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The End Does Not Justify the Means
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Pent

up frustrations can boil over causing much
destruction and despair. That is what is happening
today. Generations of racial oppression, suppression,
and discrimination have boiled
over to the evil expressions of
anger, hatred, and unbridled
violence. The destruction of
property (both public and private), the destroying
of people’s livelihoods, the murder of many, and the
hurting and further depriving those that many are
protesting to up-lift. These are some of the many
consequences of the crazy times that we have entered
into.
No matter how crazy and evil the circumstances
that surround us may be, the end never justifies the
means. As Christians, we are called to a higher standard of living. Matthew 5:38-42 (NLT) 38 “You
have heard the law that says the punishment must
match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for
a tooth.’ 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If
someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other
cheek also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt
is taken from you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier
demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it
two miles. 42 Give to those who ask, and don’t turn
away from those who want to borrow. Loving and
bringing glory and honor to Jesus Christ is not for
the faint hearted and those who are casual in their
commitment to Him. This passage from Matthew 5
emphasizes this fact.
The essence of this passage can be summed up
from the phrase in verse 39 “…do not resist an evil
person!” This is a very bold statement and the best
example of living out this passage can be found in
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. The common
and worldly way to respond to evil people is to take
vengeance into your own hands or to push for the

law enforcement systems of this world to take the
strongest possible penalties against the evil,
especially those who have committed their evil acts
against us, personally. However, it is exactly in this
kind of situation that Jesus was admonishing us to
“not resist an evil person.”
Lawful and peaceful protests are allowed by our
government. Peacefully articulating
one’s grievances and complaints can
be used of the Lord for His glory and
honor. However, exercising your rights
to protests with the wrong spirit, can
and will work against the will of our
Lord. Today, many may be exercising
their right to protest the unjust kill of
a man by police authorities and the discrimination
against people of color. However, they are not bringing
glory and honor to the Lord by allowing their peaceful protests to be co-opted by violent and evil forces
that are intent on the destruction and overthrow of
almost everything that we hold as good and
righteous. Yes, they may have a just reason that
initially started their anger, but to allow it to rise to
the point of evil that is surrounding our nation today,
is very much like “throwing the baby out with the
bath water.”
This passage in Matthew is saying that there is
a higher calling and a more Godly approach to
addressing evil people within our society. First,
revenge needs to be removed from our way of living.
Romans 12:17-21 (NLT) 17 Never pay back evil with
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The End Does Not Justify the Means
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live
in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God.
For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the LORD. 20 Instead, “If your
enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will
heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” 21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing
good.
Second, love for those that suppress and persecute you needs to consume you. We have to realize that
Jesus loves the evil, but He does not love their evil. His desire for them is the same as His desire for us
that evil will be removed from them and from us, as far as the east is from the west. Jesus is once again
the epitome of this exemplary way of life. He laid down His life, freely, and did not even give a defense
as they gave false testimony and unjustly condemned Him to the cross. Jesus’ love for His persecutors
welled up within Him to the point that He begged His Heavenly Father: Luke 23:34 (NLT) Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes
by throwing dice.
If we would take seriously the call of Jesus to rise above the world’s call for revenge and to rise to His call
to love Him and to love our neighbors, we would be able to see His majesty and power rise to overcome
the evil and social injustices that circumvent our world today. In fact, lasting and permanent resolve to all
of these problems can only come through Jesus Christ and all that He commands us to do. Everything and
everyone else will only come up with temporary solutions that may come back and bite us again.
He is the answer and we need to lift Him up high. John 3:14-15 (NLT) 14 And as Moses lifted up the
bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who
believes in him will have eternal life. We need to be lifting up Jesus high so that all will have a chance
to believe in Him and when they do that, their love for Jesus will cause them to be a part of the solution
rather than a part of the problem. Even the vilest and most evil proponents can be changed to become the
strongest warrior for the Lord. This is the testimony of the Apostle Paul.
The “means” means the ways, strategies, and actions that one takes. Let’s take the “means” of the Lord to
be our call to address the systemic problems of our community and world today. His way of addressing
the “End” justifies and empowers His “Means.”
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Announcements

