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Prayer, Your Most Powerful Weapon
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

calls us to always pray.  1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NLT) 
17 Never stop praying.  We are called to always be 
praying and not to stop.  In other words, we should 
be communicating with God all the time.  Commu-
nicating with God means talking to God as well as 
listening to God.  Talking with God is not demanding 
and trying to manipulate your desires and your ways 
from Him.  It means to humbly and respectfully let-
ting your request be laid before Him.  Philippians 4:6 
(NLT) 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done. The King James Version 
says: Philippians 4:6 (KJV) 6 Be careful for nothing; 
but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.  So, we communicate with God by letting Him 
know our concerns.
But communicating with God is also letting Him talk 
with us as He instructs us in His ways and in His 
commands.  We need to remember that He is GOD 
Almighty and we are not.  However, as GOD Al-
mighty instructs us and shares His commands with 
us, He does not force or manipulate us.  He always 
leaves the choice to us.  He will not 
ambush us but He will warn us of 
the consequences of disobedience.
Living our lives in loving obedience 
to Him is very important especially during times of 
stress and distress.  We are certainly in times of stress 
and distress.  COVID-19 seems to be taking over 
our State and community but I want to ask that you 
follow the instructions and commands of the Lord.  

Hurricanes Laura and Marco hitting our Gulf Shores 
States caused many to pray.  After people prepared 
and did all that they could, then all that was left to do 
was to pray.  This is a common response for many, 
including Christians.  However, according to the let-
ter and the spirit of the Word of God, prayer is the 
first and the last thing that we should be doing during 
times of distress and even in times of discord.  
Many in the family of God get this mistaken idea 
from a misreading and a misinterpretation of 
Matthew 17:21 (KJV) 21 Howbeit this kind goeth not 
out but by prayer and fasting.  This is a very true 
passage but when interpreted in the wrong way it 
will result in a wrong practice.  This passage starts in 
verse 14 and is the story of the healing of the demon-
possessed boy who suffered seizures and would be 
thrown into the water and the fire.  His father brought 

him to the disciples and they 
could not heal him.  However, 
when he was brought to Jesus, 
Jesus immediately healed him.  
When the disciples asked why 

they couldn’t cast out the demon, Jesus said that they 
did not have enough faith.  In fact, all they needed 
was faith as small as a mustard seed and nothing 
would be impossible.  They could even move moun-
tains.  It is interesting to note that verse 21 is not 
recorded in the NLT (New Living Translation).  This 
is because only some of the ancient manuscripts add 
verse 21.  My thoughts are that although it is a true 
verse, it might leave one with the idea that at this 
point the last thing that could be done was to pray 
and fast.  Jesus was teaching them that living a con-
sistent life of faith that is grounded by prayer and 
fasting was what they needed in order to live a life 
that serves and honors the Lord.  
Prayer is communicating with God and scripture 
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We need to be people of faith and all it takes is mustard seed faith and we will be able to move mountains.  
We need to be in consistent and constant prayer, in communication with our Lord.  We can share our 
concerns, but not demand to have them addressed our way.  We need to listen very carefully to His 
commands and lovingly obey Him.  All of the stress from a Pandemic and the other big concerns that 
confront us and our nation may simply be God urging us to return back to Him.  
Let’s not walk back to Him, but let’s run back to Him.  Let’s give Him our all and with great abandon, let’s 
love Him with all of our hearts, minds, and souls.  God bless you as you seek to bring glory and honor to 
our great and mighty Lord.  

      *   *   *   *   *  
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Feel God pulling you into deeper 
fellowship with the family?

Wondering how He could use you to 
LOVE GOD, 

LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES  SMALL GROUPS  

CLEANING      YARD WORK
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get 
plugged in! Or see Neil Nakama



Announcements

Dear Valley Isle Fellowship,

         The following is a thank you note from Danae Olaso.  She is a medical student who we are 
supporting in prayer and with a partial scholarship to the Triangle Fellows Program.  This program 
is one that she is doing in addition to her medical studies.  It is a discipleship program that helps 
her to focus on integrating her faith into her professional life.  Please continue to be in prayer for 
her as she continues to sharpen her knowledge and skills to be a Medical Doctor.  Thank you for 
your continued support to Valley Isle Fellowship so that together we can continue to support people 
and effort such as Danae and the Triangle Fellows Program.  God bless you all! 

Yours in Christ,

Stephen

 

Dear Pastor Steve and VIF Church Family,

         Thank you so much for supporting me as I learn and grow in my faith through the Triangle 
Fellows Program, a longitudinal discipleship program that challenges Christians to integrate their 
faith with their calling / work, encourages deeper growth in personal faith and Christian community, 
motivates us to find purpose and meaning in the mundane, and cultivates tools and skills to be 
faithful Christ followers and witnesses to those around us.  As I progress in my training as a medi-
cal student and future doctor, I am discouraged by the spiritual darkness in medicine.

         This fellowship program will provide a foundation and context for integrating faith with my 
present and future relationships with people – patients, colleagues, mentors, etc. – in medicine.  I 
will also be joining a community of believers who are also seeking practical applications in purpose-
fully and meaningfully integrating faith and work. We invest a significant amount of time & energy 
into our work, so cultivating and incorporating our faith and our toil will encourage us to be produc-
tive Christians and workers in our world.

         Thank you again for supporting and encouraging me as I seek to follow Jesus in my present 
and future.

 

God Bless

Danae Olaso
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MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Tokyo, Japan - (TOH-kyoh) – Are there homeless people in Japan? Many are surprised to hear that there are. 
Due to COVID-19, more Japanese are now jobless and trying to find ways to pay their rent and buy food, and 
more are becoming homeless. God has been working in the homeless ministry inside the Yoyogi park in Tokyo. 
Numbers were higher during the month of June as people heard about the food and drinks being given out by vol-
unteers after the sidewalk chapel time every Saturday morning and Monday afternoons. One day, missionaries and 
their local partners saw 125 people show up to listen to the Word being shared and pick up bags of food, drink, and 
evangelistic materials. One young man, Dave,* has continued to come since February. “Today’s tract is in manga, 
hope you enjoy,” a volunteer told him. Looking directly at the volunteer, he said, “Yes, I will.” Pray that Dave will 
receive Jesus as his Savior soon. On Thursdays, there is a new group of Christians who have committed to work 
through the Andrew Project discipleship study, learning how to pray for specific people to be saved, finding ways 
to give a testimony, and hearing of God’s mercy towards all. Pray for those in this group who have so little and 
rely on the generosity of Christian volunteers yet are ready to dig deeper into the Word. Ask God to use this time 
to grow healthy disciples! (*name changed)
* Santiago, Chile - (Sahn-tee-AH-go) – As in many places, the current panorama in Chile is not promising. Higher 
unemployment, lower economic production, increasing debt and poverty, and greater frustration provoke anxiety. 
People in Santiago look to various things for potential solutions such as community solidarity, current leaders, 
government reform, or medical researchers looking for vaccines. King David captured the sentiment best: “Some 
trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God” (Psalm 20:7 ESV). Please pray 
that people in Santiago will look to Jesus for true hope and healing.
* Persians of Southeast Asia - (PURR-zhuns) – Pray for the transition and unity of a group of believers who are 
beginning to meet regularly as a church. As COVID-19 restrictions begin to lift in their city, this group will be 
able to meet in person and not just virtually. Ask that genuine love for one another, as well as hearts to serve one 
another and encourage one another, will be evident among this new body.
* South Asian Unengaged Peoples - In June, there were several baptisms among two people groups in India. The 
Marathi-speaking Bairagi of India, numbering 180,000, are classified as “unengaged” and “unreached.” Pray that 
God will use these new believers to cause more Bairagi to come to faith. Ask for obedience-based discipleship 
to be carried out by mature believers. Pray that God will plant a church among the Bairagi and that they will be 
able to worship and grow and hear the Word of God preached in their own language. Among these baptisms, the 
Ravalia of India, an unreached people group numbering 490,000, were also represented. Pray for more Ravalia 
to come to faith and for a church to be started in their language, Gujarati. Ask that these new believers will learn 
and understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ, and pray that they will share Jesus with their friends and 
families. May the Word of God take root firmly in their hearts and grow to produce much fruit.
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 Cleveland, OH

1,572,549 people live in 
metro Cleveland

75.5% of the population is
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every 
25,779 Cleveland residents

“Pray for the Lord to raise up more African-American church planters committed to planting Multiplying Church-
es in Cleveland.”- Cory Wilson, Cleveland Send City Missionary
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Pleasing God in a World of Turmoil
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Romans 12

I. 1st Priority – Living to ___________ the Lord. – Romans 12:1-2 

 A. Give your ___________ to God.

 B. Don’t _________ this world.

 C. Be _________________ into the new person that God desires of you.

 D. Learn God’s good, pleasing, and perfect _________ for you.

II. 2nd Priority – Be ___________ with yourself. – Romans 12:3 

 A. God has given us ______________.

 B. God has given us ________________.

 C. God has given us ___________________.

III. 3rd Priority – Avoid ____________ love. – Romans 12:9-21

 A. Love and honor others ______________. 

 B. Serve the Lord ___________________.

 C. Be ______________ and ____________.

Notes:


