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Thinking Carefully and Fairly
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

A

very important and foundational teaching and
practice of our faith in Jesus Christ is that of LOVE.
Loving the unlovely and even loving our enemies
are deeply entrenched in
the life and teachings of
Jesus. I believe that the
personal application of
just this one characteristic
of Jesus could change our
churches and our world, because it would radically
change each and every one of us as individuals. We
all live in a society that desperately needs this love
of Jesus. We, in the church, should earnestly strive
to be a source for proclaiming and facilitating the
spread of Christ’s love to this dark and evil world.
The deep political divide that all of us are buried
under is leading our nation into hatred and violence.
On top of this is the fact that unbridled crime is leading
to debauchery and the murder of countless innocent
lives. An unintended consequence of one’s misunderstanding of personal rights and freedoms is leading to
a loss of nearly all respect and civility and causing all
of us to be suspicious of each others’ motives. Is it
right that our personal rights and freedoms take away
the rights and freedoms of others? In the pluralistic
world that we live in, there is an on-going movement
to legislate a new morality and to suppress religious
freedoms. All of these circumstances, and more,
contribute to the highly volatile society that we are a
part of. The rightness or wrongness of these issues can
be fought over from a Biblical point of view and from
a secular understanding. However, I believe what is
more important in the Lord’s eyes, is that we lift high
the life of Jesus rather than the teachings of Jesus.
I want to be very clear that I believe the teachings
of Jesus are very important!!! I believe it is so

important that we need to expressly and completely
implement them in our daily living. One of Jesus’
implicit and visible characteristics as well as an
integral part of His theological teachings was His
love for all people, even for His enemies. If we
believe that His teachings are vitally important, then
we have to live out His teachings and commandments. If we apply this one characteristic of loving
all people, we can change our society and world just
by being Christ-like in all that we think, do, and say.
Dear
people
of
Valley
Isle
Fellowship, regardless of what political
stripe you may be of and regardless of what
cultural, social, and/or economical
background you may come from, let
us all commit ourselves to LOVING
AS JESUS LOVES. This would also
lead us to RESPECTING all people in
a way that would bring glory and honor to Jesus.
Yes, I know that this will be difficult and it may cost
us dearly. I want to call all of us to think carefully and fairly about all that I am presenting to you.
Read carefully the following passage: Luke 14:2633 (NLT) 26 “If you want to be my disciple, you must
hate everyone else by comparison—your father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes,
even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my
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Thinking Carefully and Fairly
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 28 “But don’t
begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first calculating the
cost to see if there is enough money to finish it? 29 Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before
running out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. 30 They would say, ‘There’s the person who
started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ 31 “Or what king would go to war against another king
without first sitting down with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000
soldiers marching against him? 32 And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while
the enemy is still far away. 33 So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.
There are so many thoughts and perspectives in this passage, but I want you to see one that is vitally
important. Verse 28 urges us to think carefully and to count the cost of being all that Jesus desires of us.
We are called to be His disciples, but verse 33 says, “33 So you cannot become my disciple without giving
up everything you own.” Read through this whole passage and consider very carefully
what it means to be a Disciple of Jesus, a Follower of Christ, in this twisted and divisive
age of political correctness. We are called to be lovers of Jesus who pick up the cross
that He puts before us and to carry it no matter where it might lead, no matter what the
cost may be. The world desperately needs the love and grace of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Our Lord can use us as conduits of His love and grace directed to the most divisive and violent
elements of our world. Are we willing to take up His cross and follow wherever and no matter
what it may cost?
					

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~					

We are preparing to publish a Directory for
Valley Isle Fellowship church members and attendees.
We are asking for those who would like to be in the
Valley Isle Fellowship directory for church members and
attendees to confirm your current information and
allow us permission to publish your information and
pictures within our church. Some pictures may be
used on the churches facebook and website. Please
return it promptly so that we can prepare to print the
directory for distribution during the annual meeting.
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MCBA Annual Meeting
Saturday October 20, 2018, 10 AM
VIF Annual Meeting Listening
Session
Sunday November 4, 2018 6 PM
VIF Annual Meeting
Sunday November 25, 2018 6 PM
You all are welcome to attend.
Being held at Valley Isle Fellowship

