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  The Essence of the Holiday SeasonThe Essence of the Holiday Season
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

and God alone is responsible for all of the good that has and God alone is responsible for all of the good that has 
been accomplished in Valley Isle Fellowship’s past.  He been accomplished in Valley Isle Fellowship’s past.  He 
alone will be responsible for the glory that lies ahead.  We alone will be responsible for the glory that lies ahead.  We 
are all but tools in His hands.  He, are all but tools in His hands.  He, 
Jesus, must increase and we must Jesus, must increase and we must 
all decrease.  This Christmas season all decrease.  This Christmas season 
will be very special to Clarice and will be very special to Clarice and 
me, because we don’t know what our me, because we don’t know what our 
future will be like, but we know that future will be like, but we know that 
Jesus holds our futures.  Therefore, Jesus holds our futures.  Therefore, 
we will celebrate His tremendous we will celebrate His tremendous 
blessings on our lives and prayerfully celebrate that our blessings on our lives and prayerfully celebrate that our 
futures are in His wonderful and majestic hands.  We are futures are in His wonderful and majestic hands.  We are 
praying that the best days of ministry are before us and not praying that the best days of ministry are before us and not 
behind us as we intend to be a useful tool in His hands.  His behind us as we intend to be a useful tool in His hands.  His 
to use as He desires. Wherever, whenever, and however to use as He desires. Wherever, whenever, and however 
He desires to use us.  We want to see many more men, He desires to use us.  We want to see many more men, 
women, and children come to saving faith in Jesus Christ women, and children come to saving faith in Jesus Christ 
and to see them grow into a mature lover and follower of and to see them grow into a mature lover and follower of 
JESUS!JESUS!

Last Sunday evening, at our annual business meeting, Last Sunday evening, at our annual business meeting, 
amendments to our church’s by-laws were passed, along amendments to our church’s by-laws were passed, along 
with an exciting and challenging new budget.  Also, a with an exciting and challenging new budget.  Also, a 
report that updated our Pastor Search Committeeʻs work report that updated our Pastor Search Committeeʻs work 
was exciting.  All of the members of this team have was exciting.  All of the members of this team have 
been praying and working so hard.  They have been and been praying and working so hard.  They have been and 
continue to sacrifice so much of their time and efforts to continue to sacrifice so much of their time and efforts to 
diligently search for God’s man for VIF.  They are bringing diligently search for God’s man for VIF.  They are bringing 
us closer and closer to that man that they believe can be us closer and closer to that man that they believe can be 
God’s selection for all of us.  We need to be patient and God’s selection for all of us.  We need to be patient and 
pray that the enemyʻs attacks on them would only give pray that the enemyʻs attacks on them would only give 
them more and more of God’s vision, wisdom, and power them more and more of God’s vision, wisdom, and power 

TThanksgiving 2021hanksgiving 2021 has now come and gone.  I  has now come and gone.  I 
pray that during your Thanksgiving celebrations that pray that during your Thanksgiving celebrations that 

you took time to thank the Lord for all of His rich and you took time to thank the Lord for all of His rich and 
bountiful blessings that He showered bountiful blessings that He showered 
on you.  From the beginnings of on you.  From the beginnings of 
our Thanksgiving traditions until our Thanksgiving traditions until 
our current celebrations, let’s never our current celebrations, let’s never 
forget how integral and vital the forget how integral and vital the 
Lord’s blessings and provisions Lord’s blessings and provisions 
have and are to give sustenance and have and are to give sustenance and 
fulfillment to us all.  Without Him, fulfillment to us all.  Without Him, 

there would be very little to be thankful for.there would be very little to be thankful for.

Now we look with anticipation to Christmas and all of Now we look with anticipation to Christmas and all of 
its excitement and joy.  However, once again, let us not its excitement and joy.  However, once again, let us not 
forget that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  It is His forget that Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  It is His 
birth, His coming into this world, that we celebrate.  He birth, His coming into this world, that we celebrate.  He 
came to be our Lord and Savior.  He came that we might came to be our Lord and Savior.  He came that we might 
have the promise of Life Eternal for all who would accept have the promise of Life Eternal for all who would accept 
Him as their Lord and Savior.  This ultimately means Him as their Lord and Savior.  This ultimately means 
that He came to die on the cross that He came to die on the cross 
in order that we might have in order that we might have 
forgiveness for all of our sins.  forgiveness for all of our sins.  
Then He rose from the grave Then He rose from the grave 
and ascended into Heaven to and ascended into Heaven to 
confirm the truth and validity confirm the truth and validity 
of His ultimate sacrifice.of His ultimate sacrifice.

In my plans to retire, this In my plans to retire, this 
Christmas (Holiday) season Christmas (Holiday) season 
weighed heavily on my mind and heart.  I wanted to make weighed heavily on my mind and heart.  I wanted to make 
sure that I would do all that was in my power to help all sure that I would do all that was in my power to help all 
of you focus on the real meaning of Christmas and the of you focus on the real meaning of Christmas and the 
Holiday season.  I wanted you to focus in on celebrating Holiday season.  I wanted you to focus in on celebrating 
the blessings of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and all the blessings of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and all 
that He has, is, and will continue to do in our lives as we that He has, is, and will continue to do in our lives as we 
continue to love and serve Him with all of our heart, mind, continue to love and serve Him with all of our heart, mind, 
and soul.  To rejoice in Him and Him alone.and soul.  To rejoice in Him and Him alone.

Then my design was to slip quietly into VIF’s history as you Then my design was to slip quietly into VIF’s history as you 
celebrate and move with strength and vigor into the future celebrate and move with strength and vigor into the future 
with renewed vision and passion with a new shepherd that with renewed vision and passion with a new shepherd that 
would love you and lead you into the glorious future that would love you and lead you into the glorious future that 
God has always intended for Valley Isle Fellowship.  God God has always intended for Valley Isle Fellowship.  God 

(continued next page)
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to defeat the attacks on them personally and on the team as a whole.  As we get closer to discovering God’s man to defeat the attacks on them personally and on the team as a whole.  As we get closer to discovering God’s man 
to become the next Pastor, be aware that the enemy will do all in his power to attack, distract, and to demolish us.  to become the next Pastor, be aware that the enemy will do all in his power to attack, distract, and to demolish us.  

But remember,But remember, 1 John 4:4 (NLT)   1 John 4:4 (NLT)  44But you belong to God, my dear children. You But you belong to God, my dear children. You 
have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is 
greater than the spirit who lives in the world.greater than the spirit who lives in the world.

  This Christmas Season, there is much to celebrate!!!  Yes, there have been some This Christmas Season, there is much to celebrate!!!  Yes, there have been some 
heartaches, but do not let the Joy of this Season be dulled by the discouragements heartaches, but do not let the Joy of this Season be dulled by the discouragements 
that are sent by the enemy to distract, destroy, and to defeat us.  Let the excitement that are sent by the enemy to distract, destroy, and to defeat us.  Let the excitement 
and joy over Jesus’ blessings on us renew us, empower us, and stimulate into lives and joy over Jesus’ blessings on us renew us, empower us, and stimulate into lives 
that will bless our Lord and bless each other.  God bless you all as you move into this that will bless our Lord and bless each other.  God bless you all as you move into this 

Christmas Season with JOY, EXCITEMENT, and a renewed sense of His POWER.  Seek to bring glory and honor Christmas Season with JOY, EXCITEMENT, and a renewed sense of His POWER.  Seek to bring glory and honor 
to Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and our Loving Savior!!!to Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and our Loving Savior!!!

Monday nightsMonday nights  
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in information contact 
Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchooSunday School l 
During 2nd service

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information:
contact Steffen 

(808 -264-0397)  

G r a d e s  6 - 1 2G r a d e s  6 - 1 2
meeting in-personmeeting in-person

WednesdaysWednesdays
7 p.m.7 p.m.

For more information contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

13-week Session Beginning

Saturday, January 8, 2022
8 - 10 a.m.

Register online @ griefshare.org
Cost $10

For more information contact 
Don Booth (808)495-1628 

or
Massy Suguitan (808)283-6096

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of Prayer 
November 28 - December 7, 2021
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair         Eugene Fontanilla
  Don Booth, Vice Chair         Darin Olaso
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary       Wayland Kam, alternate 
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, 
       alternate

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee 
and VIF that we will . . .

PRACTICE GODLY WISDOM and DISCERNMENT
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5 ESV

