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I Was Wrong and I ApologizeI Was Wrong and I Apologize
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

to be different.  James 5:16 (NLT) 16 Confess your sins to to be different.  James 5:16 (NLT) 16 Confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and 
produces wonderful results.produces wonderful results.
My prayer is that I will be a good example and that Valley My prayer is that I will be a good example and that Valley 
Isle Fellowship will be an influence to encourage the world Isle Fellowship will be an influence to encourage the world 
to honor and obey the Lord.  Knowing and obeying the to honor and obey the Lord.  Knowing and obeying the 
Lord’s commands and desires in every facet of our lives is Lord’s commands and desires in every facet of our lives is 
vitally important.vitally important.
COVID is giving all of us many opportunities to rise up and COVID is giving all of us many opportunities to rise up and 
be a powerful example of loving and trusting our Lord, even be a powerful example of loving and trusting our Lord, even 
in the most distressing times.  in the most distressing times.  
This Delta variant of COVID-19 This Delta variant of COVID-19 
is something that we all need to is something that we all need to 
take very seriously.  Yesterday, take very seriously.  Yesterday, 
Tuesday (8/24/21), Mayor Tuesday (8/24/21), Mayor 
Victorino asked all Maui County Victorino asked all Maui County 
residents to voluntarily shelter residents to voluntarily shelter 
at home, including working at at home, including working at 
home (if possible).  The situation home (if possible).  The situation 
on Molokai seems to be of most on Molokai seems to be of most 
concern as the infections are rapidly rising and the capability concern as the infections are rapidly rising and the capability 
of their hospital becomes a greater and greater concern.  Our of their hospital becomes a greater and greater concern.  Our 
own hospital, Maui Memorial Medical Center, is filling up own hospital, Maui Memorial Medical Center, is filling up 
and may reach a critical state.  Some are saying that what is and may reach a critical state.  Some are saying that what is 
currently happening may be worse than what we experienced currently happening may be worse than what we experienced 
a year ago.a year ago.
Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, we can make a Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, we can make a 
difference for the people that surround us by being diligent difference for the people that surround us by being diligent 
in our COVID protocols.  We don’t have to like or even agree in our COVID protocols.  We don’t have to like or even agree 
with these measures, but masking, social distancing, hand with these measures, but masking, social distancing, hand 
hygiene, staying at home when feeling ill, and getting the hygiene, staying at home when feeling ill, and getting the 
vaccine (if you can) will be pivotal in making this difference.  vaccine (if you can) will be pivotal in making this difference.  
However, the most important aspect is that we must be a good However, the most important aspect is that we must be a good 
example of loving and obeying Jesus Christ.  Therefore, with example of loving and obeying Jesus Christ.  Therefore, with 
the measures above and with every measure in our lives, we the measures above and with every measure in our lives, we 

AAboutbout 3 or 4 weeks ago, I thought that the Pandemic was  3 or 4 weeks ago, I thought that the Pandemic was 
almost over.  Therefore, I began to communicate that a almost over.  Therefore, I began to communicate that a 

brighter future was around the corner.  I know that I began brighter future was around the corner.  I know that I began 
to let my guard down and in fact there to let my guard down and in fact there 
was one Sunday when I took off my was one Sunday when I took off my 
mask to preach.  I want to apologize to mask to preach.  I want to apologize to 
all of you for letting my guard down all of you for letting my guard down 
and therefore probably encouraging and therefore probably encouraging 
all of you to do the same.  I apologize all of you to do the same.  I apologize 
and ask for your forgiveness for this and ask for your forgiveness for this 
failing.failing.

Back when this crisis began, I promised you that we would Back when this crisis began, I promised you that we would 
do everything in our power to provide for you a safe and do everything in our power to provide for you a safe and 
worry-free environment as we could.  When I let my guard worry-free environment as we could.  When I let my guard 
down I also let all of you down.  Since then, I have realized down I also let all of you down.  Since then, I have realized 
my mistake and have moved back to a careful and deliberate my mistake and have moved back to a careful and deliberate 
approach to this Pandemic.  However, what I have failed to approach to this Pandemic.  However, what I have failed to 
do is to openly confess this failure and to apologize to you.  do is to openly confess this failure and to apologize to you.  
I am now doing that.  I am now doing that.  
For me to go on as if I never made this mistake would be For me to go on as if I never made this mistake would be 
simply wrong of me.  As I read through scripture and as I simply wrong of me.  As I read through scripture and as I 
seek to be lovingly obedient to it, I know that being up-front seek to be lovingly obedient to it, I know that being up-front 
and honest with all of you is something that is pleasing to and honest with all of you is something that is pleasing to 
our Lord.  our Lord.  
I also know that as I try to do my best in encouraging you to I also know that as I try to do my best in encouraging you to 
be fully committed to the Lord by being lovingly obedient be fully committed to the Lord by being lovingly obedient 
to all of His commands to all of His commands 
and desires, then I need to and desires, then I need to 
do my very best in being do my very best in being 
a good example.  I don’t a good example.  I don’t 
want to be a stumbling want to be a stumbling 
block by being a bad block by being a bad 
example.  I realize that I example.  I realize that I 
am an example whether I am an example whether I 
like it or not.  I do not have like it or not.  I do not have 
a choice in this matter.  a choice in this matter.  
However, I do have a However, I do have a 
choice as to what kind of example I will be.  I can and will choice as to what kind of example I will be.  I can and will 
be a good example, or I will be a poor, be a good example, or I will be a poor, displeasing example.displeasing example.
Too many people are trying to hide Too many people are trying to hide from their mistakes from their mistakes 
and sins.  Examples of this deceptive and sins.  Examples of this deceptive life style come from life style come from 
every sector of life.  From those who every sector of life.  From those who have influence and have influence and 
power over many down to those who power over many down to those who feel like they have no feel like they have no 
influence over anyone.  Dear people, no matter how small influence over anyone.  Dear people, no matter how small 
our sphere of influence, we do have influence over some and our sphere of influence, we do have influence over some and 
probably over many more than we realize.  As Christians probably over many more than we realize.  As Christians 
who are seeking to bring glory and honor to Jesus, we have who are seeking to bring glory and honor to Jesus, we have 

(continued next page)



Studying God’s Word for 
Life Transformation and Revival

In a time where the world is telling us to base what we 
believe and what we are to do by the way we feel, we need 
to ensure that as believers we are basing what we believe 
and what we do by the Word of God. The best way to hide 
His words in our heart is to know the meaning of His words. 
In many instances when Christ was challenged, he refuted 
the challenge with the scripture that He spent the first 30 
years of His life studying. Come join for a time of discovery 
(or rediscovery) of ways to study the Bible that are impactful 
in understanding scripture in a deeper more meaningful way! 

Led by: Brandon Kelly 
For any questions contact Brandon at (808)268-9074

Wednesday Evenings @ 7 pm 
September 1st – October 20th 
Meeting in the Church Sanctuary

For additional information and 
to sign up, go to  https://sites.
google.com/view/vifbiblestudy or 
use your camera to scan the QR 
code and click on the link at the top 
of your phone.  You can also sign 
up at the back table. 

I Was Wrong and I ApologizeI Was Wrong and I Apologize
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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need to be asking, “What would Jesus do?” and therefore, “What should I do?”need to be asking, “What would Jesus do?” and therefore, “What should I do?”
Now is the time for us to stand up for Jesus and to be the people that He desires us to be.  Bringing glory and honor to Now is the time for us to stand up for Jesus and to be the people that He desires us to be.  Bringing glory and honor to 

Jesus does mean that we need to live through times of distress His way, not our way.Jesus does mean that we need to live through times of distress His way, not our way.
Therefore, let me again confess my failure in letting my guard down with COVID mitigations Therefore, let me again confess my failure in letting my guard down with COVID mitigations 
and for influencing you to maybe do the same.  I apologize and ask for your forgiveness.  As we and for influencing you to maybe do the same.  I apologize and ask for your forgiveness.  As we 
move forward, please confront me about other failures that you see in my life.  I know that I will move forward, please confront me about other failures that you see in my life.  I know that I will 
not like it, but I will appreciate it.  God bless you all and let’s be praying diligently for each other.not like it, but I will appreciate it.  God bless you all and let’s be praying diligently for each other.

