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Costly Freedom
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

imperfections is still great) would cease to exist.
A greater tragedy is to see the one who truly 
has given ultimate freedom to be denigrated 
and shamed by those He sacrificed His life 
for.  Jesus left His throne in heaven to come 
to earth in order to take our place and die a 
horrible death so that all of our sins could be 
forgiven.  As the July 4th Independence Day 
represents America’s freedom, Easter repre-
sents the ultimate freedom that Jesus has given 
to us.  Just as the United States is being torn 
apart by hatred and violence, so is Christianity 
being threatened.  There are many forces out-
side of the faith that are snip-
ing and swiping away at the 
faith, but the greatest threats 
to the faith come from those 
within the faith.  Just as his-
torically, most great nations have come to an 
end because of internal corrosive and corrupt 
forces, so is Christianity also being attacked.
A fading love for Jesus and a complacent 
commitment to His commands is seeing the 
Christian faith moving into impotency and 
apathy.  When people care more about their 
own concerns rather than the concerns of 
the Lord, this becomes fertile ground for 
apathy  to  grow. When  people move to a faith  
driven by the ways of men rather than by the ways  
of the Lord,  impotency becomes the  general   
theme within  the  lives of those who claim to be  
faithful.     All   through  Christian   history, trials  and  

This coming Saturday, July 
4th, is Independence Day.  A 
celebration of our American 
history of freedom that was 
founded on the sacrifice of the 

many who sacrificed their lives so that we could 
all enjoy the freedoms that we now have.  The 
flag that many of us proudly and graciously love 
and appreciate is the symbol of the freedoms 
that we enjoy.  The pledge to this flag still has so 
much meaning today just like it has for so many 
past generations.  “I pledge allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America, and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”  
Also the singing of our National Anthem is 
still one that moves the hearts of the major-
ity of Americans. “Oh, say can you see by the 
dawn’s early light.  What so proudly we hailed 
at the twilight’s last gleaming?  Whose broad 
stripes and bright stars, thru the perilous fight.  
O’er the ramparts we watched were so  gal-
lantly streaming?  And the rocket’s red glare, 
the bombs bursting in air, Gave proof thru the 
night that our flag was still there.  Oh, say does 
that star-spangled banner yet wave.  O’er the 
land of the free and the home of the brave?”
This pledge and anthem stirs our national pride 
and this coming 4th of July we can hope and 
pray that the sacrifice of those who went before 
us would not have been in vain.  Today, hatred 
and internal strife seems to be tearing our nation 
apart.  I believe as you study history, you will 
find that almost all great nations have crumbled 
from within.  The US seems to be going down 
that same path of destruction today.  It would be 
a great shame if this great nation of ours (which 
is far from being perfect, but still with all of its 
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Honor Your Fathers
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

challenges have refined and strengthened the faithful.  However, in today’s world, we are seeing 
more and more a capitulating to the influence of the world rather than the faithful influencing the 
world.  This backward acceptance is ripping out the vitality of true Christian faith and reducing it 
to mere ritual and spiritual entertainment.  When things get tough and boring, it is easy to simply 
change the channel.  
The tough and boring scenarios in our lives are meant to strengthen and mature our faith.  How-
ever, when we allow ourselves to be pacified into impotency and apathy we will soon begin to 
see strife and division within the body of Christ.  By trying to avoid the tough and boring sce-
narios in our lives instead of going through them with the power and excitement of the Lord, we 
will see the continuous weakening of the church and maybe even its death.  Some have said that 
we are only one generation away from the extinction of Christianity.  
I desire to see July 4th, 2020 to be a time of renewing our joy and commitment to the freedoms that 
have been hard fought for and I would especially like to see it become a time of reviving our faith 
and commitment to Jesus Christ.  Things are so bad in our country that our only hope for any kind 
of future lies in Jesus’ hands.  Government is not wise enough or powerful enough to confront the 
trials that we are going through.  Only Jesus is able to guide and empower us through our present 
day challenges.  All other ground is and will continue to be but sinking ground.  God bless you and 
let’s all be praying that America will turn back to Jesus and let’s allow that turn to begin with us.
      *   *   *   *   *  
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Announcements
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Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at vifmaui.com and click on 

the GIVE button at the top of the webpage. 
Follow the prompts or 

Text vifmaui to 77977 or you can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:

 Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793 

“Thank you”
We are now using our permanent entrance on 

Pualalea Circle off of Waiale Road.

