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Informational Highway or The Pathway of Investing?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“For when we brought you the Good News, it was not 
only with words but also with power, for the Holy Spir-
it gave you full assurance that what we said was true. 
And you know of our concern for you from the way we 
lived when we were with you. So you received the mes-
sage with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe 
suffering it brought you. In this way, you imitated both 
us and the Lord.” “So encourage each other and build 

each other up, just as you are already doing.”
1 Thessalonians 1:5-6,5:11 NLT.

The Apostle Paul’s life purpose was to share the Good 
News. It was commissioned to him by Jesus himself. Most 
of the books in the New Testament are letters written to 
the churches that Paul had a part in them coming togeth-

er. Now I wonder if Christians today 
think that all Paul did was write these 
letters to the churches as the only way 
he encouraged them to know, love 
and obey the Lord?

Today, we easily have information 
available to us at our fingertips. Back in the day, if you 
wanted to get information, your biggest resource available 
was going to the public library. You couldn’t call anyone 
on a cell phone. Or hope by some chance, there is a confer-
ence you could attend to get more information on a topic 
you are concern about.

Today, it’s different. We have the internet and that gives us 
access to so much information. Whatever information you 
want to know you can get on the internet.

Let me give you a warning, not all information on the inter-
net is correct, accurate or even true. You can put anything 
on the internet and you can get anything off the internet 
like positive or negative stories, dark lifestyles, joyful liv-
ing and instructional video procedures on how to fix or 
build things. We call this today the informational highway 
because there is so much you can get and it’s endless to 
what you can find. 

I share this with you to tell you the Apostle Paul never 
intended to just feed the church with information, or just 
to write a letter to encourage believers. 

In the book of 1 Thessalonians especially in the verses 
above, he had already invested himself in the people. What 
we can see in what was written is Paul spending his time 
encouraging people with his life. In the ending of verse 6 
Paul says to the church, “...In this way you imitated both 
us and the Lord.”

Read all the verses again and you will see that Paul spent 
time with them to show them how to live out this new life 
with Jesus. Paul didn’t give believers information on what 
to do, as much as he showed them how to do it. What Paul 
did was building a pathway of investing. Paul said that the 
church was imitating both himself and Jesus. What Paul 
was doing with the church, Jesus did with His disciples. 
The Lord invested Himself in them, and that made all the 
difference in the world, literally!

The church today is commissioned by Jesus to personally 
invest ourselves in others. To impact the world tomorrow 
is by investing ourselves in others today. Are we invest-
ing ourselves today, or are we just 
sharing information hoping people 
will follow through with what they 
read or heard about? I hope and 
pray that you and I will allow the 
Lord to use us to invest in others 
today that will make a world of 
difference tomorrow. 
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Be in the know!  Join our 
text alerts . . .

To receive messages via text on your cell phone:

A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. 
On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web 

browser and go to rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for 

Remind.  You’ll be prompted to download the 
mobile app.

B) If you don’t have a smartphone, get text 
notifications.

Text the message @mrvif 
to the number 81010 or (808)670-3442.

C) Give your cell number to the office and 
request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.

For more information or help call the Church Office @
244-0865.

Friday, February 2, 2018
5:00 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ (808)280-2690

The Maui Police Department (MPD) is offering a spe-
cial class on Tuesday, January 30, 2018, from 9am till 
11am at the Valley Isle Fellowship.  

MPD will be sharing about its EPIC (Emergency 
Preparedness Increasing our Community Awareness) 
program.  We will be sharing how MPD will respond 
to an  Active Shooter situation.  There will also be a 
presentation on what to do in such an event.  Sign up 
today!



Two-Thirds World January Newsletter
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Mission to 2018 Winter Olympics
The XXIII Winter Olympic Games are coming to South Korea 
in February. In partnership with the International Baptist Church 
of Manila and the Asia Pacific Mission Institute, TTWN will 
co-sponsor a team of 30 people who will be volunteering on the 
Olympic site, February 9-24.

Here’s what we will do
Partnering with a local church in 
PyeongChang, we will create a free 
Korean Culture Adventure. The 
church is located within a 10-minute 
walk from the main Olympic stadium. 
People will be invited to come to the 
Korean Cultural Adventure, where 
they will enjoy sounds, sights, tastes 
and textures of Korean culture.

The Adventure
Participants will learn how to cre-
ate Korean caligraphy. They will be 
able to brew and taste tea to drink 
along with the Korean cuisine that 
they helped cook. And they will 
learn more about Korean culture, 
including her history, arts, music and 
dance.

Please pray …

that as we engage people from around the world to experience 
Korean culture, they will be willing to hear about God’s culture — how 
much He loves them and desires to connect with them in a passion, inti-
mate, love relationship. 

that all of our volunteers will arrive safely and remain healthy during the 
mission.

that God will provide all the resources we need to complete the mission.

that the seeds of the Gospel will flourish and produce fruit.

You Can Donate to the Mission-twothirdsworld.com
For More information please contact Vince Bagoyo at 357-3842 

or email bagoyofam@hawiaii.rr.com 



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  Feb 1-3
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  Feb 8-10
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Feb 15-17
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S

Week of  Feb 22-24
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, Stephen K*, 
Priscilla T, Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Jan 28 Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, Jaydee G, 
     Jules G
  Feb 4 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O
 Feb 11 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
 Feb 18 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
     Lauryn I

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Last Frontier - “Join us in praising God for a couple who re-
cently became a part of God’s family! In addition to this great 
news, let’s thank him for reuniting their marriage. Pray for these 
new believers to grow spiritually and produce a lot of fruit, in-
cluding sharing the gospel with people they know and those they 
encounter.”

*Fukuoka, Japan: (foo-koo-OH-kah) - A young Japanese sem-
inary student will graduate in the spring and take over the pas-
torate at a church where the 81-year-old pastor is retiring. This 
student got married this past year and brought his new wife more 
than halfway across the country to the city where both the semi-
nary and their future church are located. His wife will need to 
work to help them make ends meet. She is a professional nurse 
and midwife, but she is having trouble finding a hospital that 
will hire her and allow her to have Sundays off to be at church. 
Please lift up this young couple who have a passion for the lost 
and want to devote their lives to the Lord’s ministry. Pray that 
they will not become discouraged. Ask the Lord to provide for 
all of their financial needs, and pray that he will arrange the per-
fect job for this child of God where she can be a light to her 
coworkers and patients.

*Ngoni of Tanzania: (n-GO-knee) - Please pray for the small 
group of believers in the village of Mlilayoyo. They have been 
learning how to share their faith. They are slowly trying, but 
they still need boldness and courage. Most of the people who 
live in this area consider themselves to be Roman Catholic, and 
many are involved in African traditional religion. Ask the Lord 
to help these believers to continue to take steps of faith to speak 
to their friends and neighbors and relatives.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray for a strong leadership team and that God will provide a 
building for our church in the near future.

Chicago, IL
“Pray that the Lord would raise up “everyday missionaries” 
in Chicago to saturate every place and people group with 
the gospel.”

8,790,442 people live in metro Chicago
42% are unaffiliated with any religious body

9.1% are affilliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 31,620 Chicago residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Amanda Burgos
700 West St.
White Hall, AR 71602
amandaburgos1@gmail.com
Amanda Burgos is a community chaplain serving in Arkansas. I 
have been teaching English to Chinese students for several years. 
The students I have been teaching also come to an English/Chinese 
Bible study. I will be starting a new class of Chinese students on 
January 23. Please pray that they will be receptive to learning the 
Bible as well as English.

Clark and Valerie Rumfelt
4460 Henderson Rd.
Byram, MS 39272
valerierumfelt@att.net
https://www.buriedtreasureshome.com/
Clark and Valerie Rumfelt are missionaries serving in Mississippi 
as executive directors of Buried Treasures Home, which is a min-
istry to women who have been incarcerated. We lost our assistants 
in ministry during the Christmas season through circumstances that 
couldn’t be helped. They are a big help to us. Pray for us and that 
the volunteers coming in will provide stability and structure. Pray 
that two new ladies coming to the home will feel secure even with 
the change in staff. Pray the ladies that reside here already will face 
this challenge with Christlikeness. We will have 10 ladies. Pray 
also for the assistants as they both are going into some unknown 
circumstances for this time. Pray the Lord will perform wonders for 
their eyes to see that relate directly to their special circumstance. 
Pray for consistent prayerwalkers for our ministry.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    January 2018
    28 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                           - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     31  6:30 pm - Youth Night

  February 2018
     2 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry
     4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   11 9:00 am - Worship Service 

           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   18 9:00 am - Worship Service  
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    19 Presidents Day - office CLOSED
 Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
    21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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The Church Is?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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I.    The _________ of Christ.

       - There is a _________.

II.   Filled with the _________ ___________.

       - There is a ________ _________ .

III.  God’s ________________ .

       - Called to do _________ __________.

Notes:


