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Independence From Earthly TyrantsIndependence From Earthly Tyrants
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the fall of every great nation due to the rot and decay that the fall of every great nation due to the rot and decay that 
took place from within that nation.  Today, in the U.S., took place from within that nation.  Today, in the U.S., 
we are seeing history repeat itself as the greatest nation in we are seeing history repeat itself as the greatest nation in 
the world is killing itself because of moral decay that is the world is killing itself because of moral decay that is 
rotting us to the core.rotting us to the core.

This morning I would like to propose to you that this does This morning I would like to propose to you that this does 
not have to continue to its historical end.  We do not have not have to continue to its historical end.  We do not have 
to see our nation destroyed and end its historic rise of to see our nation destroyed and end its historic rise of 
being the most favored nation.  This can all turn around if being the most favored nation.  This can all turn around if 
men, women, and children will declare and to begin living men, women, and children will declare and to begin living 
out our “utter and willful complete DEPENDENCE on out our “utter and willful complete DEPENDENCE on 

Jesus Christ.”  When we come Jesus Christ.”  When we come 
to the point of completely to the point of completely 
surrendering to Him, this is surrendering to Him, this is 
when we will be able to see when we will be able to see 
a genuine REVIVAL sweep a genuine REVIVAL sweep 
through our church, community, through our church, community, 
state, nation, and even the state, nation, and even the 
world.  All of the rot and decay world.  All of the rot and decay 

that is taking place today is because we are leaving God that is taking place today is because we are leaving God 
and His commands behind us as we run away from Him.  and His commands behind us as we run away from Him.  
We, as a nation, are running to the other gods that the devil We, as a nation, are running to the other gods that the devil 
is deceiving us with.  The gods of science, prosperity, is deceiving us with.  The gods of science, prosperity, 
popularity, pleasure, and etc.  popularity, pleasure, and etc.  

Christians and the church are also guilty of this Christians and the church are also guilty of this 
abandonment of the Lord.  In fact, we are the ones that are abandonment of the Lord.  In fact, we are the ones that are 
primarily guilty of this grave infraction.  Non-Christians primarily guilty of this grave infraction.  Non-Christians 
are blinded by the gods of this world and can only see and are blinded by the gods of this world and can only see and 
live in the truth when they submit to Jesus Christ as their live in the truth when they submit to Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior.  This kind of thing can only happen if Lord and Savior.  This kind of thing can only happen if 

TToday, July 4th, is oday, July 4th, is 
Independence Day 2021.  Independence Day 2021.  
In the U.S., this is our In the U.S., this is our 

celebration from the Tyranny celebration from the Tyranny 
that England once imposed that England once imposed 
on us to the freedom that was on us to the freedom that was 
obtained through hard fought obtained through hard fought 
battles and sacrificial risks.  We battles and sacrificial risks.  We 
have matured into the most have matured into the most 
favored nation in the world.  You might not agree with this favored nation in the world.  You might not agree with this 
statement, but the fact that so many throughout the world statement, but the fact that so many throughout the world 
are risking everything that they are and everything that are risking everything that they are and everything that 
they have to flee into the U.S. in any way that they can.  they have to flee into the U.S. in any way that they can.  
This worldwide, most favored status, is, in my opinion, This worldwide, most favored status, is, in my opinion, 
more than the hope for greater financial prosperity.  But more than the hope for greater financial prosperity.  But 
I believe it is based more on the freedom and blessings, I believe it is based more on the freedom and blessings, 
found only in Jesus Christ, that has become the magnet found only in Jesus Christ, that has become the magnet 
powerful enough to cause the world’s oppressed to want powerful enough to cause the world’s oppressed to want 
to find any way possible to come into our great nation.to find any way possible to come into our great nation.

