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Eagerly Taking Advantage of All of the Lord’s Opportunities
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

sacrifice, dying to self and living for Christ.  When 
we let our commitments and maybe even our own 
desires, get in the way of God’s opportunities, that 
He lovingly and abundantly provides for us, are 
we then loving Him with all of our hearts, minds, 
and souls?

I believe that if you are loving the Lord in the way 
that He desires, you will anxiously and eagerly be 
trying to take advantage of every opportunity that 
the Lord presents you with.  You will be using to 
its fullest measure the opportunities to be the best 
boss/employee that the Lord can develop you into.  
You will take on fully the opportunities to be the best 
father/mother, the best son/daughter, the best relative, 
the best friend, the best caregiver, the best neighbor, 
the best Christian, the best gospel sharer, the best 
disciple, and the best discipler 
that you can possibly be.  As you 
take full advantage of all of these 
opportunities that He presents to 
you, you will not be overwhelmed 
and you will not burn out.  But 
rather, you will reach your fullest potential in loving 
Him and being used in a glorious way by Him.  

As your love and commitment to Jesus Christ 
matures, you will also mature in your realiza-
tion of the opportunities that He is presenting to 
you.  Just because it is an opportunity for some-

For months and years you have been hearing me 
and others say that we need to love the Lord our 
God with all of our heart, mind and soul.  A big 
part of that is anxiously and eagerly striving to take 
advantage of every opportunity that the Lord 
provides for us.  Out of our Lord’s love and care 
for us, He presents many opportunities to benefit 
us all. He loves and cares for us more than we can 
possibly imagine.  Therefore, let me ask you a 
question that I hope will cause you to think seriously 
about an answer, as if you were giving the answer to 
the Lord Himself.  If you were to take advantage of 
every opportunity that the Lord presents to you, 
would that overwhelm you and burn you out?

Let me try to give you an answer 
that may be a bit controversial.  I 
believe the answer to the above 
question from God’s perspec-
tive is “No.”  This is because I 
don’t believe that God gives us 
things that are bad, and if we are 

overwhelmed and presented the possibility of being 
burned out by the opportunities that He presents, then 
those opportunities are really bad for us.  All things 
good and perfect comes from our Father above.  
He does not present us with anything that is bad.  

The real problem may be with our perspective.  We 
may be looking at them from our perspective of what 
is convenient and what might fit into the commit-
ments that we have already made.  Have we stopped 
to pray about the commitments that we made and 
whether they lined up with God’s desire for us?  
Maybe we also need to look at those commitments 
and see whether we are turning down God’s oppor-
tunities because they clash with our commitments.  
Fundamental to First Century Christianity and 
Biblical Christianity is the whole idea of 

       (continued on next page)
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one that you are close to in your Christian Community, doesn’t mean that it is an opportunity for you.  
If you let your love grow and mature to the point where you are loving Him with all of your heart, 
mind and soul, you will also know which opportunities are being presented by Him and which are 
not.  He desires to make you into the man or woman that would bring Him the greatest joy and honor.  

Remember that you need to be in love with the Lord and you should be following Him, not the person 
that you see as a good Christian.  Even the best of Christians is not perfect, but our Lord Jesus Christ is 
always perfect.  Follow Jesus, not just a good follower of Him.  He will never mislead or deceive you.  
His love for you is so perfect that He has no desire to cause you to be overloaded and burnt out.  He 
truly desires the very best for you and He will never stretch you beyond your breaking point, but He 
will move you to your fullest potential.  His love for you is so great that He will never play games with 
you and deceive you.  His Word, the Bible, makes it clear what His desire is for you.  Striving to love 
Him and to please Him will probably move you out of your comfort zone and into His glory zone as you 
bring glory and honor to Him.  Loving and trusting Him this much will cause you to accomplish all that 
He desires for us in life and maybe even in death.  Keep trained and focused on Him and He will never 
disappoint you and you will never disappoint Him.  God bless you as you move on to be all that He desires. 

