Valley Isle Fellowship

Love God, Love His Church, Love His World
1033 Waiale Road - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI 96793

Phone: (808) 244-0865 Fax: (808)249-0235

NEWSLETTER
May 19, 2019

www.vifmaui.com

New Seasons in Life
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

All

of us go through many seasons in our lives.
Seasons of challenge. Seasons of joy. Seasons of
grief. Seasons of great
expectations and excitement. Seasons of hard
work and seasons of
accomplishments.
All
these seasons contribute
greatly to the fabric and
texture of our lives. To
those who are in the season of graduation, we all say,
“Congratulations!” to you. This season of the joys
of accomplishments and of great expectations, is a
season that you will long remember and cherish.
However, I issue a warning to all graduates of the
dangers of this season. Every season has its joys, but
its dangers also lurk dangerously close. The most
threatening dangers are those that revolve around
bad and poor choices. The sad reality is that the vast
majority of the danger that can surround and stress
are the result of flawed decisions. These decisions
are preceded with flawed perspectives and misplaced
desires.
Here in Valley Isle Fellowship, you
have often heard me say that “Jesus
is the answer.” Even in this situation,
Jesus is the answer! When our desires are focused
on pleasing Jesus and when we seek His perspective
and His will, then the decisions that follow will be
solid and blessed by Him. This does not mean that
the results of this kind of decisions will be without
any challenges and difficulties, but it does mean that
Jesus will be with us bringing all of His power and
resources. During those times of deepest challenge,
we can be assured that He will never leave us nor
forsake us. Even if we were to enter into the valley of
the shadow of death, He will be there with and for us.

All of the decisions that
you
make
during
this
graduation season, do it in
order to bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ. Build and
mature your love and commitment to Jesus Christ so that He will be your
driving force in all that lies ahead of you. Seeking to honor the Lord in all that you do will greatly
enhance all of your efforts in whatever field you
would labor in. He will bring out the best that
you can be and do. Therefore, as your life gets
busy and hectic, spend more time in loving and
serving Him, not less. The great temptation is to
spend less time with your Lord as pressures of life
and time begin to crowd in on us. My counsel to
you is to spend more time not less with Jesus for
in Him are all the resources and insights that will
make us successful in bringing glory and honor to
Him. One of the great revival preachers of a few
past generations is noted to have said as he rose from
a short night’s rest, “Lord, I’m sorry but it looks to
be a very busy day, so I just need to spend more time
with you!”
This response indicates a tremendous love and trust
relationship with Jesus. How I long to have that
frame of mind to be so in touch and in tune with the
Lord. Finding our anchor and strength in the Lord is
the blessing of the challenges of life. Probably this
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New Seasons in Life
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

means that if I long for this kind of vibrant relationship with Jesus, it will mean that I will be faced with
many challenges and difficulties that will draw me into the loving and powerful arms of Jesus. He is the
reason for the season and He is the answer to all that confronts us.
What a mighty God we serve. Angels bow before Him, Heaven and earth adore Him. What a mighty God
we serve. These words from the song of yester years expresses what a mighty and powerful God we have.
Let us not forget that He is also such a God of Love, Grace, and Mercy. We don’t deserve all of the Love
that He showers down on us, but isn’t it great to know that He desires to bless us? The lyrics to How Great
Thou Art are a tremendous praise. Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee How great Thou art, how
great Thou art!
Whatever season of life you might find yourself in, I want to encourage you to know that Jesus is the
answer. He will be our resource to navigate the complexities of all the challenges that face us. Therefore,
spend more time with Him, not less. God bless you all!
~~~~~~~~~

Are you
interested in VBS 2019?

Volunteers Needed!

Come and see how you can participate.
We are meeting on
May 26th at Noon.
VBS is a week of Fun, Games, Crafts and
“Learn more of the Gospel”.
For children 3 yrs. old
to 5th grade.
VBS starts July 8th to 12.
See Steffen for more information.

Join a team to be part of this vital ministry caring for
our little ones (on a rotation basis)
during morning worship service.
For more information, contact
Josie or Steffen @ 264-0397
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Announcements
Gary Aiwohi December 30, 1946 - April 30, 2019
Gary Aiwohi was born on December 30, 1946, to the late Jack
Aiwohi and Lily Chai. He is survived by his wife, Heidi Aiwohi;
two sons, Andy and William; three daughters, Catelin, Sarah and
Hannah; five brothers, Daryl, Nathan, Ricky, Casey and Jared;
and three sisters, Sandra Romias, Valerie Dukelow, and Margo
Lemick.
A graduate of Kamehameha Schools, class of 1964, he went
on to the Church College of Hawaii and also attended Maui
Community College. He served in the U.S. Air Force and was a
Vietnam veteran.
Gary retired from the Maui Police Department after twenty
seven years of service and worked as an armed guard at the Social
Security Administration Office in Wailuku. He was a member
of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and the FBI
National Academy Associates. Visitation will be held on Saturday, May 25, 2019 at Ballard’s Family Mortuary
in Kahului from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 am; service will begin at 11:00 a.m. followed by a luncheon at noon. After the

Baby Bottle Boomerang

Pray for the ministry of MPC.
Get a baby bottle and fill it with cash, coins or checks.
(Checks made to Malama Pregnancy Center)
Return your filled bottles to the church
as soon as possible so that it can boomerang back out.
Starting from “Mother’s Day” (May 12)
to “Father’s Day” (June 16)
Thank you for supporting Malama Pregnancy Center.
See Ann for more information.
Join a yard work team
Sign up as a Team or
Sign up as a Family
Sign up at the back table or call
the office at 244-0865
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Announcements

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of May 23-25
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A
Week of May 30-June 1
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B,
Jennifer R*, Paul R
Week of June 6-8
Team 5
Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B,
Josie Y*, Christine B
Week of June 13-15
Team 6
Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Richard R
Jeannie & John K
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

Grief Share is a program with direction and
purpose. With Grief Share you will learn
how to walk the journey of grief and be
supported on the way. It is a place where
grieving people find healing and hope.
Starting on June 8-Aug 31, 2019
13 Saturday Mornings at VIF
From 8am-10am
Cost $10.00 per person
Workbooks and Refreshments provided
Please sign up at the back table
or online @ www.griefshare.org
For more information contact
Don Booth @808-495-1628
or contact
the office @808-244-0865

Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today May 19 Team 3: Francis C, Char C, Jaydee G,
			
Davin G, Wayne S
May 26 Team 4: Joanne R., Jezra S, Kayla R,
			
Kaitlyn R
June 2 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F,
			
Hawea R
June 9 Team 2: Wendy C,, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Rihanna V, Lauryn I
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Equality Act said to endanger morality, liberty
by Tom Strode

WASHINGTON (BP) -- New legislation that bans discrimination against gay and transgender people
would cripple Americans’ freedom of conscience rights, Christian and conservative leaders say.
On Wednesday (March 13), Democrats in the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives introduced the
Equality Act, a proposal that would add “sexual orientation” and “gender identity” to the classifications
protected in federal civil rights law. “Sexual orientation” includes homosexuality and bisexuality, while
“gender identity” refers to the way a person perceives himself regardless of his biology at birth.
Advocates for the bill say it is needed to protect the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) people in such categories as employment, housing and public accommodations --which includes
