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On The Lord’s SideOn The Lord’s Side
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

You may be asking, “what are you talking about, Stephen?”  You may be asking, “what are you talking about, Stephen?”  
Let me be very upfront with you.  There are so many examples Let me be very upfront with you.  There are so many examples 
of how this is taking place, but let me general and brief in my of how this is taking place, but let me general and brief in my 
remarks, but know that in this small space, I cannot cover it remarks, but know that in this small space, I cannot cover it 
all:all:
     1. Christians are giving up a Biblical World view and       1. Christians are giving up a Biblical World view and  
         replacing it with the world’s view.         replacing it with the world’s view.
      2. The Biblical standard of having “No other gods, except                      2. The Biblical standard of having “No other gods, except                
          our Lord God Almighty, has been replaced with having           our Lord God Almighty, has been replaced with having 
         many gods, including making ourselves our own god.         many gods, including making ourselves our own god.
     3. Seeking to first bring harmony among all men rather      3. Seeking to first bring harmony among all men rather 
         than first seeking harmony with our Lord.         than first seeking harmony with our Lord.
     4. Instead of seeking for total sacrifice, we seek minimal      4. Instead of seeking for total sacrifice, we seek minimal 
         sacrifice that satisfies us rather than pleases Jesus.         sacrifice that satisfies us rather than pleases Jesus.
     5. Instead of being bold soldiers of our Lord, we have      5. Instead of being bold soldiers of our Lord, we have 
         become whining and camouflaged observers.         become whining and camouflaged observers.
These are but small examples of how we are breaking the These are but small examples of how we are breaking the 
heart of the Lord by rebelling against Him.  What lies before heart of the Lord by rebelling against Him.  What lies before 

us, if we continue this trend, is us, if we continue this trend, is 
that we will begin to turn against that we will begin to turn against 
Godly consult and Godly leaders.  Godly consult and Godly leaders.  
2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NLT) 2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NLT) 33  For a   For a 
time is coming when people will time is coming when people will 
no longer listen to sound and no longer listen to sound and 
wholesome teaching. They will wholesome teaching. They will 
follow their own desires and will follow their own desires and will 

look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching 
ears want to hear. ears want to hear. 44 They will reject the truth and chase  They will reject the truth and chase 
after myths.  after myths.  Dear people of VIF, this verse should be seen Dear people of VIF, this verse should be seen 
as talking about us and the times that we are living in right as talking about us and the times that we are living in right 
now.  Let’s not fall to hearing things that only appeal to our now.  Let’s not fall to hearing things that only appeal to our 
itching ears and only hearing the things that we want to hear, itching ears and only hearing the things that we want to hear, 
instead of the things that we need to hear!instead of the things that we need to hear!
You don’t want to fall into the same situation that the people You don’t want to fall into the same situation that the people 

AAss you look back on your Bible studies, I’m sure you  you look back on your Bible studies, I’m sure you 
will recall the story of Moses and the Lord being will recall the story of Moses and the Lord being 
disappointed at the decision of the nation of Israel disappointed at the decision of the nation of Israel 

refusing to go into the Promised Land.  refusing to go into the Promised Land.  
The evaluation founded on man’s The evaluation founded on man’s 
wisdom and fears caused them to make wisdom and fears caused them to make 
a decision that broke the heart of God.  a decision that broke the heart of God.  
Someone once said, “those who do not Someone once said, “those who do not 
study history will repeat history.”  My study history will repeat history.”  My 
prayer is that we will not repeat this prayer is that we will not repeat this 
history, but rather that we will learn from this tragic history.history, but rather that we will learn from this tragic history.
After the report from the spies, the people were terrified.  But After the report from the spies, the people were terrified.  But 
look at the response of Moses and Aaron: look at the response of Moses and Aaron: Numbers 14:5-9 Numbers 14:5-9 
(NLT)(NLT)  55  Then Moses and Aaron fell face down on the ground   Then Moses and Aaron fell face down on the ground 
before the whole community of Israel. before the whole community of Israel. 66  Two of the men who   Two of the men who 
had explored the land, Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of had explored the land, Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of 
Jephunneh, tore their clothing. Jephunneh, tore their clothing. 7 7  They said to all the people  They said to all the people 
of Israel, “The land we traveled through and explored is a of Israel, “The land we traveled through and explored is a 
wonderful land! wonderful land! 88  And if the LORD is pleased with us, he   And if the LORD is pleased with us, he 
will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a rich will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a rich 
land flowing with milk and honey. land flowing with milk and honey. 9 9  Do not rebel against the  Do not rebel against the 
LORD, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land. They LORD, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land. They 
are only helpless prey to us! They have no protection, but the are only helpless prey to us! They have no protection, but the 
LORD is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!” LORD is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!” 
But the whole community rebelled to the point of wanting But the whole community rebelled to the point of wanting 

