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Consuming Love
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

2018, is love in the air?  My prayer is that overwhelming 
and all consuming love for Jesus Christ will flood over all 

of us.  The false alarm that we all expe-
rienced, just a week ago, should cause us 
all to realize that Jesus Christ is our only 
hope in a world that is warped by evil, 
violence, and corruption.  Another con-
cern that has arisen is the question, whom 

can I trust?  In one newscast that I heard, the story of the boy 
who cried “wolf” came up once too many times. This report 
had the impact of questioning whether you can even trust 
these alerts that may come.  My question through all of the 
reporting has been which report or reporter can you trust?  
What are the biases of reporter and the one being reported 
on?  Is partisanship and protecting one’s reputation factors 
on whether reporting may be slanted?  All of these questions 
causes us to ask whom can we trust?

A bigger question is who can we depend on?  If a nucle-
ar missile was to really be launched at Hawaii from North 
Korea, reports have said that it would only take 20 minutes 
for a missile to go from launch to impact.  It would take the 
first 5 minutes after the launch to determine where it was 
headed.  Then once Hawaii was determined to be the target, 
the alert would be given.  We would then have up to 15 min-
utes before impact.  Many are reporting that because it has 
been decades since the “cold war,” there are no functional 
“fall out shelters.”  Therefore, with no fall out shelters, what 
can you do to protect yourselves in 15 minutes?

Emergency Management officials tell us that we should have 
at least a 14-day stock of supplies (food, water, medicine, 
etc...all the essentials that you would need to survive).  When 
the alert is given, you are to immediately seek shelter in a 
building.  If you are home, stay there, and get away from the 
windows.  If you are shopping, in school, or at work, then 
shelter there and get away from the windows.  If you are out-
side, get into the nearest building and shelter there.  

In my life, I feel very insecure with all that I have just shared.  
If my physical, earthly life and my physical survival was my 
highest priority, then honestly, I would have to say that I 
would be in utter fear.  If a nuclear missile could not be taken 
out and impact was imminent, then I would have no hope.

I have no faith in any of these security measures for my sur-
vival.  I don’t believe that these measures will protect me in 
the initial blast and the possible weeks of radioactive fall out 
that might follow.

Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, my only hope and 
your only hope is in Jesus Christ.  He is the only one that will 
be able to save us!  Our physical survival is not what is most 
important.  Our eternal salvation and survival is critically 
important!!!  It is vitally important that all of us be prepared 
as if this was the last day of our lives.  The only way that 
we can be prepared is that we have to come to the point of 
having an all-consuming love for Jesus Christ.  We need to 
prepare by storing up our treasures in Heaven.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) 19  “Don’t store up treasures here 
on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20  Store your treasures in 
heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21  Wherever your treasure is, there 
the desires of your heart will also be. 

A consuming love for Jesus Christ is the 
way to store up your treasures in Heaven.  
Jesus becomes the highest priority and 
bringing honor and glory to Him becomes 
your consuming desire.  Your dreams and desires begin to 
fade as your whole life becomes realigned to lifting up Jesus 
so that all men can come to Jesus Christ.  Your being blessed 
loses its importance to being a blessing unto Jesus.  Being a 
blessing becomes a life-style that brings glory and honor to 
our Lord.  Being a blessing also brings many blessings to us.  
This kind of blessing is a blessing above all blessings and 
the kind of life  that I am praying that we will all move into  
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individually and collectively. I am praying that this kind of consuming love will develop in all of us a life of grace 
and mercy.  Having all of our lives characterized by the love of Jesus and filled with His grace and mercy will turn 
us into effective and worthwhile servants of Jesus.  If all of us in Valley Isle Fellowship were to apply this kind of 
life-style consistently, we would be a mighty army of our Lord.  We would not be like the armies of this world, but 
we would be the Lord’s army.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (KJV) 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4  (For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5  Casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ; 6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience 
is fulfilled.

I am looking forward to traveling down this road towards an “all consuming love” for Jesus with all of you.  2018 
can be a pivotal year in our walk with Jesus as individuals and as a church.  God bless you all as you seek to love 
Him more and more.
      ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Friday, February 2, 2018
5:00 p.m.

For more information contact 
Shanley @ (808)280-2690



God s̒ Power Works Best in My Weakness
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
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“When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you 
God’s secret plan. For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one 
who was crucified.” “I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. And my message and my preaching were 
very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did 

this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NLT

Many Christians both young and old in the faith have said that they can’t share Jesus with people.  I don’t have the 
skills or I’m just not called to tell people about the Lord. I know I’ve used that in the past and maybe you were one 
of them yourselves. Some of you are still saying it today. Can I be honest and say that is not true, because of what 
the Apostle Paul said in the scripture passage. 

What Paul revealed is the way he is able to speak and be bold enough to tell people about Jesus, was not in how 
clever he could present a speech, or how he could trust in his intellect or education as we would say it today. 

The way that he could do all the things for the Lord was in trusting in Jesus, period! He did it on purpose for the 
very reason as Paul said, “Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.” Paul pointed out the source that 
gives him the strength and boldness to preach the gospel, it was the Holy Spirit. 

