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Confronting Contemporary Difficulties
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the church that the church stood by and said nothing as the church that the church stood by and said nothing as 
Hitler murdered around 6 million Jews in the Holocaust.  Hitler murdered around 6 million Jews in the Holocaust.  
This accounted for about 2/3 of the European population This accounted for about 2/3 of the European population 
from 1941-1945, according to Wikipedia.  In fact, some from 1941-1945, according to Wikipedia.  In fact, some 
say that many of the church leaders stood in support of say that many of the church leaders stood in support of 
Hitler almost all the way through his tyrannical rule.  How Hitler almost all the way through his tyrannical rule.  How 
could the church stand by and see these demonic horrors could the church stand by and see these demonic horrors 
reign and not say anything?  reign and not say anything?  

Today, we are seeing the rise of many evils all around Today, we are seeing the rise of many evils all around 
the U.S. and in fact all around the world.  And in many the U.S. and in fact all around the world.  And in many 
cases the church stands by and says nothing.  I am in the cases the church stands by and says nothing.  I am in the 
sunset years of my life of ministry sunset years of my life of ministry 
and I want to stand up for Jesus and I want to stand up for Jesus 
Christ and to be a light shining in Christ and to be a light shining in 
the darkness.  I want to speak, but the darkness.  I want to speak, but 
speak in love, and to firmly uplift speak in love, and to firmly uplift 
the morals and standards of the the morals and standards of the 
Word of God.  Right now, about Word of God.  Right now, about 
the biggest cost that I can see for standing up for Jesus the biggest cost that I can see for standing up for Jesus 
is that some might ridicule me and might even shun me.  is that some might ridicule me and might even shun me.  
However, when I think of all that Jesus has done to bless However, when I think of all that Jesus has done to bless 
me and to save me, I think that is a small price to pay.  me and to save me, I think that is a small price to pay.  

Therefore, over the next few weeks, I will be addressing Therefore, over the next few weeks, I will be addressing 
issues that are confronting us on both the local and issues that are confronting us on both the local and 
national scene.  I believe that we must look at all situations national scene.  I believe that we must look at all situations 
through the lens of scripture not according to the news through the lens of scripture not according to the news 
media or through our politicians.  God’s Word can guide media or through our politicians.  God’s Word can guide 
us to take the right stands and to have the right character us to take the right stands and to have the right character 
as we address difficult situations.  Some of the issues that as we address difficult situations.  Some of the issues that 
I will pray about addressing are Social Justice (Critical I will pray about addressing are Social Justice (Critical 

DDearear People of Valley Isle Fellowship.  Our nation  People of Valley Isle Fellowship.  Our nation 
and world are in the midst of some radical changes and world are in the midst of some radical changes 

that has the potential to negatively impact all of us.  Now, that has the potential to negatively impact all of us.  Now, 
I know that there are many differing views on these issues, I know that there are many differing views on these issues, 
but I believe I need to weigh in and inform you of my but I believe I need to weigh in and inform you of my 
insights and perspectives.  I don’t mean for this article insights and perspectives.  I don’t mean for this article 

to be divisive, but I believe to be divisive, but I believe 
that these issues are already that these issues are already 
tearing us apart.  Edmund tearing us apart.  Edmund 
Burke, an Irish statesman, Burke, an Irish statesman, 
economist, and philosopher economist, and philosopher 
who lived from 1729-1797, who lived from 1729-1797, 
is widely credited with a is widely credited with a 

statement that says something like “All that is necessary statement that says something like “All that is necessary 
for evil to triumph is for good men to say nothing.”for evil to triumph is for good men to say nothing.”

Over the next few weeks, I want to present to you some Over the next few weeks, I want to present to you some 
issues that I want to encourage you to study and to issues that I want to encourage you to study and to 
especially pray over, seeking the Lord’s guidance and especially pray over, seeking the Lord’s guidance and 
intervention.  I do not want to indoctrinate or coerce you intervention.  I do not want to indoctrinate or coerce you 
in my beliefs.  However, I do want you to love the Lord in my beliefs.  However, I do want you to love the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to be sacrificially obedient to Him.  Jesus Christ and to be sacrificially obedient to Him.  

This week I spent some time studying the life of Dietrich This week I spent some time studying the life of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a German theologian who worked against the Bonhoeffer, a German theologian who worked against the 
regime of Adolf Hitler.  He worked to save the Jews and regime of Adolf Hitler.  He worked to save the Jews and 
to help them to escape from Nazi Germany.  He also spent to help them to escape from Nazi Germany.  He also spent 

his latter years in trying to live his latter years in trying to live 
out his knowledge and faith out his knowledge and faith 
in the Word of God during a in the Word of God during a 
very difficult historical period.  very difficult historical period.  
While Hitler was trying to While Hitler was trying to 
change the world and even change the world and even 
the church and Christians, the church and Christians, 
Bonhoeffer was seeking to Bonhoeffer was seeking to 

reclaim Biblical truth and to live it out.  His love and reclaim Biblical truth and to live it out.  His love and 
commitment to Jesus Christ and to the Word of God commitment to Jesus Christ and to the Word of God 
caused him to move further and further away from the caused him to move further and further away from the 
brain washing that most of Germany was under because brain washing that most of Germany was under because 
of the maniacal Hitler.of the maniacal Hitler.

