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Under Attack
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Lord.  In our community today, it is a driving offense 
to drive while texting or talking on the phone.  This 
is all because of the dangers of distracted driving.  
Well, there is extreme danger for Christians who get 
distracted.  For instance, with this COVID-19 Pan-

demic that is going on, we can get 
so focused on the inconveniences 
and discomforts that we are forced 
to go through rather than loving 
and being obedient to the Lord.  

We in VIF have done all that we can to provide for 
all of you a safe and worry free environment so that 
you can worship and minister with as few distrac-
tions as possible.  We want to do all that we can so 
that you can fulfill all that scripture commands of us.  
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT) 23  Let us hold tightly with-
out wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be 
trusted to keep his promise. 24  Let us think of ways to 
motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 
25  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 
some people do, but encourage one another, espe-
cially now that the day of his return is drawing near.  
However, this third category is probably the most 
dangerous attack.  This is the slow and almost im-
perceptive change of our hearts.  When we first came 
to faith in Jesus Christ, most of us were deeply and 
thoroughly in love with Jesus.  However, with the 
passage of time, many of us began to slowly become 
numb to loving the Lord.  Falling in love with some-
one that could possibly be your spouse could drasti-
cally pull your hearts away from Jesus and to your 
new love interest.  Having goals for your life that 

Yesterday, our country celebrated Independence 
Day and the birth of our coun-
try. However, the United States, 
all  that we  are and all  that we 
stand  for, is under attack.  This

attack is coming from within.  This poses a great 
threat to our nation.  However, as dire and serious 
as these attacks are, the attacks on the US is not the 
greatest threat.
The greatest attack is an ambush that is taking place 
and many are asleep and therefore unaware of the 
attack.  This is an attack on our faith in Jesus Christ.  
There is a slow and malevolent attack on Christen-
dom that has been going on for decades.  The most 
obvious attacks are the weakest attacks.  These are 
political and legal actions.  These are serious attacks, 
but weak when you consider the strength of the most 
devious attacks.  These serious attacks are attacks 
that come basically come from those outside of the 
faith.
However, the most devious and powerful attacks 
comes from within our faith communities.  These 
attacks are greatly empowered when the Christians 
who are being attacked are not aware and therefore 
are unprepared to respond to these attacks.  The 
internal attacks are many and I would like to pose to 
you several categories of attacks.
The first are those who are taking the Bible and try-
ing to interpret it in a way that goes against Biblical 
history and common sense.  The examples of this 
category of attacks can be clearly seen in those who 
have tried to justify abortion and same-sex marriage 
and relationships.  However, a careful and prayerful 
study of the Word of God will allow the Holy Spirit 
to bring clarity and conviction.
The second category is distractions that are caused by 
inattention to the primary calls and commands of our 
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are grounded in your desires rather than the desires and commands of the Lord will also drastically pull 
your lives away from the Lord.  Whenever Jesus loses His place of distinction in our lives, very profound 
negative impacts will be experienced.  
These attacks will lead many into a casual and non-distinctive life in Christ.  A relationship with Jesus 
Christ needs to be so serious that you are willing to lay down your life for Him, if necessary.  A casual 
relationship with Jesus Christ is not acceptable to the Lord.  Then a non-distinctive life is not consistent 
with a Biblical life in Christ.  Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) 37  Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38  This is the first and greatest commandment. 39  
A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40  The entire law and all the demands of 
the prophets are based on these two commandments.”  This is the first and the greatest of all commands.  
It is the call of the Lord into a serious and very distinctive life where your love for Jesus becomes evident 
to all.  
On the internal battles that are taking place in the Christian church, stay on the right side and keep your 
focus on loving Jesus with all of your heart, mind, and soul.  God bless you all.

      *   *   *   *   *  
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WORSHIP SERVICE RESERVATION

Valley Isle Fellowship took on a phased approach when we resumed in-person services on May 31, 2020.
This enabled us to fulfill our newly adopted motto:

 “We will do all that we can in order to provide VIF with a safe and worry free environment
 for worship and ministry.”

In order to ensure that all CDC health and safety guidelines are met,
we ask that you reserve seats by filling out an online reservation form.

