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Personal ResponsibilityPersonal Responsibility
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

During this time of increasing COVID infections, new calls During this time of increasing COVID infections, new calls 
to live responsibly are increasing from our government to live responsibly are increasing from our government 
officials.  I want to add my voice to those calls.  If you can and officials.  I want to add my voice to those calls.  If you can and 
are inclined to, please get vaccinated.  In any case, let’s all be are inclined to, please get vaccinated.  In any case, let’s all be 
loving and gracious to especially those who have different loving and gracious to especially those who have different 
opinions.  Let’s all give ourselves to masking, hand hygiene, opinions.  Let’s all give ourselves to masking, hand hygiene, 
social distancing, and taking the responsibility to let people social distancing, and taking the responsibility to let people 
in your circle of contacts know when you are exposed to and in your circle of contacts know when you are exposed to and 
fall ill to COVID.  All of these actions done in an attitude of fall ill to COVID.  All of these actions done in an attitude of 
love and grace can and will be used of the Lord to let His love and grace can and will be used of the Lord to let His 
light shine through us during this dark, dark time.  light shine through us during this dark, dark time.  
As your Pastor, I am making decisions that make me As your Pastor, I am making decisions that make me 
empathetic to our government empathetic to our government 
officials.  They do not like officials.  They do not like 
making the decisions that they making the decisions that they 
are making and neither do I.  are making and neither do I.  
However, in order to do the However, in order to do the 
very best that I can in seeking very best that I can in seeking 
to provide as safe and worry-to provide as safe and worry-
free environment for all of us free environment for all of us 
to worship and minister in, I am to worship and minister in, I am 
taking the following actions:taking the following actions:
     1. That as many ministries as go back to virtual      1. That as many ministries as go back to virtual 
         meetings and away from in-person.         meetings and away from in-person.
      2. That we will stop our 2nd Sunday Service at 10:30          2. That we will stop our 2nd Sunday Service at 10:30    
          AM.  This also means stopping our Children’s             AM.  This also means stopping our Children’s   
          Sunday School and our Childcare ministries.          Sunday School and our Childcare ministries.
     3. That we will only have 1 Sunday Service at 9 AM      3. That we will only have 1 Sunday Service at 9 AM 
         with no Childcare.         with no Childcare.
It is my hope that as further restrictions are put on the It is my hope that as further restrictions are put on the 
residents of our County and as we do our part, that these residents of our County and as we do our part, that these 
measures will come to an end in a short time, maybe for three measures will come to an end in a short time, maybe for three 
weeks (starting today and the last Sunday being September weeks (starting today and the last Sunday being September 
19th).  I am making these decisions with the hope and prayer 19th).  I am making these decisions with the hope and prayer 
that we will shine brightly for Jesus in these dark days.  I that we will shine brightly for Jesus in these dark days.  I 

OOur Lordur Lord does not automatically and unilaterally  does not automatically and unilaterally 
extend salvation, forgiveness of our sins and the extend salvation, forgiveness of our sins and the 
promise of eternity in Heaven, promise of eternity in Heaven, 

to everyone.  His salvation is lovingly to everyone.  His salvation is lovingly 
and graciously given to all who take and graciously given to all who take 
the personal responsibility to accept the personal responsibility to accept 
Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior.  It is not automatically given.  Savior.  It is not automatically given.  
Personally, and intentionally, accepting Personally, and intentionally, accepting 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior must be Jesus as our Lord and Savior must be 
done personally and no one can take that action for someone done personally and no one can take that action for someone 
else.  This is a firm and unchangeable fact.else.  This is a firm and unchangeable fact.
Personal responsibility plays a foundational role in salvation Personal responsibility plays a foundational role in salvation 
and in many other situations.  As I am still your Pastor, at and in many other situations.  As I am still your Pastor, at 
least for a few more weeks, I have the personal responsibility least for a few more weeks, I have the personal responsibility 
to lead and guide you through the many situations that guide to lead and guide you through the many situations that guide 
us.  I have been trying to do that throughout the years and us.  I have been trying to do that throughout the years and 
especially through these months of the COVID Pandemic.  especially through these months of the COVID Pandemic.  
Our major task is not to fight COVID but to fight against Our major task is not to fight COVID but to fight against 