establishments that provide goods, services or programs. Opponents say they oppose unjust discrimination but contend the measure would denigrate Christian morality and coerce behavior in violation of
religious beliefs.
Both versions of the Equality Act go so far as to eliminate the use of the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act (RFRA) as a possible protection in cases covered by the measure. Enacted in 1993, RFRA requires
the government to have a compelling interest and use the narrowest possible means in burdening a
person’s religious exercise.
The Equality Act -- first introduced in 2015 -- appears certain to gain approval in the Democraticcontrolled House. The bill, sponsored by Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., has 239 cosponsors in a chamber
where only 218 votes are needed for passage. Only one of the cosponsors is a Republican.
The Senate -- where Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., is the chief sponsor -- has 46 cosponsors. Sen. Susan
Collins of Maine is the lone GOP cosponsor.
Russell Moore, president of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC),
described the Equality Act as “poorly named.”
“In the name of equality it would bully those who dare to dissent with the demands of the sexual revolution,” Moore told Baptist Press in written comments. “Every human being ought to be treated with
dignity, but placing sexual orientation and gender identity as protected classes in this kind of legislation
would have harmful consequences.
“This legislation would make the situation worse in this country,” he said, “both in terms of religious
freedom and in terms of finding ways for Americans who disagree to work together for the common
good.”
If the Equality Act were to become law, “its sweeping effects on religious liberty, free speech and freedom of conscience would be both historic and also chilling,” said Andrew Walker, senior fellow in
Christian ethics at the ERLC. “In short, the Equality Act equates Christian ethics with hatred and
bigotry.
“We believe all persons, including those who identify as LGBT, are made in God’s image and deserve
respect, kindness and neighborliness,” Walker wrote in a March 11 post for The Gospel Coalition. “But
this truth does not necessitate Christian capitulation to the sexual revolution.”
If enacted, the bill would cast “into the dustbin of history” the ideas “that marriage is a complementary
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Equality Act said to endanger morality, liberty
Continued...

union of a man and a woman, and that male and female are immutable, biological realities,” he wrote.
Kristen Waggoner -- senior vice president of the U.S. legal division of Alliance Defending Freedom -said Americans “simply deserve better than the profound inequality proposed by this intolerant, deceptively titled legislation.”
The Equality Act would “undermine human dignity by threatening the fundamental freedoms of speech,
religion, and conscience that the First Amendment guarantees for every citizen,” Waggoner said in a
written statement. “Like similar state and local laws, it would force Americans to participate in events
and speak messages that violate their core beliefs.”
Emilie Kao, director of the Heritage Foundation’s DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society, said
the bill “would empower government authorities to open every girl’s locker room and sports team to
males who self-identify as female; pressure doctors to administer puberty-blocking hormones to children
over the objections of their parents; and punish Americans who fail to engage in government-compelled
speech.”
“Congress should resist the deeply authoritarian impulse that this bill represents,” she said in written
comments.
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi tweeted upon the Equality Act’s introduction, “No American should
face discrimination based on who they are or who they love.”
In a March 13 news conference, she said, “We look forward to a swift, strong and successful vote on this
bill.”
“Sexual orientation” and “gender identity,” or SOGI, policies in some states have especially affected
professionals who serve at weddings -- such as cake designers, florists and photographers who disagree
with same-sex marriage. Some have lost their businesses as a result of government rules.
Adoption agencies, religious colleges, ministries for the needy, businesses and churches are among the
organizations that have faced legal action for their commitment to marriage as a male-female institution,
their determination to maintain policies in keeping with their beliefs and their willingness to protect
privacy by preventing people of the opposite sex from using restrooms and locker rooms.
Some evangelical Christian leaders have sought to find a way to protect both “sexual orientation/gender
identity” and religious liberty by including religious exemptions in SOGI laws. The National Association
of Evangelicals and the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities have endorsed such proposals.
More than 20 leaders of Southern Baptist institutions signed a December 2016 document that rejected
such an approach, however. The statement, issued by the Colson Center for Christian Worldview, said
even “narrowly crafted” SOGI laws “threaten fundamental freedoms, and any ostensible protections for