WORSHIP SERVICE RESERVATION

Valley Isle Fellowship took on a phased approach when we resumed in-person services on May 31, 2020.
This enabled us to fulfill our newly adopted motto:

 “We will do all that we can in order to provide VIF with a safe and worry free environment
 for worship and ministry.”

In order to ensure that all CDC health and safety guidelines are met,
we ask that you reserve seats by filling out an online reservation form.

Reservations for each Sunday will be accepted from 5 PM the Sunday prior through 5 PM on Wednesday.
Please complete the form as accurately as possible, including your preference for the 9 AM or 11 AM service.  

We look forward to worshipping with you!

If you need help with a reservation, feel free to call the office at 244-0865.  
I will be glad help you.



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Peoples of West Bengal, India
(beng-AHL) - The Bauri are a Bengali-speaking people in India. They number around 2 million and follow Hindu-
ism mixed with a form of Bauri folk religion. They are found primarily in the states of West Bengal, Jharkhand, 
and Orissa. They are classified as an “engaged” people, yet they are unreached with the good news. The Bible, 
the “JESUS” film, and gospel recordings have been translated into their language. Pray for more harvest laborers 
to work among the Bauri people. Pray for opportunities for the Bauri to read the Bible, watch the “JESUS” film, 
and hear gospel recordings in their own language. Ask the Holy Spirit to work through the hearing of the Word, 
convicting of sin and revealing truth. Ask the Father to draw many to salvation through His Son. Pray for healthy 
church multiplication among the Bauri communities.
* North Africa/Middle East Refugees in the Diaspora
Some young children began knocking on the door of a believer’s home. Their knocking persisted, so Bethany* 
became frustrated. She felt like she and her family were only being used as the “wealthy outsiders” in that Muslim 
neighborhood and that the children just wanted to take advantage of them. However, one night, a familiar little 
boy came to the door. Bethany asked for his mother’s phone number, which he eagerly gave to her. His mother 
and Bethany became fast friends and started to visit each other often.    Bethany helped to provide for many of the 
family’s physical needs. After weeks of sharing Bible stories and reading the Word together, Bethany’s friend 
boldly declared that she believed and wanted to put her faith in Jesus. In fact, she had already begun telling her 
neighbors about what she was learning! Praise God that despite Bethany’s initial frustration with the knocking 
on her door, God was doing a work of salvation. Please ask God to continue providing for this woman’s family 
through a time of crisis. Pray that she will continue studying the Word and boldly sharing with those around her 
of “the grace of God [that] has appeared that offers salvation to all people” (Titus 2:11 NIV). (*name changed)
* Peoples of the Southwest Amazon Basin
Please lift up churches in the southwest area of the Amazon Basin as they continue to suffer the effects of             
COVID-19 and the shelter-in-place orders. Most churches in this region are small and have extremely limited 
resources. Therefore, attempting alternative methods of worship like drive-in church or internet church aren’t 
options for them. Some have tried live streaming their services using cell phones, but the jungle internet proves 
to be insufficient for that. Therefore, they have had to shut down completely, and this has been hard on them all.
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Philadelphia,PA

6,373,398 people live in 
metro Philadelphia

77.6 % of the population is 
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every 
32,352 Philadelphia residents

“Pray God would raise up a planter to reach  the neighborhood of Strawberry Mansion in North Philadelphia.  Pray 
for 60 additional planters reaching Philadelphia and its suburbs by 2023.  Pray for local, established churches to 
commit to raise up planters who will plant churches in Philadelphia.”
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Stubborn to a Fault
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.  Stubborn and ___________. – Judges 6:1-10 & Judges 6:13
     A. They were stubbornly blind to their _______________ and failure.

     B. They were punished for 7 years for their evil __________ and ________________.

     C. Then when things got bad, they ___________ out to the Lord.

     D. They ________ ________ _______ as the prophet of the Lord had told them to do. 

     E. Instead they did exactly what the Lord commanded them ________ _______ _______.

II. Stubborn and __________ _____________. – Judges 6:25-32
     A. Gideon carried out the Lord’s command under the __________ of _____________.

     B. The people wanted to kill Gideon for ____________ the _________.

     C. Gideon’s father, Joash, ____________ his son.

     D. Joash confronted them as to whether they would __________ with ________ or ________.

III. ______________ and ____________. – Judges 6:36-7:1
     A. Tests God to be sure that he ________ ________ ____________ God.

     B. Be careful in testing God _________ _______ _________ Him.

     C. Gideon tested himself a ____________ _________ to make absolutely sure he was right.

     D. Testing God to try and __________ _________ __________ is a dangerous practice.

     E. Once Gideon is sure he _________________ ___________.

     