Dear Friends,
In these unprecedented times, women and men facing unplanned pregnancies are in need of our
support more than ever. Fear caused by job loss, food insecurity and general sense of uncertainty is
leading to even more women considering abortion. At the Malama Pregnancy Center, we’re here to
provide help and hope to women and men facing unplanned pregnancies on our island, and to provide
a chance at abundant life for their babies!
Our Malama Pregnancy Center team has been working hard, in making adjustments to meet needs
during this pandemic. Once such change is that we have been offering material assistance deliveries
to our clients in need of diapers, wipes, baby food, formula and other baby essentials to care for their
child. Recently, we have seen an influx in pregnancy testing and life-affirming options counseling
appointments at our Center.
A great way to ensure our work continues is most importantly by praying for our ministry! Another way
to help us continue to serve local families and ensure that life is valued on our island is by joining us for
our first-ever Virtual Baby Bottle Boomerang Fundraiser! As you might expect, this year’s Baby Bottle
Boomerang will look a little different. Given our current public health guidance, we will be hosting a
Virtual Baby Bottle Boomerang Fundraiser through our website.
It is simple to participate in our Virtual Baby Bottle Boomerang. Please visit
http://www.mauipregnancycenter.com
and “click” on our Donate tab to virtually fill your baby bottle and donate financially to the ministry of
MPC. Your support will make a difference! Each dollar we raise will go towards helping to save and
transform lives on Maui. Thank you for your continued prayers and support!
Warmly in Christ,
Joy Wright
Executive Director
Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui
64 Central Ave, Wailuku, HI 96793
Mailing: 1710 Ka’ahumanu PMB 423, Wailuku, HI 96793
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MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Coaching
Everything we do is built on
the belief that no church
planter should plant alone.

Pray that our planter coaches will be committed to their own spiritual health and development. Pray that our planters will experience coaching that is life-giving and transformational. Pray that planter coaching will grow amoung
lanuage groups and church planting spouses. And finally, pray for over 40 coaching leaders throughout North
America who are committed to deliver great coaching to every church planter in their specific regions.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Unreached Peoples of Timor-Leste
(tee-more LESS-tay) - The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (pronounced tee-more LESS-tay), often referred
to as Timor-Leste or East Timor, lies east of the Indonesian province of East Nusa Tenggara, and Australia is to its
south. It’s mostly mountainous, with a hot and humid tropical climate. Timor-Leste is a very new country. It was
recognized as such on May 20, 2002, after four years of fighting and conflict with Indonesia. Many people died
or were displaced during those years. Today, Timor-Leste is home to approximately 1.3 million people, nearly
half of whom live in extreme poverty. The country’s economy, which has not been good, relies on exports such as
petroleum, coffee, cinnamon, and cocoa. Many villagers survive by living on what they plant. Timor-Leste is
known as a Catholic/Christian nation, but there are 12 people groups that are less than 2 percent Christian and
three of those groups have no believers. Revelation 7:9-10 (ESV) says: “After this I looked, and behold, a great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a
loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” All tribes will be represented,
even those in Timor-Leste that currently are without a single believer. Pray for the salvation of the unreached
peoples of Timor-Leste.
* Turkic Peoples of the North Caucasus
Most of the Turkic peoples living in the North Caucasus are still waiting. They are waiting for all of God’s Word
to be translated into their heart language. Most have access, at least, to the New Testament, but work still needs to
be done with the Old Testament. Praise God that this work has begun and progress is being made! In fact, word
came last month that the translation of the books of Ruth, Esther, and Daniel have been completed! But there is
still much to be done. Pray that this foundational work will continue so that all the Turkic peoples of the North
Caucasus will be able to read all of God’s Word in their heart language.
* People of Factory Belt, China
As the world faces economic setbacks, many families are struggling to make ends meet. Pray for believers in East
Asia, that they will be given unique opportunities to show Christ’s love through hands and hearts of service. Pray
that they will give sacrificially of their time and resources, and pray that those who receive help will not be able to
deny the authenticity of that love. Ask that many will come to know the hope of Christ through these hard times.
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Announcements

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session starts June 6 - August 29
13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by
people who understand what you are going through
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable
GriefShare resources to help you recover from your
loss and look forward to rebuilding your life.

Electronic Giving Now Available
Go to our website at vifmaui.com and click on
the GIVE button at the top of the webpage.
Follow the prompts or
Text vifmaui to 77977 or you can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:
Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793
“Thank you”

Register online @ www.griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628

We are now using our permanent entrance on
Pualalea Circle off of Waiale Road.

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at
no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in
the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. You can
choose from over one million organizations to support.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase
you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. AmazonSmile will occasionally contact you about
donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity or about the program.
Select “Valley Isle Fellowship” for your charitible organization. Thank you for your kind consideration.
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Aware of and Avoiding Distractions
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. __________ Teachings. – 1 Timothy 4:1
A. Come from ___________. v. 1

1 Timothy 4:8-9

B. ____________ your time. – 1 Timothy 4:7
C. Could _____________ you.
II. ________________ Teachings. – 1 Timothy 4:9-10
A. ________________ means _______________ (Can be counted on!)
B. _____________ for ALL people.
C. ___________ all of the hard work and struggle that you can put in it.
III. Set an ____________. – 1 Timothy 4:11-12
A. __________ truth to all.
B. Be an ____________.
C. Don’t be ________________.
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