to stone Joshua and Caleb.  The to stone Joshua and Caleb.  The 
most critical response to all of this most critical response to all of this 
comes from the Lord.  comes from the Lord.  Numbers Numbers 
14:11-12 (NLT) 14:11-12 (NLT)   11 11 And the And the 
LORD said to Moses, “How long LORD said to Moses, “How long 
will these people treat me with will these people treat me with 
contempt? Will they never believe contempt? Will they never believe 
me, even after all the miraculous me, even after all the miraculous 
signs I have done among them? signs I have done among them? 
1212 I will disown them and destroy  I will disown them and destroy 
them with a plague. Then I will them with a plague. Then I will 

make you into a nation greater and mightier than they are!” make you into a nation greater and mightier than they are!” 
Today, I see that we are moving in Today, I see that we are moving in this same direction of this same direction of 
disobedience to the Lord and towards disobedience to the Lord and towards breaking His heart.  breaking His heart.  
The fear that the devil tempts all of The fear that the devil tempts all of us with, is having the us with, is having the 
same impact that it had on the nation same impact that it had on the nation of Israel.  Fear for of Israel.  Fear for 
our own lives and over our ways of our own lives and over our ways of comfort and ease comfort and ease 
are driving us away from the Lord.  are driving us away from the Lord.  Fear of losing our Fear of losing our 
freedoms, especially in the Western freedoms, especially in the Western world, are driving us world, are driving us 
away from the freedoms that Jesus sacrificed so much just away from the freedoms that Jesus sacrificed so much just 
for us.  We are breaking the heart of the Lord and we need to for us.  We are breaking the heart of the Lord and we need to 
repent and turn back to Him, fully!  repent and turn back to Him, fully!  

(continued next page)



Studying God’s Word for 
Life Transformation and Revival

In a time where the world is telling us to base what we 
believe and what we are to do by the way we feel, we need 
to ensure that as believers we are basing what we believe 
and what we do by the Word of God. The best way to hide 
His words in our heart is to know the meaning of His words. 
In many instances when Christ was challenged, he refuted 
the challenge with the scripture that He spent the first 30 
years of His life studying. Come join for a time of discovery 
(or rediscovery) of ways to study the Bible that are impactful 
in understanding scripture in a 
deeper more meaningful way! 

Led by: Brandon Kelly 
For any questions feel free to 
contact Brandon at 268-9074

Wednesday Evenings @ 7 pm 
September 1st – October 20th 
Meeting in the Church Sanctuary

For additional information and 
to sign up, go to  https://sites.google.com/view/vifbiblestudy 
or use your camera to scan the QR code and click on the 
link at the top of your phone.  You can also sign up at the 
back table. 