Read, To look for Jesus
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

This is the advice I would suggest and highly encourage any Christian who finds the Bible to be
stale and lifeless: look for Jesus. So much of what we miss in Scripture is because we look for
characters and themes and lessons other than Jesus. But He is both the primary character and
the primary plotline of Scripture. To look for anything else first is to rip out the heart of God’s
Word. The “Word of God” really is Jesus. In John 1:1 it says, “In the beginning the Word
already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
Every page of Scripture points to Jesus. It all fits together to point
to Him and to glorify Him and depict Him and reveal Him. When we
read the whole story and see Jesus throughout the pages, we see Him
afresh, not as whatever preconceived notions we had. We see Him as
more than a teacher, more than a healer, more than a model character.
We see the life of Jesus from the man who sat with children, weeping
for lost souls and paying the ultimate price on the cross to give everyone the opportunity to
believe in Him and begin a new life in relationship with Him. I know some people say to read
the Old Testament before reading the New Testament but I have to disagree. I would read the
New Testament because when you do it will lead you to the Old Testament and then you can
understand in context on how the Old Testament points to Jesus.
In John 5:39-40 Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal
life. But the Scriptures point to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” There are
two reasons for me suggesting not to read the Old Testament first.
One, people are usually not interested in the Old Testament, because Jesus is the not the
reason and motivation. For that reason, they also get tired or uninterested in someone else’s
history and cultural background with no reason why they have to learn it or understand it.
Secondly, sometimes people become legalistic and the tendency is to hold people today
accountable to the Law and when that happens we tend to feel more condemned then free of
our sins. When Jesus came to earth He delt with his own people and religious leaders about
being legalistic especially putting the burden of the law on others while they themselves did not
obey it too.
In Jesus, we are offered grace for our sins. In the book of Galatians it says that we are no longer
under the Law but under the promise which is Christ Jesus. Another point to this is, if people
study Old Testament first and they past away without spending time working
on the relationship with Jesus because they were becoming more legalistic,
then they could jeopardize their eternal life. You see, eternal life starts the
day when people believe in Jesus. So shouldn’t we be investing ourselves
in others to help one another grow in Christ, understand Him, and follow
Him to the point we are pleasing our Father and glorifying Him by reaching
others with the gospel. Jesus is the real reason to read the Bible. I keep
mentioning to people about John 14:15 when Jesus said, “If you love me
you will obey me.” Just remember this, to obey Jesus is to love Jesus but
you must first get to know Him. I suggest reading the gospel books in the
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Read, To look for Jesus
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

New Testament first because it’s all about Jesus in the flesh. When your desire is Jesus you will
be pointed to Old Testament scripture but the difference now is it will be in context to see Jesus
in all of scripture in the Old Testament. I know people want to know about many things that are
going on in the world and their lives. Know this, when I say to look for Jesus you will
automatically find everything else about life. The Word of God is all about Jesus and the eternal
relationship you and I have with Him and with others. Don’t let it be about anything else, or else
you and I will just be religious and not in a relationship with the Lord. So I remind you again, read
to look for and deepen your relationship with Jesus.
					
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **					

You can participate and decorate
your trunk.
Please sign up at the back table.

For more information call Steffen @ 264-0397

Save the Date!

Operation Christmas Child 2018
!

Many boys and girls who receive shoebox gifts
also enroll in our follow-up discipleship
program, The Greatest Journey, Where they
learn to follow Christ and share Him with
others. It all starts with a simple gift. Will you
prayerfully consider joining us in this
ministry?
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a) Find a standard-size box
b) Fill and wrap (optional) shoebox
c) Pray for child who will receive your
shoebox. Include a note and a photo.
d) Include a $9.00 donation in shoebox
(checks written to Samaritanʻs Purse) OR
donate online to Follow Your Box
Boxes due back @ VIF
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Wednesday, November 14
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Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule

List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, misc.
Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms &
lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related
classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our
youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs and
sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events,
upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.

Today Oct 14 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Joanne R.
Oct 21 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
Oct 28 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Lauryn I, Rihanna V
Nov 4 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
			
Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of October 18-20
Team 2
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M,
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

You may contact the church office for more information at (
808) 244-0865

Volunteers Needed!

