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  Identifying the Problem and Activating the SolutionIdentifying the Problem and Activating the Solution
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

you desire is a broken spirit.  you desire is a broken spirit.  
You will not reject a broken and You will not reject a broken and 
repentant heart, O God.repentant heart, O God.  You   You 
cannot use your influence or cannot use your influence or 
your wealth to buy God’s favor your wealth to buy God’s favor 
and grace.  If this could be done and grace.  If this could be done 
all of the world’s influential and all of the world’s influential and 
wealthy people would be in good shape.  wealthy people would be in good shape.  Mark 10:23-Mark 10:23-
25 (NLT)25 (NLT)  2323Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God!”  “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God!”  
2424This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, This amazed them. But Jesus said again, “Dear children, 
it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God.  it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God.  2525In fact, it is In fact, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”

God desires and accepts the broken spirit.  In fact, in God desires and accepts the broken spirit.  In fact, in 
Psalms 51:17, it says that God will not reject the broken Psalms 51:17, it says that God will not reject the broken 

and repentant heart.  We need to have and repentant heart.  We need to have 
brokenness and a heart full of repentance if brokenness and a heart full of repentance if 
we desire to be in good measure in God’s we desire to be in good measure in God’s 
sight.  Remember that man can only see the sight.  Remember that man can only see the 
outward appearance, but God can see the outward appearance, but God can see the 
inner man.  He knows all of our thoughts inner man.  He knows all of our thoughts 
and all of our motives.  Therefore, He know and all of our motives.  Therefore, He know 
whether we are broken and repentant, or not.  whether we are broken and repentant, or not.  

We can NEVER fool Him.  We can NEVER fool Him.  

Once we identify that sin is the problem, and we come Once we identify that sin is the problem, and we come 
to Jesus with a broken and repentant heart to ask for His to Jesus with a broken and repentant heart to ask for His 
forgiveness, not only will He forgive and cleanse us, forgiveness, not only will He forgive and cleanse us, 
but He will then also empower us to do His will.  This but He will then also empower us to do His will.  This 
means that He will restore us into His family and into His means that He will restore us into His family and into His 
Kingdom’s work.  This King of kings and Lord of lords, Kingdom’s work.  This King of kings and Lord of lords, 

F       F       or so many,or so many, defeating sin in our lives begins when  defeating sin in our lives begins when 
we clearly identify the sin.  If we never identify sin we clearly identify the sin.  If we never identify sin 
in our lives, then we will never be able to begin the in our lives, then we will never be able to begin the 

healing process.  A classic example can be found in Jesus’ healing process.  A classic example can be found in Jesus’ 
explanation of the log in one’s explanation of the log in one’s 
eye.  eye.  Luke 6:41-42 (NLT) Luke 6:41-42 (NLT) 
4141“And why worry about a “And why worry about a 
speck in your friend’s eye speck in your friend’s eye 
when you have a log in your when you have a log in your 
own?  own?  4242How can you think of How can you think of 
saying, ‘Friend, let me help saying, ‘Friend, let me help 
you get rid of that speck in you get rid of that speck in 
your eye,’ when you can’t see your eye,’ when you can’t see 

past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of 
the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to 
deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.

There are many perspectives that you can take from Jesus’ There are many perspectives that you can take from Jesus’ 
story in Luke 6, but I want you to clearly see that you story in Luke 6, but I want you to clearly see that you 
cannot begin to heal and you cannot help others when you cannot begin to heal and you cannot help others when you 
don’t realize and take care of the problem, especially the don’t realize and take care of the problem, especially the 
sin problem, that exists in your own life.  This passage is sin problem, that exists in your own life.  This passage is 
a strong statement on dealing with your problem before a strong statement on dealing with your problem before 
moving on.  Many use this passage to say that they cannot moving on.  Many use this passage to say that they cannot 
do this or that for the Lord because of the sin or weakness do this or that for the Lord because of the sin or weakness 
in their lives.  However, this passage says to in their lives.  However, this passage says to “First get rid “First get rid 
of the log in your own eye …” of the log in your own eye …”  Then and only then will  Then and only then will 
you be able to reach out and help yourself and others.  you be able to reach out and help yourself and others.  

Taking out the speck in your eye is a command and not a Taking out the speck in your eye is a command and not a 
suggestion.  We are to deal seriously with the sins in our suggestion.  We are to deal seriously with the sins in our 
lives.  The only effective way to deal with sin is to submit lives.  The only effective way to deal with sin is to submit 
all of our lives to Jesus, allow Him to cleanse and purify all of our lives to Jesus, allow Him to cleanse and purify 
us, and then to allow Him to empower us with His Holy us, and then to allow Him to empower us with His Holy 
Spirit so that we can accomplish His sovereign and holy Spirit so that we can accomplish His sovereign and holy 
will.  You cannot take care of the sin problem in your life will.  You cannot take care of the sin problem in your life 
on your own.  You do not have the strength, wisdom, and on your own.  You do not have the strength, wisdom, and 
resources to do it on your own.  Only submitting your life resources to do it on your own.  Only submitting your life 
to Jesus can accomplish this. to Jesus can accomplish this. 

As you seek His forgiveness, cleansing, and empowering As you seek His forgiveness, cleansing, and empowering 
you must have the right attitude and motive.  you must have the right attitude and motive.  Psalms Psalms 
51:16-17 (NLT)51:16-17 (NLT)  1616You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would 
offer one.  You do not want a burnt offering.  offer one.  You do not want a burnt offering.  1717The sacrifice The sacrifice 

(continued next page)
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will bring we who have been rebellious traitors back into His family and into His work of love and grace.  Can you will bring we who have been rebellious traitors back into His family and into His work of love and grace.  Can you 
imagine that?  Our God of strength and power is also a God of love and forgiveness.  He restores us to a place of imagine that?  Our God of strength and power is also a God of love and forgiveness.  He restores us to a place of 
honor in His Kingdom as His servants and ambassadors.  honor in His Kingdom as His servants and ambassadors.  

Once you have realized the sin in your lives and you come to Jesus in brokenness and humility, then you can Once you have realized the sin in your lives and you come to Jesus in brokenness and humility, then you can 
truly repent.  Then the Lord will cleanse you and use you for His glory and honor.  Let me end truly repent.  Then the Lord will cleanse you and use you for His glory and honor.  Let me end 
this article with this encouragement from this article with this encouragement from Philippians 4:6-9 (NLT)Philippians 4:6-9 (NLT)  66Don’t worry about anything; Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 77Then Then 
you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will 
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  88And now, dear brothers and sisters, one And now, dear brothers and sisters, one 
final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 99Keep putting into practice Keep putting into practice 
all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then 

the God of peace will be with you.the God of peace will be with you.

Annual Listening Session and Business Meeting
On November 7th and 21st both starting at 5 PM we will be having two very important meetings.  
On the 7th we will be having our Listening Session which previews all of the items that we will be 
having a chance to vote on at the Annual Business Meeting on the 21st.  Anyone can participate at 
the Listening Session but only members will be able to vote on the 21st.  There are very important 
items that we will need to make decisions on, like By-Law revisions, voting on the Budget, and the 
election of Leaders.  We are not ready to present and vote on a new Pastor, so when the time is 
right, a special called meeting will be called, probably sometime in 2022.  The meetings on the 7th 
and 21st will take place both in-person and virtually.  You will need to make reservations for both 
the in-person and virtual venues.  Sign-up at the back table or give Clarice a call in the Church 
Office (808-244-0865).  

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  

  1.  Contact the Church Office (808-244-0865) for a Membership   
 packet. 
  2. Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an appointment 
 (about 2 hours) to meet with Pastor Stephen. 
  3.  Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: Authority, Section 
I  through VII.
  4.  Review and sign Registration Card and Membership Covenant.



The Pastor Search Committee 
is actively reviewing resumes and in need of your ardent and passionate prayers.

The prayer focus this month is taken from an article 
by Christina Fox written in 2019 for Christian Living, The Gospel Coalition: 

WHAT TO PRAY FOR YOUR SEARCH COMMITTEE     

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  

1 John 5:14 (ESV)
ENDURANCE

The search-committee process is a long process. It takes most churches at least a year to find a new pastor, 
some even longer. People will regularly ask, “Why haven’t you found someone yet?” The committee will 

ask themselves the same question. They’ll grow weary from the work and discouraged when the applicants 
don’t fit their standards. Pray for your committee members to have endurance to find the pastor you need.  

For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.  

Habakkuk 2:3  

Announcements
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  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Praise the Lord! Phase One, the initial application review, is drawing to a close. THANK YOU, church family, for 
your continued prayers as we move into a season of focusing on several potential candidates. Please continue to pray 
for all those who took the time to look at Valley Isle Fellowship and pour out their hearts and experiences on paper as 
they seek God’s direction for their ministries. It has been a privilege to see God at work in these men’s lives and see 
their hearts to serve and pastor churches.

The next phase has your committee seeking references and making decisions on who to interview. Interviews and 
references are a time of learning more about each other to discern Gods leading for VIF and a candidate’s future 
together. Unlike the business world where you interview several candidates and then “choose the best one,” we are 
seeking God’s Heart and God’s Will. Because of this, the wisdom is to pursue a single candidate at a time. Please 
pray for these conversations first within the Pastor Search Committee and then in the interview process, that ALL 
participating are open and sensitive to Godʻs Leading. It is prayer that prepares our hearts for the work of the Spirit.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at 808 281- 6551 or Don Booth at 808 495-
1628. Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s Will.

We are better together!
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now meetingnow meeting
in-personin-person

WednesdaysWednesdays
7 p.m.7 p.m.

Contact
Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

for more information

Childcare and Childcare and 
Sunday SchooSunday School l 

During 2nd service

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information:

Steffen
(808-264-0397) 

or 
Josie 

(808-264-8142)

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

Final Session this Saturday, 10/30

Getting to Know the Holy SpiritGetting to Know the Holy Spirit
A Bible Study seeking knowledge 

of the Holy Spirit and why Jesus said 
it was so important for Him to leave.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and  self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23 NIVGalatians 5:22-23 NIV

3:30 - 5 p.m.  -  zoom.us3:30 - 5 p.m.  -  zoom.us
Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009

for log-in information

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team
Teams of  4-6 each are once again Teams of  4-6 each are once again 

being formed being formed to clean the to clean the 
bathrooms and worship center bathrooms and worship center 
each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 

((anytime betweenThursday anytime betweenThursday 
through Saturdaythrough Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  
Sign-up to join a team, get a Sign-up to join a team, get a 
friend or your family to join friend or your family to join 
you and sign-up together!you and sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care for 

our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, pull weeds, etc.)

Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  244-0865

Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•South Asian Unengaged Peoples - The Karnam, numbering about 87,000, are found slightly north of the cities 
of Bangalore and Chennai in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India. They speak Tamil and are Hindu. Traditionally, 
they were the village accountants, but now many work in governmental service and agricultural labor. The 
Karnam have an unusual custom of treating an unmarried girl as a bride by “marrying” her to a banana tree. This 
is believed to rid her of a curse, with bad luck falling on the banana tree rather than on her future spouse. Please 
pray that these people will prepare themselves for Christ, the Bridegroom, and be passionate about sharing Him 
with their families, friends, and neighbors so they also will be ready when He returns, just as the five wise virgins 
were as they awaited the bridegroom. “And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:10-13 ESV).

•Peoples of the Bajio of Mexico (bah-HEE-oh) - “Our team has recently experienced a series of adverse 
situations. Thankfully, although some of these situations have been serious, God has been keeping our team safe 
and united in prayer. We rejoiced in the birth of the newest member of our team, a sweet baby girl, and celebrated 
having students from the United States in our city this past summer. We also prayed through several health crises 
of family members in the U.S. and a car accident on the field, among other situations. We thank God for His 
mercies that are new every day, and ask that you keep our HPZ Bajio Team in your prayers as we strive to be 
faithful to God´s calling to share Jesus.”

•Cape Town, South Africa (KAYP town) - It was Bill’s* promise to his parents to take their grandchildren to 
church that directly led to his salvation, but his subsequent call to the ministry seemed ridiculous given that his 
wife was still totally uninterested in following Jesus. After a year and a half of fervent prayer on the part of Bill 
and the church, his wife made a profession of faith, and this began their journey of ministry. Pray for Bill as he 
leads his small, diverse church in an urban area of Cape Town to have unity as they care for spiritual and physical 
needs in the church and in the surrounding communities. Bill describes his job as “the farmer of another man’s 
sheep.” Pray for wisdom and perseverance as Bill cares for and leads the flock that God has entrusted to him. 
(*name changed)

“Pray that God will bring healing to the ongoing racial tensions in our region. Pray that churches will be bold with the 
gospel. Pray that partnerships will flourish from rural to suburban to urban and downtown churches.” - Rayden Hollis, 
St. Louis Send City Missionary
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ST. LOUIS, MO
2,738,720

people live in
metro St. Louis

71.8%
of the population is 

estimated as lost
1 SBC church for every

7,938
St. Louis residents



52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions

- 6 -

Today we are going to New York City so we can pray for two of our North American missionaries 
planting a new church in The Bronx.

They are Ramny and Davami Perez.

Their new church is Fordham Community Church and it is meeting in the Fordham section of 
The Bronx.

Where’s that? Well, if you go to New York City and to Manhattan, and if you started walking 
north from the north side of Central Park, eventually you’d come to Yankee Stadium. Keep 
walking and you’d get to 2439 Creston Avenue. It’s a busy city street like most here — with 
residents from everywhere. This is where the church meets.

Ramny was born in the Dominican Republic, which is in the Caribbean. But he grew up in 
New York. This is home for him. It’s where he and Davami are raising their son.

One day he hopes their church will become a Kingdom family that displays the love of Christ. 
He knows getting there will require lots of evangelism and lots of discipleship.

Our church supports our missionaries, Ramny and Davami, through our Cooperative Program 
giving.

Let’s ask God to give Ramny his vision there in The Bronx.
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24    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
    12:30 pm   Special Called Trustees Meeting
       1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
       5:00 pm   Reservations open

25    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
27    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
30    3:30 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know   
                            the Holy Spirit” - Session #6
31    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
       1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
       5:00 pm   Reservations open
           - Small Groups outreach to Waiale Elua -

    
1    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

  3    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
 4-5  6:30 pm   HPBC 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting
  Business Session(Thur)/Celebration(Fri)

  6    8:00 am- noon   MPD Kalo - lanai & courtyard
  7   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon NLICF - sanctuary
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
      Listening Session - in-person & virtual

   8    6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
  10-16  Pastor Stephen & Clarice - vacation
  (office closed)

 14   9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
     12:00 noon  NLICF - sanctuary
      12:30 pm   Trustees Meeting
        1:00 pm   Pastor Search Committee meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

October 2021October 2021

November 2021November 2021



Thriving, Not FailingThriving, Not Failing  
Pastor Stephen KaneshiroPastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  The world may call it a ____________ . – Matthew 27:27-31 and 

  Matthew 27:39-44

 A. This __________ like failure.

 B. People ___________ it like failure.

 C. People ___________________ like failure.

II.  But, how does _______ see it? – 1 Samuel 16:7 and Psalms 51:16-17 

 A.  God looks at the _________  _______ .

 B.  Searches for the one with a  ___________ and ______________ spirit.

 C.   ___________  ________________ is desired by the Lord.
 

III.  Who are the ones that really ___________ ? – Joshua 1:6-9 

 A.  Those who are ___________ and  _________________ .

 B.  Those who carefully _________  ________ of the Lord’s commands.

 C.  Those who do not ______________ .

 D.   Those who continually __________ and _______________ on God’s 

  Word.

NOTES:
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