Reservations for each Sunday will be accepted from 5 PM the Sunday prior through 5 PM on Wednesday.
Please complete the form as accurately as possible, including your preference for the 9 AM or 10:30 AM service.  

We look forward to worshipping with you!
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Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at vifmaui.com and click on 

the GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 
Follow the prompts or 

Text vifmaui to 77977 or you can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:

 Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793 

“Thank you”

Feel God pulling you into deeper 
fellowship with the family?

Wondering how He could use you to 
LOVE GOD, 

LOVE HIS CHURCH, 
LOVE HIS WORLD?

WAYS to be INVOLVED:
MINISTRIES  SMALL GROUPS  

CLEANING      YARD WORK
SETUP/BREAK/DOWN

Contact the Church Office (244-0865) to get 
plugged in! Or see Neil Nakama

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session through August 29 
13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going through 

and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable 
GriefShare resources to help you recover from your 

loss and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ www.griefshare.org
or  contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628

Sunday Second 
Service 

has moved up to 
10:30 AM



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* The Catalans - Among the 9 million Catalan people worldwide, 8.5 million are found in the Catalonia region 
of Northeast Spain. A proud and self-sufficient people, Catalans are known for strong family ties, intimately tight 
circles of friends and an overall desire for independence, especially politically. The vast majority of Catalans claim 
no religious affiliation and have discarded religion as a tool of oppression and political control. They are an un-
reached people group. Often among Catalans, spiritual conversations are met with coldness and quickly dismissed. 
Many of the present churches are struggling to stay alive. Pray that in His kindness and mercy, God will soften the 
hearts of the Catalan people to hear the message of a God who loves them and sent Christ to die for their ultimate 
freedom from sin. Please pray also that the IMB team there will find creative ways to love and serve Catalans while 
boldly proclaiming the gospel of Jesus to them. Recently, a Catalan woman who is studying the Bible for the first 
time shared that if her people would only take the time to get to know the God of the Bible, she knows they would 
love Him just like she has grown to through her study. 
* Sub-Saharan African Peoples - The Naath, also called the Nuer, are cattle herders living in both Ethiopia and 
South Sudan. In many African societies, cattle are considered to be “currency “ and the primary source of wealth. 
The more cattle one has, the more wealthy one is. Often, cows are used in business transactions and as payment 
for wedding dowries. They are also traded to settle disputes between families. The Naath believe in a supernatural 
being. They also believe in lesser gods, which they call “kuuth,” but they know that there is only one God (Kuoth). 
The Naath of Ethiopia are highly unevangelized and unengaged, while their counterparts in South Sudan have had 
a lot of evangelical influence. Pray that the Father will open the eyes of the Naath community to see Christ as the 
source of abundant and eternal life. Pray that God will raise up qualified Naath pastors and teachers from South 
Sudan and give them a vision to bring the gospel to their own people in Ethiopia.
* Yawo of Northern Mozambique - (YAH-oo) - Believers spread around northern Mozambique meet together 
once a week in groups of three to 10 people. They love the Lord and His Word but are like sheep without a shep-
herd. Please pray that the Lord will save many Yawo people and call godly, humble men to shepherd His children 
in northern Mozambique. Pray that even now, the Lord will be preparing people to hear God’s Word and believe 
and that He will be preparing men to be biblical pastors, elders, and deacons.
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Military Communities
“Ask that God will give wisdom, 

discernment and endurance as 
we support the spiritual needs 

and development of our military 
members and those who love 

them.”
- Endel Lee, Church Planting Mobilizer for 

Military Communities
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God’s vs. Men’s Strategies
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   ______________ to His ways. – Judges 7:2-7
     A. Even when it does not make _____________.

     B. Even when it counters your __________.

     C. Even when struck by __________. – Daniel 3:16-18

II. He _____________ and _______________. – Judges 7:8-15
     A. The Lord gives everything that you _________ to accomplish His will.

     B. The Lord can and should be ____________.

     C. He will give you ______________ and _____________.

III. __________ by example. – Judges 7:16-18
     A. Keep your __________ on me. (v. 17) 

     B. _______ just as I _______. (v. 17)

     C. Bold enough to say and to live a life that says, “___________ _______.”

Notes:


