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tough situations.  The key is loving Him so much that 
I am willing to submit everything to Him, even my 
fears and failures.

The “Ministry of Presence” is 
where one goes into tough minis-
try situations because God is lead-
ing you to go.  You have no plan 
or agenda.  In fact, there might be 

a lot of fear bottling up within you because the slate 
is so wiped clean that you fear not having any plan 
except that you know God wants you to be there.  
Being where God desires you to be, at the time that 
He desires, are important first steps to this “Ministry 
of Presence.”  When you are in a tough ministry situ-
ation, we need to allow God’s love, mercy, and grace 
to shine through us.  We truly need to let Jesus shine 
in and through these situations and not our brilliant 
words and actions.  
Jesus is very capable of taking our weaknesses and 
using them for His glory, if we are willing enough 
to give them to Him.  He can use our presence in 
tough times, if we are there during those tough times.  
However, if we are not there, then the “Ministry of 
Presence” will also absent.  Giving all of ourselves, 
including our great weaknesses, empowers the 
“Ministry of Presence” to bring glory and honor unto 
our Lord Jesus Christ, even during times of great 
distress.
Maturing and growing in our love for Jesus Christ 
means giving our all to Him.  It means that we will 
die to self and live for Jesus.  We tend to want to bury 
and hide our weaknesses and fears, but Jesus desires 

This world is showing itself to be complex and 
difficult.  So much so that at times we are lost for 
appropriate words to say.  Have you ever been caught 
in that situation?  I, and other ministers that I fellow-
ship with, have been caught up in this dilemma.  Ex-
pressions and words seem to carry so much weight 
that the lack of appropriate words and expressions 
can cause us to shy away from ministering in difficult 
situations.  Over the years, I have discovered that the 
“Ministry of Presence” is a powerful and much need-
ed ministry that too many people shy away from.  I 
pray that you, the people of Valley Isle Fellowship, 
will grow and mature in your love and faithfulness to 
Jesus Christ and one of the ways to accomplish this 
is through the “Ministry of Presence.”
The “Ministry of Presence” is where 
the need of ministry is definitely there 
but the circumstances are very over-
whelming.  The devil would want to 
overwhelm us with petrifying fear 
and to immobilize and paralyze into 
a distant prison of despair.  It is truly 
amazing that God can take the little that we have to 
offer and turn them into power examples of His love 
and grace.  The “Ministry of Presence” is a powerful 
example of God being able to take our “almost noth-
ings” and to turn them into powerful expressions of 
His love, mercy, and grace.  
Over and over again in my life, I have seen God work 
through this “Ministry of Presence.”  As I get ready 
to go out to try and minister in tough situations, I 
realize that the words and actions that I am about to 
carry out can devastate a person if I was to say and 
do the wrong things.  However, if I was to be still 
and know that He is God, a God of love, mercy, and 
grace, and if I was to surrender all of my life to Him, 
then He could use me to accomplish His will in these 
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that we give them all to Him and to allow Him to be the Lord of everything, even our weaknesses and 
fears.  During these very difficult days that are upon us, it is so important to give it all up to Jesus.  Give 
Him all!  Give Him you!!!

      *   *   *   *   *  
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Greetings and peace to all our brothers and sisters on Maui and beyond!
It has been a busy time for the Crain’s: packing, selling, giving, unpacking and giving away more stuff!  
We are finally settled in our retirement home although not completely retired. God has given us so much 
goodness and grace!  We have enjoyed visiting relatives here in the Prescott Valley area. We Do not 
plan to travel again until October when we will visit Valley Baptist Church in Yuma. 
Some praises and requests for prayer: Katie got a job at an animal clinic just 2 miles from home!  Kathy 
is preparing to home-school Solana and Sam will be distance learning with the local High school until 
they open. Solana is visiting her grandmother on her father’s side for a few days and we miss her, but it 
is very quiet here. Our son in law, John 
O. is fixing up the trailer on the prop-
erty for he and Sam to live in. The living 
room will be full of musical instruments!  
No one we are in contact with has 
COVID-19 and we feel very safe and 
mostly healthy here. Chet sits on the 
porch every morning to enjoy coffee 
and cool weather!



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Training up Leaders in East Asia
Pray for the local pastors and partners we are continuing to invest in through online means while physically 
apart. Pray that they will continue to receive support, mentoring, and equipping even from afar. Ask that God will 
richly supply all their needs, growing them in their own spiritual lives as they lead and equip others in their local 
churches.

* Sub-Saharan African Unengaged Peoples
The Manyika are located in Mozambique and Zimbabwe and number more than 200,000. They are a spiritual 
people, animistic at their core, and have been exposed to Catholicism, the Zionist church, and related traditional 
churches. Praise God that the Manyika will not be classified as “unengaged” and “unreached” for too much longer, 
as God has called a couple to come and engage this people group! Pray for the Manyika to cut all ties with occult 
and animistic beliefs. Ask the Lord to help Ryan and Aubrey Curry to learn the language well so they can com-
municate with the Manyika about God’s love for them. Pray that God will break the power of darkness among the 
Manyika so that they are able to hear and receive the gospel.

* Southeast Asian Peoples
“Pray, Give, Go” are the active tenets in Southeast Asia. Continual and past work among the Southeast Asian 
peoples has made a lasting difference by advancing the gospel into the dark places of Buddhism, Islam, animism, 
Hinduism, Taoism, and others. Home to 640 million people and 316 unreached people groups, Southeast Asia is 
made up of 11 countries: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam. The task remains! Please pray to the Lord of the harvest, asking that He 
will raise up workers to go. “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His harvest” (Luke 10:2 HCSB).
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    HISPANIC MINISTRY
The number of Hispanic SBC 
churches grew by more than 65 
percent between 2000 and 2010, 
according to Annual Church Pro-
file statistics provided by Life-
Way Christian Resources.  Pray 
that God will raise up planters 
with a burning, God-given pas-
sion to reach Hispanics (whether 
they are first, second or third gen-

eration) by starting new, Multiplying Churches in North America, regardless of the obstacles they may face.  Pray 
for Hispanic leaders who would intentionally, by word and deed, influence the established churches and pastors 
nationwide to become Sending Churches in their geographical areas and across the U.S. and Canada.
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A Warning From the Lord
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Matthew 7:1-6 

I.    ___________. – Matthew 7:1-2

     A. _____________ others.

     B. ______________ of others.

     C. ______________ of treatment.

II. Deal with __________ before ___________. – Matthew 7:3-5

     A. Dealing with the __________.

     B. ________________ of the log.

     C. _________ with the log.

     D. _________ others.

III. Don’t be ______________. – Matthew 7:6

     A. Don’t waste your __________.

     B. Don’t waste your _____________.

     C. Evaluate your ______________.

 1. Develop a ___________ __________________ with the Lord.

 2. Seek for the Lord’s _______________.

 3. Spend your time ____________ and ______________ the Lord.

 4. Don’t waste your __________ and ____________.