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

A 6-week Bible Study

Getting to Know the Getting to Know the 
Holy SpiritHoly Spirit

SaturdaysSaturdays

starting September 11, 2021starting September 11, 2021

4 - 5 p.m.4 - 5 p.m.

A Bible Study seeking knowledge 
of the Holy Spirit and 

why Jesus said it was so 
important for Him to leave.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control.

 Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23 NIVGalatians 5:22-23 NIV



Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and they need your support. 

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. 1 John 5:14 ESV
     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |  Eugene Fontanilla | 

Wayland Kam | Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso
Pray for your next pastorʻs wife . . .

Pray that your pastor’s wife will not be subjected to unrealistic expectations. 

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18 ESV  

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, that you may know and 
believe me and understand that I am he.  Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.” 

Isaiah 43:10 ESV

Announcements
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The VIF PSC has been hard at work.

With the team responsibilities defined, we have spent the last 
few months:  team building; creating an information base for a pastoral candidate to view and better understand 
Valley Isle Fellowship; creating the documents we will be requesting a potential candidate to submit; and working to 
finalize both where we advertise our pastor search, and how to receive applications.  Thank you for your participation 
in both the Survey and the Demographic Questionnaire.  As we seek the leading of the Spirit, it is good to know what 
the members are thinking on important attributes and gifts of a potential candidate. And the demographic information 
will give an applicant a general understanding of the makeup of our church family. So, thank you, thank you, thank 
you for your input and insights.

On Sundays the team meets to finalize individual projects, review the timeline, and initiate projects for the next phase 
(which means homework for members :-). 

The committee has met every Wednesday to share a devotional and pray for our government leaders, VIF and its 
leaders, the man God has already designed to be the next pastor, and for REVIVAL in VIF, Maui, and the world.

On the current timeline, we anticipate being ready to receive applications in the beginning of September.  More 
information on how to submit interest in the position will be available then. We anticipate leaving the application 
process open for 6 weeks in order to allow candidates time to work on their application and then submit it to us.

If you have any questions or thoughts, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at (808) 281-6551 or Don Booth 
at (808) 495-1628. 

Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s leading.

  Jennifer Bagoyo, Chair
  Don Booth, Vice Chair
  Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
  Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
  Eugene Fontanilla
  Darin Olaso
  Wayland Kam, alternate 



Announcements

Childcare Childcare 
and and 

Sunday SchooSunday School l 
during our 10:30 am service 

Infant-2 years  
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
 Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(808-264-0397) 
or Josie (808-264-8142)

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team

Teams of  4-6 each are once again being formedTeams of  4-6 each are once again being formed
to clean the bathrooms and worship center to clean the bathrooms and worship center 

each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 
((anytime betweenThursday through Saturdayanytime betweenThursday through Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  

Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or 
your family to join you and sign-up together!your family to join you and sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care 

for our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, pull weeds, etc.)

Previous experience 
not necessary 

Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  244-0865

Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  

Youth Weekly Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday, 8/25 & 9/1Wednesday, 8/25 & 9/1
will bewill be

virtual onlyvirtual only
7:00 p.m 

For log-on information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor  Stephen 
(808)419-8100
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Southern Cross Project (SCP), East Asian Peoples-“And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests that we have asked of him” (1 John 5:15 ESV). “Amen. This generation of Asians 
need our prayers, our giving, and our going so that today they can worship in spirit and truth. Pray that the Lord will 
use Southern Cross Bible Distribution Project to help our Asian Baptist partners widely sow gospel seed using social 
media advertising. Pray that Southern Cross Bible Distribution Project can find social media content which helps 
21-35-year-old Asian men know our Lord. Regardless of many travel restrictions, pray earnestly for our Asian laborers 
and church partners who will harvest this generation.”