I realize that most of the world and most of the U.S. are I realize that most of the world and most of the U.S. are 
not Christians so you might be asking “How can freedom not Christians so you might be asking “How can freedom 

and blessings that can only be in found and blessings that can only be in found 
in Jesus Christ” be the magnet that is in Jesus Christ” be the magnet that is 
drawing the world to us?  If you look drawing the world to us?  If you look 
at our currencies and see the “In God at our currencies and see the “In God 
We Trust” slogan, it is more than just a We Trust” slogan, it is more than just a 
slogan.  It truly represents the beginnings slogan.  It truly represents the beginnings 
of our great nation.  It is based on the of our great nation.  It is based on the 
belief that belief that “We hold these truths to be “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” and the pursuit of Happiness.”   (Quoted from the US (Quoted from the US 
Declaration of Independence on Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776)  July 4, 1776)  

Leaning on the promises and Leaning on the promises and blessings of the Lord blessings of the Lord 
through deathly struggle, division    through deathly struggle, division    leading to even leading to even 
disunity in families, and the sacrifice disunity in families, and the sacrifice of life, limb, and all of life, limb, and all 
material things to the birth of a rag tag nation that would material things to the birth of a rag tag nation that would 
rise to become the most favored nation has truly been an rise to become the most favored nation has truly been an 
act of God.  However, as we study history, we have seen act of God.  However, as we study history, we have seen 

(continued next page)
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Christians were to fast and pray for those who are blind.  This means the fate of our country, and maybe even for the Christians were to fast and pray for those who are blind.  This means the fate of our country, and maybe even for the 
world, lies in the hands of Christians and the church.  This is a very serious principle that we, who are Christians world, lies in the hands of Christians and the church.  This is a very serious principle that we, who are Christians 
and who are a part of the church, need to take very seriously.and who are a part of the church, need to take very seriously.

Declaring our absolute DEPENDENCE on Jesus Christ on this Independence Day 2021 Declaring our absolute DEPENDENCE on Jesus Christ on this Independence Day 2021 
is a significant and even a world changing decision.  Revival is in our hands.  The hands is a significant and even a world changing decision.  Revival is in our hands.  The hands 
of Christians who love Jesus Christ, need to hold tightly to Jesus proving our complete of Christians who love Jesus Christ, need to hold tightly to Jesus proving our complete 
dependence on Him in all that we think, do, and say.  We thank God for the Independence dependence on Him in all that we think, do, and say.  We thank God for the Independence 
that He gave us from tyranny and on this Independence Day 2021, let’s all declare our that He gave us from tyranny and on this Independence Day 2021, let’s all declare our 
Dependence on the Lord Jesus Christ so that He will empower us to be totally independent Dependence on the Lord Jesus Christ so that He will empower us to be totally independent 
of and eternally separated from the sin that destroys and separates us from eternal life!of and eternally separated from the sin that destroys and separates us from eternal life!

Teams to Care for all that God has Gifted us with:
 Now that COVID-19 restrictions are beginning to slowly be lifted, we will 
start to open up our facilities more and more.  Therefore, we are in need of teams 
to care for our facilities once again.  We are wanting to restart the cleaning 
teams to clean the bathrooms and the worship center.  If we could develop 
several teams of 4 to 6 people, we would be able to spread the load so that no 
team has to burn out.  Please consider being a part of a team and either sign up 
on the back table or see Neil Nakama.
 Also, we would like to develop teams to care for the property.  Cutting the 
grass (with our lawn tractors), weed wacking, and weed control are the major 
tasks that need to be done.  During the rainy season, we have needed to go out 
on a weekly basis.  Now during the dry season, we might need to go out either 
once every 2 weeks or maybe even only once every month.  Please sign up on the 
back table.  We will teach you to use the church’s equipment and show you the 
areas that need to be cared for.

Church Fencing:
 Over the past months, we have begun to see a few people begin to abuse 
the property that God has led us to be stewards over.  Therefore, we see the 
need to install fencing on the Waikapu Gardens-side of our property.  We will 
be buying the materials and will need a good number of people to volunteer to 
help us install the fencing.  Please sign-up on the back table and we will let you 
know when we are able to get the materials and are able to put together a work 
schedule.  



Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and 

they need your support. 
Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

1 John 5:14 ESV

     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |   
Eugene Fontanilla | Wayland Kam | 

Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso

Pray for your next Pastor . . .
that God will give him a strong desire to teach 

and preach the whole counsel of God
 Acts 20:17-35 ESV  Paul speaking to the Ephesian Elders: 

“for I did not shrink from declaring to you the 
whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to care for the church of God, 
which he obtained with his own blood” verses 27, 28 

