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Go to the Garden of GethsemaneGo to the Garden of Gethsemane
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

grief and despair to the Father, but He did it with loving grief and despair to the Father, but He did it with loving 
humility, not in self-righteous and unbridled demands.  humility, not in self-righteous and unbridled demands.  
Matthew 26:39b (NLT)Matthew 26:39b (NLT)  39b39b “My Father!  If it is possible,  “My Father!  If it is possible, 
let this cup of suffering be taken away from Me.  Yet I want let this cup of suffering be taken away from Me.  Yet I want 
your will to be done, not mine.”your will to be done, not mine.”
 5. His love, respect, and allegiance was submissive.   5. His love, respect, and allegiance was submissive.  
Yes, He pleaded His case to the Father three times, but as He Yes, He pleaded His case to the Father three times, but as He 
fully expressed His desire over His grief, He fully submitted fully expressed His desire over His grief, He fully submitted 
to His Father’s will rather than to His own.  With love and to His Father’s will rather than to His own.  With love and 
respect He knew that it would be the most difficult and respect He knew that it would be the most difficult and 
excruciating experience that He was ever asked to do, but excruciating experience that He was ever asked to do, but 
He was fully committed to lovingly obeying His Father.  He He was fully committed to lovingly obeying His Father.  He 
had come to the point of trust in His Father and not leaning had come to the point of trust in His Father and not leaning 
on His own desires and understandings.on His own desires and understandings.
Without Gethsemane, Jesus might not have been able to Without Gethsemane, Jesus might not have been able to 
come to the point of full commitment.  This was the point come to the point of full commitment.  This was the point 
at which He buried His own ways and desires to the will of at which He buried His own ways and desires to the will of 
His Father.  In our despair and grief, we might need to go His Father.  In our despair and grief, we might need to go 
into our Gethsemane Experience so that we too can come into our Gethsemane Experience so that we too can come 
to the point of burying our desires and rising to a complete to the point of burying our desires and rising to a complete 
commitment to our Heavenly Father’s wills and desires.  If commitment to our Heavenly Father’s wills and desires.  If 
Gethsemane was necessary for Gethsemane was necessary for 
Jesus, a Gethsemane experience Jesus, a Gethsemane experience 
might be even more important for might be even more important for 
us.  Knowing that Jesus trusted us.  Knowing that Jesus trusted 
and submitted unto the Lord at and submitted unto the Lord at 
the most difficult time of His life the most difficult time of His life 
should give us the assurance that should give us the assurance that 
we can and should do the same.  we can and should do the same.  
However, knowing that Jesus did However, knowing that Jesus did 
that, should cause us to look at how He did that.  Gethsemane that, should cause us to look at how He did that.  Gethsemane 
gives us the inside look at how Jesus did it.  Jesus’ humanity gives us the inside look at how Jesus did it.  Jesus’ humanity 
came out in Gethsemane, but Jesus did not let His humanity came out in Gethsemane, but Jesus did not let His humanity 
overwhelm His love and commitment to His Lord.  Our overwhelm His love and commitment to His Lord.  Our 
humanity is always before us, but we cannot allow our humanity is always before us, but we cannot allow our 
humanity to overwhelm our love and commitment to Jesus.humanity to overwhelm our love and commitment to Jesus.

IInn times when the future looks bleak, depression and  times when the future looks bleak, depression and 
grief can be overwhelming.  This was certainly the case grief can be overwhelming.  This was certainly the case 
in Jesus’ life.  On the night that Jesus was betrayed, He in Jesus’ life.  On the night that Jesus was betrayed, He 

went to the Garden of Gethsemane so that He could spend went to the Garden of Gethsemane so that He could spend 
this last night with His Father in Heaven.  He knew exactly this last night with His Father in Heaven.  He knew exactly 
that the crucifixion with all of its horrible consequences laid that the crucifixion with all of its horrible consequences laid 

immediately before Him.  Since He immediately before Him.  Since He 
had foreknowledge of all of these had foreknowledge of all of these 
events, He could have protected events, He could have protected 
Himself by either escaping or by Himself by either escaping or by 
mounting a major defensive action.  mounting a major defensive action.  
No, instead He decided to agonize No, instead He decided to agonize 
in prayer in attempts to try and in prayer in attempts to try and 

