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  Do Not Let Your Guard DownDo Not Let Your Guard Down
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Lord put them through.  They were the ones who cupped Lord put them through.  They were the ones who cupped 
the water into their hands and drank without putting their the water into their hands and drank without putting their 
mouths into the stream.  This is so that they were aware mouths into the stream.  This is so that they were aware 
and prepared if the enemy were to come upon them.  They and prepared if the enemy were to come upon them.  They 
would be able to see the enemy quickly and to pick up would be able to see the enemy quickly and to pick up 
their weapons to defend themselves.  their weapons to defend themselves.  

Likewise, we need to always be on the lookout for the Likewise, we need to always be on the lookout for the 
enemy and to be ready to quickly enemy and to be ready to quickly 
pick up the weapons that the Lord pick up the weapons that the Lord 
provides for us in order to fight the provides for us in order to fight the 
battle that He leads us into.  We battle that He leads us into.  We 
cannot let our guard down, even cannot let our guard down, even 
after a long march that causes us to after a long march that causes us to 
be extremely thirsty, so much so that be extremely thirsty, so much so that 
we plunge our mouths into the water, we plunge our mouths into the water, 
not only to quench our thirsts, but to also refresh ourselves not only to quench our thirsts, but to also refresh ourselves 
with the cool water.with the cool water.

The problem in the Christian Church today is that too many The problem in the Christian Church today is that too many 
are letting down their guards and the enemy is creeping are letting down their guards and the enemy is creeping 
closer and closer to our encampments.  A sad reality is that closer and closer to our encampments.  A sad reality is that 

there are churches today where there are churches today where 
the enemy has already entered the enemy has already entered 
into their camps and they don’t into their camps and they don’t 
even realize it.  They keep on even realize it.  They keep on 
trying to do the same things trying to do the same things 
without knowing that a battle is without knowing that a battle is 
roaring within their own bodies.  roaring within their own bodies.  
Valley Isle Fellowship needs Valley Isle Fellowship needs 
to keep diligent and keep our to keep diligent and keep our 

guard up because in my own opinion, the enemy is close guard up because in my own opinion, the enemy is close 
and he is beginning to beat on our doors and walls.  He is and he is beginning to beat on our doors and walls.  He is 

TTodaoday is Halloween and many all around us will be y is Halloween and many all around us will be 
lulled into letting their guard down, especially in lulled into letting their guard down, especially in 

regard to children.  The glorification of evil in our world regard to children.  The glorification of evil in our world 
and in our families can and has had a devastating impact and in our families can and has had a devastating impact 
on our community and world.  The constant exposure to on our community and world.  The constant exposure to 
evil and even the glorification of evil has the tendency to evil and even the glorification of evil has the tendency to 
dull our senses to evil.  It happens so powerfully that many dull our senses to evil.  It happens so powerfully that many 
think of evil and the devil as the paranoia of religious think of evil and the devil as the paranoia of religious 
fanatics.  Well, I believe that I am one of those religious fanatics.  Well, I believe that I am one of those religious 

fanatics because I am trying fanatics because I am trying 
with all of my heart to be with all of my heart to be 
completely sold out to loving, completely sold out to loving, 
serving, and bring glory serving, and bring glory 
and honor to Jesus Christ.  and honor to Jesus Christ.  
However, I don’t believe that However, I don’t believe that 
I am paranoid about this.  I I am paranoid about this.  I 

believe that all around us we see the evidence of what the believe that all around us we see the evidence of what the 
Bible has warned us about and even prophesied about.Bible has warned us about and even prophesied about.

Halloween, for many, if not most, contributes to the Halloween, for many, if not most, contributes to the 
softening and glorifying of evil in our world today.  It softening and glorifying of evil in our world today.  It 
greatly dulls our senses to how and what the devil is greatly dulls our senses to how and what the devil is 
doing to soften our concept of evil and sin.  For all of doing to soften our concept of evil and sin.  For all of 
us who are Christians, we need to strengthen our love us who are Christians, we need to strengthen our love 
and commitments to Jesus Christ especially during these and commitments to Jesus Christ especially during these 
times.  I am not saying that we should avoid and shun those times.  I am not saying that we should avoid and shun those 
who celebrate during this time, but we do need to seek the who celebrate during this time, but we do need to seek the 
Lord’s will and guidance on how He would like for us to Lord’s will and guidance on how He would like for us to 
reclaim the time back to Him.  Seeking to promote and reclaim the time back to Him.  Seeking to promote and 
celebrate Jesus and not the evils that surround us is what I celebrate Jesus and not the evils that surround us is what I 
believe the Lord would have us to focus in on.  believe the Lord would have us to focus in on.  

Letting our guard down in seeking to give our children a Letting our guard down in seeking to give our children a 
“fun” time will reap a harvest of pain and grief.  By itself, “fun” time will reap a harvest of pain and grief.  By itself, 
it may not be too bad, although it is bad, but when you it may not be too bad, although it is bad, but when you 
combine it with all of the onslaught of evil that attacks combine it with all of the onslaught of evil that attacks 
us every day, then you will see the impacts in our lives.  us every day, then you will see the impacts in our lives.  
Keeping our Guard Up is the admonition of scripture and Keeping our Guard Up is the admonition of scripture and 
the Lord.  Do you remember the story of Gideon?  You the Lord.  Do you remember the story of Gideon?  You 
can re-read it in Judges 6-7.  Especially pertinent to these can re-read it in Judges 6-7.  Especially pertinent to these 
thoughts is Judges 7:4-6.  This is where the Lord vastly thoughts is Judges 7:4-6.  This is where the Lord vastly 
trims Gideon’s army down from 32,000 soldiers to just trims Gideon’s army down from 32,000 soldiers to just 
300.  You will notice that only 300 passed the test that the 300.  You will notice that only 300 passed the test that the 

(continued next page)
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bringing the battle to us.bringing the battle to us.

I believe that we should not take a defensive posture, but we should really look to going on I believe that we should not take a defensive posture, but we should really look to going on 
the offense.  In Matthew 16:18 (KJV) it says, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, the offense.  In Matthew 16:18 (KJV) it says, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  
This verse speaks about the gates of hell, not the gates of heaven.  This must mean that the This verse speaks about the gates of hell, not the gates of heaven.  This must mean that the 
army of God is on the march against the fortresses of hell and that their gates will not be army of God is on the march against the fortresses of hell and that their gates will not be 

able to stand against God’s army, the church.  Too many people think that as the church takes a defensive posture able to stand against God’s army, the church.  Too many people think that as the church takes a defensive posture 
that the devil will not be able to break through.  Quite the contrary to this.  As the church marches against hell, the that the devil will not be able to break through.  Quite the contrary to this.  As the church marches against hell, the 
devil will fall.   devil will fall.   

God is calling Valley Isle Fellowship to be a part of that army and we should not and cannot let our guard down if God is calling Valley Isle Fellowship to be a part of that army and we should not and cannot let our guard down if 
we want to be a part of His victory.  He has and will continue to give us all that we need to be His mighty army, but we want to be a part of His victory.  He has and will continue to give us all that we need to be His mighty army, but 
we have to be willing to get on the offense and charge the gates of hell.  Even if the only weapon He has given to we have to be willing to get on the offense and charge the gates of hell.  Even if the only weapon He has given to 
us is a leaky water pistol.  That leaky water pistol, given by our Lord, may be all that He has determined that we us is a leaky water pistol.  That leaky water pistol, given by our Lord, may be all that He has determined that we 
need to accomplish His will, just like only 300 men was what God determined was enough to win His victory for need to accomplish His will, just like only 300 men was what God determined was enough to win His victory for 
Gideon.  Therefore, let’s pick up our “leaky water pistol” and charge the gates of hell for the glory and honor of Gideon.  Therefore, let’s pick up our “leaky water pistol” and charge the gates of hell for the glory and honor of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and Savior.Jesus Christ, our Lord, Master, and Savior.

Annual Listening Session and Business Meeting
On November 7th and 21st both starting at 5 PM we will be having two very important meetings.  
On the 7th we will be having our Listening Session which previews all of the items that we will be 
having a chance to vote on at the Annual Business Meeting on the 21st.  Anyone can participate at 
the Listening Session but only members will be able to vote on the 21st.  There are very important 
items that we will need to make decisions on, like By-Law revisions, voting on the Budget, and the 
election of Leaders.  We are not ready to present and vote on a new Pastor, so when the time is 
right, a special called meeting will be called, probably sometime in 2022.  The meetings on the 7th 
and 21st will take place both in-person and virtually.  You will need to make reservations for both 
the in-person and virtual venues.  Sign-up at the back table or give Clarice a call in the Church 
Office (808-244-0865).  

Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, 
 Clarice and I want to thank you very much for your love, support, 
and generosity. We will be taking you up on your very gracious and lov-
ing gift of going to Honolulu for a week. We will be leaving on the 10th of 
November and returning on the 16th.
 I also want to thank Neil Nakama, who will be preaching for me on 
the 14th. I would ask that you would be in prayer for Neil as he prepares to 
preach and as he delivers God’s message to you. 
 Once again, thank you so very much and may the Lord bless and 
keep you!!!
      Pastor Stephen and Clarice



The Pastor Search Committee 
is actively reviewing resumes and in need of your ardent and passionate prayers.

The prayer focus this month is taken from an article 
by Christina Fox written in 2019 for Christian Living, The Gospel Coalition: 

WHAT TO PRAY FOR YOUR SEARCH COMMITTEE     

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  

1 John 5:14 (ESV)
MAKE US A HOUSE OF PRAYER 

Alongside God’s Word, prayer is the sharpest weapon in our arsenal. 
As your church is seeking a new pastor, your search committee needs you to pray. 
They need you to stand against the evil forces at work to undermine their labors.  

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

Ephesians 6:18 NIV

Announcements
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Praise the Lord! Phase One, the initial application review, is drawing to a close. THANK YOU, church family, for 
your continued prayers as we move into a season of focusing on several potential candidates. Please continue to pray 
for all those who took the time to look at Valley Isle Fellowship and pour out their hearts and experiences on paper as 
they seek God’s direction for their ministries. It has been a privilege to see God at work in these men’s lives and see 
their hearts to serve and pastor churches.

The next phase has your committee seeking references and making decisions on who to interview. Interviews and 
references are a time of learning more about each other to discern Gods leading for VIF and a candidate’s future 
together. Unlike the business world where you interview several candidates and then “choose the best one,” we are 
seeking God’s Heart and God’s Will. Because of this, the wisdom is to pursue a single candidate at a time. Please 
pray for these conversations first within the Pastor Search Committee and then in the interview process, that ALL 
participating are open and sensitive to Godʻs Leading. It is prayer that prepares our hearts for the work of the Spirit.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at 808-281- 6551 or Don Booth at 808-495-
1628. Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s Will.

We are better together!



Announcements

G r a d e s  6 - 1 2G r a d e s  6 - 1 2
now meetingnow meeting

in-personin-person
WednesdaysWednesdays

7 p.m.7 p.m.
For more information

contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchooSunday School l 

During 2nd service

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information:

Steffen
(808-264-0397) 

or 
Josie 

(808-264-8142)

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

 “Carry each other’s burdens, 
and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.”

Galatians 6:2  NIVGalatians 6:2  NIV

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team
Teams of  4-6 each are once again Teams of  4-6 each are once again 

being formed being formed to clean the to clean the 
bathrooms and worship center bathrooms and worship center 
each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 

((anytime betweenThursday anytime betweenThursday 
through Saturdaythrough Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  
Sign-up to join a team, get a friend Sign-up to join a team, get a friend 

or your family to join you and or your family to join you and 
sign-up together!sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care for 

our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, water 
plants, pull weeds, etc.)
Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  

808-244-0865
Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Northern African and Middle Eastern Unengaged Peoples - The approximately 1,265,000 Lebanese Shia Arabs 
join Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant Christians, as well as Sunni Muslims, in making up the population of Lebanon. 
They tend to be less affluent than the others, so the current economic and political crisis in the country is especially 
hard for them. There is a decrease in electricity, water, and fuel in Lebanon right now. The currency has been greatly 
devalued. The Shia also align themselves with a political party that has created tension with their neighbors. The 
Bible and the “JESUS” film are available in their Arabic language. Pray that all Shia will hear the words of Scripture. 
Pray that they will meet people who can explain to them that Jesus’ message is for all people, not just those of a 
certain political party. Pray that whole families of Shia will come to Him. Ask God to meet the needs of Lebanese 
Shia Arabs who are lacking food and water at this time..

•Niamey, Niger (NEE-ah-may) - “Niger is a landlocked country where 50% of the population is 15 years old and 
younger. These are the emerging leaders of the future. Our Niamey Urban Team is praying that the gospel seeds 
planted today will produce mature Christians in the years to come. One such fertile area is university students. 
Dozens of university students gather together each Wednesday and Friday morning to practice their English. 
They often have the opportunity to interact with native English speakers who are followers of Christ. Students 
who are interested in learning more about the Bible and Jesus are invited to a Saturday seeker gathering. Ask 
God to soften the hearts of these students as they hear His Word and to draw them into a relationship with 
Himself. We have recently heard these comments from some of the students: ‘I want to learn all I can about the 
Bible.’ ‘Can I have a Bible in English?’ God is moving in the hearts of these students. Join us in praying for these 
emerging leaders.”

