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Thankful, Even in 2020Thankful, Even in 2020
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

We have divided up the members and attenders in our 
church and have asked that our small group leaders and 
other leaders in our church keep in contact with all the 
people in Valley Isle Fellowship.  For the most part, 
this has been very good, for you, the people of Valley 
Isle Fellowship are keeping 
touch with each other.  From 
what we can determine, more 
contact between members and 
attenders is going on than ever 
before.  This is not perfect and some are still falling 
between the cracks, but for the most part, there is a great 
improvement over the past.  
Small group ministries have struggled during this year.  
Struggling to determine how to maintain and grow 
personal relationships while initially not being able to 
meet in-person.  Many of the groups turned to virtual 

meetings through forums like Zoom.  
This was a difficult transition, but 
some are finding that this is a good 
medium and they are considering 
keeping it even when things return 

back to normal.  Some are finding that a blended 
approach of some limited in-person meetings combined 
with virtual meetings is working for them.  All in all, 
the struggle seems to have challenged people but also 
strengthened them.
Leadership meetings and prayer meetings have also gone 
to blended meetings of in-person and virtual meetings.  
The Trustees, under the passionate and compassionate 

TThe assessment of many people is that 2020 has been 
such a very difficult year that they 
will be extremely glad when it is 
all over.  However, if we look at the 
year through the eyes of the Lord, I 
wonder if we might see something 
different, something wonderful and 
beautiful.  This article will focus in 
on Valley Isle Fellowship and how 

2020 has impacted us.  
Just like everyone else, when the pandemic starting 
hitting us in February and March, we did not think that 
it would impact us as greatly as it has.  We thought 
that there might be a few weeks of disruption instead 
of months of life changing decrees.  Having to totally 
rethink how we do church has been very challenging.  
No longer being able to rely on institutions and systems 
that have carried us through the years has been humbling 
and distressing.  Although we have been teaching and 
preaching for years that we need to rely only on Jesus, 
this year has challenged us to do that.  No in-person 
services and ministries at the beginning of the year has 
been very difficult for all of us.  
We had to update all of the contact information for 
everyone in the church.  We found that we did not have 
current contact information on many of our members 
and attenders.  We also found out that in many cases, 
we did not have any information on some.  It was very 
challenging to update all of this information and to 
put them in a form that we could use.  However, the 
extreme need to do this now has us in a good position of 
being able to electronically and through the US Postal 
Service to keep in touch with everyone.  We can also 
text those who have that capability and call everyone 
with landline phones and cell phones.  
Although we found out that because of confidentiality 
laws, we can no longer publish a Church Directory, we 
are trying to find ways to get around that prohibition.  

(continued on next page)
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leadership of Steffen Yamada, have begun weekly prayer meetings and God is answering our prayers and 
blessing in some tremendous ways.  
Just last Sunday, after months of prayer and preparation, we finally restarted our children’s ministry and there 
was a great sense of excitement and joy in the air.  Very challenging because of social distancing and the lack 
of space.  But where there is a will, there is a way and with God, nothing is impossible.  Some are concerned 
with what we are going to do when the number of children grows and there is not enough space.  We need to 
realize that we need to depend upon the Lord and He will provide the way.  
Valley Isle Fellowship has been challenged in what seems to be unbearable challenges.  But 
God has proved Himself over and over again to us during this whole year.  He is great and 
mighty and He will see us through the weeks, months, and years ahead.  We need to keep 
our eyes firmly fastened on Him, loving and obeying Him with all of our hearts, minds, and 
soul.  During this Thanksgiving Season, we have so much to be thankful for.  Yes, it has been 
difficult and as we look into the foreseeable future, it continues to look difficult.  However, 
during this past year, we have seen God’s mighty and loving hand of guidance and provision.  
He will continue to do the same and even much more.  We just have to be determined to cling 
to Him and only to Him.  To God be the Glory!  Great things He has done and great things He will continue to do!  
Praise Him and rejoice in Him during this Thanksgiving Season!!!
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Childcare/Sunday School Childcare/Sunday School 
during our 10:30 service

after Praise/Worship time!

0-2 years  
Childcare Space

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade   
Fellowship Lanai

Weʻd love to have you 
join a team and be a part of this 

vital and exciting ministry 
to our children.  

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142)

for more information.