commune with His Father (Matthew 26:36-46).commune with His Father (Matthew 26:36-46).
Several huge lessons can be learned from Jesus’ Gethsemane Several huge lessons can be learned from Jesus’ Gethsemane 
Experience that are very important as we all face the turmoil Experience that are very important as we all face the turmoil 
and bleakness of the many troubling that face us here, in our and bleakness of the many troubling that face us here, in our 
state, in our nation, and throughout the world.  Let me just state, in our nation, and throughout the world.  Let me just 
address a few of the lessons.address a few of the lessons.
 1. Jesus moved to a comfortable place where He  1. Jesus moved to a comfortable place where He 
could meet openly and sincerely with His Father.  A place could meet openly and sincerely with His Father.  A place 
that He was accustomed to communing with His Father.  He that He was accustomed to communing with His Father.  He 
was so accustomed to this practice and this place that even was so accustomed to this practice and this place that even 
Judas positively knew that he would be able to find Jesus at Judas positively knew that he would be able to find Jesus at 
Gethsemane.  More important to Jesus was His communion Gethsemane.  More important to Jesus was His communion 
with His Father rather than His discovery and arrest.with His Father rather than His discovery and arrest.
 2. Jesus was open about His feelings and concerns.   2. Jesus was open about His feelings and concerns.  
He was in sorrowful and progressively deepening grief and He was in sorrowful and progressively deepening grief and 
despair.  Jesus was somber when He was in the Last Supper despair.  Jesus was somber when He was in the Last Supper 
with His disciples in the upper room.  When He moved to with His disciples in the upper room.  When He moved to 
Gethsemane, His grief and despair deepened significantly, Gethsemane, His grief and despair deepened significantly, 
until just before Judas arrived.until just before Judas arrived.
 3. He expressed His sorrow to His disciples.  He  3. He expressed His sorrow to His disciples.  He 
said in said in Matthew 26:38 (NLT)Matthew 26:38 (NLT)  
3838”My soul is crushed with grief ”My soul is crushed with grief 
to the point of death.  Stay here to the point of death.  Stay here 
and keep watch with Me.”and keep watch with Me.”  The   The 
disciples missed Jesus’ despair disciples missed Jesus’ despair 
and were overwhelmed with and were overwhelmed with 
sleep, but not Jesus.  Jesus’ grief sleep, but not Jesus.  Jesus’ grief 
and despair was so great that it and despair was so great that it 
overwhelmed His fatigue and He overwhelmed His fatigue and He 
prayed and communed with God prayed and communed with God 
for about 3 hours.for about 3 hours.
 4. He fully expressed His grief to His Father with  4. He fully expressed His grief to His Father with 
respect and loving allegiance.  Jesus fully expressed this respect and loving allegiance.  Jesus fully expressed this 

(continued next page)



Studying God’s Word for Life Transformation and Revival
In a time where the world is telling us to base what we believe and what we are to do by the way we feel, we need to 
ensure that as believers we are basing what we believe and what we do by the Word of God. The best way to hide His 
words in our heart is to know the meaning of His words. In many instances when Christ was challenged, he refuted the 
challenge with the scripture that He spent the first 30 years of His life studying. Come join for a time of discovery (or 
rediscovery) of ways to study the Bible that are impactful in understanding scripture in a deeper more meaningful way! 

Led by: Brandon Kelly (808)268-9074
Wednesday Evenings @ 7 pm 
September 1st – October 20th 

Meeting in the Church Sanctuary

For additional information and to sign up, go to  
https://sites.google.com/view/vifbiblestudy or use your camera to scan the QR code 
and click on the link at the top of your phone.  You can also sign up at the back table. 

Go to the Garden of GethsemaneGo to the Garden of Gethsemane
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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So many crisis situations surround us.  There is not just one large situation, but many large situations that attack us today.  So many crisis situations surround us.  There is not just one large situation, but many large situations that attack us today.  
However, all of them put together, and even if there are more to come, they are not strong enough to overwhelm our However, all of them put together, and even if there are more to come, they are not strong enough to overwhelm our 
Lord.  He is Lord.  He is conquerorconqueror!  He is !  He is providerprovider!!  He is our !!  He is our HopeHope and our  and our ComfortComfort!!!  We can take HOPE and COMFORT in !!!  We can take HOPE and COMFORT in 
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT)  55Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  66Seek His Seek His 
will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.”will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.”

