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Needing God’s Wisdom Now, More Than EverNeeding God’s Wisdom Now, More Than Ever
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

the result will be another changed life.  A domino effect the result will be another changed life.  A domino effect 
can then be realized as changed lives impact the lives of can then be realized as changed lives impact the lives of 
the unchanged so that they too can be changed.  the unchanged so that they too can be changed.  

When this kind of internal change takes place, external When this kind of internal change takes place, external 
changes are bound to happen.  Men will begin to make changes are bound to happen.  Men will begin to make 
decisions according to the will of decisions according to the will of 
God instead of the will of man.  They God instead of the will of man.  They 
will seek to create communities that will seek to create communities that 
would Glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  would Glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Decency, morality, and respect that Decency, morality, and respect that 
is all secured in love will be the norm instead of the is all secured in love will be the norm instead of the 
exception.  Glorifying God will translate into lifting up all exception.  Glorifying God will translate into lifting up all 
men with dignity and love, for God is love and those who men with dignity and love, for God is love and those who 
love Him will love all others.  love Him will love all others.  

All of this is possible and this is the time for it to happen.  All of this is possible and this is the time for it to happen.  
It can and will happen if we don’t lose faith.  If we don’t It can and will happen if we don’t lose faith.  If we don’t 
get discouraged and give up.  We have to realize that it will get discouraged and give up.  We have to realize that it will 
take one person being so radically changed by the love take one person being so radically changed by the love 
and power of the Lord that he/she impacts another person and power of the Lord that he/she impacts another person 

with God’s love and power.  This with God’s love and power.  This 
needs to happen over and over needs to happen over and over 
again until an unstoppable chain again until an unstoppable chain 
reaction is taking place that will reaction is taking place that will 
significantly change to men, significantly change to men, 
women, and children all around women, and children all around 
the world.  Think and pray for a the world.  Think and pray for a 
world that is changed by the love world that is changed by the love 

and power of the Lord into a world that would glorify and power of the Lord into a world that would glorify 
Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ.

Let me strongly encourage you to begin praying and Let me strongly encourage you to begin praying and 

WWee are entering into a time of transition as the COVID  are entering into a time of transition as the COVID 
restrictions are slowly being lifted and life seems restrictions are slowly being lifted and life seems 

to be returning to what we hope will be our normal way of to be returning to what we hope will be our normal way of 
life.  With the vaccines life.  With the vaccines 
being administered to being administered to 
more and more people more and more people 
and the viral infections and the viral infections 
lessening, it appears lessening, it appears 
like there are less people like there are less people 
being admitted into being admitted into 
our hospitals and thankfully less people who are dying our hospitals and thankfully less people who are dying 
of this dreaded disease.  However, there is still so much of this dreaded disease.  However, there is still so much 
uncertainty about our futures.  The greatest questions that uncertainty about our futures.  The greatest questions that 
I see are twofold: Will we be able to return back to our I see are twofold: Will we be able to return back to our 
pre-COVID days?  And, what is the new normal going to pre-COVID days?  And, what is the new normal going to 
look like?look like?

During these days of great hope but also of great During these days of great hope but also of great 
uncertainty, we desperately need God’s wisdom now more uncertainty, we desperately need God’s wisdom now more 
than ever before.  If we try to put everything back together than ever before.  If we try to put everything back together 

again with only man’s wisdom, I again with only man’s wisdom, I 
believe that we may end up in a worst believe that we may end up in a worst 
situation than ever before.  However, situation than ever before.  However, 
if we seek the Lord and His desires, if we seek the Lord and His desires, 
I believe that we could see some I believe that we could see some 
glorious days ahead of us.  Therefore, glorious days ahead of us.  Therefore, 
this makes the days ahead of us days this makes the days ahead of us days 
of great decisions.  The decisions to of great decisions.  The decisions to 

allow our Lord and Savior to be the King of kings and allow our Lord and Savior to be the King of kings and 
Lord of lords in our lives and in the lives of all who live Lord of lords in our lives and in the lives of all who live 
in this world.  This makes the work of the church, we the in this world.  This makes the work of the church, we the 
people of God, more important than ever before.  people of God, more important than ever before.  

