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Fear Not
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

certainly experiencing trials and sorrows through all 
that this Pandemic is throwing at us, but we must be 
people full of peace, not because all is going well 
for us, but because all that Jesus Christ has done, is 
doing, and will do!  Our peace is not based on our 
circumstances, but on His marvelous love, grace, and 
power!!!  At the end of this verse, it tells us to take 
heart because He has overcome the world.  He is and 
will continue to be victorious.  This is a statement of 
faith.  Therefore, when we choose to believe it and 
apply it, His peace will reign in our hearts and lives.
However, when we choose to reject it, fear and dis-
cord will reign.  2 Timothy 1:6-7 (NLT) 6  This is why 
I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God 
gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7  For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline.  Let me ask you a question.  
If God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, 
then who has?  My answer to that is that I believe 
Satan has.  Therefore, if I give in to the spirit of fear 

and timidity then I am giving myself 
to Satan.  In other words, I am let-
ting Satan be the great influencer in 
my life and in John 10:10a it says, 
“10a The thief’s purpose is to steal 
and kill and destroy.”  Therefore, 
since Satan is not looking out for my 

benefit, he will powerfully enter into my life to steal, 
kill, and destroy me and everything that I treasure.
2 Timothy 1:7b says that God gives me the spirit of 
power, love, and self-discipline.  Therefore, when I 
give my life over to Jesus, it will not be easy but He 

This article is being written on Tuesday morning 
and I know that when this is read on Sunday, August 
16th, things could change dramatically and a miracle 
could have taken place.  However, right now, things 
look discouraging as the virus count goes higher 
and more people are dying.  According to the Aug. 
11th Maui News article entitled, “Mayor Mulling 
Closure If Cases Spike,”  Mayor Victorino is quot-

ed as saying, “I don’t want 
to close down Maui, I do not 
want to take the action Oahu 
has been taking.  However, if 
the cases do not come down in 

the next week, week and a half, in fact I will say prob-
ably next week Monday (Aug. 17), if we have been 
averaging 5 to 7 cases per day over that period of 
time, I will start considering reclosing or stepping 
back our reopening of Maui County.”  Many might 
find this so discouraging that they allow discourage-
ment to turn into fear and despair.  
However, we have to do as Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 
says, “5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do 
not depend on your own understanding. 6  Seek his 
will in all you do, and he will show you which path to 
take.”  If we are going to trust in Him with all of our 
heart, it means letting the Word of God clearly speak 
to you so that you will live out His Word.  We need 
to take the Bible to be God’s personal message to us.  
One that is meant to reveal His desires to us and one 
that we passionately seek to obey.
Either the Word of God is true or it is not!  I choose 
to believe that it is true.  John 16:33 (NLT)  I have 
told you all this so that you may have peace in me. 
Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. 
But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”  
Here the Lord is telling us all of this so that we may 
have peace in an evil and corrupt world.  Peace in 
a world that is full of trials and sorrows.  We are  
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will give me all of the power that I need to obediently live for Him no matter what circumstances may 
surround.  He will give me the power to love even the unlovable that may surround me.  Finally, it will 
be difficult, but He will give me all of the self-discipline that I need in order to accomplish His will and 
purpose.  
These are unprecedented days with unprecedented circumstances, but He has already overcome the world.  
I believe it and I choose to give my life over to Jesus so that He can fill me with His power, love, and self-
discipline so that I can accomplish all of His desires for me.  What about you?  Will you stand with Jesus 
and me as we say to this world, you will not defeat me!  You will not cause me to fear or to be timid, but 
I choose to boldly love Jesus and follow Him wherever He may lead.  Yes, the days ahead may be hard, 
but Jesus will never leave or forsake us.  Let’s be bold in the mighty name of Jesus.  God bless you all!!! 

      *   *   *   *   *  
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Contact the church office 244-0865 
or see Neil Nakama



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Thai-Khorat of Thailand - (tie-koh-RAHT) - “When we made a follow-up visit to Grandpa Oscar’s* house 
after he had come to a mobile medical clinic, we discovered that he has been reading the Bible like a book. He 
started on Page 1, God’s creation, and is slowing reading through the Bible. He told us that he found the Bible at 
the local health center. Later, one of our Christian friends told us that she had left some Bibles at the health center. 
Grandpa Oscar is 78 years old, but his eyes and memory are in great shape. He is able to tell us about many of the 
stories and facts in the Bible. Once, he told us about the offerings in Leviticus. It’s been exciting to see how God 
has drawn this man to Himself! Grandpa Oscar has been coming to our Bible group meetings close to his house. 
He has confessed faith in Jesus and said that he is ready to get baptized. Pray for Grandpa Oscar to continue to 
grow in his faith.” (*name changed)
* Peoples of Madhya Pradesh, India - (MAHD-yuh pruh-DESH) - Please lift up local pastors and believers in 
one city who are going back out to share the good news and do follow-up with families that need discipleship after 
the coronavirus lockdown. Pray that they and their families will be protected from illness. If a pastor or a key fam-
ily is diagnosed with COVID-19, then the fellowship will need to be closed again temporarily. Please petition for 
their supernatural protection as they remain steadfast in obeying the Great Commission.
* People of Southern Taiwan  - Outward appearances can be deceiving. Taiwan’s cities are filled with modern 
skyscrapers, up-to-date transportation systems, international businesses, high-end stores, and restaurants that you 
would find in the most elite places around the world. At first glance Taiwan’s cities seem very similar to other 
international cities, and in many ways, they are. Taiwan is a thriving, modern society. However, it is also a society 
that operates out of a belief system rooted in superstitions, fear, fortune telling, idolatry, and ancestor worship. This 
system of belief permeates every aspect of life and in all walks of life. It especially runs deep among those in the 
working class of Taiwan. The working class makes up approximately two-thirds of the population and includes 
shop workers, small business owners, taxi and bus drivers, factory workers, restaurants workers, and manual 
laborers. The working class mainly speak Taiwanese and are largely unreached by the gospel. They are hard, dili-
gent workers who take very little time off. Pray with the Southern Taiwan Team, asking that churches will find 
creative ways to reach out to and work around the schedules of the working class. Pray especially for the work-
ing-class men to have an opportunity to hear the gospel in Taiwanese and in a way that they can understand and 
respond to. May they see the stark difference between the most high creator God, a God of love and acceptance, 
of hope and peace, to the multitude of gods they worship out of fear and obligation.
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 GENSEND
GenSend teaches college 
students how to be the hands 
and feet of Christ and share 
the gospel in everyday life. 
Pray for the students who 
will serve across North 
America during their breaks 
this school year.
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Polar Opposites
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Matthew 7:24-29

I.   ________________ and _______________. – Matthew 7:24a & Matthew 7:26a

     A. The ___________ element.

     B. The __________ response.

     C. The _____________ response.

II.  Contrasting _________________. – Matthew 7:24b & Matthew 7:26b

     A. The common ______________.

     B. A ____________ foundation.

     C. A __________ foundation.

III. ___________ for what? – Matthew 7:25 & Matthew 7:27

     A. For the ___________.

     B. For the __________.

IV. _____________ and _______________. – Matthew 7:28-29

     A. Amazing because of __________ ________________.

     B. _____________ any other.

     C. Listen and obey some other ______________ teachings:

 1. Security is not in _____________ right, but ___________ right: – Matthew 7:21-23 

 2. _____________ of false prophets: – Matthew 7:15-20 


