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  Complicated Situations Made SimpleComplicated Situations Made Simple
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

We must all come to realize and obey the Lord whenever a We must all come to realize and obey the Lord whenever a 
complicated situation has the potential complicated situation has the potential 
to cripple us with confusion and fear.  to cripple us with confusion and fear.  
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)  55Trust in the Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart; do not LORD with all your heart; do not 
depend on your own understanding.  depend on your own understanding.  
66Seek His will in all you do, and He will Seek His will in all you do, and He will 
show you which path to take.show you which path to take.  This is   This is 
the key to these frightening situations.  the key to these frightening situations.  
Seek after the Lord and seek to be in Seek after the Lord and seek to be in 
His presence.  Seek Him and He will His presence.  Seek Him and He will 
arrange everything for you in order for arrange everything for you in order for 
you to be able to accomplish His will you to be able to accomplish His will 
and desire.and desire.

Don’t try to use your abilities to reason and wade through Don’t try to use your abilities to reason and wade through 
complicated scenarios, but rather use all of your efforts to complicated scenarios, but rather use all of your efforts to 
draw close to Jesus.  In Him is the answer, the comfort, and draw close to Jesus.  In Him is the answer, the comfort, and 
the power to accomplish all that He desires.  He is the way, the power to accomplish all that He desires.  He is the way, 
the truth, and the life.  No one can know God’s ways and the truth, and the life.  No one can know God’s ways and 
God’s power except through Jesus.  God’s power except through Jesus.  Proverbs 3:7 (NLT)Proverbs 3:7 (NLT)  
77Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom.  Instead, fear Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom.  Instead, fear 

the LORD and turn away from evil.the LORD and turn away from evil.    
God’s solutions are found in Jesus and God’s solutions are found in Jesus and 
not in our deductive reasoning skills.  not in our deductive reasoning skills.  
We don’t have to figure it all out.  We don’t have to figure it all out.  
We just need to draw close to Jesus.  We just need to draw close to Jesus.  
This may seem very simplistic, and it This may seem very simplistic, and it 
really is.  But we tend to make it very really is.  But we tend to make it very 
complicated by trying to figure out complicated by trying to figure out 
every twist and turn.  Sometimes we every twist and turn.  Sometimes we 

feel like we need to have backup plans for every complication feel like we need to have backup plans for every complication 
that may arise.  I would say to you that God’s way is very that may arise.  I would say to you that God’s way is very 

WWorryorry and fear can grip our lives to the point of being  and fear can grip our lives to the point of being 
crippled into inaction.  The more complicated the crippled into inaction.  The more complicated the 

situations may be, the more crippling it may get.  Confusion situations may be, the more crippling it may get.  Confusion 
can overload the best of can overload the best of 
our rational thoughts and our rational thoughts and 
evaluations.  It is during evaluations.  It is during 
times like this that evil times like this that evil 
can spread and dominate.  can spread and dominate.  
However, in fearful times However, in fearful times 
such as these, do not be such as these, do not be 
dismayed for the Lord our God is with us.  He is able to do dismayed for the Lord our God is with us.  He is able to do 
all things.all things.

John 19:11 (NLT)John 19:11 (NLT)  1111Then Jesus said, “You would have Then Jesus said, “You would have 
no power over me at all unless it were given to you from no power over me at all unless it were given to you from 
above.  So the one who handed me over to you has the above.  So the one who handed me over to you has the 
greater sin.” greater sin.”  Jesus said this during could have been one  Jesus said this during could have been one 
of the most humanly distressing times in His life.  He said of the most humanly distressing times in His life.  He said 
this to Pontus Pilate when He was arrested.  He was saying this to Pontus Pilate when He was arrested.  He was saying 
that even Pilate, who literally had the power of life or death that even Pilate, who literally had the power of life or death 
for Him, really didn’t have that power unless God would for Him, really didn’t have that power unless God would 
give him that power.  Jesus was confident in His Father and give him that power.  Jesus was confident in His Father and 
God and knew that Pilate could not do anything without His God and knew that Pilate could not do anything without His 
Father’s permission.Father’s permission.

When we get into complicated and distressing times, have When we get into complicated and distressing times, have 
the same confidence that Jesus had.  Have confidence in the same confidence that Jesus had.  Have confidence in 
knowing that God has you in His hands and that nothing knowing that God has you in His hands and that nothing 

can happen to you unless your Heavenly can happen to you unless your Heavenly 
Father allows it.  If He allows something Father allows it.  If He allows something 
distressing and even if He allows distressing and even if He allows 
something very painful to happen to you, something very painful to happen to you, 
He will give all that you need to rise above He will give all that you need to rise above 
it so that you can bring glory and honor it so that you can bring glory and honor 
to Jesus.  Sometimes, the distress comes to Jesus.  Sometimes, the distress comes 
about because of about because of governing authorities governing authorities 

who distress us by their mandates and who distress us by their mandates and corruption.  However, corruption.  However, 
remember remember Romans 13:1-2 (NLT)Romans 13:1-2 (NLT)  11Everyone must Everyone must 
submit to governing authorities.  For submit to governing authorities.  For all authority comes all authority comes 
from God, and those in positions from God, and those in positions of authority have of authority have 
been placed there by God.  been placed there by God.  22So anyone who rebels against So anyone who rebels against 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 
they will be punished.they will be punished.

