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Is Civility Dead?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

In an article posted on July 11, 2016 entitled, “Is

Civility Dead in America?”, this whole question is
posed. This article was written by Thomas G. Plante,
PhD, ABPP. It begins with, “Sadly, we seem to be
living in an increasingly uncivil community. From
presidential politics to random internet comments,
there seems to be more and more rude, demeaning,
insulting, and aggressive language and behavior in
our society.” This article was
posted in 2016, but sadly it is still
true and maybe even more uncivil
here in 2018. This article further
states that if this kind of attitude
and behavior is not addressed with
effective action, “it tends to be more readily repeated
and spreads to others.” It is obvious that we have
not addressed this problem effectively because today
it appears that incivility has progressed to the point
where it is extremely possible that things will spiral
out of control.
I want to call all of us into action by saying to you,
LET’S ALL BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION AND
NOT A PART OF THE PROBLEM. It is so important
that we strive to be Christ-like in all that we think,
do, or say. Being civil in the face of the greatest and
maybe even the vilest of incivility is certainly very
challenging. I believe that Christians throughout
Maui County, the State of Hawaii, and throughout
our Nation can be a big part of the solution. More
than 60% of our Nation continue to claim that they
are Christians. Therefore, I believe that if only 30%
of those who say that they are Christians would stand
up and act like the Christians that Christ commands
us to be, a genuine contribution to this crisis could be
powerfully made.
Valley Isle Fellowship, if all of us here in our small

church would commit to be the men and women
that Jesus calls us to be, we would be able to make
a solid contribution to this problem here on Maui.
We are reaching a critical point in our society and
it will take an all out and radical commitment to
Jesus Christ to make a difference. As I write this
article (Monday evening, October 15th) I have been
hearing of protests that are turning violent. Angry
and hateful exchanges are flying around without any
filters. Therefore, this kind of unbridled speech
would naturally break forth in violent action. I
believe that very soon, this kind of violence will lead
to people being killed. The next step after that will
be anarchy, which would mean living in a lawless
world. This is not the kind of world that any of us
would like to live in or to pass on to the generations
to come.
I believe that only Jesus can bring a solution to the
challenges that face us. Only the kind of love and
grace that is grounded and
founded in Him will bring
the peace that we so desire.
Here in the place that we call
home, is where we need to
make a difference. The greatest difference will be made when we all get on the
right team. The team that is bringing so much hate
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Is Civility Dead?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
and disgrace in our world today, is the wrong team. Because you are attending our church, this church is
committed to loving and obeying Jesus Christ and to lead all we have influence on, into this same loving
and obedient relationship with Jesus.
In the face of anger, Be Still and Know That I am God. He is with you and can empower you to be Christlike in all that you think, do, and say. In the face of heinous incivility, pray like Jesus: “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” In the face of libel and lies, rest in Jesus who can protect and
defend you. Remember, Jesus did not rise up to defend Himself when He was unjustly arrested and when
He was improperly and unlawfully tried in three trials in the middle of the night, one right after another.
Jesus maintained His stature in the face of His most demanding times of testing. He kept His eyes on
the desires and commands of His Heavenly Father. We also need to keep our eyes on the desires and
commands of our Heavenly Father. This is not easy, but when the trials come to an end, we will not be
sorry. In fact, we will even be more grateful for our Savior’s guidance and strength.
Great joy and satisfaction will be ours when we look back and realize how God answers our prayers
and uses us for His Kingdom’s glory and honor. We will be so fulfilled that we will be praising Him for
allowing us to be honored and used of Him. This will be loving service without any regrets. Move on rise
to the task that He has honored you to be a part of. May God bless and keep you.
Monday Prayer Meeting cancelled - The Voice
of the Martyrs is partnering with Faithlife
TV to bring you an exclusive viewing of the
Tortured for Christ movie. You are Invited to
watch on October 22,2018 at 6:30 PM

VIF Annual Meeting Listening
Session
Sunday November 4, 2018 6 PM
VIF Annual Meeting
Sunday November 25, 2018 6 PM
You all are welcome to attend.
Being held at Valley Isle Fellowship

Trunk or Treat

at Valley Isle Fellowship is a safe Halloween
Alternative with Jesus for our community.
Meeting October 28 @ 12
You can participate and decorate your trunk.
Please sign up at the back table.
For More information call Steffen
264-0397
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What Does Spiritual Growth Look Like?
(1 of a 2 Part Series)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento

All living things grow. With human beings, we watch babies learn to crawl, to walk, to talk. We grow from
total dependance on our parents to eventually being parents are ourselves. The maturing process is a
journey to independence.
Our spiritual journeys are just the opposite. We start off in rebellion against God,
thinking we are fully independent from Him. Spiritual maturity, then, is the process
of recognizing our complete dependence on God and learning to rely on Him
rather than ourselves. As we grow and mature in our relationship with Him, we realize how much we
need Him. But for all the talk we hear about spiritual growth, it’s often difficult to understand exactly what
that looks like. Too often, churches and ministries focus on getting people into church, getting them to
pray a prayer and check the “Christian” box. But after that, there isn’t always a lot of post-decision care.
New people coming into the church might call themselves Christians, but they might not have much
of an idea what that means on a daily basis. Following Jesus isn’t just a one-time decision. It’s a daily
process of growth. That growth is a biblical imperative. The expectation of Scripture isn’t that we grow
old together, but that we grow up together. The book of Hebrews lays this out as a strong rebuke: “There
is much we have to say about this matter, but it is hard to explain to you, because you are so slow to
understand. There has been enough time for you to be teachers — yet you still need someone to teach
you the first lessons of God’s message. Instead of eating solid food, you still have to drink milk. Anyone
who has to drink milk is still a child, without any experience in the matter of right and wrong. Solid food,
on the other hand, is for adults, who through practice are able to distinguish between good and evil.”
Hebrews 5:11-14 GNB
So what does growth look like in the life of a Christian?
YOU’RE LEARNING MORE ABOUT GOD
When you love something, you get to know it. Imagine being married and not knowing basic facts about
your spouse. Not only is that ill-advised for household bliss, it’s an indication of a lack of love. When we
don’t know Jesus, don’t know His gospel, don’t grow in it, that is indicative of the fact that our love for
Him is either non-existent or at best immature.
YOU’RE DIGGING INTO DEEPER THEOLOGY
Just as a child’s diet changes as he or she matures, so does the baby Christian’s. To borrow the
metaphor we see in 1 Peter 2, we start off on the “milk” of basic truths about God and his work, but the
expectation is that we grow. Beyond the basics, anyone who has been a Christian for some time should
be able to “chew” on more advanced concepts. The foundation should be built for them to grow.
YOU’RE NOT WAITING ON OTHERS TO FEED YOU
Too many Christians still want a pastor or leader to spoon feed them—telling them
what to think, what to read, and so on. That’s not good enough for growing Christians.
You absolutely should seek out a church with sound theology and Gospel-centered
preaching that challenges you. But anyone who has been a Christian for longer than a
year should be able—at least partially—to feed themselves.
YOU’RE LEARNING AND TEACHING
Notice that the expectation of Scripture is that, in time, all Christians should be
teachers: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2
Peter 3:18). It’s not necessarily that we all stand up on a stage and preach at church,
it’s that anyone who has been a Christian for a reasonable duration of time should be able to not only
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What Does Spiritual Growth Look Like?
(1 of a 2 Part Series)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
understand the Word of God, we should be able to teach it to others.
Teaching the Gospel is a biblical expectation for all Christians. The gift of teaching is not for all, of course,
but the ability to relay, share and help others grow on a micro level is for all of us.
YOU’RE GROWING IN GRACE
Peter tells us that we should be growing in grace. This is to share the heart of God.
Not to desire justice or retribution for those who wrong us but for our lives to be
characterized by grace. Our default response should not be anger or bitterness but
forgiveness and grace. Even when people don’t deserve it. Because that’s what grace is.
© RELEVANT Media Group. Tyler Edwards is a pastor, author, and husband. He currently works as the Discipleship Pastor of
Carolina Forest Community Church in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. He is passionate about introducing people to and helping
them grow in the Gospel. (Used by permission from Relevant Media Group)

					

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **					

Operation Christmas Child 2018
Many boys and girls who receive shoebox
gifts also enroll in our follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Journey, Where
they learn to follow Christ and share Him
with others. It all starts with a simple gift.
Will you prayerfully consider joining us in
this ministry?
a) Find a standard-size box
b) Fill and wrap (optional) shoebox
c) Pray for child who will receive
your shoebox. Include a note and a
photo.
d)
Include a $9.00 donation
in shoebox(checks written to
Samaritanʻs Purse) OR donate online
to Follow Your Box Boxes due back @
VIF Wednesday, November 14

Friday, November 2, 2018
5:00 p.m.
For more information contact
Shanley @ (808) 280-2690

We are preparing to publish a Directory for Valley Isle
Fellowship church members and attendees. We are asking for
those who would like to be in the Valley Isle Fellowship
directory for church members and attendees to confirm your
current information and allow us permission to publish your
information and pictures within our church. Some pictures
may be used on the churches facebook and website. Please
return it promptly so that we can prepare to print
the directory for distribution during the annual
meeting.
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Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today

List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, misc.
Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms &
lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related
classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our
youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs and
sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events,
upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.

Oct 21 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F

Oct 28 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Lauryn I, Rihanna V
Nov 4 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
			
Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
Nov 14 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Joanne R.

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of October 25-27
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

You may contact the church office for more information at (
808) 244-0865

Week of November 1-3
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*,
Jennifer R, Paul R

Volunteers Needed!