sin and rebellion against sin and rebellion against 
the Lord.  The best way to the Lord.  The best way to 
do that is to do our best in do that is to do our best in 
leading men, women, and leading men, women, and 
children to a saving faith children to a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ, where in Jesus Christ, where 
they will personally they will personally 
and willfully make that and willfully make that 

decision to accept Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.  decision to accept Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.  
In order for us to do that, we need to be a reflection of Jesus’ In order for us to do that, we need to be a reflection of Jesus’ 
love and grace so that the world might see Jesus.  love and grace so that the world might see Jesus.  
With that as the central and consuming thought in my life, I With that as the central and consuming thought in my life, I 
want to address the personal responsibilities that confronts want to address the personal responsibilities that confronts 
us in the current situations.  With COVID exploding all us in the current situations.  With COVID exploding all 
around us, we (especially personally) have great personal around us, we (especially personally) have great personal 
responsibilities.  We have the responsibility to lift up Jesus responsibilities.  We have the responsibility to lift up Jesus 
Christ, not our personal rights.  We have no rights except the Christ, not our personal rights.  We have no rights except the 
rights that Jesus extends to us.  In my personal life, as well rights that Jesus extends to us.  In my personal life, as well 
in all who are Christians, we are called to give up our rights in all who are Christians, we are called to give up our rights 
in order to submit to bringing glory in order to submit to bringing glory and honor to Jesus.  and honor to Jesus.  
As you look deeply and seriously at As you look deeply and seriously at this call, the only this call, the only 
choice we have is to obey or disobey.  choice we have is to obey or disobey.  In obedience, we also In obedience, we also 
have only two choices, to grudgingly have only two choices, to grudgingly obey or to lovingly obey or to lovingly 
obey.  As you can probably see, in obey.  As you can probably see, in all situations we are all situations we are 
called to give up our rights in order to called to give up our rights in order to bring Jesus Christ the bring Jesus Christ the 
highest honor and glory in and through us as we possibly highest honor and glory in and through us as we possibly 
can.  When we give up all of our rights to Him, He fills us can.  When we give up all of our rights to Him, He fills us 
with His power and resources in order to accomplish His with His power and resources in order to accomplish His 
will through us.will through us.

(continued next page)



Studying God’s Word for 
Life Transformation and Revival

In a time where the world is telling us to base what we believe and what we are to do by the way we feel, we need 
to ensure that as believers we are basing what we believe and what we do by the Word of God. The best way to 
hide His words in our heart is to know the meaning of His words. In many instances when Christ was challenged, 
he refuted the challenge with the scripture that He spent the first 30 years of His life studying. Come join for a time 
of discovery (or rediscovery) of ways to study the Bible that are impactful in understanding scripture in a deeper 
more meaningful way! 

Led by: Brandon Kelly (808)268-9074

Wednesday Evenings @ 7 pm 
September 1st – October 20th 
Meeting in the Church Sanctuary

For additional information and to sign up, go to  
https://sites.google.com/view/vifbiblestudy or use your camera to scan the QR code 
and click on the link at the top of your phone.  You can also sign up at the back table. 

Personal ResponsibilityPersonal Responsibility
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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would ask that you all would seek the Lord with me as we ask Him to show us how to be His special would ask that you all would seek the Lord with me as we ask Him to show us how to be His special 
forces during this battle against the enemy of darkness, the devil.  Let’s be disciplined and diligent as forces during this battle against the enemy of darkness, the devil.  Let’s be disciplined and diligent as 
we all seek to bring glory and honor to the Lord and as we point men, women, and children to Jesus we all seek to bring glory and honor to the Lord and as we point men, women, and children to Jesus 
Christ.  God bless you all!!!Christ.  God bless you all!!!

