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Missing the OpportunityMissing the Opportunity
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Exodus 34: 14 (NLT) 14  You must worship no other 
gods, for the LORD, whose very 
name is Jealous, is a God who 
is jealous about his relationship 
with you.  God’s love for us is 
so all encompassing that He is 
jealous over us.  He despises our 
worship of other gods.  How great is His despise if we 
replace Him with ourselves.  When we attempt to take 
His place as God, we break His heart in a devastating 
way.
When we replace Him as God with anything or anyone 
else, we will definitely miss the opportunities that He 
places before us.  Opportunities that would allow 
us to be blessed as we are given the opportunity to 
bring glory and honor to Him.  Opportunities that are 
designed specifically for us to join Him in fulfilling 
His will.  These opportunities are actually privileges 
that He so graciously offers to us to participate in His 
great and holy will.
Valley Isle Fellowship and all of us individuals are 
being presented with many opportunities to bring glory 
and honor to Him.  He is present, even in the storms 
of life.  During COVID-19, we need to be looking 
for His leadership in advancing His Kingdom instead 
of retreating.  Advancing His love and grace rather 
than giving into the hatred, violence, and division that 
consumes our world.  Advancing His gospel to those 
without Him rather than securing our own comfort 
and pleasure.  He is King of all kings and desires that 
all men, everywhere would be saved.  He invites us to 

During my 1st year in college, I was in California and 
my brother Paul was in Arkansas.  For the Christmas 
holidays, both of us were fortunate enough to go 
home for Christmas.  I was scheduled to fly out of 
LAX and Paul was making 
his last transfer at LAX.  Paul 
decided to come and meet me at 
my gate to make sure that I was OK.  I was glad to 
see him and we were able to greet each other for a 
short time.  
Then, as he made his way back to his gate, he realized 
that he had lost his ticket.  Therefore, unknown to 
me, he began a frantic search for his ticket.  Just as 
he was going to give up, he heard his name being 

called over the PA system.  He 
rushed to the ticket counter 
where they informed him that 
his ticket was found on the 
floor, but since they were just 

about to close the gates, his seat had already been 
given up and the only seat that they had left was in 
1st class and also, his luggage claim tickets were 
missing.  Therefore, he would have to find a way to 
prove his ownership of his luggage in Honolulu.  Paul 
was greatly relieved because he was very fearful of 
missing his flight and being stuck in LAX without a 
ticket.
Fortunately, it turned out very good for Paul, but if 
we miss out on the opportunities that God offers to 
us, the results can be very tragic.  The only way to 
miss out on the opportunities that God offers is for us 
to say “NO” to Him.  Saying no to Him, might be the 
greater sin because we would be basically rejecting 
His Lordship in our lives.  Lordship would mean that 
Jesus is in control of all of our lives.  Therefore, for 
us to say “NO” to Him is really to reject His Lordship 
and to place ourselves in God’s position of Lord.  This 
is a very dangerous practice and position to be in.  

            (continued on next page)
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participate as His ambassadors in His mission of love and grace to a world that is dying.
I want to encourage all of you to seek Him.  Listen to His call to loving service.  VIF will be presenting 
to you opportunities that we believe are His desires to reach out to each other and 
to our community and world.  I urge you to pray instead of immediately saying no.  
Seek Him and see if He is calling you.  If He is calling you, seek His way and His 
resources to accomplish His will.  You might be in a mighty personal struggle and 
you might feel totally inadequate, but we have all seen that when He calls, He can 
handle our personal struggles and feelings of inadequacies so we can play a vital role in His Kingdom’s 
work.
All of this might sound quite mysterious to you and I have purposely made it so, because I would like for 
you to be listening to the voice of the Lord, not to my voice.  Listen to His loving call into His great and 
might work of love and grace.  God bless you all!!!
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Ladies of VIF . . .Ladies of VIF . . .
Itʻs not too late to  sign-up and join us to be a Itʻs not too late to  sign-up and join us to be a 

part of this virtual womenʻs retreat in-house here at VIF.  part of this virtual womenʻs retreat in-house here at VIF.  
Sign-up at the back table or contact Sign-up at the back table or contact 

Pam Edwards (446-4009) or the church office (244-0865). Pam Edwards (446-4009) or the church office (244-0865). 

Your Help Is Needed . . .Your Help Is Needed . . .

The need for childcare 
during our 10:30 service 

is growing.  
Teams are being formed 

to minister to our little ones.  
Sign-up at the back table 

to be a part of this 
vital ministry. 

