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So Much Noise and Distractions
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
oday, there is so much noise and distractions all around
T
us. They come out from many directions and sometimes

from unexpected sources.
Sometimes they knock us
off track and they add to the
confusion and distress that can
impact our lives. 2020 and
the Pandemic has been one of
the great distractions that has
surrounded and impacted all of
us. Many have reacted in fear and distress. Others have
reacted in anger that has even erupted into violence.
Others have been unshakable in the love and grace that
seems to radiate from within them. These seem to have a
trust and confidence that settles them into a life of grace
and dignity that is truly impressive. I believe that this is
the way that Jesus would be reacting to all of the noise
and distractions of our lives today. His grace and dignity
would emanate from the trust and confidence that He had
and has in His Heavenly Father. This is why His love was
so pure and unselfish.
Oh, to be like Jesus!!! That is the goal, or at least should
be the goal, of every Christian. To be like Jesus would
mean that we would become people of grace and dignity.
People with unmatched trust and confidence in our
Heavenly Father that would love like Jesus loved. Oh,
to be like Jesus would mean that the noise and distraction
would impact us, but they would never destroy us. They
would drive us into a deeper commitment to love and
obey the Lord especially
because the primary goal
of these distractions are to
cause us to pull away from
the Lord and to pull towards
ourselves and our own
desires and resources.
The noise and distractions of politics, of job security,
of the strain of personal relationships, the stress of time
constraints and commitments, and the many other types
of distractions that compete for our attention are all trying

to pull us away from the loving security that can only be
found in a committed love relationship with Jesus Christ.
He is the only one that can help us to effectively rise above
the noise and distraction to come into the peace that passes
all understanding. He is the only one who can guide us
through the complexities of all of these issues that are
trying to drown us.
The verse that Lord keeps bringing back to me is Matthew
22:37-40 (NLT) 37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the
LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.
39
A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the
prophets are based on these two commandments.” The
Lord keeps revealing to me that
this is the key to rising above all
of the noise and distractions that
are trying to drive us all crazy.
He is the only one that can bring
sanity to our insane world. He is
the only one with the grace and
dignity worth following.
As I try to center my life in loving and obeying Jesus
Christ, I believe this is the remedy for all that is trying
to knock me down and off track. Keeping focused on
Jesus through the clouds of despair and anxiety from the
horrifying and unsettling circumstances that are hitting us,
is God’s way of building complete trust in Him. When
things are going great around us, we tend to drift in our
focus in Him because we just donʻt feel the need to do so.
But when the distress and anxieties of life hit us, we see our
dire need of Him and we start to run to Him. Therefore,
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So Much Noise and Distractions
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
when we see and hear the noise and distractions of the craziness around us, we need to translate that into the signal
to run to Jesus. But when the good times return, let us realize that He is the one who has brought us through those
bad times and therefore, He is the one that we need to cling to even in the good times.
As we head towards Thanksgiving and the Holiday Season, this may be an especially
hard time for us as the joy of the season sometimes magnifies the losses that we have
experienced during the preceding year, but if you focus on Jesus’ love, grace, and
mercy you will also see His hand of strength, power, and provision. He is truly
the answer for all of the problems that surround us and competes for our attention.
Don’t be distracted but concentrate on Him. God bless you all!

Childcare/Sunday School
starts TODAY
during our 10:30 service
after Praise/Worship time!
0-2 years Childcare Space
3-5 Overflow Lanai
6-5th grade Fellowship Lanai

Operation Christmas Child
2020 @ VIF

Weʻd love to have you
join a team and be a part of this
vital and exciting ministry
to our children.
Contact
Steffen(264-0397)
or Josie (264-8142)
for more information.
Monday nights
6:30 p.m.
For log-in
information
contact
Pastor Stephen
(808)419-8100
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Due to our current pandemic situation,
VIF is encouraging your continued
participation of Samaritanʻs Purse
Operation Christmas Child through
their Build a Shoebox online. With just
a few clicks, you can pack an Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gift online
to help share God’s love with a boy or
girl in need around the world. Simply
select toys and other fun items you’d
like to include from their collection,
and personalize your gift with your own
letter and photo. They will pack the
gift for you and send it on its way for a
suggested donation of just $25. Contact
Clarice in the church office (244-0865)
or Carol Sniffen (808)264-3081 for
more information or for assistance
getting online.

This week is
Collection Week!!!

Announcements
Annual
Business Meeting
Sunday, November 29 @ 5 p.m.
Help us prepare
for your attendance.
Contact the church office by
phone (244-0865),
email
(vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com)
or contact/text
Clarice (808)463-9981.

Church members are uged to attend!

Interested in becoming a
church member of
Valley Isle Fellowship?
Contact Pastor Stephen at
(808)419-8100
or the Church Office at 244-0865
for more information.

VIF in THANKSGIVING for
Wailuku Elementary
TEACHERS and STAFF
On Wednesday, November 25,
25
VIF will be dropping off snack goodies
to the hardworking staff of Wailuku El
in appreciation for their dedication
to the children of Wailuku.
All Youth
(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .
weekly Bible Study
Wednesday nights
6:30 p.m.
on zoom.us
Contact Wesley Kiaha
(808)281-4231
for more information

The Compassionate Care and the Outreach Teams
are looking for 25 volunteers to write
about 5 Thank You cards each to the teachers and staff.
Cards will be provided and completed cards will need to be
turned in by Sunday, November 22
to be attached to the gift bags.
Please see Jennifer Bagoyo for your cards
if you want to be a part of the ministry.
And WITH HEARTS OF GRATITUDE,
Pray daily this week for the TEACHERS of VIF,
the TEACHERS of Wailuku El and
the TEACHERS of your Children and Grandchildren.
May they be used by God to encourage their
STUDENTS to be all that God created them to be.
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MISSION NEWS
					 NAMB Missionary Spotlight
Montreal, QC
8,164,361
people live in
metro Montreal
1 CNBC church
for every
104,671
Montreal residents
MONTREAL, QC - “Pray for a move of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the people who do not know God.
Pray churches will keep their eyes on the mission and have a heart for the ones outside of the church.” - David
Pothier, Montreal Send City Missionary

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Windhoek, Namibia (VIN-took) - As Namibia gradually opens its borders that had been closed due to the coronavirus
pandemic, schools have started up and churches are being allowed to meet again. The question everyone is asking
is how do you get people to come back to church, to small group Bible studies, and to Friday night youth group
meetings? The answer is prayer. God has to bring them back. Team Namibia asks: “Would you please join us in
asking God to prompt people to desire to gather again as believers to worship Jesus?”
•South Asian Peoples - Jan* and her husband have served overseas for many years and recently learned that a member
of Jan’s extended family has been diagnosed with a serious health issue. Having been away from family for such an
extended time, they began to pray that God would open the door for them to go to their hometown for the holidays
this year. However, due to COVID-19, many borders are closed, flights are frequently canceled, and quarantines often
apply. In the past few weeks though, they have seen the Father open many doors. Through providential encounters,
He has provided a house, a car that seats their entire family, reduced airline tickets, and the needed paperwork. It
has strengthened their faith to see God provide so beautifully. Please pray that as the trip nears, they will be able to
travel back freely to their hometown. Pray for the Father to clear the path for them. Ask for traveling mercy for their
young children on long flights with masks and protective measures. Pray that they will be a rich blessing to Jan’s
extended family as they seek to honor and love them in this difficult season. Pray for the family member who is ill to
be comforted by Christ and sustained by Him whatever the outcome of this diagnosis. (*name changed)
•Last Frontier - God is using a group of persecuted Christians to effectively minister among refugees of one
unreached people group. These persecuted Christians are sensitive to the challenges and persecution that the refugees
face because of their own daily struggles with the authorities in their own country. Please pray for God to protect and
strengthen these precious servants as they seek to effectively reach out to refugees and share the gospel with them.
Please reflect on Colossians 1:9-11 (CSB) and pray that they “… may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that [they] may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit
in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God. May [they] be strengthened with all power, according to
His glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy.”
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar
November 2020
15 9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
		
Childcare/Sunday School
5:00 pm Reservations open
16 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
18 5:00 pm Reservations close
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online
22 9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
		
Childcare/Sunday School
5:00 pm Reservations open
23 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
25 5:00 pm Reservations close
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online
26 Happy Thanksgiving! - office closed
27

29

9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
		
Childcare/Sunday School
5:00 pm Reservations open
		
VIF Annual Business Meeting
29-Dec 6 Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
30 6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online

December 2020

2
6

5:00 pm Reservations close
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online

9:00 am
10:30 am
5:00 pm
7 6:30 pm
9 5:00 pm
6:30 pm
13 9:00 am
10:30 am

Thanksgiving Break - office closed

1st Worship Service
2nd Worship Service
Reservations open
Prayer Meeting - online
Reservations close
Youth Bible Study - online
1st Worship Service
2nd Worship Service

Valley Isle Fellowship

251 Pualalea Circle., Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES
1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

Livestream: Valley Isle Fellowship

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro

cell: (808) 419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

@VIFMaui
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The Benefits of the Law
1 Timothy 1:8-20

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
I.

____________of the law. – 1 Timothy 1:8-11
A. Real ____________ of the law.
B. Cannot use the law to _______________ sin.
- Hebrews 13:8-9a

II.

_____________ for the law. – 1 Timothy 1:12-17
A. Grateful that the law ______________ .
B. The apostle Paul’s ____________ .

III.

Wage the _________ __________ for the intents of the law. – 1 Timothy 1:18-20
A. The good fight against ________ .
B. The good fight for the ___________ to ____________ .
C. The good fight is a  ___________ .
D. The ___________ from the ____________ of Hymenaeus and Alexander.

Notes:
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