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Strongly Encourage Your Participation
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

If

you are a member of Valley Isle Fellowship, I
want to encourage you to take note and be a part of
two meetings that are very important.
November 8th at 5:00 PM will be our
Annual Listening Session that will
prepare us for our Annual Business
Meeting being held on November
29th at 5:00 PM. The Listening Session
is where the items that will be presented at the Annual
Business Meeting will be presented and discussed.
This will be your opportunity to ask any pertinent
questions related to our business items being
presented for all of us to vote on. We do not want
to have you vote on something that you do not have
any knowledge about. Therefore, at the Listening
Session on Sunday, November 8th at 5:00 PM, we
will all be given the opportunity to ask questions of
our leaders on all of these issues. Then all who are
members will be given the opportunity to vote on
these issues.

before you. Therefore, you will not be able to fulfill
all of your membership responsibilities by choosing
to avoid these meetings.
We know that some of you will not be able to attend
because of COVID-19, because it is taking place
in the evening, because you may be ill, or for some
other valid reason. Therefore, we will be working on
setting up a Zoom virtual opportunity for you to still
participate in both meetings. We will need everyone
who will attend, either in-person or virtually, to let me
or the church office know, so that we can adequately
prepare for you. If you are going to attend virtually
through Zoom, it is very important that you inform
us so that we can verify your membership and to
send you the information to connect to our Zoom
Meeting. You may contact me either
with a phone call or text at (808)
419-8100 or by email at icastephen@
gmail.com. You may also contact the
church office at 244-0865 or email
vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com.

Because we are under COVID-19 mandates, we
will be screening people before they enter into the I want you to understand that VIF’s Business
Meetings are very important Spiritual Decisionchurch. We will social distance people
making meetings. The decisions that we make on
and spray hand sanitizer on each
November 29th will determine what we will be doing
person’s hands. We are also asking
during 2021. We desire to be in the very center of
that everyone wear their masks as they
God’s will and your participation is very important in
come. We are asking that this protocol
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be adhered to in both the November
8th and the November 29th meetings.
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Strongly Encourage Your Participation
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

helping us all to know what God’s will is. Therefore, I would like for all members
to start making arrangements to attend these two meetings. Our budget, calendar,
leadership election, and other important items will be presented to you. One of the
big issues may be a proposal to sell our High Street properties. Bottom line is, we
need you to come and to engage with us in discovering God’s will for all of this. Let me again, strongly
encourage you to be a part of these important meetings.
God bless you all!

* * * * *
Ladies of VIF . . .

Itʻs not too late to sign-up and join us to be a
part of this virtual womenʻs retreat in-house here at VIF.
Sign-up at the back table TODAY or contact
Pam Edwards (446-4009) or the church office (244-0865).

Your Help Is Needed . . .
The need for childcare
during our 10:30 service
is growing.
Teams are being formed
to minister to our little ones.
Sign-up at the back table
to be a part of this
vital ministry.
Contact
Steffen(264-0397)
or Josie (264-8142)
for more information.
Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com
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FIRST-PERSON:
What will it take for us to come together?
By Ronnie Floyd, posted October 9, 2020 in Cooperating for the Gospel
NASHVILLE (BP) – If you attempt to stay current and engaged with
our SBC family, you know we experience great days together as well as
challenging days. While our goal is to live a Christ-filled life, there are times
when we become so influenced by the world, we become entrapped in the
ways of our godless culture. When we do, it is not healthy.
Jesus said everyone will know we belong to Him when we love one another.
When we are being filled with the Holy Spirit, our lives are to be marked with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
When we fall away from this kind of testimony to one another, to our churches, and to the people we need to reach,
we lose influence with the very people God has called us to teach and reach with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
I am not looking for some kind of utopia on this side of heaven. However, I do expect us at least to have a zeal to
be like Christ, a humility that defers to unity, and a passion to follow Scripture in the way we relate to one another
as a testimony to the world.
Since operating in this new calling at the SBC Executive Committee, I have found myself periodically having to
apologize on our behalf to laypersons, pastors, and Christian leaders. I have received their sincere questions from
things like, “Can you not solve this?” to “What in the world is going on?”
I do know from my pastoral experience across four decades: This is no way to build a healthy church. I also know
this is no way to build a healthy denomination.
What will it take for this to change? What will it take for us to come together for the greater good?