                                                 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

GOSNELL
 THE TRIAL OF AMERICA’S BIGGEST 

SERIAL KILLER

July 28, 2019 – In place of our evening 
service, we will be showing the movie “Gosnell” 
starting at 5 PM.  This is the true story of a very dark 
period in US history that still continues today.  
Please rearrange your schedules to make time to 
see this very important movie.  Again that will be 
on July 28, 2019 at 5 PM and this will take the 
place of our regular 6 PM evening service.  We are 
sorry, but no child care will be provided, but this is 
such an important movie that it would be worth you 
getting a sitter for your children so that you can 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays

AUGUST 8 - SEPT. 12  
6:30 PM-8:30 PM

@ VIF

Sign up at the back table.
See Pam Edwards 

for more information.



 Christen Limbaugh Bloom: 
Here’s why you shouldn’t hide your blessings 

My husband and I attend a dinner party every Wednesday night hosted by friends at our church, “C3 NYC.” 
It’s a tradition started by Pastors Josh and Georgie Kelsey, where members of the congregation meet up 
once a week to catch up on life, trade insights about that week’s sermon and share prayer requests along 
with “praise reports.”
Praise reports are exactly what they sound like — reports of praise-worthy life events. I rarely share praise 
reports, but I almost always have prayer requests. It’s not that I’m unaware of God’s innumerable bless-
ings in my life; in fact, I try to take time every day to thank God for them while I pray. But I’ve been hesitant 
to talk about these blessings with other people because I don’t want to appear as though I’m somehow 
bragging about these gifts, especially knowing I don’t deserve them.
I know life can be incredibly unfair and challenging for many people — and I never want to come off as 
insensitive by highlighting wonderful things happening in my life. Maybe you’ve had moments like these 
as well.
But I felt gobsmacked a few weeks ago as our church group closed the evening. We went around one-by-
one, and when it came to my turn I offered my prayers and told everyone I didn‘t have a praise report that 
week. Then something so simple, yet profound happened.
It was our newest member’s turn to speak. He paused for a moment to think of what he wanted to tell us. 
I assumed he was trying to decide which prayer requests he wanted to voice, but instead he said, “Gosh. 
It’s so hard to decide which praise report to share — there is just so much to be thankful for! God is so 
good.”
A rush of emotions hit me, but the most prominent one was regret. He was right! In that moment I realized 
I had been hesitant to announce my blessings because I was giving myself way too much credit.
Every single good thing in my life — every accomplishment, comfort, loving relationship, and source of 
peace — has come directly from God (James 1:17). He deserves the praise, and ALL of the credit! Yes, He 
appreciates when I thank Him in my prayers, but I should also tell others about all of the amazing things 
He has done for me. These praise reports are my witness for Him. And as we know from the Bible, He 
blesses all of us so that we might encourage and inspire others through our testimonies of His unbeliev-
able faithfulness.
To quote Psalm 145:5-7, “I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your 
majesty, and on Your wondrous works. Men shall speak of the might of 
Your awesome acts, and I will declare Your greatness. They shall utter the 
memory of Your great goodness, and shall sing of Your righteousness.”
Moving forward, I’m going to share a praise report every week with my 
church group. And I’ll do my best to brag on Him to my family, friends, co-
workers and even acquaintances — because it should be all about Him, 
all of the time. He is sustaining me through every test and trial; the least I 
can do is give Him the credit — especially when I’m being encouraged to do so! I think our conversations, 
as well as our overall demeanor, would drastically change if we spent less time worrying about ourselves 
and more time giving God a shout-out for all the things He’s ALREADY given us.
Christen Limbaugh Bloom is the creator of Haplous, a Christian blog for women seeking peace in a stressful world. Her writing focuses 
on practical “baby steps” individuals can take when pursuing a relationship with God. Christen is a Missouri girl turned Manhattanite 
who loves God, her husband, iced coffee year-round, and connecting with other women. You can follow Christen’s blog on Instagram at @
haplous_official and her website at www.haplousofficial.com. 
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TWO-THIRDS WORLD
 NETWORK MISSION 