•Malong of the Philippines (mah-LONG) - The pandemic has affected people’s livelihood and health, and it has 
hindered workers from following up with Malong people who are studying the Word. Despite all of this, God is 
working in the mountains of the Philippines. Workers are receiving word that several Malong men and women 
have believed the Word and are waiting to be baptized! Pray for these new believers to gather and be discipled. 
In places that traditionally have been known as hostile to believers, God’s way of salvation is being clearly 
understood and accepted. What a testimony that there isn’t a mountain too high where God’s Word cannot reach.

“Pray for our new residency program designed for new planters. Pray for a number of church-plant-based compassion 
ministries that began during COVID-19 to continue to address needs within our communities. Pray for our teamʻs 
initiative to help educate new and existing planter couples on racial reconciliation.” - Kyle Canty, Philadelphia Send 
City Missionary
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PHILADELPHIA, PA
6,372,547

people live in
metro Philadelphia

77.6%
of the population is 

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
34,823

Phidelphia residents



52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Once upon a time, everyone gave up on Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

The steel mills were dead and people fled.

In our prayer time today, let’s pray for our home missionary, Rob Wilton, who serves there.

Rob says the city needs dozens of new churches.

Why? Because the city population is climbing. The city has changed from steel and manufacturing 
to technology and medicine-related business. They’re calling Pittsburgh the Comeback City.

Unfortunately, many people in Pittsburgh still struggle with poverty.

Our Home Mission Board has established a Send Relief Ministry Center to tackle food needs, 
homelessness, illiteracy and other problems — all while sharing the gospel. Volunteers from many 
states have been coming to help.

Rob is lead pastor at Vintage Church in Pittsburgh, where his wife, Annabeth also serves. He 
believes great days are ahead for his church and others in the city.

Our church helps support Rob in his multiple ministries through our Cooperative Program support, 
the same way we helped support that ministry center and our North American Mission Board.

Let’s pray for Rob and Annabeth as they serve in Pittsburgh.

Let’s pray that the city’s new life will also lead to eternal life for thousands as time goes by.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

31    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
       1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
       5:00 pm   Reservations open
           ~ Small Groups outreach to Waiale Elua ~

               
  1    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  3    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
 4-5  6:30 pm   HPBC 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting
  Business Session(Thur)/Celebration(Fri)

  6    8:00 am- noon   MPD Kalo - lanai & courtyard
  7   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
      Listening Session - in-person & virtual

   8    6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
  10-16   Pastor Stephen & Clarice on vacation
  (office closed)
 11    Veteranʻs Day - office closed

 14   9:00 am   1st Worship Service - Neil Nakama    
                            preaching 
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service - Neil Nakama    
                            preaching                             
             Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon  NLICF - sanctuary
      12:30 pm   Trustees Meeting - on-line
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

 15   6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
 17   5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
 21   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:00 am Baptismal Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  Annual Meeting - in-person & virtual
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

October 2021October 2021

November 2021November 2021



Facing Evil InsideFacing Evil Inside
Facing Evil Series – Part IFacing Evil Series – Part I

I.  Acknowledge the ___________ of evil within. – James 1:13-15

 A.  Don’t __________ God.

 B.  God does not __________ us.

 C.  Our desires are the ________ of our temptations.

 D.  Temptations __________ and ________ us into sinful actions.

 E.  ____________ to sin gives birth to __________ .

II.  ________ to self. – Romans 8:12-13

 A.  Not under _______________ .

 B.  Sinful urges ___________ and __________ .

 C.  The thief comes only to  _________ , ________ , and ___________ . 

  – John 10:10a

 D.  Putting to death  __________  _________ . – John 10:10b

III.  Acquire all of God’s ______________ . – Ephesians 6:11-13

 A.  All of God’s armor equals all of _________  _____________ .

 B.  The devil’s _______________ are stronger than ________ .

 C.  You need every piece of God’s ______________ .

 D.  Then you will be able to _________ .

IV.  ________  ___________  and be the man/woman that God desires. 

 – Matthew 10:32-33

 A.  Acknowledging __________ .

  1.   ___________ Him.

  2.   ____________ Him.

 B.  Acknowledged before the ___________ .

 C.  Denial will bring __________ .
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