Sue Nishikawa Offering
Week of Prayer

September 5-12, 2021

Day 1 - Sunday, September 5, 2021
Hawaii Pacific Baptists Working Together

We are better together! “According to the purpose statement 
found in our Constitution, the Hawaii Pacific Baptist 
Convention exists to provide organization for cooperative 
gospel ministries and help each other facilitate Jesusʻ 
Kingdom across our churchesʻ network. The structure is 
called a convention, but it functions as a system of  like-
minded, gospel-centered churches making Jesusʻ disciples 
from every nation, tribe, people, and language” (Exec. 
Director Chris Martin in Pacific Connector, March/April 
2021.
• Pray that God would bring unity among our network 

of  churches as we work together for the Kingdom of  
God.

• Pray that God would give our churches a heart for 
reaching our community for Christ and that God would 
give us innovative ways to do so.



Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and 

they need your support. 

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
1 John 5:14 ESV

     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |  
Eugene Fontanilla | Wayland Kam | 

Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso

Pray for your next pastorʻs family . . .

Pray that your pastor’s children will 
also adjust to their new church family 

and to the Hawaii culture. 

“We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we 
ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great 

treasure. This makes it clear that our great power 
is from God, not from ourselves.” 

2 Corinthians 4:7 NLT         

Announcements
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The Valley Isle Fellowship Pastoral Search Committee is 
now prepared to begin receiving applications for Senior Pastor!  If you want to encourage someone you know to 
apply, simply direct them to the VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP WEBSITE (vifmaui.com).  On the top bar they 
will see an “ABOUT US” tab, and if they hover over it, you can find the “Pastoral Leadership” tab in the drop 
down.  When you click there, a bio of Pastor Stephen will appear.  

At the bottom of the bio, there is an announcement of his retirement and a button              . W h e n 
they follow the prompts and instructions, they will then submit a complete application and be a part of the first phase 
of prayer and application review.  So, if God has laid a potential candidate’s name on your heart, please forward this 
application process to them, or direct them to the website. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at (808)281- 6551 or Don Booth at (808)495-
1628. Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s leading. 

We are better together!

  Jennifer Bagoyo Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

A 6-week Bible Study
Getting to Know the Holy SpiritGetting to Know the Holy Spirit

Saturdays   4 - 5 p.m.Saturdays   4 - 5 p.m.
starting September 11, 2021starting September 11, 2021

Sign-up at back tableSign-up at back table

Please note that sessions on 
9/11 & 18 will be virtualvirtual.

Contact Pam Edwards (808)446-4009
for log-in information

A Bible Study seeking knowledge 
of the Holy Spirit and why Jesus said 
it was so important for Him to leave.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and  self-control.  

Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23 NIVGalatians 5:22-23 NIV



Announcements

Childcare Childcare 
and and 

Sunday SchooSunday School l 
during our 10:30 am service 

Infant-2 years  
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
 Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(808-264-0397) 
or Josie (808-264-8142)

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team

Teams of  4-6 each are once again being formedTeams of  4-6 each are once again being formed
to clean the bathrooms and worship center to clean the bathrooms and worship center 

each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 
((anytime betweenThursday through Saturdayanytime betweenThursday through Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  

Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or 
your family to join you and sign-up together!your family to join you and sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care 

for our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, pull weeds, etc.)

Previous experience 
not necessary 

Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  244-0865

Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  

Youth Weekly Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday, 9/8Wednesday, 9/8
NO YouthNO Youth
this weekthis week

