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Blessed to be a Child of the King
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

(Master/Ruler) and therefore our Savior.  He then 
adopts us as His children.  Galatians 4:5-7 (NLT) 5  
God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves 
to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own 
children. 6  And because we are his children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompt-
ing us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 7  Now you are no 
longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you 
are his child, God has made you his heir.

As His child, God loves us so much that He provides 
everything that we need in order 
to grow and mature so that we 
can accomplish His purposes in 
and through us.  We are meant 
to love and serve Him in order 
to bring glory and honor to Him 
and point others to Him.  He will nurture us with 
all of His love and provisions.  He will also guide 
and direct us with His instructions and corrections.  
All of this sounds great, except for the “corrections.”  
We all like His love, provisions, and even His in-
structions.  But when it comes to corrections, that 
does not fit in with our concepts and desires of joy.  
However, because of God’s tremendous love for us, 
He will not allow us to be undisciplined and mov-
ing down a road of destruction.  He will correct and 
punish us when necessary in order for us to become 
more and more like Him.  Sometimes He allows 

The primary purpose in Jesus coming to this world, 
living a perfect and holy life, and dying on the cross 

was to give us all the opportunity 
for “eternal life,” not a convenient 
and comfortable life here on earth.  
Therefore, He offers to everyone the 
choice to become His child, but we 
must choose to accept and embrace 
Him.  Not to choose is the same as 

choose to reject Him.  Jesus said in Matthew 12:30 
(NLT)  “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and 
anyone who isn’t working with me is actually work-
ing against me.  So, in Christian living, there can be 
no such thing as “sitting on the fence.”  One has to 
realize what scripture is saying in Revelation 3:15-
16 (NLT) 15  “I know all the things you do, that you 
are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or 
the other! 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, 
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth!  
Thinking that we are right with the Lord might be 
simply falling into the devil’s trap of deception.  
Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT) 21  “Not everyone who calls 
out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my 
Father in heaven will enter. 22  On judgment day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in 
your name and cast out demons in your name and 
performed many miracles in your name.’ 23  But I will 
reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who 
break God’s laws.’ 

However, when we lay down all of our excuses and 
burdens and confess our sins and failures to Jesus, 
we are beginning to move in the right direction.  We 
also must come to the point of repenting and turning 
away from our sins by turning to Jesus and asking 
Him to forgive us of all of our sins.  Then finally we 
must surrender and submit all of our life to Him.  In 
other words, we have to let Him become our Lord 

       (continued on next page)
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trials, challenges, and even persecutions to help to mold and shape us.  This week, I gained a new 
perspective as I watched a YouTube video about the sufferings of the Chinese underground church.  It 
enlightened me and I want to share some thoughts with you.

A Chinese evangelist, was imprisoned for years and now is 
free, was not totally free because he was being hunted by the 
government police.  This caused him to have to be separated from his 
family, for their safety.  He was confronted with the thought of his 
teachings and thoughts on suffering.  He was asked, “What is your concept of suffering and what does it 
accomplish?”  Many were understanding that if you are faithful through all of the suffering, you will earn 
eternity with God in Heaven.  He thought nothing wrong of this until confronted with that question and 
realized that he couldn’t be right because that would be working for our salvation.  He knew that we are 
saved through grace, not through works.  Then he was confronted with another question.  “Do you endure 
suffering in order to get God’s blessings?”

Both of these questions caused him to go into some deep soul searching.  Allowing others to question his 
teaching caused them all to search for a good understanding of suffering.  This led them to others who 
emerged out of severe suffering that helped to enlighten him.  He was also cast into a deep personal despair 
and suffering at the same time.  In his pain and despair, he caught himself being angry at God and blaming 
him.  His complaint went something like, “Why are you doing this to me?  I have sacrificed so much for 
you and have served you by helping so many people.  Why are you doing this to me?”

This brought him to the realization that maybe all of his motives for serving the Lord and sacrificing for 
Him were wrong.  Why was he blaming God?  He slowly, but surely, came to the conclusion that since he 
was doing and sacrificing so much for the Lord, that the Lord “OWED” him more than he was getting.  

He then slowly began to realize that in Revelation 21:27 (NLT)  Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, 
nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—but only those whose names are written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  Then he also realized that like the Apostle Paul, he was still a great sinner.  
1 Timothy 1:15 (NLT)  This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all.  He then began to see that the Lord allows 
trials and suffering to shape and to refine us into people who are worthy of Him.  Malachi 3:3 (NLT)  He 
will sit like a refiner of silver, burning away the dross. He will purify the Levites, refining them like gold 
and silver, so that they may once again offer acceptable sacrifices to the LORD.  He uses all of our trials 
and suffering to shape and to refine us into people who are worthy to enter into Heaven, because nothing 
evil will be allowed to enter.  When we complain about our sufferings and ask the Lord why, we have a 
mistaken perspective on the Word of God.  His love and grace provides us opportunities for the refiner’s 
fire to burn out all of the impurities in our lives so that we can be presented pure and holy before our Lord 

and Savior.  He is to be greatly praised and glorified for He truly loves and 
cares for us.  Take the time to pray and to seek the Lord about the trials and 
challenges in your life and let Him lead you to loving Him with all of your 
heart, mind, and soul.  God bless and keep you.