On The Lord’s SideOn The Lord’s Side
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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of Israel found themselves in:  of Israel found themselves in:  Numbers 14:39-45 (NLT)Numbers 14:39-45 (NLT)  39 39  When Moses reported the LORD’s words to all the Israelites,  When Moses reported the LORD’s words to all the Israelites, 
the people were filled with grief. the people were filled with grief. 4040  Then they got up early the next morning and went to the top of the range of hills.   Then they got up early the next morning and went to the top of the range of hills. 
“Let’s go,” they said. “We realize that we have sinned, but now we are ready to enter the land the LORD has promised “Let’s go,” they said. “We realize that we have sinned, but now we are ready to enter the land the LORD has promised 
us.” us.” 41 41  But Moses said, “Why are you now disobeying the LORD’s orders to return to the wilderness? It won’t work.  But Moses said, “Why are you now disobeying the LORD’s orders to return to the wilderness? It won’t work. 4242    
Do not go up into the land now. You will only be crushed by your enemies because the LORD is not with you. Do not go up into the land now. You will only be crushed by your enemies because the LORD is not with you. 4343  When   When 
you face the Amalekites and Canaanites in battle, you will be slaughtered. The LORD will abandon you because you you face the Amalekites and Canaanites in battle, you will be slaughtered. The LORD will abandon you because you 
have abandoned the LORD.” have abandoned the LORD.” 4444  But the people defiantly pushed ahead toward the hill country, even though neither   But the people defiantly pushed ahead toward the hill country, even though neither 
Moses nor the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant left the camp. 4Moses nor the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant left the camp. 455  Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in those   Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in those 
hills came down and attacked them and chased them back as far as Hormah. hills came down and attacked them and chased them back as far as Hormah. 
Being proven wrong and being humiliated on top of that, is what all who rebel against the Lord will face.  Then we will Being proven wrong and being humiliated on top of that, is what all who rebel against the Lord will face.  Then we will 

also have to face His punishment and rejection.  There is a window of opportunity for us to respond also have to face His punishment and rejection.  There is a window of opportunity for us to respond 
favorably to the Lord, but it will be only open temporarily.  Don’t test the Lord by coming to the point favorably to the Lord, but it will be only open temporarily.  Don’t test the Lord by coming to the point 
where it is too late.  When it is too late, it is too late and changing your mind will have no effect.  Now where it is too late.  When it is too late, it is too late and changing your mind will have no effect.  Now 
is the time to respond to Him by repenting and begging for His forgiveness.  Then we have to give our is the time to respond to Him by repenting and begging for His forgiveness.  Then we have to give our 
lives totally to Him.  Don’t wait, but give up and give in to Him and to Him alone.lives totally to Him.  Don’t wait, but give up and give in to Him and to Him alone.
The world is showing us what not to do.  We need to be showing the world what needs to be done.  The world is showing us what not to do.  We need to be showing the world what needs to be done.  
Let’s be a light to the world so that they will be able to see the grace, mercy, and the love of Jesus!  Let’s be a light to the world so that they will be able to see the grace, mercy, and the love of Jesus!  
God bless you all as you repent and give Him your all!!!God bless you all as you repent and give Him your all!!!

Women, you are invited!Women, you are invited!

A 6-week Bible Study

Getting to Know the Getting to Know the 
Holy SpiritHoly Spirit

SaturdaysSaturdays

starting September 11, 2021starting September 11, 2021

4 - 5 p.m.4 - 5 p.m.

A Bible Study seeking knowledge 
of the Holy Spirit and 

why Jesus said it was so 
important for Him to leave.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and  self-control.
 Against such things there is no law.

Galatians 5:22-23 NIGalatians 5:22-23 NIVV



Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and they need your support. 

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us. 1 John 5:14 ESV
     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |   Eugene Fontanilla | 

Wayland Kam | Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso
Pray for your next pastorʻs wife . . .

Pray that God will help her adapt to the Hawaii culture.

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and 
maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you. But I want you to understand that the head of every 

man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.”  1Cor 11:1-3 ESV                  

Announcements
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The VIF PSC has been hard at work.

With the team responsibilities defined, we have spent the last few months:  team building; creating an information 
base for a pastoral candidate to view and better understand Valley Isle Fellowship; creating the documents we will 
be requesting a potential candidate to submit; and working to finalize both where we advertise our pastor search, and 
how to receive applications.  Thank you for your participation in both the Survey and the Demographic Questionnaire.  
As we seek the leading of the Spirit, it is good to know what the members are thinking on important attributes and 
gifts of a potential candidate. And the demographic information will give an applicant a general understanding of the 
makeup of our church family. So, thank you, thank you, thank you for your input and insights.