September 2019
TTWN will head out to the mission field this Fall 
and are looking for volunteers called by God to work 
together for His Glory.
With travel scheduled from August 30-September 
10, 2019 a team will be travelling to Indonesia from 
September 1-6 with mission centered on prayer walk, 
medical and dental clinics, and encouragement of the 
mission partners we have there. The team will head 
back to the Philippines for missions in Mindanao 
to continue on mission for Christ. Here the mission 
focus will be in the schools with sharing of Bible 
stories and teaching on dental hygiene. Both ar-
eas have a great need to know the love of Christ.

Please feel free to visit our website at: 
https://twothirdsworld.com

 If God is speaking to you about joining the team in 
September, please contact 

Vince Bagoyo (808) 357-3842 by August 15th.   
God can certainly use YOU!

These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is 
great, but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord 
who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send 

more workers into his fields.”  
Luke 10:2

May God bless you always!
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HPBC 2nd Annual Women’s Retreat
October 18-19, 2019 at Pu’u Kahea Conference Center,      

Early bird special price ends August 1st-$60       
After August 1- $75

Please make checks payable to VIF 
with memo Womenʻs Retreat

Questions? See Pam Edwards ORSign up at 
the back table.  BRING A FRIEND OR FAMILY

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of   July 25-27

Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,  

Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  August 1-3
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  August 8-10
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Elisa R.

Week of  August 15-17
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    July   21  Team 4: Joanne R., Jezra S, Kayla R,
       Kaitlyn R
    July   28  Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F,
      Kolby F
                 Aug   4   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V, Lauryn I

    Aug.  11  Team 3: Francis C, Char C,  Davin G,  
      Wayne S

Our Creator gave us the responsibility to 
maintain this property as good stewards. 

It is a large responsibility. 
Won’t you lend a helping hand as many 

hands make LIGHT work.  
Call the office at 244-0865
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 
Valley Isle Fellowship

hosts
LEADERSHIP 

TRAINING

5-9 PM
Featuring Dr Adam Groza - Preparing your 

Leaders to be bold in Sharing their Faith
and

Dr. Jeff Iorg - Developing Leaders in your Church
$10 per person includes meal and confrence
To register go online at hpbaptist.net/events

God First 
Coffee Second
Come and fellowship

(10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Would you like to serve in the fellowship

 ministry?  Contact Rosy for more 
information @ 244-8185

THANK YOU VALLEY ISLE FELLOWSHIP FOR ALL 
YOUR SUPPORT AND HELP TO SHARE THE GOOD 
NEWS WITH ALL OF OUR FRIENDS, FAMILY AND 
NEIGHBORS.

Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for our little 
ones (on a rotation basis) 

during morning worship service.
Sign-up sheet at the back table.  For 
more information, contact Josie OR 

Steffen @ 264-0397
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Evening Worship Service Notes 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Servant Leadership
1 Peter 5:1-14

I.   Example of servant leadership. – 1 Peter 5:1-4
     A.  ___________ does not exempt us from                          .
     B.  __________ and _________ over the flock entrusted to you.
     C.  ___________ the ___________________ willingly.
     D.  _________ by a good ____________.

II.  Serving with humility and trust. – 1 Peter 5:5-7
     A. Younger men to ___________ the ______________ of the elders.
     B.  __________ each other ___________.
     C. Resist __________ and humbly ___________ to God’s mighty power.
     D.  __________ God and don’t _________.

III. Be aware of the devil. – 1 Peter 5:8-10
     A. Stay __________ for the __________.
     B. The enemy is ___________ and ____________.
     C. Be ___________ and _________ in your faith.
     D.  ___________ all over the world have ________ the pace for you.
     E. Follow Jesus _______________ and He will place you on a firm _______________.