Announcements
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-  Join us!  --  Join us!  -
Youth Weekly
Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

in-person in-person 
(with masks) (with masks) 

oror
zoomzoom

Wednesday nights 
7:00 p.m 

For more information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

for more information

Childcare andChildcare and
Sunday School Sunday School 

during our 10:30 service 

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Wok People of East Asia - Although River City* is a small city in the region of the Wok People, there are several believers 
and even a few churches. Recently, one believing couple asked questions about what it looks like for churches to work together. 
This desire for cooperation is from the Spirit. But cooperation among believers and churches in this area is challenging due 
to prejudices and social and economic class differences. Pray for this couple as they seek to pursue cooperation and unity 
despite these challenges. Pray that other believers will show, by the Spirit’s power, how cooperation can display the power of 
the gospel and the unity believers have in Christ. (*name changed)

•Quebec City, Quebec, Canada (kwi-BEK) - Please pray for missionaries and Journeymen in Quebec City to dive deeper 
in the Word this summer with students, as students now have more time to devote to things other than studying.

•Northern Oasis People of Arabia - The Northern Oasis People live within the tension of modern versus traditional. For 
example: The businessman may call a partner in Europe to discuss the stock market while his neighbor harvests the date 
palms with methods that his forefathers used. A teenager is required to veil herself and put on an abaya or long coat when 
outside, something her mother wears, but underneath is a pair of designer jeans and a t-shirt with a current sport’s logo on it. 
There are differences of belief between the old and the new. Families struggle to know how to balance the two. Pray for the 
Northern Oasis families as they work through these tensions, which many cultures in the world face today. Jesus can help 
them because the Word of God has been relevant through the centuries and continues to be. The Lord gives wisdom to those 
who trust in Him. Pray that the Northern Oasis People will hear the good news. Pray that they will desire it for themselves 
and share it with their extended family and friends.

•Last Frontier - Please pray the “three opens” for an unreached people group: pray that God will open the door to the gospel, 
that Christians will open their mouths to clearly share the Word, and that God will open the hearts of the people to receive 
His truth. Each step of this prayer is crucial. The same God who parted the Red Sea and set an entire people group free from 
slavery, who broke down the walls of Jericho and accomplished what He promised, who freed Peter from prison so he could 
go on to pen his eyewitness account of God’s power, and who turned Paul’s heart from persecuting Christians to a man whose 
life was marked by proclaiming the gospel, is able. In faith, pray that doors once sealed shut to the gospel revelation will be 
opened wide for gospel proclamation.

SEND NETWORK - Send Network was created to deliver resources and provide opportunities that equip 
individuals and churches to be mobilized in the local community and beyond. Pray that Southern Baptists 
will utilize these resources to spread the gospel in their own spheres of influence and across North America.                                                                                                                                         
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Let’s focus our prayers towards the West Coast and pray for Jeremy and Sarah Proemsey.

They are planting a new church in San Mateo, California, which is about 20 miles south of San 
Francisco. It’s just north of San Jos  — many tech companies are based throughout this area.

Jeremy and Sarah call their new church Refuge Community Church. Members have been doing 
outreach in the city and also provide help to needy people. The church says they are not just IN 
the city, but they’re a church FOR the city.

Only about 10 percent of the people in the San Francisco area have connections to an evangelical 
church. But a whopping third of the people have no religious connection at all — many say they 
are atheists.

Jeremy says many people have not truly rejected God, but have rejected a false image of Him. 
They want to connect with people enough that the real truth of the gospel can touch lives.

Our church is helping support Jeremy and Sarah in this new church through our Cooperative 
Program giving.

Let’s pray the Lord will keep them and their three children in His will.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  4   Happy Independence Day!!
        9:00 am   1st Worship Service 
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service 
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  5  Independence Day celebrated - Office CLOSED
        6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  7    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom

11    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                         Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
12    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

14    5:00 pm   Reservations close       
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
18    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                         Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
19    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
21    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
25    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                         Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
26    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
28    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 July 2021 July 2021



Mixed Messages Are Messy and MisguidedMixed Messages Are Messy and Misguided
James 2:14-26James 2:14-26

I.  Faith in ________________ things. – James 2:14-18

 A.   ___________ faith. – Matthew 7:21-23

 B.   ___________ faith.

 C.   _________ faith.

II.  Faith in ________________ things. – James 2:19-23

 A. Believing the __________  ___________ .

 B. Believing must lead to __________  the __________   ____________ .

III.  Faith comes __________ with _____________ . – James 2:24-26

 A. Saving faith makes you ____________ with  ________ .

 B. Saving faith is __________ the _________ . 

 C. Saving faith can be ______________ on until its _________________ .

  

Notes:
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