Sue Nishikawa OfferingSue Nishikawa Offering
forfor

Hawaii Pacific Baptist MissionsHawaii Pacific Baptist Missions

Day 8 - Sunday, September 12, 2021
Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention Staff Team

Dawn Akutagawa, Arjay Gruspe, Monica Kang, Sean 
Lathrop, Chris Martin, Mike Martin, Robert Miller, 
Brian Smart, Lisa Tabudlo, Diana Ventura, Craig Webb, 
John and Gay Williams
• Pray for each team member to abide in Christ and walk 

closely with God.
• Pray for staff membersʻ families.
• Pray for wisdom and discernment in all their work.

HPBC Goal:  $130,000
VIF Goal:  $1,500

VIF Giving-to-date:  $228.00



Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and 

they need your support. 
Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

1 John 5:14 ESV

     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |  
Eugene Fontanilla | Wayland Kam | 

Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso

Pray for your next pastorʻs family . . .

Pray for the pastor and his wife 
to have a heart for 

long-term ministry in Hawaii. 

“But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, 

gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called 

and about which you made the good confession 
in the presence of many witnesses.” 

1 Timothy 6:11-12  ESV        

Announcements
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The Valley Isle Fellowship Pastoral Search Committee is 
now prepared to begin receiving applications for Senior Pastor!  If you want to encourage someone you know to 
apply, simply direct them to the VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP WEBSITE (vifmaui.com).  On the top bar they 
will see an “ABOUT US” tab, and if they hover over it, you can find the “Pastoral Leadership” tab in the drop 
down.  When you click there, a bio of Pastor Stephen will appear.  

At the bottom of the bio, there is an announcement of his retirement and a button              . W h e n 
they follow the prompts and instructions, they will then submit a complete application and be a part of the first phase 
of prayer and application review.  So, if God has laid a potential candidate’s name on your heart, please forward this 
application process to them, or direct them to the website. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at (808)281- 6551 or Don Booth at (808)495-
1628. Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s leading. 

We are better together!

  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

A 6-week Bible Study

Getting to Know the Holy SpiritGetting to Know the Holy Spirit
A Bible Study seeking knowledge 

of the Holy Spirit and why Jesus said 
it was so important for Him to leave.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and  self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23 NIVGalatians 5:22-23 NIV

Saturdays   4 - 5 p.m.Saturdays   4 - 5 p.m.
starting September 11, 2021starting September 11, 2021

Sign-up at back tableSign-up at back table

Please note that session on 
9/18 will be virtualvirtual.

Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009
for log-in information



Announcements

Childcare Childcare 
and and 

Sunday SchooSunday School l 
Due to covid concerns, 

Childcare and Sunday School 

for children is 

temporarily suspended. 

We are praying weʻll be able   

to restart in the near future.

For more information: 

Steffen(808-264-0397) 
or Josie (808-264-8142)

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team

Teams of  4-6 each are once again being formedTeams of  4-6 each are once again being formed
to clean the bathrooms and worship center to clean the bathrooms and worship center 

each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 
((anytime betweenThursday through Saturdayanytime betweenThursday through Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  

Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or 
your family to join you and sign-up together!your family to join you and sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care 

for our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, pull weeds, etc.)

Previous experience 
not necessary 

Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  244-0865

Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  

Grades 6-12Grades 6-12

- online till further notice -- online till further notice -

Contact
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

for log-in information

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor  Stephen 
(808)419-8100
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Ngoni of Tanzania (n-GO-knee) - The Ngoni of Tanzania Team writes: “Pray for the pastor of our town church 
who is discouraged and is questioning his opportunity to continue as pastor of this church. Recently, things were said 
about his ability to lead the church adequately. Pray that he will seek the Lord’s face and be obedient to Him. Also, 
intercede for his wife and another church member who desire to teach God’s Word in the local primary school during 
the religious studies period. Ask the Lord to give them the courage to stay with it and the knowledge to teach truths 
correctly. Pray, as well, for a lay leader who will return to seminary around September 20 to continue with his studies 
for another six-week term. Finally, pray for Moha* as he continues to hear God’s Word. Ask the Lord to draw Moha to 
Jesus so that he might believe in Him as Lord and Savior.” (*name changed)

•Kharkov, Ukraine (HAR-kov) - “We praise God for the teams that have already come to Eastern Ukraine to work in 
the summer of 2021! Intercede for two medical teams that will work in areas to the south of our region. These regions 
are still suffering from over seven years of war. Pray for opportunities to touch many lives with the love of Christ, filling 
those lives with hope that only comes through Him!”