On Sundays the team meets to finalize individual projects, review the timeline, and initiate projects for the next phase 
(which means homework for members :-). 

The committee has met every Wednesday to share a devotional and pray for our government leaders, VIF and its 
leaders, the man God has already designed to be the next pastor, and for REVIVAL in VIF, Maui, and the world.

On the current timeline, we anticipate being ready to receive applications in the beginning of September.  More 
information on how to submit interest in the position will be available then. We anticipate leaving the application 
process open for 6 weeks in order to allow candidates time to work on their application and then submit it to us.

If you have any questions or thoughts, please feel free to contact Jennifer Bagoyo at (808) 281-6551 or Don Booth 
at (808) 495-1628. 

Please join us in prayer to work thoughtfully as we seek to discern God’s leading.

We are better together!

Jennifer Bagoyo, Chair
Don Booth, Vice Chair
Pam Edwards, Corresponding Secretary
Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary, alternate
Eugene Fontanilla
Darin Olaso
Wayland Kam, alternate 



Announcements

Childcare Childcare 
and and 

Sunday SchooSunday School l 
during our 10:30 am service 

Infant-2 years  
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
 Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(808-264-0397) 
or Josie (808-264-8142)

Join a Join a Cleaning TeamCleaning Team

Teams of  4-6 each are once again being formedTeams of  4-6 each are once again being formed
to clean the bathrooms and worship center to clean the bathrooms and worship center 

each week on a rotation basis each week on a rotation basis 
((anytime betweenThursday through Saturdayanytime betweenThursday through Saturday) ) 

Sign-up chart at back table  Sign-up chart at back table  

Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or Sign-up to join a team, get a friend or 
your family to join you and sign-up together!your family to join you and sign-up together!

Your Help Is Needed . . .
Yard Maintenance

Help (men and women) 
needed to care 

for our property . . . 
(mow, weed whack, pull weeds, etc.)

Previous experience 
not necessary 

Sign-up at the back table 
or call the church office  244-0865

Questions?  See Paul Yamamura  

Youth Weekly Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday, 8/25Wednesday, 8/25
will bewill be

virtual onlyvirtual only
7:00 p.m 

For log-on information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m. online6:30 p.m. online

For log-in 
information contact 

Pastor  Stephen 
(808)419-8100
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Southeast Asian Peoples - Pastor Ong* lives in a Southeast Asian mountain community and oversees a seminary facility 
for 40 students and a dorm that houses 100 mountain village children who come to the bigger city to attend school. Every 
year, Pastor Ong buys 15 piglets. Ten provide fresh meat throughout the school year, and five are sold at the school’s end to 
pay for next year’s piglets. Additionally, a massive garden provides fresh vegetables for the students. The students look after 
the pigs and garden, learning farming and animal skills. It’s a good system. Last year, swine flu ravaged the pig farm, killing 
all the pigs and leaving no extra funds for a new herd. Pastor Ong prayed, wondering how God would provide. Unbeknownst 
to Pastor Ong, Pastor Santi* shared with an IMB representative named Andrew* about Pastor Ong’s dilemma. Andrew 
was looking for community development projects. They visited Pastor Ong and determined that the pig farm supported 
local community development for the advancement of the gospel. Recently, Pastor Santi and Andrew made a second trip to 
meet the delivery truck laden with pigs. Praise God, who answered Pastor Ong’s prayers through the ongoing generosity of 
missions offerings funneled through IMB personnel! (*names changed)

•Muhajirs of Pakistan (mow-HAH-jers) - In mid-August, Shia Muhajirs will be commemorating the death of one of their 
beloved founders, Ali. Talking to Shia people about the 10th day of the Islamic month of Muharram is always a very solemn 
talk. These conversations can often easily become a bridge to the gospel as believers discuss that Jesus willingly was tortured 
and killed so that those who believe may be raised to new life in Him. Please pray for the Shia Muhajirs who have had this 
conversation with believers. Ask the Holy Spirit to remind them of what Jesus did and to bring them to faith in Christ alone.