   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Aug.  25  Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F,
       Dre F
 Sept.   1   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V, Lauryn I,
       Riley S
 Sept.   8   Team 3: Francis C, Char C,  Davin G,   
                   Wayne S, Jadelyn V

 Sept.  15  Team 4: Joanne R., Jezra S, Kayla R,
       Kaitlyn R

Announcements
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Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of  August 29-31

Team 5
Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 

Josie Y*, Steffen Y, Andy S

Week of  Sept. 5-7
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  Sept. 12-14
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  Sept. 19-21
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as many 

hands make LIGHT work.  

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019  Tuesday 5-9 PM
Valley Isle Fellowship hosts 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING

Featuring :Dr Adam Groza - Preparing your Leaders to be bold 
in Sharing their Faith  and

Dr. Jeff Iorg - Developing Leaders in your Church
To register go online at hpbaptist.net/events

$10 per person includes meal and conference
Please make checks payable to 

Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention 
note your name in the memo and 
  Mail it to : 2042 Vancouver Drive 

     Honolulu, HI 96822 
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New Horizons

The morning sun shot a gradient of orange from silhouetted mountain peaks. I 
(Dakota) hiked up Engineer Mountain to camp on the summit to behold God’s 
beauty. This moment came to mind as I reflected on some of my most memorable times with 
God. I remember reading my bible, snug in my sleeping bag, praising God for his faithful-
ness in my life. I then began to wonder, with excitement, how he would work in the future.

Seven years later and God has still been faithful throughout all He’s done in and through 
our lives. Now, Rachael and I are wondering, with similar excitement, what God has in store 
for us. As many of you may know from our previous newsletters, this year has been an 
uphill battle, to say the least. We are worn and weary from this past season of life, yet we 
remain hopeful in the One who promises that the work He began in us, He will complete. I 
personally have dealt with many challenges and struggles mainly in the form of depres-
sion. Though that is vague, I am still trying to figure out what is going on. This, as you can 
imagine, has created an array of difficulties for Rachael and I. I never thought when I gazed 
into that sunrise with excitement for the future that God, in His sovereignty, planned for Rachael 
and I to go through this hard season. He began and will complete us—His grace is sufficient.

We are heading into a new season, or new horizon, the remainder of this year. After much prayer 
and discussion with staff and other counsel, Rachael and I are taking a Partial-Sabbatical for the 
next 5-6 months.

What does that mean? We are still formally on Master Plan Ministries staff but will be putting 
ministry responsibilities on hold for a season. Then, in December we will meet with the MPM 
Administration team to discuss our future assignment.

What will this Partial-Sabbatical look like? We will focus on personal healing, development and 
evaluating our calling in college ministry. We will be seeking outside work to supplement our 
income during this period. Therefore, from October 2019 to January 2020, we will not depend on 
financial support. If support/donations are sent to MPM they will be earmarked for our account 
as usual.

We are extremely grateful for your faithful financial and prayerful support over the past 5 years! 
We want to stay in touch during this 5-6 month timeframe by sending out 2-3 updates to keep 
you in the loop. We want to emphasize we are taking this step by faith to invest in our marriage 
and ourselves and to ensure our longevity in ministry. Though we are seeking God in evaluating 
where He is leading, we want to clearly state that there is a strong possibility we will continue 
campus ministry at FLC. May the Lord’s will be done!

                       (continued on next page)
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Our summer hasn’t been without some really sweet 
times! For starters, we praise God in celebrating 
our fifth year anniversary this past July! 
We escaped into the mountains, camped, explored 
lakes and biked around the rocky alpine. We 
enjoyed the time spent together out in God’s great 
outdoors.

The 2019 Discipleship Legacy Project is officially in the books! The 8 students that attended 
the 7 week-long project were impacted in many ways and gained a faith-stretching under-
standing of their relationship with God. We were blessed to be a part of most of the project, 
witnessing students take steps of faith in forming habits to spend time with the Jesus every morning. 
Rachael and I both had students we have been discipling attend, Michael and Sophie. It’s a 
special thing to see a student outside of the context of 
campus ministry taking ownership to grow in their faith. 
One day Michael came to me and said,” Can I ask you a 
question?” “Of course, dude,” I responded. With a look 
of seriousness, he asked, “What do you think about 
baptism?” We talked, looked at some scripture and then 
he asked, “I think I want to be baptized.” That day two 
other guys from another visiting ministry were getting 
baptized as well. Michael was nervous, hesitant and 
confident all at once. Later on, he asked me, “Will you baptize me?” “Yes!” I said with a smile. 
It was an honor to be a part of and see Michael trust God in this step of obedience and brings 
tears of joy and thankfulness to my eyes as I write this. Praise God for his faithfulness. What He 
began, He will complete.