Some have said that Hitler was so effective in brain washing Some have said that Hitler was so effective in brain washing 

(continued next page)
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Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

Race Theory and Intersectionality), Defunding Law Enforcement, LGBTQ issues, Legal vs. Illegal Immigration, Race Theory and Intersectionality), Defunding Law Enforcement, LGBTQ issues, Legal vs. Illegal Immigration, 
Abortion, Sovereignty, and most importantly – Liberalism and Compromise within the church.  These are difficult Abortion, Sovereignty, and most importantly – Liberalism and Compromise within the church.  These are difficult 
and controversial issues, but if we are not willing to address these issues openly with an attitude of truly discovering and controversial issues, but if we are not willing to address these issues openly with an attitude of truly discovering 
the heart and mind of the Lord, then we might drift away from the Lord and not even realize the heart and mind of the Lord, then we might drift away from the Lord and not even realize 
it.  We need to address these issues with the commitment that we will agree to disagree with it.  We need to address these issues with the commitment that we will agree to disagree with 
each other in an agreeable manner.  In other words, we need to let Jesus shine brightly even each other in an agreeable manner.  In other words, we need to let Jesus shine brightly even 
through our disagreements.  through our disagreements.  

There are so many things that Satan can use to pull us away from the Lord and two of those There are so many things that Satan can use to pull us away from the Lord and two of those 
are Silence and Division.  If we are silenced so that we will not speak, we will see evil are Silence and Division.  If we are silenced so that we will not speak, we will see evil 
progress.  And if we let our disagreements lead to division, then Satan will win.  Let’s allow progress.  And if we let our disagreements lead to division, then Satan will win.  Let’s allow 
Jesus to be our everything and that He will be the one to win in VIF.  God bless and keep you all!!!Jesus to be our everything and that He will be the one to win in VIF.  God bless and keep you all!!!

Your Pastor Search Committee bears a tremendous 
responsibility, and they need your support. 

Thank you for lifting them up on a daily basis. 
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
1 John 5:14 ESV

     Jennifer Bagoyo | Don Booth | Pam Edwards               
Eugene Fontanilla | Wayland Kam | 

Grace Motonaga | Darin Olaso

Pray for your Pastor Search Committee that they will be 
UNIFIED.

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in 
   ...the same mind and the same judgment. 

1 Corinthians 1:10 ESV



Youth Weekly Bible Study  
(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday nights 
6:30 p.m 
on zoom.us

For more information contact 

Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231
for more information

Childcare andChildcare and
Sunday School Sunday School 

during our 10:30 service 

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)

Announcements
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ALOHA! TO All LADIES of VIF !!!!ALOHA! TO All LADIES of VIF !!!!
You are personally invited You are personally invited 
to spend some time with us to spend some time with us 

on the patio enjoyingon the patio enjoying
some coffee, tea, prayer, some coffee, tea, prayer, 
discussions, scripture, discussions, scripture, 

testimonies, support, or pastriestestimonies, support, or pastries

LetLetʻ̒s FELLOWSHIP s FELLOWSHIP 
with ONE ANOTHER!with ONE ANOTHER!

Saturdays, June 12  and 19Saturdays, June 12  and 19
 4 – 5 PM  4 – 5 PM 

at theat the
Maui Coffee AtticMaui Coffee Attic

59 Kanoa St., Wailuku HI 9679359 Kanoa St., Wailuku HI 96793
For more information contactFor more information contact
Pam Edwards (808)446-4009Pam Edwards (808)446-4009

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!
to our VIF Graduates!!to our VIF Graduates!!

Dyllen-Jaye CaoileDyllen-Jaye Caoile
Hawaii Pacific UniversityHawaii Pacific University
Bachelors of  EducationBachelors of  Education

Ana FernandezAna Fernandez
Maui High SchoolMaui High School

Alysha FontanillaAlysha Fontanilla
Baldwin High SchoolBaldwin High School

Leah RudinLeah Rudin
Western Oregon UniversityWestern Oregon University

Bachelors in ScienceBachelors in Science

Ian TsangIan Tsang
University of  HawaiiUniversity of  Hawaii

Bachelors of  Business AdministrationBachelors of  Business Administration

Jordan VicenteJordan Vicente
Baldwin High SchoolBaldwin High School



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Tokyo, Japan TOH-kyoh) - Summer in Tokyo used to mean lots of volunteers coming to help with outreach activities and working 
alongside missionaries and local churches. This summer is looking very different due to the pandemic and the ban on tourists from 
outside the country right now. But missionaries and churches are looking at ways to do outreach in their communities and online 
such as using tracts and booklets with the Olympic theme as well as thinking about ways to attract people to outdoor events. Pray for 
wisdom, creative ideas, and cooperation between the Tokyo Team and partnering churches to result in many hearing the good news.