Praise the Lord! As we talked about at the Annual Meeting this past Sunday, we thank God for His direction 
and leading as we seek the shepherd He has for Valley Isle Fellowship. Please continue to pray as we begin 
conversations with a potential candidate.
At the meeting we discussed better communication.  We will start sending out emails along with the Power-
Points and Newsletter Announcements when the Pastor Search Committee has updates. 
In June, the membership was invited to participate in a survey with the intent of discovering some of the 
qualities in an incoming pastor that VIF found important.  This was never meant to be, nor was it used as, 
a standard or format in the evaluation of any candidate (that’s the WORD and the HOLY SPIRITS leading), 
but it was helpful for the Pastor Search Committee in our desire to reflect VIF membership as we reviewed 
submissions. Here is a general summary of your responses:
*Age: 30-50, married
*Attended Seminary and ideally has a Masters Degree
*Pastored a church 1-10 years (size not important, same size or slightly larger)
*Strong preacher focused on biblical text with primarily an engaging, relational, and personal style that   
     challenges and appeals for action
*Ministry Focus and time spent on:
 Sermon Preparation   Counseling/Discipleship
 Prayer    Leadership: Meeting with Ministry leaders who plan ministry activities
 Evangelism   Planning for the future
 Building Relationships 
The Pastor Search Committee had started to work on identifying some CORE VALUES important to VIF to 
relay to a potential candidate. On Sunday night, the members of the body  shared what we feel reflects VIF life.  
It was such a blessing to see God at work :
 Christ Alone    Discipleship
 God’s Word/Bible Believing  Worship
 Compassion    Fellowship
 Service     Families/Community
Thank you for sharing your heart.  As always, we are in prayer as we start interviewing.   We are seeking God’s 
Heart and God’s Will.  Please pray ALL participating are open and sensitive to Gods Leading. It is prayer that 
prepares our hearts for the work of the Spirit. WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at 808 281- 6551 or Don Booth at 808 
495-1628.
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November 28 - December 7, 2021

Tim and Tina Louderback and Sean and Shelley Blacksten 
are passionate about equipping and connecting churches with 
opportunities to serve in Central America and the Caribbean. The 
Louderbacks and the Blackstens serve with the International Mission 
Board in Panama, and the Louderbacks lead the Americas Connect 
program.
Americas Connect was established to provide entry-level ministry 
opportunities for Southern Baptist churches interested in strategically 
coming alongside the IMB.
Panama was the pioneer country for Americas Connect and trips 
were later extended to Guatemala, Costa Rica and Brazil. Church 
members participate in five to six weeks of training online before 
their trip.

Tina says the training for teams coming to Panama is modular and covers basic missiology and country-specific 
training. Once teams arrive, they receive training related to the missionary task and their specific ministry assignment.
Sean says they have been personally encouraged by the teams, “especially by individuals that are a part of their 
church’s first foreign trip.”
 “It takes courage and obedience to be the leading edge for a church that hasn’t been involved 
	 in	person	on	the	mission	field	to	this	point,”	Sean	continues.
Our prayer is that they will be the first among many who come to work alongside us and that some would choose to 
build on their experience in Central America and pray about an even more remote or less reached place the next time 
around,” Sean says.
One volunteer group came alongside an Indigenous team that ministers among an unreached people group. The church 
served by prayer walking, sharing the gospel and providing English practice for the Indigenous Christians who support 
themselves with an eco-jungle tourism business.
The Louderbacks encourage churches to put what they learn on the mission field into practice when they return to the 
U.S.
 “They’re being trained up in advance. They’re putting the missionary task in place while they’re
	 on	the	ground.	They’re	debriefing,	and	they’re	leaving	with	a	vision	to	go	and	serve	back	home	or
	 wherever	God	leads	them	in	the	rest	of	the	world,”	Tim	says.

Some churches, after returning from their trip, have started participating in or hosting an English as a Second Language 
course to reach out to their communities.
The Louderbacks encourage churches that have participated in Americas Connect to adopt an unengaged, unreached 
people group.
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Weatherford, Texas, is one of the churches that has committed to a people group adoption. 
The church came on an Americas Connect trip to Panama in 2019.
Michael Bizzell, pastor of admissions and missions at Emmanuel, said the desire to get involved on a greater level 
led to the formalization of a partnership with the Bolivian Baptist Convention to minister among an unreached 
people group.
After the Americas Connect trip, the Lord called a couple from the church to serve with the IMB as career 
missionaries.
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Peoples of Madagascar - Stop and give praise to God for work in southwestern Madagascar! A few Sundays ago, a 
small group of new believers were baptized in a Malagasy Baptist church in Toliara. One was an older man from the 
Antandroy (pronounced an-tan-DREW-ee) tribe. The pastor’s wife had been visiting him and sharing Bible stories 
with him for months, stories that were short and clear and in Tandroy, crafted by a group of Antandroy believers 
over several years, from 2011 to 2013. Two others who were baptized, a man and woman, and their family were 
connected with this Malagasy Baptist church in part because of a COVID-19 food distribution project provided by 
Send Relief. Praise God for that connection, the tangible display of love and care from the church, and the long efforts 
of evangelism and discipleship follow-up that the church family carried out! Two of the younger girls who were 
baptized have attended the children’s program of this church for years, and now the weekly love, Scripture learning, 
and Sunday singing has borne the fruit of salvation in their lives. Praise God for this beautiful picture of a faithful, 
persevering church family, as God transforms their community one family at a time!
•Peoples of Jharkhand, India (JAHR-kuhnd) - The predominantly Hindu district of Palamu has 2 million 
people and is only 0.32% Christian. Praise God that the church is growing in a neighboring district and is 
overflowing into Palamu! Pray that these third- and fourth-generation churches will be grounded in the true 
gospel and sound doctrine. Pray that new believers will be discipled well so that the gospel will continue to 
spread to the far reaches of the jungles of Palamu. Ask God to raise up local leaders who will focus their church-
planting efforts on this dark area, and pray that He will prepare the hearts of the lost to hear the good news.
•Minority Peoples of Kyrgyzstan - Give thanks to God that some believers were once again able to visit 
“Southerland” and witness what God is doing in that community! Continue to lift up the two young believers 
there. Also ask the Lord to soften the heart of Thomas.* The believers also met a mother and her children. Pray 
that He will guide them in knowing how to help this family, and pray that the family will trust in the Lord as 
their Savior. (*name changed)
•Arhuaco of Colombia - (ar-WAH-coh) - Pray that the Arhuaco Christians will be leaders in their communities in 
terms of demonstrating what true peace looks like. May others see the Lord’s peace in their lives and desire this peace 
in their own lives. Pray that this will provide opportunities for the Christians to share the gospel with others in their 
community.