We need to realign our personal convictions, our vision, our relational conduct, and our
future to the Bible we believe.
This is part of living for Christ on this earth. It is so easy today to live downstream of the culture, leading us to act
like the culture rather than live like Jesus Christ. They are not the same. When we walk with the Lord daily, our time
with Him in His Word and in prayer is a time to realign ourselves to Him, His Word and His will for us.
In this season of Baptist life, I humbly request each of us try to come together and realign ourselves to the Bible
individually and collectively. As a convention of more than 47,500 churches, we need to be a light to the nations
and provide hope for America and the entire world.
My personal convictions should be guided by the Bible, not by the culture or convenience, and most certainly not
by the theories of others which are in conflict with the Holy Scripture.
Our vision should be guided by the Bible, which calls us to make disciples of all the nations, not by the agenda of
any group or the opinions of others.
Furthermore, when this Great Commission is the conversation in our churches, then we will know and desire
partnership, cooperation, unity and love for one another.
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FIRST-PERSON:
What will it take for us to come together?
By Ronnie Floyd, posted October 9, 2020 in Cooperating for the Gospel
Our relational conduct should live out the principles of the Bible, not the vain principles of this world that lead us
to accuse one another, live in disunity, and be a poor testimony of our Lord who has called us to love one another.
Pride always leads to destruction. Humility is always a path to God.
Pride divides us. Humility unites us.

Our future together as a Convention needs to be driven by the Bible and Jesus’ command
to give His Good News to the whole world.
Furthermore, when this Great Commission is the conversation in our churches, then we will know and desire
partnership, cooperation, unity and love for one another.
This may not be the Baptist way at times, but it is always Jesus’ way. Let’s choose Jesus’ way and rise together for
this moment in history.

Now is the time to lead,

Ronnie Floyd

You can support
Valley Isle Fellowship
at no extra cost
when you shop at
smile.amazon.com?
smile.amazon.com
How? Shop at
smile.amazon.com
and designate

Valley Isle Fellowship

as your charity to support!
Same prices and products as the
amazon.com site.
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Announcements

Operation Christmas Child 2020 at VIF

Due to our current pandemic situation, VIF is encouraging
your continued participation of Samaritanʻs Purse Operation
Christmas Child through their Build a Shoebox online. With
just a few clicks, you can pack an Operation Christmas
Child shoebox gift online to help share God’s love with a
boy or girl in need around the world. Simply select toys and
other fun items you’d like to include from their collection,
and personalize your gift with your own letter and photo.
They will pack the gift for you and send it on its way for
a suggested donation of just $25. Contact Clarice in the
church office (244-0865) or Carol Sniffen (808)264-3081
for more information or for assistance getting online.
Collection week is November 16-23

• An opportunity to honor
our commitment, as a
church, to reach out to our
neighbors in the Waiale Elua
Neighborhood.
• We need volunteers to have
conversations and deliver
candy and vegetables to a
couple of families in Waiale
Elua.
• Delivery will be Sunday,
October 25th after both
services.
• Please sign up in the back
with Jen or Vince Bagoyo,
call the church office or
scan this code with your
phone camera.

All Youth
(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .
weekly Bible Study
Wednesday nights
6:30 p.m.
on zoom.us
Contact Wesley Kiaha
(808)281-4231
for more information
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Join us!!

Monday nights
6:30 p.m.
For log-in information
contact Pastor Stephen
(808)419-8100

MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Boston, MA

6,002,598 people live in
metro Boston
86.9% of the population
is estimated as lost
1 SBC church for every
35,730 Boston residents
“Pray we see 20 church planting churches established throughout Greater Boston by 2022 and 300 life-giving
churches planted by 2030 when Boston celebrates its 400th anniversary. Pray we see ʻin Boston as it is in
Heaven.ʻ”. - David Butler, Boston Send Missionary

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• In a small 20-by-30-foot room in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, as many as 20 new believers and non-believers meet.
All are factory workers who have come to the city from other parts of the country. On Saturday evenings, sitting on the
floor in the dimly lit room, some share copies of the Bible while others have the Bible on their phone. All are studying
God’s Word. The group is becoming church, the body of Christ, in their neighborhood. They are learning about what
it means to be a disciple of Jesus and about the responsibility to share what they are learning with their family, friends,
and co-workers. In a city of 10 million people, the need to be obedient and teach others is urgent. Pray that these
young factory workers and others like them will follow through with commitments to share so the gospel will spread
throughout the city. Pray that this newly formed church will become a lighthouse not only for their neighborhood, but
also for the handful of factories where the church members work. Pray that this church among factory workers will
multiply into many more churches that will continue spreading through the industrial areas of Ho Chi Minh City.
• As professional beggars, the Luli are the lowest people on the social ladder in Central Asia. Two years ago, a group
of workers united in prayer for the Luli. God answered by opening doors into the migrant community. The workers
rejoiced to learn that some Luli men and women had believed in Christ. Over time, the numbers multiplied; now at
least 100 Luli in Uzbekistan have professed faith. Some Luli believers receive technical training for the production of
audio Scriptures in their language. One man was interrogated on his way home from the training. He was fearful but
shared his testimony with the officials. The police released him, and the man left with strengthened faith. Praise God
for the miracle of what is happening among the Luli of Uzbekistan. Pray that the creation of audio Scriptures in the Luli
language will be both blessed and protected. Give thanks for two groups of Luli believers who meet together weekly
for worship. Pray the leaders will faithfully teach the Scripture and the groups will grow into healthy churches.

* According to local tradition, the Enn people are the remnants of a long-lost civilization who originally settled the lush
mountain highlands between Myanmar and China. As more powerful civilizations migrated into the area, the Enn were
displaced. They now have a strong fear of outsiders and embrace an extreme form of spirit worship and superstition.
The Enn people are known in the area mostly by derogatory names meaning something like “runaways.” They received
these names by avoiding any outsiders and literally “running away” when they saw anyone who was not of their tribe.
However, within the past few years, several Enn have become interested in the gospel, and access has become easier.
God is opening doors to bring these “runaways” back to Himself! Ask the Lord to comfort the fears of the Enn people
toward anything outside their tribe and build trust with those who will bring the gospel to the Enn villages. Pray that
He will provide the resources and translations to share the gospel in the Enn language.
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Volunteers Urgently Needed in Louisiana
Four Samaritan’s Purse disaster relief teams are at work in southwestern Louisiana after the region was hit hard by another
powerful storm this past weekend. Still reeling from Hurricane Laura, area residents are hurting and the needs are extensive. We still have over 2,000 requests for help on the books with more expected to pour in over the days ahead. This is
an overwhelming task, and we need God’s people to step forward to meet this urgent need!
Delta’s destruction just added to the devastation left by Laura’s 150-mph winds and heavy rains. In response, volunteer
teams in Lake Charles, DeQuincy, DeRidder, and Jennings will continue to mud out houses, tarp roofs, remove downed
trees and debris, and most importantly share the hope of the Gospel. Will you come alongside homeowners affected by
these hurricanes and let them know that God has not forgotten them? If you or your church or group can help, please sign
up today at SPvolunteer.org.
Please pray for those along the Gulf Coast who have been battered by multiple storms this year. Pray also for more workers to join us as we together help families start on the long road to recovery.
Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:2

Franklin Graham, President

© 2020 Samaritan’s Purse
All rights reserved. Used with permission
PO Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607
833-746-4225
SamaritansPurse.org
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18

19
21
22
23
24

October 2020

9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
5:00 pm Reservations open
6:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
5-8 pm
7-9 pm
10:00 am
12:30 pm

Prayer Meeting - online
Reservations close
Youth Bible Study - online
Barut/Wilhelm Wedding Rehearsal
HPBC Womenʻs Virtual Retreat
Annual MCBA Meeting - virtual
Barut/Wilhelm Wedding

25 9:00 am 1st Worship Service
		
Reverse Trunk or Treat Distribution
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
		
Reverse Trunk or Treat Distribution
5:00 pm
Reservations open
26
28

6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online

6:30 pm
5:00 pm

November 2020

1

9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
5:00 pm Reservations open

2
4

6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
5:00 pm Reservations close
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online
3:00 pm HPBC Annual Mtg via FB Live

5
8

9:00 am 1st Worship Service
10:30 am 2nd Worship Service
5:00 pm VIF Listening Session
		
Reservations open
9
11

Prayer Meeting - online
Reservations close
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6:30 pm Prayer Meeting - online
Veteranʻs Day - office closed
5:00 pm Reservations close
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study - online

Answering When an Answer Is Needed
1 Peter 3:13-18

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
I.

II.

III.

Always a ______________, even when suffering for good. - 1 Peter 3:13-14
A.

In distress, still eager to do _________.

B.

In distress, even while enduring ___________ ______________.

C.

In distress, still empowered to be _______________.

Always __________ to explain faithful Christian living. – 1 Peter 3:15
A.

Continuous, faithful ____________ of Jesus Christ as Lord of your life.

B.

A _________________ with Jesus Christ to anyone who asks.

Consistently ___________ in Christ-like fashion. – 1 Peter 3:16-18
A.

___________ and _______________ .

B.

Clear _________________.

C.

_________  _________in  ___________ testifies against those who speak

		against you.
D.

Not ___________ from ______________.

Notes:

-8-

