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  Long Goodbyes, Usually Not GoodLong Goodbyes, Usually Not Good
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the outstanding fact that Jesus will the outstanding fact that Jesus will 
never leave you nor forsake you.  never leave you nor forsake you.  
As I depart into retirement, He will As I depart into retirement, He will 
lead you into the most prosperous lead you into the most prosperous 
and fulfilling times of ministry that and fulfilling times of ministry that 
you have ever experienced before.  you have ever experienced before.  
I believe that I have done the best that I could with this I believe that I have done the best that I could with this 
season and that He has already selected the next man of season and that He has already selected the next man of 
God to lead you into the exciting future that He desires God to lead you into the exciting future that He desires 
for all of you.  He is in the process of preparing him and for all of you.  He is in the process of preparing him and 
his family as well as all of you.  Therefore, as you are his family as well as all of you.  Therefore, as you are 
preparing to say goodbye to me, prepare to say hello to preparing to say goodbye to me, prepare to say hello to 
this man of God that will lead you into new heights of this man of God that will lead you into new heights of 
loving and serving the Lord.  What an exciting time that loving and serving the Lord.  What an exciting time that 
you all are about to experience.you all are about to experience.

I want you to remember that the new man of God for you I want you to remember that the new man of God for you 
will probably bring in new methods and concepts but the will probably bring in new methods and concepts but the 
Gospel message will continue to be the same.  Methods and Gospel message will continue to be the same.  Methods and 

procedures change but the message procedures change but the message 
of the Lord never changes.  New of the Lord never changes.  New 
methods to lead you into a mature methods to lead you into a mature 
love and loyalty to Jesus Christ can love and loyalty to Jesus Christ can 
be very exciting.  Going through be very exciting.  Going through 
this transition in leadership, it will this transition in leadership, it will 
be very important that you have be very important that you have 
a positive and affirming attitude a positive and affirming attitude 
towards your new pastor.  You need towards your new pastor.  You need 
to give him the best start possible to give him the best start possible 

and that cannot be achieved if you are upset, depressed, and that cannot be achieved if you are upset, depressed, 
in doubt, and in an attitude of always questioning and in doubt, and in an attitude of always questioning and 
challenging.  Give him the benefit of your initial love challenging.  Give him the benefit of your initial love 
and support and just because something may be new and and support and just because something may be new and 

HHowever,owever, in my case, maybe it is a good thing because  in my case, maybe it is a good thing because 
we need to say our goodbyes in a way that will bring we need to say our goodbyes in a way that will bring 

glory and honor unto the Lord Jesus Christ.  An abrupt glory and honor unto the Lord Jesus Christ.  An abrupt 
goodbye could cause unexpected goodbye could cause unexpected 
consequences that would not glorify consequences that would not glorify 
the Lord.  Therefore, let me take the the Lord.  Therefore, let me take the 
next two months to begin a process of next two months to begin a process of 
saying goodbye that prayerfully will saying goodbye that prayerfully will 
bring glory to our Lord.bring glory to our Lord.

Let me first say thank you to all of you for all of the love Let me first say thank you to all of you for all of the love 
and support that you have given to Clarice, my family, and and support that you have given to Clarice, my family, and 
to me over the years that we have had the high privilege to me over the years that we have had the high privilege 
of knowing and serving you.  In so many ways and in so of knowing and serving you.  In so many ways and in so 
many instances you have gone out many instances you have gone out 
of your way in expressing so much of your way in expressing so much 
love and appreciation.  Sometimes love and appreciation.  Sometimes 
you have surprised me but most of you have surprised me but most of 
the time you have overwhelmed the time you have overwhelmed 
me.  Words seem so inadequate, me.  Words seem so inadequate, 
but being so overwhelmed, all I but being so overwhelmed, all I 
can think of is to say, “can think of is to say, “THANK YOU SO, SO MUCH!THANK YOU SO, SO MUCH!””

Many of you know that I am one who does not like for Many of you know that I am one who does not like for 
attention to be given to me.  I feel very uncomfortable attention to be given to me.  I feel very uncomfortable 
when people single me out to honor me and thank me.  when people single me out to honor me and thank me.  
Therefore, some may get the idea that I am ungrateful and Therefore, some may get the idea that I am ungrateful and 
I am very sorry if that is what gets communicated.  This I am very sorry if that is what gets communicated.  This 
is very far from the truth.  I am so embarrassed when you is very far from the truth.  I am so embarrassed when you 
praise and honor me.  I would rather that people would praise and honor me.  I would rather that people would 

overlook me and instead give honor overlook me and instead give honor 
and praise to Jesus Christ.  I have and praise to Jesus Christ.  I have 
tried to live my life by the following tried to live my life by the following 
theme, “HE MUST INCREASE theme, “HE MUST INCREASE 
AND I MUST DECREASE.”  My AND I MUST DECREASE.”  My 
deepest desire is that Jesus receive deepest desire is that Jesus receive 
all of the glory and honor and that I all of the glory and honor and that I 

do not rob Him of any of it.  I want Him to be put on the do not rob Him of any of it.  I want Him to be put on the 
highest pedestal in your lives and that I would be able to highest pedestal in your lives and that I would be able to 
hide behind Him.hide behind Him.

