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Powerful Christian Living
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

these inmates threatened to kill them.  Others pas-
sively listened to them.  But there were others who 
showed sincere interest.  Pastor Houmayoun said, “I 
was simply telling my testimony and telling about 
the good news of the gospel and stories from the 
Bible and God gave me wisdom about who was open 
and how much to share.”

Their love and dependence on the Lord Jesus 
Christ is very impressive and inspiring.  Pastor 
Houmayoun is quoted as saying, “During the times 
when we were under pressure, God was reminding 
us of these verses and strengthening us through the 
parts we memorized.”  He said that God was say-
ing to him, “I brought you here to purify you and 
make sure your life fully belongs to me.  Even if 
you are in the fire, I want to refine you too.”  What 
a tremendous faith and loyalty to the Lord especial-
ly with all that he was facing. Pastor Houmayoun, 
his family, and his leaders were eventually released 
and since their release have immigrated out of Iran.  
They continue to love and serve the Lord in their 
new home, but yearn to return to their home of Iran 
to share with other Iranians and especially with 
their fellow inmates.  Pastor Houmayoun says that 
prison really refined him.  “We Iranian people are 
really arrogant, and prison crushed me to make me 
humble.  I’m not saying that I am a humble person 
now, but I really changed and I’m, much better now.”

If you were to see Jesus alive and well in the lives of 

Today’s morning sermon brings 
us to 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12.  A 
section of this passage says: 2 
Thessalonians 1:5 (NLT) 5  And 
God will use this persecution to 
show his justice and to make you 
worthy of his Kingdom, for which you are suffering. It 
is hard to understand how God can use persecution to 
show His justice and to make us worthy of His King-
dom.  However as I was reading through the April 
2019 issue of the Voice of the Martyrs Newsletter, I 
came across this story entitled: “Sharing God’s Word 
in the Depths of ‘Hell.’”  This article helped me to 
better understand 2 Thessalonians 1:5.  

This article contained a photograph of a street scene 
of an Iranian city.  The caption read, “Thirty years 
of Islamic rule have convinced many Iranians that 
Islam is a false religion.”  This is because they see 
the Bible come alive in the lives of people like 
Pastor Houmayoun.  These are people who have 
fallen so in love with the Lord that they have also 
fallen in love with those throughout Iran, no matter 
what their situations or conducts may be.  They are 
willing to love and serve the Lord no matter what the 
consequences may be.  

Pastor Houmayoun was leading a prayer meeting in 
his home about 7 years ago when the secret police 
stormed their home and arrested him, his wife, their 
17 year old son, and 4 other church leaders.  After 
several days of interrogation they were told to keep 
quiet about what and why the events of the past few 
days happened to them and they were moved into 
a public prison of nearly 6,000 prisoners.  How-
ever, these lovers and followers of Jesus Christ “felt 
compelled to obey a higher authority.”  They saw 
their imprisonment as an opportunity to share the 
love of Jesus with their fellow inmates.  Some of 

       (continued on next page)



- 2 -

Powerful Christian Living
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

people like Pastor Houmayoun, wouldn’t that have an impact on your life?  Because Iranians are seeing 
men, women, and even children who have fallen so deeply in love with Jesus, they are beginning to see 
that Islam is a false religion.  They are not seeing radical love and compassion coming from the radical 
Islamic extremists.  Instead, they see a lot of hate and evil.

As we see how powerful these Christians in persecuted nations are, do you 
think that we could and should change our perspectives on the trials and 
tribulations that we face and go through?  If we were to change our attitudes 
and stop running from these tribulations, and to start looking to see how 
God’s love and grace are being showered down upon us in great measure in 
spite of tremendous pain and agony, do you believe that we might also be 
able to live powerful lives that others would see Jesus alive and well within 
us?  Is God making it too difficult for us, or do will need to have a change of perspective and therefore a 
change of heart?  Let’s seek to live our lives with the motto burned into our hearts – “To Him be all the 
honor and glory through every circumstance that we may face, no matter what the cost.” 
                                                

      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Feel God pulling you into deeper 
fellowship with the family?

Wondering how He could use you to 
LOVE GOD, 

LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES  SMALL GROUPS  

MISSIONS   PARKING   YARD WORK
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get 
plugged in!

Ministry Leaders Meeting September 8 at 12 
Noon. Please save the date.  Please notify your 
ministry team members to attend.  Lunch will 
be provided.  A committed head count will be 
needed.  

There is a New file box at the back table with your name on a 
file folder. Please pick up your budget worksheet to complete.
Please bring your worksheet to the meeting.  Thank You for 
your labour of Love for the Lord.



Pray for Mission Dignity and the 
Retirees they Serve.
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Mission: Dignity - Assisting Retired Ministers and Spouses  
100% of your Gift will go directly to Mission: Dignity recipients.



         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Aug.  18  Team 4: Joanne R., Jezra S, Kayla R,
       Kaitlyn R
    Aug.  25  Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F,
       Drezen F

               Sept.   1   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V, Lauryn I
       Riley S
   Sept.  8   Team 3: Francis C, Char C,  Davin G,  
       Wayne S, Jadelyn V

Announcements
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Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of August 22-24 

Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 

Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  August 29-31
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  Sept. 5-7
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  Sept. 12-14
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as many 

hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865

God First 
Coffee Second
Come and fellowship

(10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Would you like to serve in the fellowship

 ministry?  Contact Rosy for more 
information @ 244-8185



Announcements
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       Opportunities to Serve
 1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, 
 Lord’s Supper.
 2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
 3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & 
 restocking paper products & bathroom supplies.
 4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
 5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
 6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Yard work, 
 misc. Maintenance of building.
 7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
 bathrooms & lanais.
 8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach
  age related classes, and childcare.
 9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women  
 to teach our youth.
 10.Announcements team: Events or news.
 11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input  
 PP songs and sermons,.
 12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures 
 at events, upload to website.
 13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
 14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small  
 group.
 Contact the church office at (808) 244-0865

 COMING SOON 
TO THEATERS

High school coach John Harrison 
reluctantly agrees to take over the cross-
country team, a sport he doesn’t even 
like. His outlook soon changes when he 
meets Hannah Scott, a young runner 

who pushes herself to the limit and 
inspires those around her.

COMING SOON TO MAUI



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Sub-Saharan African Unengaged Peoples
The Beli are a relatively small Sudanic people group numbering 11,000. They live exclusively in South Sudan. 
Although there is Scripture translated into the Beli language, few of them are evangelical Christians. At present, 
there are no individuals or groups engaging the Beli with the gospel. They practice ethnic religion, which means 
that it is deeply connected to their ethnic identity as Beli. Please pray that the Beli will come to faith in Christ and 
worship him as Savior and Lord. Pray for a gospel witness among this unreached people group. “All the nations 
you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. For you are great and do 
wondrous things; you alone are God” (Psalm 86:9-10 ESV).
*Peoples of the Southwest Amazon Basin
“Our family recently returned to the field after a medical leave caused us to be away for several months. Pray that 
we will adjust well to being back in ‘Bean Town.’ Ask that our Father will guide us in reestablishing relationships 
and show us how our family can be involved in the ministry together. Also pray for continued healing and for no 
other medical issues to arise.”
*Students of South India
Trainings with young people are ongoing. In these trainings, the recipients learn what it means to share what they 
believe with others; how to help someone grow in their belief in Jesus Christ; how to build fellowship communities 
in their local areas; and, finally, how to repeat the cycle. These training opportunities are being sought by going to 
campuses and fellowships and asking the leaders if they are willing to have them. Pray that the Father will help 
more of these opportunities to be found. Ask him to motivate people to be willing to be a part of the training so they 
can learn how to build communities in the areas where they live and repeat what they learn from the training.
*Persian Peoples of the Western Diaspora
Trauma and grief are very prevalent among the Persian diaspora. Many people arrive in their host country in 
stressed and depressed states. After they are somewhat settled, the stress and depression take over, causing them to 
despair. Please be in prayer for workers as they seek new skills to minister to hurting people. Pray for opportunities 
to share trauma healing tools with believers and unbelievers in the diaspora. Ask that the gospel, which is woven 
throughout these materials, will draw unbelievers to Jesus and his healing power.