Week of October 25-27
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Join a team to be part of this vital ministry caring for our little ones (on a rotation basis)
during morning worship service.
For more information, contact Josie
or Steffen
VIF OFFICE @ 264-0397

Week of November 1-3
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*,
Jennifer R, Paul R

Coffee Bar Ministry

Week of November 8-10
Team 5
Carol Sn, Makanani C,
Josie Y*, Bautista Family

Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite dish to share

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.
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“Actually, I’ve never made that decision to let Christ into my life.” Shared Kylie on Tuesday as her and I (Rachael)
met up in the Student Union. It was a rainy, foggy day outside as we sat talking about eternal life. I met Kylie at our
beginning BBQ in August. Since then she had come hiking with us, I took her and 7 other girls camping two weekends ago, and she had come to a few of our Bible studies and weekly meetings. As I got to know her, Kylie shared
how she went to Broken Arrow, a Christian camp, a couple of years ago. She had heard that Jesus died for her sins
and how He offered her eternal life.
We were meeting for our second discipleship time and
I was explaining how eternal life begins on earth the
moment we put our faith in Jesus. I said, “It sounds
like you made that decision at Broken Arrow.” She
was silent for a few moments and then shared that she
actually had not. I was surprised but asked her what
she meant.
She said that she hadn’t made the decision at the camp
when others had, and now she felt like she didn’t
know enough Bible stories to be saved, even though
she understood that Jesus had died for her sins. I got to clarify that it’s not about how much we know, but rather
that if we believe in our hearts and confess that Jesus is Lord of our lives, then we are saved (Romans 10:9). Relief
crossed her face as she realized she could invite Christ into her life right then, she didn’t have to wait until she had
more Biblical knowledge. And she did, she prayed to receive Christ that afternoon!

In addition to Kylie, we have had the privilege of seeing another girl and two guys put their faith in Christ these
past couple of weeks, and we praise God! It’s a joy to work with the students this semester; both returning and new
students seem eager to follow the Lord.
A freshman, Sophie, is hosting the girls’ Bible study that I lead in her dorm room. She spent the last year in Mexico
with YWAM and has such a big heart for God. She is eager to share the hospitality that she found in Mexico with
the other girls that come to the Bible study, brewing them iced coffee and making them feel at home in her 10’x10’
dorm. She is also helping lead the music team at our weekly meeting with her amazing voice.
There are many others that are continuing to grow, and trust God and it is a privilege to be a part of their lives.
Last week we had our first retreat with about 18 Fort Lewis students. We’ve
also gotten to take students camping, overnight whitewater rafting, 4x4ing,
hiking, in addition to our weekly meeting, Bible studies, leadership meeting, and discipleship times. It has been a busy season, but we are grateful
for the growth God is bringing.
Please Pray for: the new believers to grow in their faith, endurance and
energy, the students to build relationships together (especially the guys),
my knee & shoulder to heal, Dakota’s upcoming hunting season.
Thank you, Rachael and Dakota
Copyright © 2018 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
MPM’s Mailing Address is:
PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Pastoral Care
NAMB seeks to come alongside pastors to help
strenghten their relationships with God. Their families,
their peers and their congregations. Pray for pastors
and their families to find a safe and confidential place
to discuss their needs and challenges through NAMBʻs
Pastoral Care Line partnership with Focus on the
Family at 1-844-PASTOR1.
Pray for the eqipping of our churchʻs kids, youth and 10
small groups. Pray for our worship team as they lead special
worship for young Korean adults in the New Orleans and
Baton Rouge areas.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Thai-Khorat of Thailand-(tie-koh-RAHT) - “Now*
did not know the strength and poison of the chemicals she
sprayed on her fields. Her husband had abandoned her,
and she was in charge of the farm. But as she developed
health problems, lost weight, and her hair thinned out, she
realized that her body had been poisoned. One of the ThaiKhorat believers knew her and thought that God was the
answer for her life, so we all went to visit Now at her
house. We visited her a couple of times, and she quietly
listened as we shared the gospel. We could see that she
was interested. The third time we visited Now, we could
see that her health had deteriorated even more. She was
lying down when we arrived at her house, but she got up
to receive us. She quietly listened as Amber* shared with
her. Amber asked if she would like to accept Jesus as her
Lord and Savior. Now said yes, and she prayed the prayer
of salvation with Amber. Praise the Lord! Pray for Now to
grow in her faith. Ask for her body to be healed, and pray
that she will grow stronger. Jesus is Now’s last hope.”
(*name changed)
*Rohingya of Myanmar and Bangladesh-(roh-HINGuh) - A gospel seed-sowing plan is being prepared for the
refugee camps. There are Christians in the camps who can
help with sowing the seed, but they are often ignored by
the other refugees. Please pray for a bold witness and for
open hearts to receive the Good News.
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PrayerConnect
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays

Greg Gibson
10 03 2018 | Washington, D.C.
Greg Gibson is the church planter/pastor of Veritas
City Church in Washington, D.C. Please pray for us as
we move forward with starting a new 501c3 non-profit
coffee house that provides transitional employment for
homeless men, women and teenagers.
Diana Anderson
10 03 2018 | Greenville, Ky.
Diana Anderson is a missionary serving in Kentucky
as the executive director of Pathway of Hope crisis
pregnancy center. We have just been blessed with the gift
of an ultrasound machine. At this time the machine has
to be upstairs; therefore, it is not handicapped accessible.
We believe that God would not provide such a blessing if
it were not be accessible to all who come into the office.
Please pray for us as we seek to sell our current building and look for the next place God has for us to go. We
are trusting and believing in God’s provision at just the
right time. Thank you for praying in agreement with me.

Evening Worship Service Notes
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

How Far Do We Go?
Matthew 16:24-27 NLT
I.

October 14, 2018
Valley Isle Fellowship
PM Service

Turning from self to the cross. (Matthew 16:24 NLT)
A. __________.
B. _____________ .
C. _________ .
D. ___________ .

II. Following Jesus and not anyone or anything else. (Matthew 16:24 NLT)
A. Following means to _________ .
B. Following means not to _________ .
C. Following means _________ Him and Him __________ .
III. Hanging on = to lose and to lose = to save. (Matthew 16:25-26 NLT)
A. Difference between _____________ and ____________ .
B. Hanging on to something _____________ could mean losing the ___________ .
IV. The Judge. (Matthew 16:27 NLT)
A. The ________ of ________ .
B. Coming with ______________ and __________ .
C. Coming to __________ .
1. We will face His ______________. (1 Peter 4:4 NLT)

2. Judging their ______________ and _____________ . (Genesis 6:5 NLT)
3. No escape from His _____________ . (Psalm 139:1-12 NLT)
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

October 2018

31 6:30 pm - Youth Night Cancelled
6:00-8:00 pm TRUNK O TREAT

14 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2

15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4

17 6:30 pm - Youth Night
19-20 HPBC Womens Retreat Puu Kahea
21 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

November 2018

5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry
9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Annual Meeting Listening Session

5

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

7

6:30 pm - Youth Night Cancelled
6:00-pm - TTWN-Dispicle-Making Church

11 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

22 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
24 6:30 pm - Youth Night
28 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
18 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School

29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Work On What You Know To Be True
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
John 9
I.

The __________ : (John 9:1-15 NLT)
A. Truth #1 – ________________ are real:
1. _____________ sin. – v.2
2.____________ ___________sin. – v.2
3. For__________ ___________ to be seen. – v. 3
B. Truth #2 – ____________ time to work:
1. You don’t have ____________ . – v. 4
2._________ and ___________ while you can. – v. 4
C. Truth #3 – __________ is the Light of the World:
1. Jesus’ _____________ __________ . – v. 5
2.____________ _______ His claim. – v. 6-7
3.__________________ evidence. v. 8-15
4. Jesus needs to be ______________ _______________ .

II. _______________ the Truth: (John 9:16-34 NLT)
A.____________ the Truth.
1. Scrutinized __________ . – v. 16
2. Scrutinize the ____________ . – v. 17
B.______________ the Truth.
1. ______________ from a different ________________. – v. 26
2. ________________ issues lead to ________________ . – v. 27-34
III. ____________ the standard of Truth: (John 9:35-41 NLT)
A. Gospel truth raises _______________ .
1. Jesus __________ the man. – v. 35
2. Jesus ___________ a choice. – v. 35-38
B. Gospel truth brings ___________ .
1. Light in _____________ . – v. 39
2. Shining on our ___________ . – v. 40-41
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