We thank God for you. We pray that the grace 
of God will abound to you more and more and 
the truth found only in our Lord Jesus Christ will 
fill your hearts with joy everlasting! We know 
that many of you pray for us daily and we are so 
grateful and humbled. During this season we are 
desperate for God to move in our lives and we 
want to ask if you will partner with us in consistent 
prayer?

Please Pray for:
 

Healing, development & growth individually
Seeking God’s will for us this next season
Growth and strengthening in our marriage 

For us to grow in communication
Jobs we can use to reach others for Jesus
Evaluating our calling for college ministry

God to work in students’ lives

Copyright © 2019 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
MPM mailing address is:
Master Plan Ministries 

PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302

      New Horizon



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*American Peoples
Please pray for a Brazilian couple who are serving in a Muslim country. The wife is a doctor and is working in a 
hospital, and the husband has several men whom he is discipling. Pray for their children and for protection for the whole 
family. Pray for Brazilian Baptists to continue to support this missionary endeavor through prayer and finances.
* Hindus of Karnataka State, India
(car-NAH-tuh-kuh) - A number of pastors and leaders from 18 different districts across Karnataka state were recently 
trained to use simple tools to engage the lost, to share the gospel, and to gather and disciple, in new groups, those who 
decide to follow Jesus. They were challenged to reteach these tools to the people they shepherd as well as other leaders. 
Please pray that they and others will faithfully follow this pattern. Ask that the Holy Spirit will work mightily through 
them so that this will become a neverending cycle, resulting in the multiplication of healthy churches in every place and 
among every people in Karnataka. “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what 
you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also” (2 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV).
*Northern Coastal Peoples of Mozambique
The missionary returned home that day with a heavy heart. He’d been to many funerals, but this one was different. The 
number of people, the amount of prayers recited . . . in the attendees’ eyes, this man was the greatest of the greats. Every 
person present dreams of a funeral like that. They work their whole lives so that on that final day, everyone will show up 
for them. The best cars will be used to transport them. The most important people will vouch for them. All of this proves 
an eternity in paradise, they believe. Oh, how they’ve missed the point! So many in these coastal villages of northern 
Mozambique strive their whole lives to be glorified on that final day. When confronted with the truth, many first ask: “If 
I follow, who will bury me when I die?” Unfortunately, when someone does choose to follow Jesus, their community 
abandons them, which to these people means that no one will be at their funeral--which means eternal suffering. Pray 
that the eyes of these people will be opened and that the mindset drilled into them since birth will be overtaken by the 
truth. May the power of the gospel and the desire to walk with the Father overtake their desire to be “buried well” so 
their souls can live forever. Pray that instead of working their whole lives for that final day, they’ll live their lives in 
freedom, knowing that their eternity is sealed through faith in their Savior.

INDIANAPOLIS, IN

1,951,882 people live in metro 
Indianapolis

72.2% of the population is 
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
16,973 Indianapolis residents

“Pray that Jesus will not only send us church planters but establish healthy churches that will continue to reach our 
great city.” - Mark Neal, Indianapolis Send City Missionary
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Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Sin’s Beginning and End
Genesis 4:1-16

I.   Cain and Abel. – Genesis 4:1-2
     A. Born out of ________.

     B. Lord ____________ even through sin.

     C. God gives ____________.

II.  Not just the gift. – Genesis 4:3-7
     A. Cain ______________ some of his crops. – v. 3

     B. Abel brought the _________ of the firstborn. – v. 4

     C.  ______________ and ____________.

III. Actions start with Thoughts. – Genesis 4:8-16
     A. Sin begins with _____________. – v. 5-6

     B. Evil thoughts degrade into evil __________. – v. 8a

     C. Evil plans fulfilled with evil ____________. – v. 8b

 – James 1:14-15 
     D. Evil is brought to __________. – v. 9-10

     E. Severe judgment follows severe ________. – v. 11-14

     F. Still __________ exists in judgment. – v. 15-16



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

 August 2019
      25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      28 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      29 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study
      31 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share 

 September 2019
       1 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service
       2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
 Labor Day Holiday- Office Closed

       4 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       5 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study

       8 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
          12:00 pm - Ministry Leaders Meeting
    6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      11 6:30 pm - Youth Night      
      12 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study

      15 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
          12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      16 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      17   5:00 pm - HPBC Leadership Training 
      18 6:30 pm - Youth Night      
      22 9:00 am - Worship Service 

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm

- 9- 

Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class at 244-0865



I Wish We’d All Been Ready
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

I.   The ___________. – 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a
     A. Clarity – about the coming of Jesus. – v. 1
     B. Shaken or alarmed. – v. 2
 - John 10:25-27
     C. Emphasis.

II.  The ______________. – 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a
     A. Great rebellion – against God.
     B. Man of lawlessness.
     C. Does not need to be identified.

III. Its ______________. – 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12
     A. Held back. – v. 6
     B. Right time. – v. 6
     C. Already secretly begun. – v. 7

IV. The _________ __________. – 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
     A. The saved. – v. 13
     B. Believed and received. – v. 14a
     C. Sharing in the glory of Jesus. – v. 14b
     D. Encouraged to stand firm. – v. 15
     E. Find comfort and strength in Jesus. – v. 16-17