•Osaka, Japan (OH-sah-kah) - A church plant in Osaka that had a turbulent beginning is now facing some real 
challenges. The church will be losing its pastor and worship leader for six months and then some other key members 
for one or two months, leaving a small core to continue the work. Pray for the core church members to maintain healthy 
church practices as they disciple and shepherd other church members. May the church also continue reaching new 
people in the community who are not yet saved. With all of that on their shoulders, pray that each individual maintains 
good spiritual health.

•North Africans/Mid Easterners, Pastel City, France-Norhane* has lived in Europe for a few years with her family 
but identifies more with the culture and religion of her country of origin. She says that she was born a Muslim, but didn’t 
become more devout and wear a hijab until after her father died unexpectedly when she was in university. Now, taking 
care of her children and practicing her religion are especially important to her. Over the past few years, she has become 
friends with a few women in her city who believe in Jesus. They have had many discussions about God and faith, and 
her friends gave her books with stories from the Bible. Recently, Norhane met one of these friends in a park and was 
doing henna (traditional, temporary body art) for children when she met another woman who is a believer and lives 
close to her. Pray that Norhane will have more opportunities to hear the good news, and that she will have ears to hear 
and understand its meaning for her personally. Pray for a discontentment in her religion that will cause more openness 
to know more about Jesus. Pray that she will begin reading the Word with a friend. (*name changed)

HISPANIC MINISTRY-The number of Hispanic SBC churches grew by more than 65 percent between 2000 and 2010, 
according to Annual Church Profile statistics provided by LifeWay Christian Resources. Pray that God will raise up planters 
with a burning, God-given passion to reach Hispanics (whether they are first, second or third generation) by starting new, 
Multiplying Churches in North America, regardless of the obstancles they may face. Pray for Hispanic leaders who would 
intentionally, by word and deed, influence the established churches and pastors nationwide to become Sending Churches in 
their geographical areas and across the U.S. and Canada.
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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One day, someone will write a history of how Christianity “took off” in East Asia.

That history will include a 2017 meeting which our missionary, Jeremiah Farmer, led. That’s not 
his real name, of course. But we are going to pray for him today.

Jeremiah’s missionary team worked with national church leaders across East Asia to develop a 
new type of training that would enable every believer to become a witness.

Leaders from many countries gathered for an important meeting to decide on the new method. 
The meeting did not seem to go well at first. But finally the leaders decided to fully adopt it.

Two years later, in early 2019, the church leaders reported what had happened:

More than 3,500 church members were trained — and more than 3,000 people came to faith in 
Christ. Some 1,300 new believers had been baptized and 156 new churches planted!

Our church sort of “invests” our mission dollars in Jeremiah — and these miraculous results 
for God’s Kingdom are our spiritual earnings. It’s too soon to know if this great beginning will 
continue across East Asia.

But let’s pray today that it will. Let’s ask God to guide Jeremiah and continue to work through 
him.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

29    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
30    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

  1    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #1
  5    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  6    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  8    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 

   “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #2
11    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #1

12    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
13    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
15    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #3
18    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #2

19    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
20    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
22    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
            “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #4
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

August 2021August 2021

September 2021September 2021



Actively Waiting on the LordActively Waiting on the Lord
James 5:7-12James 5:7-12

I.  Involves ___________ , especially with significant events. – James 5:7a

 A.  The Lord’s  __________ . 

 B.  ___________ . – James 5:7b

   

II.  Involves the _____________ of Christ. – James 5:8-9  

 A.  With ____________. – James 5:8

 B.  The whole ____________ . – Galatians 5:22-23

 C.  No ______________ against each other.

 D.  _________________ and ____________ will be judged.

   

III.  Patience even in ______________ . 

  A.  Speaking even while ______________ . – James 5:10

 B.  ________ . – James 5:11

   

IV.  Patient and careful with __________ . – James 5:12

 A.  _________ take an oath.

 B.  _________  your oaths. – James 4:15

 C.  Just say “______” or “ ______.”

Notes:
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