I can go on and on about this but let me make it short and get to the point. If you and I have a relationship with Jesus, 
then we also received the Holy Spirit. The way you and I can continue to build our relationship with Jesus is only 
through the Holy Spirit, and the only way we can tell people about Jesus is only by the Holy Spirit. When we know 
Jesus and Jesus knows us, then He will lead us to tell others about Him, and we would rejoice at the opportunity to 
speak of Him. Our relationship with the Lord does not give us the option to talk about Jesus but truly give us the 
power to willingly tell others about Him in the midst of our fears and weaknesses. 

Like Paul, one of the ways we can know if we are leaning on the Holy Spirit is to live for the Lord, and how bold 
we are in telling people about Him. If you want to feel and have the power of God, then we need to trust and follow 
the Holy Spirit. And when we do, then we can be a testimony to others in saying, “God’s power works best in my 
weaknesses.” 

I would encourage you to do a word search on the Holy Spirit, and read the many scriptures that the Holy Spirit does 
on behalf of the Lord and through us for the glory of the Father above. 



BCCM December Newsletter
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Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  Jan 25-27
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K

Week of  Feb 1-3
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  Feb 8-10
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Jan 25-27
Team 3

Mickie A.*, Ann M., Carol S.,Phyllis N.,
Ken S.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Jan 21 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
   Lauryn I 
  Jan 28 Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, JaydeeG, 
     Jules G
  Feb 4 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O
  Feb 11 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

Sub-Saharan African Peoples
The political climate in most African countries is an unpredictable 
one that causes fear, tension, and a lack of peace. The country of 
Liberia is not immune to this unpredictability and has been going 
through some political challenges recently. Pray for the believers 
in Liberia to be a light in the midst of darkness and to bring eternal 
hope and peace to the millions who are lost, scared, and searching 
for hope and peace where true hope and peace cannot be found.

Buenos Aires, Argentina: (BWAY-noce AHY-rehs) - 
Pray for a growing church plant in the bustling city of Buenos Ai-
res called Amor Sin Limites (Love Without Limits). The church is 
located near the downtown area. A significant part of the congrega-
tion is made up of young professionals, one of the most unreached 
population segments in the city. Pray that this church will continue 
to grow and that new leaders will continue to step up and serve.

Theological Education in Kenya
In December, 38 men and women graduated from Kenya Baptist 
Theological College with a diploma in Education, Music, Counsel-
ing, Missions, or Theology. Will you pray for these newly trained 
Bible teachers, church musicians, counselors, home and interna-
tional missionaries, and pastors as they fulfill the commission they 
received as they accepted the seminary’s gift of a towel--a special 
reminder to be a servant? Please lift them up as they return to their 
churches and communities better equipped to make disciples and 
multiply churches among unreached peoples and places for the 
glory of God.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

SBC Chaplaincy Spotlight:
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Please pray for professions of faith, for Godʻs favor, protec-
tion and provision.  Also pray for volunteers who are certi-
fied to teach English as a Second Language (ESL)

Send Relief
A growing trend in evangelical circles is the emphasis on being 
socially conscious, which includes caring for the weak and vaul-
nerable. This trend, however, is nothing new. The Bible is clear: 
God cares about human suffering and calls His people to do the 
same. God wants His people to care for the weak and vunerable 
around them-to be compassionate and merciful to those who are 
weary and heavy laden. Working in your community by meeting 
tangible needs creates a great opportunity to spread the gospel 
where you live.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Darrell McCain
99-651 Kaulainahee Pl.
Aiea, HI 96701
darrellmccain@gmail.com
Darrell McCain is a missionary serving as director of disaster relief 
ministries through the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention. Aloha! 
Thank you for praying for Teresa and me. Please continue to pray for 
Teresa as she is recovering from knee replacement surgery. Pray for 
her as she works with the women of Hawaii and the Pacific. Pray for 
women mentoring younger women and our WMU. Pray for our islands 
as we have not had a major disaster recently, and we tend to become 
complacent. Pray for our convention as we struggle with a small staff 
to help our churches with disaster relief training, reaching the lost and 
supporting our churches with encouragement..



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    January 2018
    21 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    22 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    24 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    28 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                           - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     31  6:30 pm - Youth Night

  February 2018
     2 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry
     4 9:00 am - Worship Service 

           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:30 pm - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     16 6:00 pm - Sweet Life Cafe
    18 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    19 Presidents Day - office CLOSED
 Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
    21 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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The Turning Point Decision?
1 Samuel 2-8

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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I.    _______________ to the decision.

      A. The people ___________ Samuel. – 1 Samuel 2:23-24
          1. ________________

          2. ________________

          3. ________________

      B. They knew the _________ ____ ____ ________ was on Samuel. – 1 Samuel 3:19-20
      C. They ______________ on the things of the Lord, not the Lord. – 1 Samuel 4:5
      D. _____________ for a long time. – 1 Samuel 7:2
      E. ______________ the Lord. – 1 Samuel 7:3-4
 1. ___________

 2. ___________

 3. ___________

II.   The _____________. – 1 Samuel 7:5-14
      A. _____________

      B. _____________

      C. _____________

      D. _____________

      E. _____________

III.  End up ______________ the Lord God Almighty.

      A. Samuel’s sons are ____________ – 1 Samuel 8:1-3
      B. People ___________ Samuel’s sons. – 1 Samuel 8:4-5
      C. They want a ___________.

      D. They ___________ the Lord. – 1 Samuel 8:6-8


