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Thankful for ChristmasThankful for Christmas
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

and the other prisoners were listening.  They focused 
on the Lord and praised 
Him as they acknowledged 
Him.  Then just when they 
thought that things couldn’t 
get worse, it did.  Acts 16:26 
(NLT)  Suddenly, there was 

a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its 
foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and 
the chains of every prisoner fell off!  Being in the inner 
most part of the prison, they could have been crushed to 
death by this violent earthquake.  Instead of being killed 
God opened the door for a great and effective ministry 
that led to salvation of the jailer and his whole family.
Therefore, we can go back and see the calming, yet 
powerful words of Psalm 46:10 (NLT)  “Be still, and 
know that I am God! I will be honored by every nation. 
I will be honored throughout the world.”  With all of 
the changes and restrictions that 
may fall upon us during this 
Christmas season, we need to 
keep our eyes on the Lord, He is 
the great and mighty God who 
will always be our refuge and 
strength.  Though the kingdoms 
may fail and fall all around us, those who trust in the 
Lord will mount up on wings like eagles.  They will 
walk, but not faint.  They will run but not fall.  For He 

MMany people look forward to Christmas with all of 
its social gatherings, acts of love and appreciation, as 
well as the giving and receiving of gifts.  Just as this 
past Thanksgiving we were encouraged to make some 
significant changes to our celebrations, I believe that 
we will be encouraged to make significant changes 
to our Christmas celebrations.  However, all the 

restrictions in the world cannot 
stop those of us who love Jesus 
Christ to celebrate His coming into 
this world in order to fulfill God’s 
desire and promise to provide for 
all who would believe in Him the 

gift of eternal life.
Much turmoil surrounds us today and fear of the 
uncertainty of our futures seems to grip us with an 
iron clad grip.  However, nothing in all of creation can 
separate us from the LOVE of Christ Jesus.  He reigns 
and He is in control even though things may seem like 
they are so out of control.  I want to encourage you 
to cling to the promises and teachings of the Word of 
God.  Like those found in Psalm 46.
Psalm 46:1-3 (NLT) 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
always ready to help in times of trouble. 2  So we will 
not fear when earthquakes come and the mountains 
crumble into the sea. 3  Let the oceans roar and foam. 
Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge!  No 
matter what is happening around us and no matter how 
terrible it may get, God is still our refuge and strength.  
He is always ready to help us in times of trouble. So, 
what if it gets worse than it is now?  We still don’t have 
to fear because He is still our refuge and strength.
When the Apostle Paul and Silas were taken and put 
into a Philippian jail, they were first beaten and put 
into the inner most part of the prison to make sure that 
they couldn’t escape.  There seemed to be no reason for 
hope and joy, but Acts 16:25 (NLT)  Around midnight 
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
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is our strength and our refuge.
The following clips are different versions of the same medley.  The emphasis is on seeing the Lord, high and 
lifted up.  I believe it was this sentiment that gave Stephen the strength to endure, to love, and to forgive.  Acts 
7:55-56 (NLT) 55  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56  And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!”  
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqrG3djDxSM
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm7Tpj9MCjA
During this very significant Christmas Season, keep your eyes on Jesus and let the joy, power, and love of 
the Spirit of God fill your lives.  Don’t let anything or anyone steal the sacredness and 
holiness of this very special season.  Let God use you for His glory and honor as you seek 
to love and to bring joy to Him.  Remember the lessons of Romans 8:38 (NLT)  And I 
am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—
not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.
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Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service

after Praise/Worship time!

0-2 years  
Childcare Space

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade   
Fellowship Lanai

Weʻd love to have you 
join a team and be a part of this 

vital and exciting ministry 
to our children.  

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142)

for more information.

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Annual Annual 
Business MeetingBusiness Meeting 

TONIGHT
 November 29 @ 5 p.m. 

Help us prepare for your attendance:
Sign-up at the back table,

OR
contact/text

Clarice (808)463-9981
Church members are uged to attend!



Week of Prayer forWeek of Prayer for
Lottie Moon Christmas OfferingLottie Moon Christmas Offering

November 29, 2020 - December 6, 2020November 29, 2020 - December 6, 2020
What is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering?What is the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering?

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is an annual offering collected by believers around the world to support international 
missions. The offering was officially named in 1918 by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of the missionary to China who 
urged churches to start it and give sacrificially.

This offering is unique from other mission offerings in that 100% of gifts provide for missionaries all over the world. It is a 
valuable part of Southern Baptists’ 175-year history of reaching the nations with the gospel and vital to reaching the vision of 
a multitude from every language, people, tribe and nation knowing and worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 7:9).

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is a registered trademark of Woman’s Missionary Union.

DAY 1 - Sunday, November 29
NAIVASHA CHILDRENʻS SHELTER, KENYA
Hundreds of thousands of boys sleep on the streets in Kenya rejected by their families or seeking their independence for a 
number of reasons. Theyʻre marginalized, beaten, sexually abused, and arrested. Many Kenyans regard them as worthless and 
not to be trusted. They call these boys “trash eaters.”

International Mission Board missionary Kristen Lowry and the staff at the Naivasha Children s̒ Shelter in Naivasha, Kenya, 
see value and worth in the life of each boy. They seek out these boys and bring restoration to families and rehabilitation to 
broken lives. 

If a boy is willing to be rescued, one of the social workers from the shelter schedules a time to pick up the boy from the street 
and bring him to the shelter. Once there, the boy learns skills, participates in counseling, catches up on education, takes 
responsibility for chores, and ultimately experiences love and a stable environment.

The shelter is not an orphanage but a place where each child receives personal attention and encouragement, all building to 
the goal of reuniting him with his family.

   -PRAY that Frances and other boys like him will find new life in Christ.
  -PRAY that as the boys are reconciled with their families, the families will also find hope in Jesus.
-  PRAY that God will bless the work of the shelter s̒ staff as they reach out in love to boys who are hurting.
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements

All Youth All Youth 
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m Wednesday nights 

on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

Did you know you can 
support 

Valley Isle Fellowship 
at no extra cost 

when you shop at 
smile.amazon.comsmile.amazon.com 

and designate 
Valley Isle FellowshipValley Isle Fellowship 

as your charity to support.
Same prices and products 
as the amazon.com site.

Contact the Church Office
244-0865

for more information.

Interested in becoming a 
church member of 

Valley Isle Fellowship?
Contact 

the Church Office 
at 244-0865

for more information.
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 



In Celebration . . .In Celebration . . .
Sean Ethan CashenSean Ethan Cashen (11/30/02 - 3/3/19) developed a love for plants, 
especially succulents. During his middle school years he became 
interested in  and wanted to try his hand in the art of bonsai (per Wikipedia 
“a Japanese art form which utilizes cultivation techniques to produce, in containers, small 
trees that mimic the shape and scale of full size trees.”)  In the summer of 2015 
he and Mom, Massy Cashen-Suguitan, decided to plant two Norfolk 
pine trees (one for each of them) to try to learn this art. The trees 
survived through some challenging times and are now doing well.  Massy 
and Dominic want to give these trees a chance to flourish unimpeded 
and decided to donate them in celebration of Ethanʻs life to Valley Isle 
Fellowship where Ethan had some fond memories growing up in Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School. 