Therefore, as you say goodbye to me, I would want you to Therefore, as you say goodbye to me, I would want you to 
be saying to Jesus, “Thank you for loving me and blessing be saying to Jesus, “Thank you for loving me and blessing 
my life.”  I want you to grow in love and excitement for my life.”  I want you to grow in love and excitement for 
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different, it is not necessarily wrong.  different, it is not necessarily wrong.  

As I am preparing to say my goodbyes to all of you, all of you should spend more time in preparing to say a proper As I am preparing to say my goodbyes to all of you, all of you should spend more time in preparing to say a proper 
hello to your incoming pastor.  The Pastor Search Committee and all of you have been and hello to your incoming pastor.  The Pastor Search Committee and all of you have been and 
are continuing to pray for God’s guidance and leadership.  Therefore, you must trust Him that are continuing to pray for God’s guidance and leadership.  Therefore, you must trust Him that 
He will answer your prayers with abundance.  Therefore, when He answers your prayers, then He will answer your prayers with abundance.  Therefore, when He answers your prayers, then 
you must treat your new pastor and his family as a gift from the Lord.  As you honor your new you must treat your new pastor and his family as a gift from the Lord.  As you honor your new 
pastor, you will also be honoring Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and Savior.  pastor, you will also be honoring Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and Savior.  

On this Sunday before Thanksgiving 2021, all of us here in Valley Isle Fellowship have so On this Sunday before Thanksgiving 2021, all of us here in Valley Isle Fellowship have so 
much to be thankful for.  Let’s be sure to thank the Lord for all of His bountiful blessings, even much to be thankful for.  Let’s be sure to thank the Lord for all of His bountiful blessings, even 
through all of the difficulties that we have had to experience during these last two years.  God through all of the difficulties that we have had to experience during these last two years.  God 
bless and keep you all!!!bless and keep you all!!!

Annual Business MeetingAnnual Business Meeting
November 21

5 p.m.
In-person or virtual

Church MembersChurch Members -  your vote is needed! -  your vote is needed!
A l lA l l  w e l c o m e ! w e l c o m e !

Sign-up at back table or contact the Sign-up at back table or contact the 
Church Office (808)244-0865Church Office (808)244-0865

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in information contact 
Pastor Stephen (808)419-8100

 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”   Galatians 6:2  NIVGalatians 6:2  NIV

Baptismal ServiceBaptismal Service
today, November 21today, November 21
following 1st Servicefollowing 1st Service

Join us at the amphitheater Join us at the amphitheater 
to celebrate with us!to celebrate with us!

13-week Session Starting
Saturday, January 8, 2022

8 - 10 a.m.
Register online @ griefshare.org

For more information contact 
Don Booth (808)495-1628 or

Massy Suguitan (808)283-6096



Announcements

- 3 -

  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee 
and VIF that we will . . .

be UNIFIED
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 

and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 1:10 ESV

Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchooSunday School l 

During 2nd service

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information:

Steffen
(808-264-0397) 

OR

Josie 
(808-264-8142)

G r a d e s  6 - 1 2G r a d e s  6 - 1 2

meeting in-personmeeting in-person

WednesdaysWednesdays
7 p.m.7 p.m.

For more information contact

Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

Interested in becoming a 
church member of 

Valley Isle Fellowship?
  

  1.  Contact the Church Office  
      (808-244-0865) for a 
      Membership packet. 
  2. Review Valley Isle Fellowship 
      By-Laws Article 1: Authority, 
      Section I through VII.
  3. Once youʻve reviewed the
      documents, set-up an   
      appointment (about 2 hours) to 
      meet with Pastor Stephen. 
  4. Review and sign Registration 
      Card and Membership Covenant.