CANADA - Most of Canada could be described as either post-Christian or secular. Although the number of evangelicals 
across the countrty is growing, there is much work still to be done so that every person has the opportunity to hear and 
respond to the good news of Christ. Pray for church planters to be discovered in Canadaʻs major cities to plant where 
they live--especially Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton. Pray for the Lord to raise up aboriginal 
Canadians who will plant First Nations churches across Canada.
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Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Malawi is a country in Africa. Most people live on small farms. If crops are good, they eat. If 
crops are bad, they go hungry.

Today in our prayer time, we will learn that, if her husband dies, a woman will have to find 
ways to survive. Jobs are hard to find for widows.

Two of our missionaries in Malawi, Matt and Catherine Allison, met with a group of widows 
in 2020 and were able to distribute more than 80 pounds of food to the widows and their 
children. This was a group called Hope for Widows. It was started by a Baptist woman named 
Amess. While she and her husband were students at the Baptist Theological Seminary, her 
husband died. So at age 26, Amess was a widow.

Hope for Widows teaches women how to survive and provides Bible teaching on coping. Our 
missionary, Catherine, was able to speak to the widows and assure them of God’s faithfulness, 
despite sickness, death or famine.

Our church helps support Matt and Catherine through the Cooperative Program. Our Southern 
Baptist churches also provided the money to buy food for those widows.

Let’s pray for our missionaries and for those widows.
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28-Dec 7  Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of   
        Prayer
 28   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 29   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online

            

   1   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
   5   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

   6   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online

   8   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person

 12   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 13   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 15   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person

 19   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 20   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 22   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
 24   6:00 pm   Christmas Eve Service
 25      Jesus is the Reason for the Season
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

November 2021November 2021

December 2021December 2021
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God’s plan is to God’s plan is to sendsend.  Our response is to .  Our response is to gogo..

Facing Evil Series – Part IVFacing Evil Series – Part IV

I.  The world is every Christians ___________ field. – Matthew 28:18-20

 A.  The best ___________ against evil, is a great ___________ .

 B.  Your best ___________ is loving ______________ .

 C.  Jesus commands us to ____ and ________ disciples.

 D.  Going to all ___________ means to go to all the _________ .

II.  Yes, there are ______  ______________ situations in the world. – Matthew 16:24-26

 A.  History shows that the world has been __________ to  _______________ .

 B.  Jesus places Christians in life _______________  _____________ .

 C.   _____________ Jesus and taking up your  _________ .

 D.  Focused on  _________ not ________ .

III.  Do not ________ . – Matthew 10:28 & 1 John 4:16-18

 A.  Once again, dealing with ________ is vital.

 B.  Only one ___________ and only one __________ in all creation is to 
  be feared.

 C.  But, we are called to ____________  ________ .

 D.  For if you achieve this, there will be ___  ________  ________.

IV.     ________ . – Matthew 9:35-38

 A. When you see a ________ , pray.

 B. When you sense a ___________ , pray.

 C. When you pray,  ________ His ____________ .

V.  _____ . – Matthew 28:19-20

 A. Go to ________ disciples.

 B. Go to ___________ them.

 C. Go to  _________ them to obey all Jesus’ commands.

 D. Go ___________ He will always be with you.
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