Contact Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142) 

for more information.



Operation Christmas Child 2020 at VIFOperation Christmas Child 2020 at VIF
Due to our current pandemic situation, VIF is encouraging your 
continued participation of Samaritanʻs Purse Operation Christmas 
Child through their Build a Shoebox online. With just a few clicks, 
you can pack an Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift online to 
help share God’s love with a boy or girl in need around the world. 
Simply select toys and other fun items you’d like to include from 
their collection, and personalize your gift with your own letter and 
photo. They will pack the gift for you and send it on its way for a 
suggested donation of just $25.  Contact Clarice in the church office 
(244-0865) or Carol Sniffen (808)264-3081 for more information 
or for assistance getting online. 

Collection week is November 16-23

Announcements
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All Youth All Youth 
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .You are invited . . .

weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday nights 

6:30 p.m. 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Join us!!Join us!!
Monday nightsMonday nights 

6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.
For log-in information 
contact Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

You can support 
Valley Isle Fellowship 

at no extra cost 
when you shop at 

smile.amazon.comsmile.amazon.com?
How? Shop at

smile.amazon.comsmile.amazon.com 
and designate 

Valley Isle FellowshipValley Isle Fellowship 
as your charity to support! 

Same prices and products as the 
amazon.com site.



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• Yawo of Northern Mozambique (YAH-oo) - Pray for Steven* as he makes a move from the village to the city. He is a 
Mozambican brother who was disowned by his father when he told him of his new faith in Christ. Steven hopes to plant 
a church in the neighborhood to which he’s moving. Pray for boldness and grace to witness God’s Way to those around 
him. Pray for clarity of speech. Pray that God will prepare the hearts of those who will hear to repent and believe in 
the Lord Jesus. (*name changed)
• Karamojong of Uganda (CARE-ah-muh-jong) - The Karamojong people have endured many forms of emotional, 
mental, and physical heartache in their already difficult daily lives that are full of hardships. Last month, a team of 
missionaries in Uganda began a trauma healing training designed to help participants find freedom through Jesus. 
The participants have shared their stories in an accepting environment, found personal healing, developed a sense 
of purpose, and been able to multiply healing to other wounded hearts in their villages. This month, the team will 
wrap up their training. Pray that those who have now been trained will be courageous to go out and share this 
healing with others, resulting in new churches being planted.
* British of England - When Prime Minister Boris Johnson told the U.K. to return to the workplace after the 
lockdown, Pastor Gregg Morgan* said, “My job is to tell others about Jesus, so I’m going to do just that.” Pastor 
Gregg took a sound system and began to preach the gospel on the pedestrian main street of Dudley, England, 
close to Castlegate Church’s rented space. As Pastor Gregg and a young local evangelist declared the good news, 
church members and IMB representatives, Stan and Gay Littleford, circulated among listeners, initiating deeper 
conversations. When churches in England were able to resume services, Castlegate Church services were also 
moved outdoors to the pedestrian area to comply with the new official guidelines. Pastor Gregg, church members, 
and seekers showed up, and God Himself showed up in a powerful way! Last month, with services still outdoors, 
four new believers were baptized in the church “baptistry” (a mobile hot tub). When an overwhelming number of 
friends, family members, and supporters came to witness the baptisms, the local police came to help encourage 
social distancing measures. “This is a good thing you’re doing here,” the local constable said, “just keep them 
spread out.” Please pray for these new believers as they begin their faith journey by studying the basics of the 
Christian faith. Pray for other seekers who are investigating Christianity in Dudley. (*name changed)

- 4 -

“Pray for the discovery and development of indigenous leaders within the churches and church plants in Vancouver 
as we seek to develop 10 church planting churches throughout our region. Pray for us to send out the next generation 
of missionaries to share the hope of the gospel, resulting in the planting of new churches. -  Peter Blackaby, 
Vancouver Send City MissionarySend City Missionary

Vancouver, BC

22,687,505 people live in
metro Vancouver

1 SBC church for every
41,263 Vancouver residents



Can I Do It?
Exodus 3:1-6 & 4:1-20
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  The __________ . – Exodus 3:1-6 

 A.  _____________ the circumstances and timing.

 B.  The  _______________.

 C.  A  ___________ meeting.

II.  ______________. – Exodus 4:1-17 

 A.  Not what  ___________  believe.

 B.  What __________ believe.

III.   ___________. – Exodus 4:18-20 

 A. _______________ .

 B.  _________________ .

 

Notes:
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