Join a team to be part of this vital ministry caring for our little ones (on a rotation basis)
during morning worship service.
For more information, contact Josie
or Steffen
VIF OFFICE @ 264-0397

Week of November 8-10
Team 5
Carol Sn, Makanani C,
Josie Y*, Bautista Family
Week of November 15-17
Team 6
Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P,
Chad K,

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

*Key Monitor

We welcome your favorite dish to share

Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.
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Announcements
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Baltimore, MD
“Please pray for more churches to partner with us. Also,
pray that more church planters from the continent of
Africa would come to Baltimore. Lastly, please pray that
our church planters would continue to pursue holiness.”

Pray that the gospel of Jesus Christ will spread throughtout West Baltimore communities and for spiritual maturity,
godly wisdom and ordered steps over our family and the
flock of Christian Liberty Church.

2,797,407 people live in metro Baltimore
57.9% are unaffiliated with any religious body
9.9% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 10,438 Baltimore residents

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

PrayerConnect

*American Peoples-“In October, our missionaries
serving among indigenous peoples are focusing on evangelism. We are praying that the hearts of believers across
the Americas will be broken for those who have not heard
the gospel and that doors will be opened to new peoples
and places as we share in evangelism events this month.
Pray with us that God will do a mighty work among our
peoples as we take the gospel to those who have not
heard.”

*Northern Thai/Khon Muang of Thailand-(cone
MOO-ung) - Sam* and Nancy* are Thai missionaries to
the Northern Thai people. They have left their families
and friends to live among a people they do not understand and who speak a foreign language. Far from their
home in the bustling city of Bangkok, Sam and Nancy
find themselves in the country, struggling to earn enough
money to pay their expenses. Ask the Lord to bless their
obedience and sacrifice. Pray for their perseverance
through difficult times. Pray that they will sense God’s
Spirit with them, supporting and guiding them. May
they be a witness to the fact that nothing shall separate
believers in Jesus Christ from the love of God. “No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us” (Romans 8:37 ESV). (*names changed)
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Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays

Jose Torres and his wife, Joy, are planting Christ
Connections Church in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Please pray that we can follow up with newcomers who
attended our bridging events over the summer. Pray
they develop a relationship with Jesus. Pray that church
members will have compassion for lost souls and
commit to do the hard work of follow up and discipleship.
Josh McCarty
10 10 2018 | Grand Junction, Colo.
Josh McCarty is the church planter/pastor of River
City Church in Colorado. Please pray for our church
plant as we may be sending one of our best to help plant
another church about an hour away. We are excited and
at the same time struggling to let him go. Also, please
pray for our leadership as we officially recognize another
man in our church as an elder/pastor for our church. We
want this transition to be of the Lord’s will and not our
own. It seems we are going through some transitions as
a church, and I would appreciate more prayers from the
saints during this time. For God’s glory and His kingdom!

Evening Worship Service Notes
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

October 21, 2018
Valley Isle Fellowship
PM Service

Destructive Thoughts and Words
Titus 1:10-16 NLT
I. Many rebellious people. – Titus 1:10 NLT
A. ___________ in useless talk.
B.______________ others.
C. __________ prophets.
II. Must be dealt with. – Titus 1:11-14 NLT
A. ____________ false teaching.
B. ______________ them for their own good.
C. _____________ those in your care.
III. Test all that is said. – Titus 1:15-16 NLT
A. Pure ___________ and clean __________ .
B. ___________ to the core.
C. ___________ , proclaim God.
D. __________ , deny Him.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

October 2018

10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Annual Meeting Listening Session

21 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

5

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

7

22 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting- Cancelled
6:30 pm - Movie “TORTURED FOR CHRIST”

6:30 pm - Youth Night Cancelled
6:00-pm - TTWN-Dispicle-Making Church

11 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

24 6:30 pm - Youth Night
28 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trunk O Treat Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled
Veterans Day Holiday- Office closed
14 6:30 pm - Youth Night

29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

18 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

31 6:30 pm - Youth Night Cancelled
6:00-8:00 pm TRUNK O TREAT

19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

November 2018

2

5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

4

9:00 am- Worship Service

21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
25 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
		
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Foundations of a Christian Life
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
John 3:16-21 NLT
I. Based on _________ not _________ .
A. John 3:16 NLT
1. __________ the world so much.
2. ___________ His love.
B. John 3:17 NLT
1. Wanted to _________ not __________ .
2. _______________ _________ His Son.
II. Based on _________ will not ____________ will.
A. John 3:18 NLT
1. Believing is not ____________ .
2. Free will choice is the _____________ .
3. Free will choices come with _________________ .
B. John 3:19 NLT
1. Judgment based on _________ .
2. Choice based on _________ or ___________________.
3. ____________ no matter the ________________ .
III. Based on Eternal __________ not Eternal __________ .
A. John 3:20 NLT
1. _____________ on earth, _____________ in in eternity.
2. _________ for on earth, _________ in in eternity.
3. Living in _____________ .
B. John 3:21 NLT
1. __________ living is living in the __________ .
2. Living so ___________ can ________ .
3. Living to ____________ ________ .
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