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A Very Vital DeficitA Very Vital Deficit
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

they are working short-staffed, Steffen was able to study they are working short-staffed, Steffen was able to study 
and pray through how God was leading us to restart the and pray through how God was leading us to restart the 
Children’s Ministry after needing to shut it down during Children’s Ministry after needing to shut it down during 
the height of this Pandemic.  Steffen and I have been the height of this Pandemic.  Steffen and I have been 
talking and praying together about who God would raise talking and praying together about who God would raise 
up to be mentored and trained to take over the Children’s up to be mentored and trained to take over the Children’s 
Ministry.  Some have said, “no” and we have continued Ministry.  Some have said, “no” and we have continued 
to pray and talk.  Thank you, Steffen, for your years of to pray and talk.  Thank you, Steffen, for your years of 
loving and sacrificial service.  loving and sacrificial service.  

However, the Children’s Ministry is not the only area.  However, the Children’s Ministry is not the only area.  
There are ministries that many have talked to me about, There are ministries that many have talked to me about, 

but those ministries are non-existant but those ministries are non-existant 
because no one is responding to because no one is responding to 
the call to lead out in that ministry.  the call to lead out in that ministry.  
Sometimes, a ministry will limp Sometimes, a ministry will limp 
along because the right leader isn’t along because the right leader isn’t 
in place.  One such ministry is our in place.  One such ministry is our 
grounds ministry.  God has blessed grounds ministry.  God has blessed 
us with a fabulous property and us with a fabulous property and 
location.  For many who have visited location.  For many who have visited 

our church, they are a bit envious of the location and the our church, they are a bit envious of the location and the 
property that God has so richly blessed us with.  However, property that God has so richly blessed us with.  However, 
for many, the maintenance and care of God’s gift to us, is for many, the maintenance and care of God’s gift to us, is 
not of great concern.  We really need to be praying for a not of great concern.  We really need to be praying for a 
leader to rise up who will be able to inspire and motivate a leader to rise up who will be able to inspire and motivate a 
team of people who will be able to not only maintain, but team of people who will be able to not only maintain, but 
also move into beautifying God’s gift to us.  Currently, we also move into beautifying God’s gift to us.  Currently, we 
are only maintaining, but moving into beautification will are only maintaining, but moving into beautification will 
bring more glory and honor to our Lord.  Much of this bring more glory and honor to our Lord.  Much of this 
property is not being used and remains in raw land, but property is not being used and remains in raw land, but 

Valley Isle FellowshipValley Isle Fellowship is facing a very disturbing  is facing a very disturbing 
dilemma, but one that can be overcome by people who dilemma, but one that can be overcome by people who 
will rise up and put action to words.  Many of us say that will rise up and put action to words.  Many of us say that 
we love the Lord Jesus Christ with all of our heart, mind, we love the Lord Jesus Christ with all of our heart, mind, 

and soul but, actions and soul but, actions 
speak louder than words.  speak louder than words.  
My hope and prayer My hope and prayer 
is that this is true as is that this is true as 
people live their lives on people live their lives on 
their day-to-day basis.  their day-to-day basis.  
I pray that when the I pray that when the 

trials and challenges of life come, that you will choose to trials and challenges of life come, that you will choose to 
willfully and diligently cling tightly to and to obey Jesus’ willfully and diligently cling tightly to and to obey Jesus’ 
commands, no matter what the cost.commands, no matter what the cost.

This first paragraph might sound very negative coming This first paragraph might sound very negative coming 
from me for this Newsletter Article.  However, we are from me for this Newsletter Article.  However, we are 
facing a crisis not unlike the coming of a Category 5 facing a crisis not unlike the coming of a Category 5 
hurricane.  This possible deficit can result in a crisis that hurricane.  This possible deficit can result in a crisis that 
will be very devastating.  As your out-going pastor, I will be very devastating.  As your out-going pastor, I 
have many regrets and near the top of the list is that fact have many regrets and near the top of the list is that fact 
that I have not been able to lead VIF to be prepared to that I have not been able to lead VIF to be prepared to 
face and to rise above this deficit.  Instead of wondering face and to rise above this deficit.  Instead of wondering 
what I am talking about, let me tell you exactly what I what I am talking about, let me tell you exactly what I 
am so concerned about.  The lack of leadership is what is am so concerned about.  The lack of leadership is what is 
concerning me.concerning me.