•Sub-Saharan African Peoples - “Give a huge praise to God regarding our colleague, George Smith. George contracted 
COVID-19 in early January, and this resulted in him being evacuated to Kenya for better medical care. For three months, 
George was unresponsive, and the doctors didn’t have much hope as his body began to shut down. We prayed, ‘God, if You 
are willing, we know that You are able. . . .” Brothers and sisters all over the world were praying for George’s recovery. In 
the middle of April, the medical team was finally able to begin weaning George off the ventilator and sedation. He became 
more and more alert, and his kidneys began to function, his lungs were healing well--from being 95% nonfunctional to where 
he was breathing without needing to be given oxygen. He continued to fight infections that came and went, but the last week 
of May, he was stable enough to be medevaced to the United States, where he can receive better long-term care. Praise God 
for safety in travel for George and for providing a place for his wife, Geraldine, to stay during George’s recovery. Please 
continue to pray for George, as he has a very long way to recovery. He is very weak and vulnerable to infections. Pray against 
infections, and ask that he will gain strength and continued healing in his body.”

•Southeast Asian Peoples - Please lift up Cambodia, which is similar to other nations suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some believers are carrying out food distributions to those in dire need of essentials. In the process, they are also sowing seeds 
of the gospel by giving out tracts and seeking other opportunities to witness and follow up in the future. Please pray for the 
salvation of those who read and hear about Christ. Pray for wisdom and strength for these laborers as they continue reaching 
out, and ask that they will have more opportunities to do so during this time.

•Arhuaco of Colombia (ar-WAH-coh) - Pray for believers as they seek to live out their faith within their cultural context. 
As they study the Bible, pray that the Holy Spirit will convict them and guide them in paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake in their communities.

CHAPLAINCY
Pray for the more than 3,500 SBC-endorsed military, healthcare and public safety chaplains as they do the difficult work of 
pastoring in uniform and supporting and counseling people in times of crisis. - namb.net/chaplaincy 
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Our missionaries face dangers most of us never encounter — and cannot imagine. Today 
we are going to pray for one of our missionaries who has served 32 years in Africa. We’ll call 
him Cole.

Let’s run through some of what Cole has faced in those 32 years. He has ministered during 
a war, and during a genocide in which many people were murdered. Twice people tried to 
overthrow the government in the nation where he served. He has seen political insurrection 
and terrorist attacks. More than once he stood up to armed bandits. He ministered to 
Christians who faced religious persecution. Once he himself lived on the street so he could 
serve others there. He was evacuated during a rebel attack. He battled and survived cancer. 
He survived an epidemic of meningitis. In 2020 he ministered in unique ways during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, Cole prayed in the early days for God to send him anywhere but Africa. But that’s where 
he has served for 32 years — and he is still there. God has been faithful.

Our church has supported Cole all those years — through all those situations — through our 
Cooperative Program giving.

Let’s pray for him now.



Valley Isle Fellowship CalendarValley Isle Fellowship Calendar

    
  6    9:00 am   1st Worship Service - ordinance of Lordʻs 
                   Supper
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service- ordinance of Lordʻs 
                   Supper
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
  7    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
  9    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
12    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Coffee Hour @ Coffee 
        Attic
13    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open

14    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
16    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
19    4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Coffee Hour @ 
       Coffee Attic
20     Happy Fatherʻs Day!
        9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
21    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
23    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
27    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
28    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 June 2021 June 2021



Our Good, Good FatherOur Good, Good Father
James 1:16-18James 1:16-18

I.  Don’t be __________. – James 1:16

 A.  Addressing ___________  ______________.

 B.  Encouraging them not to be ___________.

 C.  Believers being misled was a problem _________ and still 

  remains ________.

II.  God’s __________ . – James 1:17

 A.   ________________ and ____________ the Lord.

 B.  The Lord’s _________________ :

 C.  He is a very _____________ God.

 D.  He will remain the same ____________ . – Hebrews 13:8

III.  God’s ___________ . – James 1:18

 A.  He chose to give us _____________  __________.

 B.  He chose to give us ______________  __________ through His Word.

 C.  He chose to make us His ___________  _______________ .

Notes:
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