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Praying for the Persecuted ChurchPraying for the Persecuted Church
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

used severe suffering to bring glory and honor to 
Himself.  This is all because what is vitally important 
is not what we achieve and accomplish here on 

earth.  What is extremely 
important is where we will 
spend eternity in Heaven 
or in hell.  Therefore, 
if our suffering here on 

earth can be used of the Lord to influence others 
to make the decision to accept Jesus as their Lord, 
Master, and Savior then one’s suffering here can 
be used by the Lord for His glory and honor.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT) 16  That is why we never 
give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are 
being renewed every day. 17  For our present troubles 
are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce 
for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last 
forever! 18  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see 
now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be 
seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but 
the things we cannot see will last forever.  We should 
minimize the short view (seeing only what is directly 
ahead of you) and maximize our long view (seeing 
beyond the things of this world).  I believe it is keeping 
our eyes on Jesus and on being with Him in Heaven 
that will give us the inspiration and motivation to live 
and if necessary to suffer for Him.  This is what my 
namesake Stephen did.  Acts 7:55-60 (NLT) 55  But 

Today is the International Day of Prayer for 
the Persecuted Church.  Their suffering is very 

real as many are tortured and 
even martyred for loving and 
being faithful to Jesus Christ.  
We need to be lifting all of 

our suffering brothers and sisters in Christ up to 
the Lord.  We need to be praying that our Lord will 
provide for them everything that they need in order 
for them to thrive in loving and obeying Jesus Christ.
As I have read and watched many reports on their 
suffering, what stands out to me today is their 
sweet love for Jesus and even their love for their 
persecutors.  I have seen many reports of how their 
love have impacted their persecutors so much that 
many of the persecutors have come to loving faith 
in Jesus Christ.  Report after report is revealing that 
these Persecuted Christians love Jesus Christ so 
much that it causes them to love their persecutors, 
who torture and kill them.  This kind of genuine 
love has had a dramatic impact on their persecutors.
So, we know that today’s persecution of Christian 
is overwhelming and 
just so evil.  Therefore, 
how should we pray for 
these hurting brothers 
and sisters in the Lord?  
Dear people, what I share 
with you now are simply 
my thoughts and my heart on this matter.  My 
personal inclination is to pray that the persecutions 
would simply STOP!  These men, women, and yes, 
children simply do not deserve this kind of severe 
hatred and persecution!  So, in my totally human 
nature, I want to see this persecution STOP!!!
However, as I mature in my love and commitment 
to Jesus Christ, I have learned that God can and has 

            (continued on next page)



Praying for the Persecuted ChurchPraying for the Persecuted Church
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing 
in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56  And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!” 57  Then they put their 
hands over their ears and began shouting. They rushed at him 58  and dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their coats and 
laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59  As they stoned him, Stephen 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60  He fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, 
don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he died.  Strength and grace 

came to him as he saw Jesus.  He gained the strength to endure the vicious treatment that fell on him, but he 
was also clothed in grace and mercy in order to say to the Lord to not hold this sin against his persecutors.  
Therefore, I would ask that you would consider praying for the Persecuted Christians around the world that 
God would give them the strength, courage, mercy, and grace to live for Jesus in a way that would bring 
glory and honor to the Lord and to advance His Kingdom.  This would also mean that God would supply for 
all of their needs and also for the needs of all of their loved ones.  Pray that Jesus would be glorified and His 
purpose of “seeking to save all who are lost,” would be fulfilled.  Pray fervently!  God bless and keep you all!!! 
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Your Help Your Help 
Is Needed!!!Is Needed!!!

The need for childcare 
during our 

10:30 service 
is growing.  

Teams are being 
formed to 

minister to 
our little ones.  

Sign-up at 
the back table 

to be a part of this 
vital ministry

or contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142) 

for more 
information.