(continued next page)
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simple.  Just trust in Him to let His ways to be revealed and just stick to His plans.simple.  Just trust in Him to let His ways to be revealed and just stick to His plans.

 Over the past weeks and months, I have heard several of you express concern over who the next pastor  Over the past weeks and months, I have heard several of you express concern over who the next pastor 
of VIF will be.  My counsel to you is to simply of VIF will be.  My counsel to you is to simply TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL OF YOUR TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL OF YOUR 
HEART AND DON’T LEAN ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDINGHEART AND DON’T LEAN ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING..  He knows what VIF needs   He knows what VIF needs 
and He is already working to provide.  Trust Him and your Pastor Search Team to do the work that He has and He is already working to provide.  Trust Him and your Pastor Search Team to do the work that He has 
placed before them.  We serve a Great and Mighty God who loves us more than you can ever imagine.  placed before them.  We serve a Great and Mighty God who loves us more than you can ever imagine.  
He will not fail us.   He will not fail us.   

Be calm and know that God is God Almighty.  One final word.  No matter how confusing and distressing the situations Be calm and know that God is God Almighty.  One final word.  No matter how confusing and distressing the situations 
of your life may be, do not allow the devil to use these situations to distract you from the Great Commandment and the of your life may be, do not allow the devil to use these situations to distract you from the Great Commandment and the 
Great Commission.  Always seek to be be true and faithful to Him.  He has you in the palm of His hands.  God bless Great Commission.  Always seek to be be true and faithful to Him.  He has you in the palm of His hands.  God bless 
and keep you all!!!and keep you all!!!

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

A 6-week Bible Study

Getting to Know the Holy SpiritGetting to Know the Holy Spirit
A Bible Study seeking knowledge 

of the Holy Spirit and why Jesus said 
it was so important for Him to leave.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and  self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23 NIVGalatians 5:22-23 NIV

Saturdays   3:30 - 5 p.m.Saturdays   3:30 - 5 p.m.

Sign-up at back tableSign-up at back table

Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009
for any questions and log-in information

Grades 6-12Grades 6-12
returns to in-personreturns to in-person

WednesdayWednesday
October 13October 13

7 p.m.7 p.m.
Contact

Wesley Kiaha 
(808) 281-4231

for more information

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Childcare Childcare 
and and 

Sunday SchooSunday School l 

8during 2nd service

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 

Steffen(808-264-0397) 
or Josie (808-264-8142)



The Pastor Search Committee 
is actively reviewing resumes and in need of your ardent 

and passionate prayers.

The prayer focus this month is taken from an article 
by Christina Fox written in 2019 

for Christian Living, The Gospel Coalition: 
WHAT TO PRAY FOR YOUR SEARCH COMMITTEE     

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  
1John 5:14 ESV

SPIRITUAL STRENGTH
Spiritual attacks can easily overwhelm a pastoral search. Before I started on 

the committee, previous members were adamant they didn’t want to serve on 
the committee. I assumed it was because of the time commitment. But I soon 
realized it had more to do with the spiritual attacks.  Pray for your committee 

to stand strong. Pray for them to seek Christ in the midst of the many 
distractions, challenges, and hardships they may face in their personal lives. 

Pray also for their families—Satan will often attack them as well. 
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6:12

Announcements
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The Valley Isle Fellowship Pastoral Search Committee is 
now prepared to begin receiving applications for Senior Pastor!  
If you want to encourage someone you know to apply, simply 
direct them to the VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP WEBSITE (vifmaui.com).  On the top bar they will see an 
“ABOUT US” tab, and if they hover over it, you can find the “Pastoral Leadership” tab in the drop down.  When 
you click there, a bio of Pastor Stephen will appear.  
At the bottom of the bio, there is an announcement of his retirement and a button              . W h e n 
they follow the prompts and instructions, they will then submit a complete application and be a part of the first phase 
of prayer and application review.  So, if God has laid a potential candidate’s name on your heart, please forward this 
application process to them, or direct them to the website. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at (808)281- 6551 or Don Booth at (808)495-
1628. Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s leading. 
We are better together!

  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Interested in becoming a church 
member of 

Valley Isle Fellowship?
  

  1.  Contact the Church Office at   
      244-0865 (or Clarice @ 808-463-  
      9981) for a Membership packet. 
  2. Once youʻve reviewed the    
      documents, set-up an    
      appointment (about 2 hours) to  
      meet with Pastor Stephen. 
  3.  Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-
       Laws Article 1: Authority, Section 
       I through VII.
  4.  Review and sign Registration 
       Card and Membership Covenant.