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•South Asian Peoples - Anil’s* faith began with a miracle. He’d been unable to walk for four months, but when 
believers prayed for him in Jesus’ name, he was healed! That day, he walked two and a half miles home. He began 
telling everyone about the Jesus who had saved him and changed him, and through his testimony, even someone 
from an unengaged, unreached people group came to faith! Each week, he walked many miles to share the gospel 
and invite people to the church he started in his own home. One day recently, right after a training time, Anil was 
unexpectedly killed. While his death was first thought to be an accident, someone in his village later confessed to 
his murder. The man who killed him said that he did so because Anil was “poisoning people’s minds.” Praise the 
Lord for Anil’s salvation and his faithfulness after coming to Christ. Pray for the comfort and protection of his wife 
and children. Also ask the Lord to save Anil’s father as well as the man who took his life. Pray that the believers in 
this area won’t become fearful, but will instead become all the more bold in proclaiming the good news about Jesus! 
(*name changed)
•Northern Yemeni Arabs of Yemen (YEH-muh-nee) - A young girl and her mother knocked at the gate, asking 
for used clothing or anything else they could sell. The lady of the house was impressed with their politeness, 
quite unlike the attitude of other beggars who demanded money or nothing else. She told the pair that she would 
save clothes for them as her children outgrew them. For the next several months, when the two came by, they had 
small conversations with the woman. Where are those two now? In a country filled with conflict, the poor have 
suffered the most. Has this family had enough to eat? Did they survive the typhoid outbreak or the COVID-19 
pandemic that took the lives of people who never knew the name of it? Pray for the poor of Northern Yemen who 
need the food locked up in warehouses or given only to those in positions of power. Pray that they will have daily 
meals and shelter from the cold. Pray that they’ll hear about God’s love for them and the hope that comes from 
knowing Jesus and accept Him as Savior. Pray that they will experience the peace that comes from knowing that 
believers will be in heaven with Him.
• Angola - The Christian community in Angola was saddened by the sudden death on September 21 of Pastor 
Chris,* leader of the Missions Department of the Baptist Convention of Angola. One long-time friend said, 
“We have lost a very dynamic servant of the Lord.” Please pray for Pastor Chris’s wife and five children as they 
continue to grieve his passing. Pray for Pastor Leon* and others in the Baptist convention who will now shoulder 
the roles and responsibilities that were Pastor Chris’. Their goal is to see the Lord’s work continue despite their 
sadness and sense of loss. (*name changed)

“Pray for wisdom for our church planters as many of our planters have previously gathered in schools which are 
less open to hosting outside groups, and these planters are having to find creative places and partnerships to host 
gatherings.” - Mark Campbell, Washington, D.C. Send City Missionary
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

6,386,396
people live in metro
Washington, D.C.

72.8%
of the population is

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
8,995

Washington, D.C.
residents



52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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We’re heading out to the West Coast for our prayer time today so we can pray for Travis and 
Katy Cunningham. They are two of our North American missionaries our church supports 
through our Cooperative Program giving.

Travis and Katy grew up in Rancho Cucamonga, which is on the north side of Los Angeles. 
Travis is the fifth-generation of his family to live there.

They worked five years preparing to plant their new church, which they call Story Church. Travis 
attended seminary and served with churches in Oregon and Texas.

The area where they live is part of Greater Los Angeles, which has more than 13 million 
people. New churches are needed throughout the area. Disneyland and Hollywood present 
elaborate dream worlds, but L.A. people need to know the true story of Jesus and the salvation 
He offers.

Travis has developed home groups for study, fellowship and outreach — they also have their 
own app for members to stay in touch.

Let’s pray now for Travis and Katy and their two young children as they share with their home 
town the best news anybody will ever hear — the Good News!



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

               
 21   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:00 am Baptismal Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  Annual Meeting - in-person & virtual

 22   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 24   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - CANCELLED
 25    Thanksgiving Day - office closed
 26   Thanksgiving Break - office closed

 28   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 29   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online

            

   1   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
   5   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

   6   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
   8   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person

 12   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 13   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 15   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

November 2021November 2021 December 2021December 2021



Being Thankful for His PresenceBeing Thankful for His Presence
Thanking God that you are a Victor & Not a VictimThanking God that you are a Victor & Not a Victim

Facing Evil Series – Part IIIFacing Evil Series – Part III

I.  Thankful that He will never ________ or ___________ us. – Deuteronomy 31:6

 A.  Thankfulness  ____________  _____ .

 B. Thankfulness  _____________ .

 C.  Thankfulness  ______________ .

II.  Thankful that He has _____________ in every way for us. – John 14:23-26

 A.  ___________ Him means ____________ Him.

 B.  He will be __________________ with us and we with Him.

 C.  No ______________ , no ________ .

 D.  At  ________ with the Lord allows the Holy Spirit to teach you 

   _______________ .

III.  Thankful that there is _________ beyond the ______________ . – Acts 7:55-56

 A.  This world of _____________ and ________ is temporary.

 B.  Assurance of heaven gives us ____________ and  _________ during the 

  trials.

 C.  Seeing the glory of God gives us __________________ .

 D.  This kind of _______________ makes you a ___________ , not a    

  ___________ .
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