In  celebration of Ethanʻs 18th birthday tomorrow, we will be planting the two Norfolk Pine trees by 
our new sign monument at our entrance right after the second service today (around 11:30 am). Come 
celebrate with us!  
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MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Uighurs of Post-Soviet Central Asia (WEE-ghurs) - Gatineau* is a Uighur neighborhood within a city. Because 
it’s located at a higher altitude, the air is cleaner, bringing a level of status. Uighur restaurants abound, making this 
area very well known and sought after by the wealthier segment of society. While many people have achieved a 
certain level of recognition in their communities, they are not conscious that true wealth lies in Christ. In addition 
to this, the Gatineau neighborhood is rooted in tradition, as many generations have been raised here. One family in 
particular has heard the good news for almost 20 years, and yet the daughters (the ones who have heard it the most) 
say that they cannot accept this message unless their father does so first. Pray for a Uighur church to be planted in 
this neighborhood of very influential people. Pray that the men, the heads-of-households, will lead their families 
to Jesus. (*name changed).
• An indigenous group living in the mountains of Oaxaca, Mexico are the Chinantecs (chee-NAHN-tecks). 
They farm the rugged land with crops of corn, yams, cassava (yucca), and beans, and they raise cattle and pigs. 
Weaving cloth for clothing and baskets is a time-honored skill. They are simple people who live in the ways of 
a century ago, planting and harvesting without the aid of modern machinery. Their homes are often mud or log 
huts with thatched roofs. When asked, they will say that they are Roman Catholic, though they mix these beliefs 
with the worship of other spirits, especially those they think bring rain and good crops. Ask God to show the 
Chinantec that following Him alone in pure worship is the desire of His heart. Pray for the peoples of Oaxaca to 
come to salvation and share their faith with those around them.
• In Hamburg, Germany, IMB personnel have started a Church Planting Center through which they are coaching and 
training people who are involved in four church planting projects throughout North Germany. This represents a great 
increase in activity for two of the three metropolitan areas of North Germany, Hamburg and Bremen, and it has the 
potential to impact over 6 million people. Please join others in praying for the planting and coaching process in these as 
well as future projects. Ask the Lord to use these projects to plant other churches who will, in turn, plant more churches. 
Pray that these churches will reach the 99.2% of the culture that is lost and embolden the 0.8% which is saved.
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WEST - Vast spiritual lostness describes just about the whole western region. Almost nine out of 10 residents in the West 
have no relationship with Christ. Pray for the urban Send City areas of the West. Pray for the lost in the very religious 
areas like Salt Lake City. When you are in a secular place, it is easy to see the need for the gospel, but when religion is 
all around, lostness is well camouflaged. Pray for the more rural areas like Hawaii--paradise needs partners, too.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar
           

       

     29  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
                   Childcare/Sunday School
           11:15 am    Memorial Tree Planting Ceremony
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
       VIF Annual Business Meeting
  29-Dec 6  Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon 
                       Christmas Offering
     30 6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online

 
     2      5:00 pm    Reservations close  
  6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     6  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School

             5:00 pm    Reservations open
       7    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
       9    5:00 pm    Reservations close
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     13    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     14    6:30 pm    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     16 5:00 pm    Reservations close  
            6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     20  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
      21    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     23    5:00 pm    Reservations close
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     24    6:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle., Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am
   (Childcare/Sunday School for 

infants to grade 5 following worship/praise time)

November 2020November 2020

December 2020December 2020



Currently, The Unfinished, 
But Grand Story

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  The Promising  ______________.
 A. Sin enters and spoils the great  __________. – Genesis 3:1-6
 B. Personal ___________________ comes with personal  
      ____________________.
 C. God began to make _______________ for the sins of man. 
      – Genesis 3:14-15

II.  The __________  ________________ of the Promising Beginning. – 
 Galatians 4:4-7
	 A.	The	__________		_________	for	a	Grand	Fulfillment.
 B. Jesus left ___________ to come to __________ to be the 
	 					Grand	Fulfillment.
	 C.	Fulfillment	brought	our	_____________	into	His	___________.
 D. Adopted with full inheritance ___________ and _______________.

III.  The ________________  ________ to the Grand Story.
	 A.	His	unmistakable	___________.	–	1 Thessalonians 4:15-18
 B. Will bring an eternal ___________. – Revelation 21:3-4
 C. Will experience eternal _____________. – Revelation 21:22-27
  (Matthew 7:21-23)
 D. The Lord of all time is coming _________. – Revelation 22:12
  (2 Peter 3:8-9) 
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