•India - Pray for an area where a new training opportunity and a church-planting assessment will be taking place. In this 
training, some mature believers will be equipping church leaders from this region to interpret passages in light of all of 
Scripture and also teach the Scriptures with zeal and truth. From the church-planting assessment, they hope to gather 
information to give insight for how they can best assist local believers as they proceed in the Lord’s work.

•Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (HOE-chee-men) - Huyen* came to faith after her parents passed away. Now in her early 
twenties, she’s been a believer for a year and a half and faithfully studies the Bible with a small group of women. Recently, 
Huyen traveled to her hometown for her mother’s One Year Death Anniversary. Culturally, this is an important time to 
venerate and give offerings to family members who’ve died. Huyen is the youngest in her family and the only believer. 
Many friends and family members were critical of her faith in Christ and questioned her character, believing that she was 
disrespectful to her deceased parents. One evening, Huyen was sitting with 10 family members, all older than her. They 
began questioning her about her faith. With boldness from the Holy Spirit, Huyen was able to share clearly about Christ and 
how only God is worthy of worship. She shared how she’s able to follow Jesus while still loving, honoring, and respecting 
her parents without worshiping them. Praise the Lord for her witness and the opportunity to share with her family! Huyen’s 
two older sisters are “people of peace” (Luke 10:6) and often protect and advocate for her. Please pray for them to turn to 
Christ. (*name changed)

GENSEND - GenSend teaches college students how to be the hands and feet of Christ and share the gospel in everyday 
life. Pray for the students who will serve across North America during their breaks this school year.
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today we want to pray for a home missionary couple called to inner city Cincinnati, Ohio, to plant 
a church.

They are Kirk and Karen Kirkland.

Kirk says they were living in Dayton, Ohio, maybe an hour’s drive north of Cincinnati — and they 
were comfortable there. When he felt called to plant a new church, he thought it would be about 
anywhere but Cincinnati.

But the new church has grown. Kirk says planting a new church as a Southern Baptist was much 
easier than having an unaffiliated church.

He says as a pastor, you don’t have to be alone, because there are other Southern Baptists who 
will provide support and encouragement.

About two million people live in and around Cincinnati and only about 13 percent have ties to an 
evangelical church. The challenge is massive.

Let’s pray that the new church Kirk has launched will grow non-stop and help thousands find faith 
in Christ.

Our church is supporting home missionaries like the Kirklands in other parts of Cincinnati and in 
most of the major midwest cities like it — all through our Cooperative Program giving.

Let’s pray for Kirk and Karen now.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

        
12    9:00 am   Worship Service  
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
13    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
15    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - online 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #3
  - online
18    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #2 - online

19    9:00 am   Worship Service  
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
20    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
22    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #4
25    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #3

26    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
27    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
29    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study  
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #5

  2    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #4

  3    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  4    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  6    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study  
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #6
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

               

Please note:
2nd Worship Service and Sunday Schoo/Childcare

-    Temporarily Suspended due to covid concerns   -

September 2021September 2021

October 2021October 2021



RestorationRestoration
James 5:19-20James 5:19-20

I.  Some may ___________  ________ .

 A.  Some will ___________ . – Hebrews 2:1-3

 B.  Some will __________ .

II.  Can be _______________ .

 A.  God ________________ and is _____________ for our failures.

  1.    Romans 3:23 

  2.    Romans 10:9-10 

  3.    1 John 2:3-4 

 B.   God takes the _________________ . – Romans 5:8

 C.  God _________ the ___________ .

  

III.  Forgiveness and Grace is ______________ .

 A.  ______________ .

 B.  _______________ .

Notes:
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