 If man has his way, the future looks very  If man has his way, the future looks very 
distressing.  If God has His way, the future looks glorious.  distressing.  If God has His way, the future looks glorious.  
Moving into a glorious future with the Lord being Lord Moving into a glorious future with the Lord being Lord 
of all will take place one person at a time.  For when one of all will take place one person at a time.  For when one 
person makes the decision to allow Jesus Christ to fully person makes the decision to allow Jesus Christ to fully 
take control of all of their life, the change in their life will take control of all of their life, the change in their life will 
be so visible and powerful that those who surround them be so visible and powerful that those who surround them 
will be impacted by that Christ-like life.  A very strong will be impacted by that Christ-like life.  A very strong 
possibility is that that one changed life will pass it on and possibility is that that one changed life will pass it on and 

(continued next page)



Needing God’s Wisdom Now, More Than EverNeeding God’s Wisdom Now, More Than Ever
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

- 2 -

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

striving with all of your heart to be that person who is so radically changed by the love and power of the Lord that striving with all of your heart to be that person who is so radically changed by the love and power of the Lord that 
you impact those around you so that you can see their lives changed by His love, grace, and you impact those around you so that you can see their lives changed by His love, grace, and 
mercy.  Our heart’s cry needs to be, “Lord, let it begin with me!”  mercy.  Our heart’s cry needs to be, “Lord, let it begin with me!”  

Can this really happen or is this just a wild dream?  My answer is that “Yes” it can happen Can this really happen or is this just a wild dream?  My answer is that “Yes” it can happen 
because it is dependent on what the Lord can and will do, but since we live in a covenant because it is dependent on what the Lord can and will do, but since we live in a covenant 
relationship with the Lord, we have to do our part.  We have to be lovingly faithful to Him.  relationship with the Lord, we have to do our part.  We have to be lovingly faithful to Him.  
We cannot waver but our faith needs to have a solid foundation.  As soon as we make that solid commitment to Him, We cannot waver but our faith needs to have a solid foundation.  As soon as we make that solid commitment to Him, 
watch our Lord fulfill His part to us.  We need Him more now than ever before.  Let’s allow Him to change us fully watch our Lord fulfill His part to us.  We need Him more now than ever before.  Let’s allow Him to change us fully 
with His love, grace, and mercy.  God bless you all!!!with His love, grace, and mercy.  God bless you all!!!

Pray for Your 
Pastor Search Team

     Jennifer Bagoyo               Don Booth
               Chair                                  Vice Chair 

        Pam Edwards               Grace Motonaga
 Corresponding Secretary            Recording Secretary

    Eugene Fontanilla               Wayland Kam           
                            Darin Olaso       

You may contact your team through Pam Edwards 
(pamela.edwards@hotmail.com) or

the Church Office (vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com)  

Your Pastor Search Team is beginning to put together 
the Minimum Qualifications for the candidates VIF 
will be entertaining for the Senior Pastor replacing 
Pastor Steve on his retirement.  

Before May 30, 2021May 30, 2021, please submit any 
thoughts or ideas God has placed on your heart to 
PAM EDWARDS at 

pamela.edwards@hotmail.com 

We want to hear from YOU!



Youth Weekly 
Bible Study  

(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday nights 
6:30 p.m 
on zoom.us

For more information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

for more information

Childcare andChildcare and
Sunday School Sunday School 

during our 10:30 service 

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)

Announcements

Words of Appreciation and Gratitude. . .Words of Appreciation and Gratitude. . .
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MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•South Mongolic Peoples, East Asia - Recently, Rana,* a mother of two, shared that having an older Christian woman to invest 
in her life made all the difference when she was a young mom. “She came to me when it was so hard for me to leave my home. 
She held my children, prayed for me, shared Scripture with me, and listened to my heart. Now I have met a young woman who has 
two little ones, and I am investing in her in the same way. I am so thankful.” Praise God for the gift of mentorship! Pray that many 
believers living among South Mongolic peoples will obediently invest in others to grow God’s kingdom. (*name changed)

•Poles of Poland - Poland is a rapidly changing country. Economic and infrastructure development is giving young Poles 
opportunities that they have never seen before in their own country. Along with these changes are rapid spiritual changes. The gap 
in church affiliation between generations is huge; young people are less interested in being part of the traditional Catholic Church. 
However, they are not unspiritual. Most people are looking for a spiritual experience on their own terms, something that fulfills their 
spiritual needs without imposing rules. These changes also mean a new willingness to ask questions about faith. Many people are 
not satisfied with the status quo and are interested in making a personal decision about their faith instead of accepting what is given 
to them by society. This means that there is an unprecedented opportunity to share the gospel with receptive Polish people, but the 
window will probably be short lived. Please pray for the salvation of the Poles of Poland.

