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Through the Eyes of JesusThrough the Eyes of Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

world validates and emphasizes all that is written in 
the Word.  This causes me to look upon Jesus with 
gratitude and honor.
I also see in Jesus steadfast conviction.  No matter 
who or how great a worldly authority might have 
stood in opposition to Him, He was steadfast in His 
convictions.  He could not be swayed or shaken.  
His convictions came from His Heavenly Father 
and He knew them so intimately that He was able to 
articulate them to all who surrounded Him.  He used 
illustrations and analogies that His audience could 
readily understand and remember.  For many, they did 
not fully understand all that He was trying to teach, 
until He rose from the grave.  As I study and see His 
steadfast conviction, His convictions are becoming 
my convictions.
I also see Jesus’ focused purpose.  He knew that He 

came to die for the sins of all.  
Therefore, He came to seek and to 
save those who were lost.  Those 
who were facing an eternity in 
Hell because they did not yet 
come to accept Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior.  His whole life 

was centered around seeking the lost and mentoring 
those who would continue the mission of seeking the 
lost.  In seeking for His disciples, He went to those He 
had chosen in their home turf.  He went to them while 
they were fishing, while they were collecting taxes, 
and told them to follow Him.  His purpose was so 
focused on that even after His resurrection and before 

As Christians, you and I see things differently from 
the rest of the world.  This 
is because our vision has 
been greatly affected by 
the lenses that we have 
willfully put on.  When 
we gave our lives to Jesus, 
we were saying that we 
would love Him with all 

of our heart, mind, and soul.  Therefore, we should 
see things His way.  Think through situations with 
His mind.  Feel things with His heart. And finally, 
desire things that would bring glory and honor to 
Him.  When Jesus comes into our lives to be our 
Lord, Master, and Savior, He is the one who takes 
control of all that we are and all that we have.
However, unlike our physical natures, the older and 
more mature we get, the sharper and more focused 
our vision gets.  Today, with my old physical eyes, I 
am having greater and greater difficulties in reading 
and seeing things that surround me.  This is not true 
with my spiritual eyes.  The longer I study about and 
fellowship with Jesus, the clearer I see Him and His 
ways.  I used to see a lot of grey in scripture, but 
now as I have matured in my knowledge and love of 
Jesus, I see the vast majority of scripture as simply 
black and white.  
I see Jesus in gratitude as I see the beauty that 
surrounds and permeates Him.  To read about His 
love, compassion, grace, mercy, and forgiveness 
causes me to be humbled in gratitude when I see 
all of these characteristics 
displayed in day to day life 
in all parts of our community 
and world.  To see His love, 
compassion, grace, mercy, 
and forgiveness in our 
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His ascension, He was focused on reminding and commissioning His followers to continue to seek and to 
save those who were lost.  His focus on His purpose is a constant reminder to me that I need to accept and 
apply His purpose to be my purpose.  
I also see in Jesus a constant and persistent display of moral values.  His life displayed morality of the 
highest level!  He treasured and valued all people, no matter what their economic, cultural, and even no 
matter what their spiritual backgrounds and situations may have been.  He honored and respected them, 
but did not agree with the sins in their lives and continued to seek to 
bring them to salvation.  His moral values went beyond this world, 
because He knew that He was the way, the truth, and the life.  He went 
on to say that no one comes to the Father except through Him.  He 
was stating the greatest and highest moral value of ALL!  The earthly 
welfare of all people is important and very honorable.  However, the 
spiritual welfare of all people is immensely more important and of the highest honor because it deals with 
the eternal welfare of everyone.  His moral values that dealsThr with our welfare both here on earth and 
especially eternity have become my moral values.
His ways are higher than our ways, so our ways need to change to His ways.  God bless you all as you 
become more and more like Him.

*   *   *   *   *
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Operation Christmas Child 2020 at VIFOperation Christmas Child 2020 at VIF
Due to our current pandemic situation, VIF is encouraging your 
continued participation of Samaritanʻs Purse Operation Christmas 
Child through their Build a Shoebox online. With just a few clicks, 
you can pack an Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift online to 
help share God’s love with a boy or girl in need around the world. 
Simply select toys and other fun items you’d like to include from 
their collection, and personalize your gift with your own letter and 
photo. They will pack the gift for you and send it on its way for a 
suggested donation of just $25.  Contact Clarice in the church office 
(244-0865) or Carol Sniffen (808)264-3081 for more information 
or for assistance getting online. 

Collection week is November 16-23

Join us!!Join us!!
Monday nightsMonday nights 

6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.
For log-in information 
contact Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100
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The Sue Nishikawa Offering for Hawaii Pacific MissionsThe Sue Nishikawa Offering for Hawaii Pacific Missions 
supports the missions and ministries of 

Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention churches. 
Every single dollar you give helps advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

in Hawaii, the Pacific, and Asia. 
Thank you for your faithful commitment and prayers.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Sue Nishikawa Offering 
for Hawaii Pacific Missions

Hawaii Pacific GoalHawaii Pacific Goal:
$130,000

VIF Giving-to-date:VIF Giving-to-date:
$410.00

All Youth All Youth 
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

You are invited . . .You are invited . . .

weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday nights 

6:30 p.m. 
on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Ladies of VIF . . .Ladies of VIF . . .
Join us to be a part of this virtual womenʻs retreat in-house here at VIF.  Join us to be a part of this virtual womenʻs retreat in-house here at VIF.  

Sign-up at the back table or contact the church office (244-0865). Sign-up at the back table or contact the church office (244-0865). 
Last day to register is Last day to register is Wed., 10/7Wed., 10/7. . 

Please note, if you prefer to participate in the Please note, if you prefer to participate in the 
safety and comforts of your home you maysafety and comforts of your home you may
register at register at hpbaptist.net/2020womenhpbaptist.net/2020women..



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• A missionary in Oaxaca, Mexico writes: “The local Bible leader and his family continue to be strong, even though 
some people in the village want us to leave. I traveled several hours through almost impassable mud and water, and the 
next morning the Bible leader told me some neighbors tried to sell us poisoned bread for breakfast. Later, we relaxed as 
the Bible leader’s wife fixed us ‘chicatanas,’ which are giant ants. We fry them, squirt a little lemon juice on them, and 
then sprinkle with chile powder. As we were ‘chowing down’ on the ants, he looks over at me, laughs and says, ‘Wow! 
You eat the whole thing! I usually pull off the head because it gets caught in my throat.’” Ask God to grant missionaries 
good health as they demonstrate the love of Jesus to their people groups. Praise God for a sense of humor—serving the 
Lord is always serious business—but it can be filled with laughter.
• Traditionally, the Fulakunda are herdsmen throughout western and central Africa. Their roots grow from the Fulani 
people, who intermarried with another people group in Senegal. Over time, their descendants became known as the 
Fulakunda. The nearly 2 million Fulakunda people are overwhelmingly Muslim, holding steadfast to their beliefs and 
traditions. They are also very hospitable and enjoy sharing a local tea with visitors. The tea takes time to make and is 
served in rounds. The first round is very bitter (even with sugar), the second round less bitter, and the final round is very 
sweet. The tea ceremony symbolizes relationships, as the different rounds of the tea service — like relationships — 
grow sweeter with time. Like the third round of tea, pray that the Fulakunda will find God’s Word sweet and will turn 
from false teachings. Intercede for nonliterate Fulakunda to hear the Word through oral scriptures and to come to faith 
in Christ. Pray that Fulakunda believers will be discipled well and will become disciple-makers.
• “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth,” (Acts 1:8, ESV). Every Christian has a testimony of 
God’s saving grace in their lives, and it is a joy to share that witness with others. Missionaries have said “yes” to God’s 
invitation to spread that good news across the globe. For 175 years, God has worked through IMB missionaries to reach 
unengaged people groups and disciple new believers. In the linked video, David Brady said, “We are not called to horde 
the gospel but to herald it far and wide. We are not called to stockpile the gospel but to send it forth to those in darkness 
that they may see the light of Jesus Christ and live!” Intercede for missionaries to be filled with the Spirit and to declare 
their faith with boldness. Pray for missionary teams to grow in unity so that, by their love, the people they serve will 
know that the believers are Christ’s disciples. Take time today to share your gospel witness with a friend.
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“Our prayer request is that God will continue to raise planters from the harvest for the harvest. Pray that God will 
raise up planters from our urban, suburban, rural, ethnic and business environments to plant more churches.” -  
Dean Fulks, Columbus Send City Missionary

Columbus, OH

2,246,520 people live in
metro Columbus

77.6% of the population 
is estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
15,077 Columbus residents
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I.  In times of distress, God _____________ to men. – Ezekiel 22:23-29

 A.  Sin brings _______________.

 B.  Sin originates in ______________, not ____________________.

 C.  Sinfulness in ______________ is devastating.

 D.  Sin blurs the distinction what is ___________ and what is __________.

II.  In times of distress, God _______________ for men. – Ezekiel 22:30 

 A.  God searches for a __________.

 B.  God searches for a man to ______________ the wall of righteousness.

 C.  God searches for a man to ____________ in the gap.

 D.  But _________ one was found.

III.  In times of distress, God ____________  _____________ to men. – Ezekiel 22:31 

 A.  On the wrong side, there is ___________.

 B.  On the wrong side, there is ____________  ____________.

 C.  The full penalty of sins is _______________.

 D.  God deals with ________ before __________________. – 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Notes:
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