Part of the Purpose Driven philosophy is that where there Part of the Purpose Driven philosophy is that where there 
is no leader there will be no ministry.  For instance, if is no leader there will be no ministry.  For instance, if 
there is no Children’s Ministry leader, there will not there is no Children’s Ministry leader, there will not 
be a Children’s Ministry.  We are so grateful to have a be a Children’s Ministry.  We are so grateful to have a 
Children’s Ministry leader in Steffen Yamada.  Steffen is Children’s Ministry leader in Steffen Yamada.  Steffen is 
one who through the years has served the Lord well in and one who through the years has served the Lord well in and 
through the Children’s Ministry of through the Children’s Ministry of 
VIF.  He has had to fight through VIF.  He has had to fight through 
physical and medical challenges, physical and medical challenges, 
especially when he was hit with especially when he was hit with 
a stroke.  He continued to fight a stroke.  He continued to fight 
through it and God proved Himself through it and God proved Himself 
faithful and powerful.  He has had to fight through a tough faithful and powerful.  He has had to fight through a tough 
work schedule as a pastry chef supervisor at the Grand work schedule as a pastry chef supervisor at the Grand 
Wailea.  Especially during these COVID days when Wailea.  Especially during these COVID days when 
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Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

imagine if a leader and a team were led to say develop and maintain a prayer and meditation garden.  Or to develop imagine if a leader and a team were led to say develop and maintain a prayer and meditation garden.  Or to develop 
and maintain a fitness trail that could be designed to physically and spiritually nurture all of our people and the and maintain a fitness trail that could be designed to physically and spiritually nurture all of our people and the 
people in our community.  Right now, all we have time to do is to basically cut the weeds.people in our community.  Right now, all we have time to do is to basically cut the weeds.

Leadership is so very important in all areas of our church and I want to plead with you to pray about where God is Leadership is so very important in all areas of our church and I want to plead with you to pray about where God is 
leading you to serve.  If you believe and have a passion for a certain ministry but there seems leading you to serve.  If you believe and have a passion for a certain ministry but there seems 
to be no leader, then you need to pray about letting the Lord use you to lead out in beginning to be no leader, then you need to pray about letting the Lord use you to lead out in beginning 
that ministry.  If God leads you to lead, it might be to just begin and maintain it until the next that ministry.  If God leads you to lead, it might be to just begin and maintain it until the next 
leader rises up.  There are so many ministries that many have desired.  The problem is not one leader rises up.  There are so many ministries that many have desired.  The problem is not one 
of finances, but rather the lack of leadership.  of finances, but rather the lack of leadership.  

Again, as your out-going pastor, I am very regretful that I have failed to inspire and motivate Again, as your out-going pastor, I am very regretful that I have failed to inspire and motivate 
leaders to rise up and to lead out in ministries that will bring glory and honor to our precious leaders to rise up and to lead out in ministries that will bring glory and honor to our precious 
Lord and Savior.  Please be in prayer for leaders and followers to rise up and to obey Jesus in lifting Him up high Lord and Savior.  Please be in prayer for leaders and followers to rise up and to obey Jesus in lifting Him up high 
in all that we think, say, and do.  God bless and keep you all!!!in all that we think, say, and do.  God bless and keep you all!!!

Childcare andChildcare and
Sunday School Sunday School 

during our 10:30 service 

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)

-  Join us!  --  Join us!  -
Youth Weekly
Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

in-person in-person 
(with masks) (with masks) 

oror
zoomzoom

Wednesday nights 
7:00 p.m 

For more information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

for more information

Note from your 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STAFFVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STAFF

Due to circumstances
surrounding us,

we will NOT be holding
Vacation Bible School this year. 

Pray with us as 
we look forward 

to holding it once again 
next year! 



Your Pastor Search Committee 
bears a tremendous responsibility and 

they need your support. 
Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

1 John 5:14 ESV

     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards |     
Eugene Fontanilla | Wayland Kam | 

Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee that they will 
PRACTICE GODLY WISDOM and DISCERNMENT

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5 ESV

Announcements
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THIS MONTH:     
  JUNE

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEYCONGREGATIONAL SURVEY

DEADLINE APPROACHING!!DEADLINE APPROACHING!!
Please complete your 

survey electronically (preferable) using

SURVEY MONKEYSURVEY MONKEY
(on-line)(on-line)

OR
PAPER SURVEYPAPER SURVEY

return to: return to: 
PAM EDWARDS PAM EDWARDS 

P.O. Box 1307P.O. Box 1307
KIHEI, HI 96753KIHEI, HI 96753

by by Wednesday, JUNE 30, 2021Wednesday, JUNE 30, 2021
You are an important part of the family and the You are an important part of the family and the 

Pastor Search Team needs to hear from you!Pastor Search Team needs to hear from you!