Operation Christmas Child 2020 Operation Christmas Child 2020 
@ VIF@ VIF

Due to our current pandemic situation, VIF is 
encouraging your continued participation of 
Samaritanʻs Purse Operation Christmas Child 
through their Build a Shoebox online. With 
just a few clicks, you can pack an Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox gift online to help 
share God’s love with a boy or girl in need 
around the world. Simply select toys and other 
fun items you’d like to include from their 
collection, and personalize your gift with your 
own letter and photo. They will pack the gift 
for you and send it on its way for a suggested 
donation of just $25.  Contact Clarice in the 
church office (244-0865) or Carol Sniffen 
(808)264-3081 for more information or for 
assistance getting online. 

Collection week is November 16-23

All Youth All Youth 
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .You are invited . . .

weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday nights 

6:30 p.m. 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information



Feel God pulling you into 
deeper fellowship with 

the family?
Wondering how 

He could use you to 

LOVE GOD, 
LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES    SMALL GROUPS  

CLEANING      YARD WORK

Contact the Church Office 
(244-0865) 

or see Neil Nakama
to get plugged in

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

 On Sunday, November 8tSunday, November 8thh at 5 PM at the church, we will 
be having our Annual Listening Session.  Our Annual Business 
Meeting will be held on November 29th at 5 PM also at the 
church.  The Annual Listening Session prepares us for the Annual 
Business Meeting.  On Nov. 8th we will be letting you know what 
we will be proposing for you to vote on at the Nov. 29th Business 
Meeting.  This will give you an opportunity to ask questions so 

that you will have the necessary information so that you can effectively pray about the decisions 
that we will need to make on Nov. 29th.
 These meetings will be held at the church, for all of those who can and desire to meet in 
person.  For those who would rather meet virtually, we will establish a Zoom connection so that 
you can participate with us virtually.  In order for you to participate in-person, we will need you 
to call the church office or email the church so that we can put together the seating chart and to 
make sure that we can properly screen you before you enter into the church.  If you are going to 
join us virtually, we will need for you to also call the church or email the church so that we will be 
able to email you the Zoom Connection link.  
 It is so important that as a member of the church, that you take seriously the need to be in 
the center of God’s will.  Therefore, we will give us much information as possible so that you can 
pray effectively so that Valley Isle Fellowship will move and operate in the center of God’s will.  
Please take the time and make the effort to help us all discover God’s perfect will for us.  God bless you 
all!!!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Interested in becoming a 
church member of 

Valley Isle Fellowship?
Contact Pastor Stephen 

at (808)419-8100 
or the Church Office 

at 244-0865
for more information.
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Our nation is facing unprecedented uncertainty. Health, finances, politics-every aspect of life seems to 
be hanging in the balance. Each solution put forward seems to raise new questions. Yet there is one source 
of true hope and healing, and that is Almighty God. He has promised, “If My people who are called by My 
name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). Please join me in praying 

for the future of our nation and searching the Scriptures for godly wisdom. - Dr. David Jeremiah

Almighty God,
In all history, there has been only one nation like America-

founded by pilgrims seeking freedom to worship, established
on a vast continent between two oceans, dedicated to the
proposition that we are created equal and endowed by our

Creator with certain unalienable rights: One nation under God.
You have delivered us in war, propspered us in peace, and

raised up generations willing to offer the last full measure of
their devotion for the preservation of liberty at home and

abroad.
We have been a light for the world.

From our shore has gone the greatest missionary force in
history.

But now, Lord, America has fallen into darkness,
disobedience, and indifference.

We have sinned; and we, Your people, Lord, humble ourselves,
and pray and seek Your face, and turn from our wicked ways.

Please forgive our sin and heal our land.
Give us leaders who understand the times and know what we
should do. May the torch of liberty burn brightly, inflamed by

the goodness of Your people
God, bless America.