IV.  Stand firm in His grace. – 1 Peter 5:11-14
     A. To ______________ and ____________ you.
     B. Even the ___________ that challenge you are part of God’s __________ to you.
     C. Allow these trials to _____________ their full and powerful measure of grace in you.
     D. Be ________________ and ______________ that your brothers and sisters stand 
 with you.
     E. Continue to ___________ each other in Christian __________.
     F. Let God’s __________ dwell ___________ in you.



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* East Asian Peoples
Steve* was giving a message at a college service in one of the local Baptist churches in South Korea. When he was 
finished, many of the students began to talk to him. Many told him that they wanted to go and serve but couldn’t 
because their parents would not allow them to do so. The South Korean Baptist Convention has partnered with 
the International Mission Board in programs that allow students to serve six months to two years, working closely 
with IMB missionaries who are already doing work. These programs have been running for two years. Pray for 
these programs as well as for these students. They feel much pressure from society and their parents not to do 
missions work rather than be a doctor, a lawyer, etc. Pray also for the IMB missionaries as they partner together 
with the Korean Baptists to reach the nations. (*name changed)
* K People of Northeastern Brazil
“The K people have a very limited knowledge of the truth. Most have never heard the basic stories of the Bible, or 
they have learned a version tainted by films or folklore. Also, a large portion of the adult generation is nonliterate, 
so they are unable to read the stories for themselves. Therefore, our family uses a chronological Bible storying set 
to share the truth of God’s Word. We look for households that are interested and that are committed to meeting 
weekly to learn more. Each story, from creation to Christ, is short and is repeated many times to help them create 
an oral Bible. We review each story before moving on to a new one each week. It is crucial that these families are 
internalizing the truth of Scripture and learning it in such a way that they can pass it on to others. We are thrilled 
to share with you that we have seen six K individuals put their hope in Christ after finishing one of these storying 
sets! Please pray that the Lord will point us to new families who are open to meeting and studying with us and that, 
ultimately, he will add more K people to his kingdom!”
* Theological Training Initiative (TTI), East Asia
Several dozen students have graduated from a seminary, and a number of those graduates have continued their 
studies, pursuing doctoral degrees. Since last year, one of the graduates has entered into a “teacher in training” 
program. Pray that God will continue to develop East Asian teachers from among the graduates, and ask that he 
will strengthen the graduates in wisdom and character as they move on into teaching roles.

VANCOUVER, BC
3,218,476 people live in metro 

Vancouver
1 CNBC church for every

38,777 Vancouver residents

“Pray for the multiplication of our indigenous church planting pipeline amoung the churches and church plants in 
Vancouver as we seek to build five multiplying churches in our region.  Continue praying for the overwhelming 
Spirit of God to empower the  planters to overcome the spiritual warfare taking place in our city.
Ray Woodard, Vancouver Send City Missionary



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

July 2019
     21 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      22 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      24 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      27 8:00 am - 10 am Grief Share 
      28 9:00 am - Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lord’s Supper
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    5:00 pm - Movie “Gosnell The trial of Americaʻs     

Biggest Serial Killer”- in place of Evening Service

 August 2019
       3 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share 
       4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service
       5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

       7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      10 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share       
      11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      16 Hawaii Statehood Day- Office Closed
      17 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share 
      18 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      24 8:00 am-10 am Grief Share
      25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm

- 9- 

Valley Isle Fellowship



Encourage and Be Encouraged 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

I.   __________ and __________________. – 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5
     A.  ______________ and ____________ to the Lord.
     B. Letting others take the _________.
     C. ___________ ___________ are met.
     D. ______________ rather than _____________.

II.  ____________ and _______________. – 1 Thessalonians 3:6-9
     A. ____________ at the good news.
     B. _______________ by their strength and faithfulness.
     C. ____________ gives reason for praise.

III.  ____________ and ____________ prayer. – 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13
     A. Yearning to personally ________ and _______________ their faith.
     B. Yearning to see their love for all to _________ and _____________.
     C. Yearning to see them ___________, ______________, and _________before 
 the Lord.
     D. All of this empowers _____________and ______________ prayer.