If you are a Member of VIF and have 
not received your survey, 

please contact:

Wayland Kam
(808)264-7492



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Sub-Saharan African Peoples - A missionary writes: “As we focus on making disciples who make disciples, please pray this 
verse over our African brothers and sisters, asking that it will become their heart’s desire: ‘Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long’ 
(Psalm 25:4-5 ESV).”
•People of the Maldives - About 50 miles west of the capital of the Maldives, an island 1.5 miles long and 0.75 miles wide 
lies among the other islands of the Southern Ari Atoll (a circle of islands). The island, Mahibadhoo, has a population of 
approximately 2,000 people. It is the administrative capital of its atoll, so it has a hospital, an educational center, and other 
public services that would not be found on the other islands in an atoll. A barrier to the gospel on Mahibadhoo is a private 
culture that is very cautious of outsiders. This sentiment is currently even stronger due to the fear of COVID-19 being brought 
to the island by visitors. Please pray that God will soften the hearts of the people on Mahibadhoo. Ask that they will seek 
after Him and search for truth. Also pray for Christians to visit the island, ready to share their hope and salvation. Pray that 
Christians will be willing to spend the time needed to get to know people on Mahibadhoo, and ask for boldness during their 
time there.
•Nagoya, Japan (NAH-goh-yah) - In April, you prayed for Hannah* to understand her need for the Lord. Those prayers are 
being answered! She recently acknowledged that she cannot sleep because she struggles with anxiety. She asked her teacher 
about what to do, and he told her she needed to get more exercise. However, she exercises regularly. Hannah met with a 
Christian friend who pointed her to God’s Word. She shared Psalm 121 with Hannah. This is the same verse that was attached 
to the prayer request from April for Hannah! Hannah’s heart was open as she read and thought about this Psalm. However, 
the walls quickly went back up. Hannah shut down and turned away from the Bible, and said, “I have a friend who calls me. 
After chatting with her, I am able to sleep better.” Pray for the strongholds in Hannah’s life to be broken down. Pray that she 
will know that her help to defeat this anxiety is found in Jesus. Pray she will cry out to Him in those dark, sleepless nights. 
“The Lord will keep you from all harm; He will watch over your life” (Psalm 121:7 NIV). (*name changed).
•Nyungwe of Mozambique (NYUN-gway) - Pray that the Nyungwe believers will love and fear the Lord and be willing to 
obey His Word even when it’s difficult. May all take heart despite their troubles, knowing that Jesus has overcome the world 
(John 16:33).

DISASTER RELIEF - Southern Baptist Disaster Relief brings help, healing and hope to those in need. Pray for a commitment 
of Disaster Relief volunteers to participate in long-term recovery efforts. Pray that they effectively share the hope of Christ 
in multicultural environments. Pray for Southern Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers who respond to disasters of all kinds 
around the world. 
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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What does it take to be a missionary? We could talk of God’s call and many other factors. Today, 
though, let’s pray for a missionary and look at one event that speaks to what it means to be a 
missionary.

Dan and Ella serve in Europe. But they minister to people from Central Asia. Our church supports 
them through our Cooperative Program giving.

One day Dan caught a bus home from the market. A man from Afghanistan was on the same 
bus. Dan spoke to him in Dari, one of the main Afghan languages. At first the man was nervous, 
but soon calmed down to listen.

Dan told the man God loves him and had sent Jesus to provide for his salvation.

“I will pray for you in the name of Jesus,” Dan told him. Now the man did not make a decision for 
Christ. Dan may never see him again.

But using every opportunity to tell others about Jesus — that’s what a missionary does. Every 
believer should do the same!

Let’s pray for Dan and Ella — and let’s pray that man on the bus some day will be saved.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

 27    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
28    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
30    7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
                                 

  

4   Happy Independence Day!!
        9:00 am   1st Worship Service - Lordʻs Supper
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service - Lordʻs Supper
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
5  Independence Day celebrated - Office CLOSED

        6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  7    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom

11    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                         Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
12    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
14    5:00 pm   Reservations close       
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
18    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                         Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
19    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
21    5:00 pm   Reservations close 
        7:00 pm   Youth Bible Study - in-person or zoom
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 June 2021 June 2021

 July 2021 July 2021



Clear and Distinct ChoicesClear and Distinct Choices
James 2:1-13James 2:1-13

I.  Treat others ____________ and ___________ not like an ________    

 __________.   – James 2:1-4

 A.     Favoritism is ___________ to your _________.

 B.     The Lord _____________ us not to show _______________.

 C.  ___________________ produces judges with ________  _____________. 

       – James 4:7-8 

II.  Choose the way of the ________ rather than the ways of the __________. 

 – James 2:5-9

 A.  _________ ways are not necessarily _________ ways.

 B.  God ___________ those that the world _______  _______. – James 2:5b

 C.  The world seeks _________________ by ______________. 

  – 2 Corinthians 4:4 and Matthew 17:14-21

 D.  God _____________ us to love others just as we love ______________.

 E.  Favoritism leads to ______________ and _________________ .

III.  Live to be________________  ___________ by the Lord. – James 2:10-13

 A.  All it takes is ______  ____________ to be guilty of it all.

 B.  Speak and act as one living in the ______ of ____________ . 

  – Romans 8:37-39

 C.  No __________ will be shown to those who have shown no __________ . 

  – James 2:13a

 D.  Living powerfully in and with _________ triumphs powerfully over    
          _______________ .  – James 2:13b
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