• North Africans in City of Broken Colors, Europe - Ibrahim* is homesick. He longs to visit his family in his homeland. His 
father died of COVID-19 earlier in the year, but he could not return for the funeral. With travel bans almost guaranteed for the 
summer, the hope of a trip home is fading. Ramadan, the Islamic month of fasting, was not the same this year, either. Groups 
were limited in size, and Ibrahim missed the large gatherings and sense of community. With each day, Ibrahim’s grief grows. 
He feels like he has no hope. His believing friend has shared with him stories about Jesus, but he does not know what to think 
of them. Pray for Ibrahim to experience the love of God. Ask that he will remember the stories of Jesus and His compassion 
for the people to whom He ministered. Pray for Ibrahim to put his trust in Jesus and to be comforted by Him. (*name changed)

•Mappila Muslims of India - (MOP-lah) - Pray for the local churches in one city. As in other parts of the world, these 
churches have suffered in different ways with the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. Ask God to show mercy and wisdom to 
the leaders and to awaken believers to the call of making disciples among all peoples

WHOʻS YOUR ONE?
Imagine if every member of your church could answer that question with the name of a person. How would it change 
your community? When you think of someone far from God, whoʻs the first person who comes to mind? Is it a neighbor? 
Coworker? Parent? No matter who it is, God can use you to reach them. Pray for yourself, your church and the churches of 
North America as they seek to reach the lost using the Whoʻs Your One tools. - WhosYourOne.com
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52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions

- 5 -

In our prayer time today, let’s focus on New Orleans. As you can imagine, we will not talk 
about Mardi Gras or jazz or the things that draw tourists.New Orleans is a mission field. Most 
of the city’s 400,000 or so people are lost and without Christ. Only about 12 percent of the 
people are evangelical Christians.

Our North American Mission Board has sent more than two dozen church planters to New 
Orleans to plant new churches that will reach many for Christ and disciple them in the 
Christian faith.

Let’s pray today for George and Joy Ross, our North American missionaries who serve in 
New Orleans. They are the cheerleaders, coaches and official encouragers of those church 
planters. George planted a church that multiplied, so he is experienced. He teaches many 
topics, from church planting to family life. He and Joy have six kids, so family is important to 
them.

George is always looking for church planters who may be called to New Orleans. He wants 
to see all New Orleans know Christ.

Our church supports George and Joy and all those other church planters through our 
Cooperative Program giving. Let’s pray now for them now.
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23    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
24    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
26    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
28   DOE - students last day of classes

30    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
31    Memorial Day - office closed
         6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 2    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
       6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 6     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
 7    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 9    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
       6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
13   9:00 am   1st Worship Service
     10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                       Childcare/Sunday School
       5:00 pm   Reservations open
14   6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 May 2021 May 2021  June 2021 June 2021



Attaining Godʻs WisdomAttaining Godʻs Wisdom
James 1:5-8James 1:5-8

I.  Wisdom is yours for the ___________. – James 1:5

 A.  Wisdom is the ________________ and ____________ to make wise 

  decisions during ________________ times.

 B.  The wise have _________  ___________ that they put into ___________.

 C.  This is the wisdom of __________ that makes you __________________.

 D.  It can be yours just for the ___________.

II.  _________________ faith in God alone. – James 1:6

 A.  Unwavering Faith needs to be the ______________  ______________ in 

  our asking.

 B.  Full confidence that God __________ and _____________ for our needs.

 C.  The lack of full confidence causes you to be ________________ and 

  _______________ .

III.  _______________ faith results in no results. – James 1:7-8

 A.  Unsettled, Wavering faith brings ____________ and  

  _____________________ .

 B.  __________ was one with this kind of wavering faith.

 C.  __________ was one with unwavering faith.

 D.  Ask God for His ___________ with _______________  __________ .
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