In Jesusʻ name.
Amen.

by Dr. David Jeremiah
Used byt Permission from Turning Point for God

Copyright 2020



MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Partnerships and Training in South Korea - South Korea has some of the largest churches in the world, but many of 
its churches are small. Please pray for a group of 50 Baptist churches that have about 20 people in attendance for Sunday 
worship. Because of their small size, they are not able to be self-supporting. Many of the pastors and their wives work 
additional jobs to provide for their families. Please pray for these Baptist churches, their pastors, and the family of each 
pastor. Pray that as they receive training and mentoring from IMB missionaries, God will bring forth a great gospel 
impact in their communities by His power, regardless of their church’s size. Please also pray for God to build strong, 
healthy partnerships of trust among IMB missionaries, Korean Baptist churches, local Great Commission churches, 
and the missionaries from local churches. Pray for these partnerships to result in people experiencing salvation, young 
people becoming missionaries, and church growth expanding in South Korea and around the world. Also, please pray 
for much-needed, effective training curriculum to be developed for church leaders, church planters, and missionaries. 
Pray specifically for curriculum in the areas of church planting, equipping, and mobilizing. Please pray for the training 
to result in healthy churches that are actively starting more healthy churches by being disciples and making disciples 
in South Korea and all over the world.
• TPeoples of Rhine, Rühr, Main River Areas, Germany (RYN, RUE-er) - In Germany, less than 2% of the people 
are followers of Jesus, and there are diverse worldviews, ethnicities, and religions. IMB representatives in the Cologne 
area are partnering with other believers to do a P.U.S.H. multiple times throughout the year. The P in PUSH stands for: 
Pray and fast one week before going out to witness or minister. The U stands for: Unite with other believers the night 
before the outreach when the fast is broken and more concentrated prayer takes place. The S means: Seek and Share 
the gospel as people are encountered, making relationships and meeting needs. The H means: Hand-off follow up with 
those who showed interest during the outreach. During the first PUSH in June, the gospel was presented to 80 people, 
representing over 20 nationalities with more than 10 different worldviews. Although no new believers were counted, 
people were much more open to spiritual conversations than before coronavirus. Please pray for people’s hearts to be 
softened. Ask that God will work in a way beyond what we can think or imagine to reap a harvest for His kingdom.
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SOUTH
Despite a legacy of evangelical fervor in the South, new generations and new immigrant populations will 
make the need for new, contextual, gospel-centered churches—even in the Bible Belt—forever present. 
Pray for our planters and families on the front lines. The spiritual darkness in Send Cities like New Orleans can 
steal your joy in an instant. 
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       1    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
            10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
              5:00 pm    Reservations open
       2   6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
       4   5:00 pm    Reservations close  
   6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
       5    3:00 pm    HPBC Annual Mtg via FB Live
       8   9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
             5:00 pm    VIF Listening Session
        Reservations open
       9  6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     11  Veteranʻs Day - office closed
  5:00 pm    Reservations close  
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online

     15  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
 

         

           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
          Reservations open
     16  6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     18  5:00 pm    Reservations close  
             6:30 pm     Youth Bible Study - online
     22  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
            10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
              5:00 pm    Reservations open
     23   6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     25  5:00 pm    Reservations close  
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     26       Thanksgiving Day - office closed
     27       Thanksgiving Break - office closed
     29  9:00 am    1st Worship Service
            10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
              5:00 pm    Reservations open
     30  6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am

2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

November 2020November 2020



Equal Sacrifice
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Consumed by what _______________ Jesus. – 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1

 A.  Pleasing ______________ is good, but should not be the ____________.

 B.  Pleasing ____________ should be the __________ .

 C.  Should not focus on _____________  _________.

 D.  Focusing on pleasing Jesus should cause you to ____________ Jesus.

II.  Jesus lived in the _____________ between pleasing ________ and 

 pleasing ______.

 A.  Allows ______________. – John 11:4-5

 B.  God’s ___________. – John 11:7-8

 C.  Physical death is not the _____________  ___________for Christians. 

  – John 11:13-16

 D.  Jesus is the only ________ and only _________. – John 11:25-27 

 E.  His ways are easily __________________ by those who are ____________

  from Him. – John 11:37-38 

III.  The Persecuted and the Privileged ___________ .

 A.  The Persecuted.

  1.  Ask that they will be _____________ to Jesus till the ________.

  2.  Pray that God will provide _______________ that they will _________.

 B.  The Privileged.

  1.  That we will _________ for the persecuted.

  2.  That we will be _________ and _____________ unto the Lord.

  3.  That we would be as _____________ to our Lord as the 

   persecuted are.

  4.  That we would give an __________  ______________ .
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