•Central Asian Peoples - As violence and desperation spread in Afghanistan, pray that God would intervene and glorify His 
name in this tragic situation. Please pray for Afghan believers whose lives are being threatened. Ask God to give them courage 
and strength and to help them be light to those around them. Pray for seekers, asking that they will find God and put their hope 
in Him, and that the millions of Afghans who have never heard the gospel will have an opportunity to hear. Pray as well for 
the neighboring countries as they attempt to host the surge of refugees coming out of Afghanistan.

•Fulani of Western Niger (foo-LAH-nee) - Over a year ago, you were first asked to pray for Alan,* who is a Fulani 
evangelist in rural Western Fulani villages. He has shared in many villages and has seen some people accept Jesus. Recently, 
Alan became very sick after a village trip. He went to the main local hospital and also a private clinic and was misdiagnosed 
in both places. Finally, at a private Christian clinic, Alan received a correct diagnosis and treatment. Give thanks to the Father 
for this clinic and for Alan’s recovery! He will continue to take medication, but he has returned to the villages to share Christ 
with the Fulani. (*name changed).

“Pray that God will raise up church planters in Kansas City. Pray for our Send Network to work towards unity within 
our city, Pray that our pastors will join together to plant more churches in the city.” - Matt Miller, Kansas City Send 
City Missionary
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KANSAS CITY, MOKANSAS CITY, MO

2,042,2722,042,272
people live in

metro Kansas City

71%71%
of the population is

estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
7,7657,765

Kansas City residents



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today we‘re going to pray for a man we’ll call Jay Mason. But that’s not his real name.

He serves in the Middle East and it’s best that we do not get any more specific than that. We 
support him through our Cooperative Program giving.

Jay moved to a nation in the Middle East in 2013, just as the government there gave Christian 
churches new freedom. Jay was able to plant a new church that has grown steadily. This is an 
amazing opportunity that has never happened there before. Jay knows God made it all happen.

Jay’s ministry is more than a little difficult and dangerous. But he prepared for ministry by studying 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. It’s one of the six seminaries 
our church supports through our Cooperative Program giving.

Our students pay much lower tuition than students at other schools, because our Cooperative 
Program helps lower costs.

Let’s pray for our missionary we’re calling Jay.

And let’s thank the Lord for our fine seminaries like Southern, which are preparing pastors and 
missionaries to minister effectively and share Christ, even in some of the hardest places in the 
world.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

22    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
23    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
25    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom  
29    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #2)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
30    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

  1    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
   “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #1

  5    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  6    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  8    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
   “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #2
11    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #1

12    9:00 am   1st Worship Service  
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service                            
            Childcare/Sunday School (Team #1)
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
13    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
15    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom 
   “Studying Godʻs Word...” Session #3
17    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry - “Getting to Know the 
              Holy Spirit” - Session #2
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI    96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

August 2021August 2021

September 2021September 2021



The Deceit of RichesThe Deceit of Riches
James 5:1-6James 5:1-6

I.  Riches will _______________ you. – James 5:1-3a

 A. The rich are those who have ________ than ___________ .  

     -  Luke 12:16-21

 B. Riches can be a _____________.

 C. Many times, riches become a __________ . – James 5:1b-3a

II.  Riches will ___________  ____________  you. – James 5:3b-4

 A. Hoarding ________________ and ___________ selfishness, 

      self-centeredness.

 B. Cannot be __________ and will be _____________ .

 C. The ______________ of the _____________ will reach the Lord.

III.  Riches _____________ in, exposes _________ . – James 5:5-6

 A. Living in  ______________________ luxury.

 B. Impact on  _________ . – James 5:5b

 C. The ___________ that you can  ________ to. – James 5: 6

Notes:
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