Salt Lake City, UT

2,508,519 people live in metro 
Salt Lake City

96.6% of the population is 
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
40,460 Salt Lake City residents

“Please ask God to protect our planters and their families from the rampant spiritual warfare present in our area.”- 
Travis Kerns, Salt Lake City Send City Missionary
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Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

The Bad Choice to Sin
Genesis 3:1-24

I.   The offense. – Genesis 3:1-6
     A. The _______________ is the tempter.
     B. ______________ of the tempter ______________ the tempted.
     C. The tempted’s response __________ into the __________ of the tempter.
     D. The tempter brings __________ on God’s________________.
     E. In fact, the tempter says the ______________ of what will happen.
     F. The tempted’s desire _______________.
II. The consequences. – Genesis 3:7-10
     A. ______________.
     B. ______________.
     C. ______________.
III. The prosecution. – Genesis 3:11-13
     A. Exposure ________________.
     B. The sin ______________.
     C. The blame ______________.
     D. The _____________ and the ________________ exposed.
IV. The verdict. – Genesis 3:14-19
     A. On the ____________.
     B. To the  ___________.
     C. To the ________.
     D. To ________.
V. The sentence. – Genesis 3:20-24
     A. Became like ________.
 1. When they did not know – completely under the _______________ 
 and ______________ of the Lord.
 2. To know – makes them ________________.
 3. It was a choice – to ____________.
     B. _____________.
     C. The Garden of Eden and the tree of life _______________.
  Salvation – not determined by what ________ does.
  Salvation – determined by the _________ of ________.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

 August 2019
      18 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      22 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study
      24 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share
      25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      28 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      29 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study
      31 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share 

 September 2019
       1 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service
       2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
 Labor Day Holiday- Office Closed
       4 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       5 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study

       8 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
          12:00 pm - Ministry Leaders Meeting
    6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      11 6:30 pm - Youth Night      
      12 6:30 pm - Womenʻs Bible Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMauiSenior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office to get a membership packet of reading 

materials, then schedule a membership class at 244-0865



Victory and Honor Even Through Crisis
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

I.   A  _______________ faith. – 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4
     A. You ___________ to the Lord.
     B. ____________ that grace and peace be gifted to you.
     C. _____________ for growing and flourishing.
 1. Flourishing __________.
 2. Growing __________.
     D. __________ of their endurance and faithfulness.
 1. In all _________________.
 2. In all ______________.
 3. Through all _______________.
II.  God uses ________________. – 2 Thessalonians 1:5-7a
     A. To show His ____________. – Romans 8:28
     B. To make you ___________.
 1. To be in His ____________.
 2. Suffering for Him makes you ____________.
     C. _______________ will be His. – Romans 12:19
     D. God will ____________.
 1. Will give you _________.
 2. Jesus will ___________.
 3. 1 Peter 1:5-7 
III. God assures ____________. – 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-10
     A. Angels will come with the Lord in _______________.
     B. On those ______________ to obey the Lord. – Luke 16:19-31
     C. Judgment will bring ____________ _______________.
     D. God will receive __________ and __________.
IV. A life ____________of God’s calling. – 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
     A. Keep on _____________.
 1. For God to ___________ you to live a worthy life.
 2. That He will give __________ to accomplish His call on you.
     B. Bring __________ to the Lord by the way that you live.
     C. Honored because of who your __________ is.
     D. The power of His __________.