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Sessions run January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --

GriefShare seminars and support 
groups are led by people 

who understand 
what you are going through 

and want to help. You’ll gain access 
to valuable GriefShare resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and look forward 

to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ www.griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628



Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Annual Annual 
Business MeetingBusiness Meeting 

Sunday, November 29 @ 5 p.m. 
Help us prepare for your attendance:

Sign-up at the back table,
Contact the church office by 

phone (244-0865) or
email  

(vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com),
OR contact/text

Clarice (808)463-9981
Church members are uged to attend!

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

All Youth All Youth 
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .You are invited . . .

weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday nights 

6:30 p.m. 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Interested in becoming a 
church member of 

Valley Isle Fellowship?
Contact Pastor Stephen at 

(808)419-8100 
or the Church Office at 244-0865

for more information.
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MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• This Thanksgiving, missionaries working among East Asian people can reflect on God’s grace and provision 
over the past 175 years. Though the first Southern Baptist missionaries went to China in 1835, they were officially 
sent by the Foreign Mission Board upon its conception in 1845. Since then, every country in East Asia has seen 
churches planted, schools opened, and people saved. Today, missionaries reap a harvest from what was sown 
with blood, sweat, and tears; they stand on the shoulders of giants and are grateful. Some gave their lives that 
the Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Mongolian people might be saved. Baptist churches throughout East Asia 
also are grateful for the seeds that were planted over many years and for the missionaries’ continued work to 
strengthen the kingdom of God. If Lottie Moon and numerous others like her could see how God’s Word has 
spread throughout East Asia, they would weep tears of joy. Because of prayers, volunteer trips, and using creative 
ways to bring the gospel to them, East Asian believers are now taking the gospel message to the ends of the earth. 
But today’s missionaries do not boast about their missions’ legacy or their ministry. They boast in a God who has 
been faithful for 175 years to call, equip, send, and sustain His servants for the fulfillment of His plan. Pray for 
His faithful children to continue to heed His call until all have heard. Proclaim how great God is and tell everyone 
of the wonderful things He has done (Psalm 75:1).
• Tunisia is a country in North Africa with a stretch of coastline along the Mediterranean Sea. On its far eastern 
border, you can find the edge of the Nafusa Mountains, a mountain range mostly found in northwest Libya. The 
people who live there are known as the Jerba of Tunisia. Numbering only 58,000, they are both ethnically and 
culturally Berber, and their primary language is Nafusi, named for the mountains from which they hail. Since 
the Arab conquest of North Africa over 1,300 years ago, the Jerba practice mostly Islam. Currently, there are no 
known efforts to reach out to the Jerba, and little is known about the status of believers. Ask the Lord to send 
believers to Tunisia so that the Jerba might hear the good news of His saving power. Pray that the Spirit will 
soften their hearts and open their eyes. Perfect love removes fear. Intercede for new believers that they will share 
what they have heard, gather together with other believers, and worship faithfully.
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CANADA - Most of Canada could be described as either post-Christian or secular. Although the number 
of evangelicals across the country is growing, there is much work still to be done so that every person has 
the opportunity to hear and respond to the good news of Christ. Pray for church planters to be discovered 
in Canadaʻs major cities to plant where they live - especially Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Calgary and 
Edmonton. Pray for the Lord to raise up aboriginal Canadians who will plant First Nations churches across  
Canada.
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     22  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
        Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     23  6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
    25 5:00 pm    Reservations close  
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     26    Happy Thanksgiving! - office closed
     27    Thanksgiving Break - office closed
     29  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
                   Childcare/Sunday School
           11:15 am    Tree Planting Ceremony
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
       VIF Annual Business Meeting
  29-Dec 6  Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon 
                       Christmas Offering
     30 6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online

  

     2      5:00 pm    Reservations close  
  6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
      6  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
       7    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
       9    5:00 pm    Reservations close
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     13    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
        Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     14    6:30 pm    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     16 5:00 pm    Reservations close  
            6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     20  9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle., Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

November 2020November 2020 December 2020December 2020



Thankful For All of  It
1 Timothy 2:1-8

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  Thankful for the privilege of ___________ . – 1 Timothy 2:1-4

 A.  A  ______________  to pray for all people.

 B.  A  ____________ to pray for all in authority.

 C. This is _________ and _____________ to God.

II.  Thankful for His good and pleasing ______________. – 1 Timothy 2:5-6

 A.  Only  _______  ________ .

 B.  Jesus is the only one who paid, in full, the price for our  ____________ .

 C.  God gave this message at just the __________  ________ .

III.  Thankful for being ___________ . – 1 Timothy 2:7-8

 A.  God personally ____________ .

 B.  God personally chooses all in worship to _________ .

Notes:
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