For information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor  Stephen 
(808)419-8100
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Sorani Kurds of Central Asia (sor-AH-nee) - When Sorani Kurds come to Christ, they bring with them a lifetime of 
experiences, assumptions, a particular worldview lens, and many issues related to trauma and pain. They come to be a 
part of a new spiritual family in Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit in them and through the Word of God, they 
begin to change and grow. But there are often many messes and misunderstandings along the way within the body of 
believers. Praise God that His Spirit works in them to convict them of sin and help them to grow! Pray that they will 
gain a burden for their own sin and a deeper understanding of the richness of the gospel and its grace. Pray that there 
will be forgiveness extended and trust built between brothers and sisters in the family of Christ.
•Mixtecs of Guerrero, Mexico (MEEKS-teks, geh-REH-roh) - “Here in Southern Guerrero, our team is excited 
because God is doing big things. Our team is moving to a village so that we can live among the Mixtec people. One 
family has already moved in, and the neighbors have welcomed them with open arms. Our prayer is that their hearts will 
be this welcoming to the good news. Please pray for the Mixtec people, that they will choose to follow Jesus and that 
God will use us to share that news with them. Please also lift up our children who will be navigating big changes, that 
they will transition well to this new place. God is also sending three young women from the States to work alongside us 
for the coming months. Thank you for your prayers and support.”
•Durban, South Africa (DER-bun) - “There are many miraculous ‘reversals’ found in God’s Word. We see how life, 
health, and fortunes were restored to God’s people. One of the greatest reversals in Jewish history occurred between the 
Old Testament and New Testament times. The Greek ruler over Israel had desecrated God’s temple by turning it into a 
worship center for the Greek gods and the sacrificing of pigs. After the Jews defeated this ruler and took back their nation, 
the first order of business was to cleanse, restore, and rededicate God’s temple. In Durban, South Africa, it has been very 
discouraging to see the number of churches that have closed and been repurposed. We’ve seen church buildings that are now 
business offices, government offices, storage facilities, or a gas station, and some have been turned into Islamic mosques or 
Hindu temples. Pray with us for a miraculous reversal. Pray that God’s Holy Spirit will bring about a revival in the hearts of 
believers and an awakening in the hearts of the lost so that many buildings will be repurposed as churches to accommodate 
the great number of those who worship together. Ask the Lord to add to our number daily those who are being saved (Acts 
2:47)!”

MIDWEST - Despite the regionʻs image of good, hard-working, church-going residents, the vast majority do not have a 
relationship with Jesus. Many have never set foot in a church.
Pray for church planting and kingdom impact in the underserved communitiues in the Midwest that are challenged by 
violence, poverty, drugs, family dysfunction and other such social ills. Pray for the pastors and churches that are functioning 
effectively in these communities and that God will send more workers into these places desperatey in need of the hope of 
the gospel.

- 5 -



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today we are going to pray for two of our missionaries who probably will affect the future of 
Argentina.
Our church supports them through our Cooperative Program giving, even in Argentina, which 
is on the bottom tip of South America.
John and Lois Wang are reaching university students for Christ at two major universities in 
Buenos Aires.
Normally the Wangs would have become campus ministers. But the big schools in Argentina 
don’t allow outsiders to have access to students.
So John and Lois became professors! John teaches engineering at one school and Lois 
teaches Korean at another. That way they can talk freely to students.
Still, it is a slow process because most students resist talk about Jesus. But John dreams 
of lining up whole networks of churches to start reaching out to students and providing Bible 
studies.
That network got started in 2019 with three churches. John and Lois are training the church 
leaders.
Let’s pray for John and Lois and ask that God help thousands of university students come to 
faith in Christ.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

        
  5    9:00 am   Worship Service  
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  6    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  8    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   NO Youth Bible Study
   “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #2  
                         - online
11    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #1 - online
12    9:00 am   Worship Service  
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
13    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
15    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - online 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #3
  - online
18    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #2 - online

                             19    9:00 am   Worship Service  
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
20    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
22    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #4
25    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #3

26    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
27    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
29    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #5

  2    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #4
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

September 2021September 2021

October 2021October 2021



Immersed in PrayerImmersed in Prayer
James 5:13-18James 5:13-18

I.  In _____  __________ , pray. – James 5:13-14 

 A.  In ______________ – pray.

 B.  In _______ – pray.

 C.  In _____________ – ________ for the elders.

II.  In ____________  _________ , pray. – James 5:15 

 A.  Know the ___________  ________ .

 B.  Act in ______________ and ____________ faith.

 C.  The Lord ____________ and _____________ His will.

 D.  If God can deal with the __________ problems, He can and does deal 

  with the __________ problem of ________.

III.  In _____________  __________________ , pray. – James 5:16-18 

 A.  ________________ has no place in a Christian’s life.

 B.  _____________ opens the pathway to ________________. 

 C.  _____________ needs to be accompanied with _________________ .

Notes:
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