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Tokyo, Japan (TOH-kyoh) - Praise the Lord that during the Paralympics last month, the Tokyo Team members 
prayerwalked around the National Stadium, hosted a 5-minute English outreach at a train station, prayerwalked in a church’s 
neighborhood with the pastor, spent time interacting with Japanese on a walkway outside a train station, and passed out 
bags of evangelistic materials near a train station! Despite some rainy days, missionaries started new relationships and 
invited people to an upcoming event in a park. They also explained the gospel to people, using specially created Olympic 
trading pins. Continue to pray that people will write and ask for more information this month. God is working in Tokyo!
•Theological Education in Botswana - “Thank you for praying last month for the six seminary students who had 
committed to the Practicum in Ministry course,” writes the Theological Education Team. “Since you have been praying, 
there are now 11 students committed to the practicum experience. Praise the Lord for speaking to these students about 
making this commitment! Please pray for two of the practicum students who are striving to finish their certificate program by 
completing this ministry course. They are trying to persevere in their seminary learning, and it will be a big accomplishment 
for them to complete this last course that they need. To God be the glory!”
•Northern Iraqi Arabs of Iraq - Rama* comes to a women’s weekly gathering. She brings along her young daughters. 
Each week, Rama and her daughters are loved on and truth is displayed. She shared with the other women not long ago 
that in her heart, she is always sad. She and her husband fled their home because of terrorism and now live in a city far 
from the life they knew. Her family faces many challenges each day, but recently, they were notified that their home will 
be demolished soon. Now, they’re faced with trying to find a new home that they can afford. Pray that God will provide 
Rama and her family housing in a way that displays His goodness. Pray that, ultimately, they will come to know the saving 
knowledge of Jesus! (*name changed)
•Central Asian Peoples - Praise God that workers who have had to relocate to the United States for over a year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic are beginning to return to their countries of service! Praise God for His mercy and grace in working 
out everything logistically for these workers. Pray that those who are still waiting will have medical clearance, proper 
documentation, and mercy with government officials as they seek to travel overseas this month. Pray for God’s perfect 
timing to bring these workers to where they need to be, and pray for His patience and perseverance as they continue to wait.
•Hong Kong and Macau, China (ma-COW) - For the gospel message to go forward, it is imperative for believers to work 
together in a cohesive manner. Please pray for the local Baptist convention and the Baptist university to have substantial 
progress in cooperating with each other so that Jesus will be made known throughout Hong Kong and around the world.

WEST - Vast spiritual lostness describes just about the whole western region. Almost nine out of 10 residents in the West 
have no relationship with Christ. Pray for the urban Send City areas of the West. Pray for the lost in the very religious areas 
like Salt Lake City. When you are in a secular place, it is easy to see the need for the gospel, but when religion is all around, 
lostness is well camouflaged. Pray for the more rural areas like Hawaii--paradise needs partners, too.
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52 Sundays52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through 

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today in our prayer time we’re going to a country in Eastern Europe and pray for two of our 
missionaries we’ll call Mark and Annie.

Most people in the country identify as Orthodox Christians, though for most that’s an identity label, 
not a faith.

Mark and Annie went to reach the many Muslims who live in a border town.

Our church helped send them there and supports them through our Cooperative Program giving.

Mark and Annie asked God for an inroad — one believer who could help them. At last they met a 
believer we’ll call Natalia, who teaches English at a school — she is the only follower of Christ on 
the staff.

Natalia became their ministry partner. One of the biggest events was a presentation on Christmas 
in the gym of Natalia’s school that Mark and Annie arranged.

Some feared the Muslims would be offended, but that did not happen. The event was a success.

Reaching Muslims for Christ will be a hard task, but Mark and Annie are encouraged by having a 
faithful partner.

Let’s pray now for Mark and Annie and ask God to help them reach many for Christ. And let’s pray 
too for Natalia.
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10    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
      12:30 pm   Trustees Meeting
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

11    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

13    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #7

14  Registration Deadline Extended - HPBC Womenʻs  
 Event - Gather In Love

16    3:30 pm Womenʻs Ministry - NO session

17    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

18    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

20    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #8

22    5:00-7:00 pm  HPBC Womenʻs Event -  Gather In  
                        Love
23  10:00 am MCBA Annual Meeting - online
        3:30 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know   
                            the Holy Spirit” - Session #5

24    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

25    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

27    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person

30    3:30 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know   
                            the Holy Spirit” - Session #6

31    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Childcare/Sunday School 
for infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

October 2021October 2021
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I.  The ________ decision. – Numbers 13:7-10

 A.  Mixed __________ . 

 B.  Fear _________________ the good. 

 C.  Fear ___________ and _____________ perception. 

 D.  Out of step with the Lord yields _________  _______________ . 

II.  ________________ according to you. – Numbers 14:40-45

 A.  _________ and ________________ the sin.

 B.  Did not seek the _________ and His ________________ .

 C.  Reacted in their own ________________ .

 D.  Paid the consequences for their ____________  _________________ .

III.  _______________ even through bad decisions.

 A.  End of Chapter 14 – _________ into the wilderness for  _____ years.

 B.  Many __________ , including Numbers 16:35 – Korah’s Rebellion.

 C.  ________________ takes place.

 D.  Moses and the rest of the leaders _____________ with Israel.

Notes:
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