess what?  I was one order short.  I 
had to go back into the restaurant.  I thought this must be a God thing.
I spoke to the waitress about the shorted order and she apologized but she didnʻt hear it.  I believe God 
took her hearing because He knew I wouldnʻt respond to the first inspiration.  So I reordered my dinner 
and had to wait for it.
Once again, the inspiration came for me to pray for this particular person.  This time I obeyed.  I went to 
the man on cruthes and asked him what happened?  He said he needed to have a knee replacement 
and was having a problem due to his blood.  I mentioned to him that I am a Christian and asked if I could 
pray for him and he replied Yes.
As I prayed for him, I had a joyful feeling and this joy was not for me, but for God, because I finally was 
obedient to his calling.  This made me realize about discipleship.  “Reach Out”.  Thank God for teaching 
me about discipling to others.
I am not Carol, my wife.  She can talk to anyone about Jesus.  I am the guy who will talk to you if I sort 
of know you.  However, this time I didnʻt know who this stranger was, but I was led to pray for him.  After 
I was done with praying, “I was floating”.  This made me feel so good.  Discipleship is not reaching out 
to those you know, but to reach others that donʻt know who Jesus is.  
Thank you Pastor Darren and Pastor Stephen for teaching me about discipleship.
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REMINDER-If you would like to be in the VIF 
directory for church members and attendees  
please fill out the permission to publish forms 
to confirm your current information and al-
low us permission to publish your 
information and pictures within our 
church.  

Operation Christmas Child 2018

Many boys and girls who receive shoebox 
gifts also enroll in our follow-up discipleship 
program, The Greatest Journey, Where they 
learn to follow Christ and share Him with 
others.  It all starts with a simple gift.  Will you prayer-
fully consider joining us in this ministry?
 a) Pick a wrapped box at the back 
 table
 b) Fill the shoebox by starting with a 

WOW item, toys, accesories, 
school supplies,non-liquid hygiene items, 

see the flyer for more ideas 
 c)  Pray for child who will receive 
   your shoebox. Include a note and a photo.
 d)  Include a $9.00 donation in the 
shoebox (checks written to Samaritanʻs Purse) 

OR 
donate online to Follow Your Box  

Boxes due back @ VIF  
Wednesday, November 14

Announcements

Annual Thanksgiving Fellowship
Sunday, November 18, 2017

following morning worship service
No Sunday School

Lunch is catered
The meal, beverages and deserts will be provided

Come and Fellowship with Family and Friends



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  November 8-10
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Bautista Family

Week of  November 15-17
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P,  
Chad K, 

Week of  November 22-24
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  November 29-Dec. 1
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Nov 4     Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
       Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
                Nov 11    Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
      Kayla R, Kaitlyn R
                Nov 18    Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
       Hawea R,
                Nov 25    Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Lauryn I, Rihanna V

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, misc. 
Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms & 
lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related 
classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our 
youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs and 
sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events, 
upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.

You may contact the church office for more information at (
808) 244-0865

MEN YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
JOIN THE MENʻS CLEANING
TEAM  
Many hands make Light work. Its 
once every six weeks for about an 
hour.  
Please see Hubert or call the office 
244-0865



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray for Jesus to save souls, change lives, make disciples 
and build His church in Phoenix.

West
Vast spiritual lostness describes just about the whole 
western region.  Almost nine out of 10 residents in the 
West have no relationship with Christ.  Thatʻs 62 mil-
lion people-85 percent of the population-who are lost.  
And there are very few people in the region to tell them 
about Jesus-just one church for every 16,000 people.
Pray for the urban, Send City areas of the West.  Please 
pray for the lost in the very religious areas like Salt 
Lake City.  When you are in a secular place, it is easy 
to see the need for the gospel.  But when religion is 
all around, lostness is well camouflaged.  Pray for the 
more rural areas like Hawaii-paradise needs partners 
too!  We often do not see the need for evangelism and 
church planting in places like the Hawaiian Islands, but 
the truth is the needs are desperate.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Eric Trout
10 24 2018 | Adel, Iowa
Eric Trout is a church planter resident serving through 
First Family Church in Adel, Iowa. As we continue to 
build our team to reach Adel, our prayer is that our focus 
would continue to be the lost people in our community. 
Pray with us as we live on mission in a community where 
only 14 percent of the people identify as evangelical.

Walter Ludwick
10 24 2018 | San Diego, Calif.
Walter Ludwick is a missionary serving in San Diego, 
Calif. We have recently moved to San Diego, which is one 
of the North American Mission Board’s Send Cities. We 
will be working among Muslims in the city. Pray that the 
Lord would lead us to persons of peace within our people 
group.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Khmer of Cambodia-(kuh-MER) - A few years ago, a 
believer sowed gospel seeds into the heart of a Khmer man, 
Rithy.* After much intercession, last year Rithy became 
a believer. A fellow Khmer brother in the Lord has been 
investing in and discipling Rithy. Recently, Rithy led a Khmer 
woman, Chantrea,* to Christ. Praise God that he is answer-
ing prayers and drawing people to himself! Praise him that 
Khmer believers have a heart for the lost and are becoming 
harvest laborers in the ripe fields of souls! (*names changed)

*Susu of Guinea-(SOO-soo) - Sierra Leonean 
workers William* and Ruth* are continuing with their 
ministries to the Susu in Sierra Leone. These include schools, 
clinics, and outreach groups in the city and in several 
towns. Please pray for them as they train up leaders and 
oversee the work. Petition for favor so that authorities 
will continue to allow the schools and clinics to function. 
Pray for all of those who are being reached through these 
ministries, asking that they will hear clearly and have the 
opportunity to respond to the gospel. (*names changed)

*East Asian Peoples-Pray that Christians in southwestern 
China will have a desire to pray and that they will pray with-
out ceasing. Ask that they will grow to know and love God 
more as they spend concentrated time with him in prayer. 
Pray for the joy of the Lord to be so evident in their lives that 
non-Christians will be drawn to the truth of the gospel. May 
they have a burning desire to share the gospel.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

November 2018
      4 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study-Cancelled
  6:00 pm - Annual Meeting Listening Session
      5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      7 6:30 pm - Youth Night Cancelled
 6:00-pm - TTWN-Dispicle-Making Church
     11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
     12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
             Veterans Day Holiday- Office closed
     14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     18 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Annual Thanksgiving Fellowship
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting- Cancelled

     19 4:00 pm - Funeral Service for Chuco Giron
     20 Pastor Darren on Vacation
     21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     24 Pastor Stephen off island
     25 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
     - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study-Cancelled
  6:00 pm - VIF Annual Meeting
      26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      28 6:30 pm - Youth Night
        Pastor Darren back from Vacation

December 2018
      2 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      5 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Whose Side Are You On?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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John 8:38b-55

I.   Who are you listening to? – John 8:38b-55
      A. ___________ and ___________ come from many directions.
     B. Who and where do you tune your _________ and __________ to?
     C. Claiming advice as your own means _____________ after that advice.

II.  Whose example are you following? – John 8:39
     A. Who you ________ you follow and who you __________ follow can be quite 
     ______________ .
     B. Compromising an example means that you are ____________ your own    
     _________ .
     C. A firm and clear answer leaves no room for _____________ .

III. What are your actions saying?
     A. Reveals your real ______________ . – John 8:40-47
 1. Deep _______________ and ___________ reveals real parentage.
 2. Understanding is ______________ or ___________  when following your 
 parentage.
     B._______________ what is evil and what is holy. – John 8:48-50
 1. Be careful what/who you __________ or ______________ .
 2. God is the __________ , not the devil.
     C. _____________ of being fully on the right side. – John 8:51-55 
 1.____________ _________ , not as the world sees it.
 2. The world will ___________ you.
 3. God will ____________  you.
 4. To _________ Him drives you to glorify Him.