religious liberty appended to such laws are inherently inadequate and unstable.”
Nearly half of the 50 states already have protections against LGBT discrimination. Twenty-one states and
the District of Columbia have laws explicitly banning discrimination based on “sexual orientation” and
“gender identity,” according to the Movement Advancement Project (MAP). Two more states interpret
existing law as prohibiting such discrimination, and one state bars discrimination based only on “sexual
orientation.” Twenty-six states have no explicit prohibitions.
MAP describes itself as a think tank that provides research to help hasten equality for LGBT people.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Russell Moore’s comments were added to this story March 15 after the report was originally published.
Tom Strode is Washington bureau chief for Baptist Press, the Southern Baptist Convention’s news service. BP reports on missions,
ministry and witness advanced through the Cooperative Program and on news related to Southern Baptists’ concerns nationally and
globally.

-6-

Evening Worship Service Notes
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

A Rewarding Life in Christ
I. Known and Chosen. – 1 Peter 1:1-3a

1 Peter 1:1-12

A. God _________ you and __________ you long ago.
B. His Spirit has made you _________ .
C. Result – you _________ and have been ____________ by the blood of Jesus.
D. Praying that God will give you more __________ and __________.

II. A Family Inheritance. – 1 Peter 1:3b-6
A. Great ______________.
1. Because of who God _______.

2. Because of His great _____________ and His mighty

.

B. A priceless heavenly _______________ .
1. _________ and _________________.
2. Beyond the reach of ___________ and __________.
C. God is _______________ you by His power.
1. Through your __________.
2. Until you receive this ______________.
D. Great reason to ____________ .
E. Have to endure _________ ___________for a little while.

III. A Tested and Refined Faith. – 1 Peter 1:7-8
A. ___________ bring out genuine faith.

1. ____________ and ______________ your faith.
2. Making it more _____________ than gold.
B. Strong faith ______________ through many

.

1. Brings praise,__________, and honor.
2. Develops _____________ _________ .
3. Brings _________________ ________ .

IV. A Rewarding Life. – 1 Peter 1:9-12
A. ______________ is the reward.

B. This is what the _____________ of old wanted to know.
C. However, for the prophets, this message was ______ ______ ________, but for you.
D. ______________ in the power of the Holy Spirit announces this Good News.
E. Even the ___________ eagerly watch these things happen.
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
West

Vast spiritual lostness describes just

about the whole western region.
Almost nine out of 10 residents in
the West have no relationship with
Christ.

Pray for the urban, Send City areas of the West. Pray for the lost in the very religious areas like Salt Lake City.
When you are in a secular place, it is easy to see the need for the gospel, but when religion is all around, lostness is
well camoflaged. Pray for the more rural areas like Hawaii-paradise needs partners, too!

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

* Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

https://www.imb.org/pray/

(REE-oh day juh-NAIR-oh) - The HPZ Rio de Janeiro Team asks you to pray for new a church plant in the district
of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) that was started by Pastor Randy.* The team writes: “Intercede
for the small groups that are meeting and for the training that Pastor Randy is receiving from missionaries Guy
and Elena Key in the area of church planting. There are 67,500 students on this university campus and very little
Christian witness. In 2015, QS World University Rankings ranked UFRJ as the best Brazilian federal university,
the third best university in the country, and the fifth among Latin American institutions. What an opportunity this
is to impact the future leaders of Brazil right here in Rio de Janeiro!” (*name changed)
* Uighurs of Post-Soviet Central Asia

(WEE-ghurs) - When Zoe* went through chemotherapy for breast cancer, her husband, Hassan,* stayed home with
their baby on Sundays so she could go to church. She was desperate for encouragement and social interaction. Because she was suffering so much, Hassan made sure that she was able to go to conferences and outings that would
build up her spirit. Praise the Lord that Zoe is now in remission and is on fire for the Lord, as she has been filled
in so many ways! However, a habit of only her attending church has been established within their family. Their
son is now five years old. This is very common among the Uighur people. Since the churches don’t really have a
children’s program, one spouse attends and the other stays home with the children. Or only one spouse is a believer,
and there isn’t even the option of attending church on Sundays. Another problem within the Uighur church is the
“possessiveness” that leaders have, making attendees uncomfortable about going somewhere else that might be a
better fit for them. Pray for healthy churches among the Uighur people. Pray for Hassan and Zoe to find a place to
fellowship together as a family. (*names changed)
* Danes of Denmark

A Nordic West Team member in Copenhagen, Denmark, will be taking a portion of her final language exam on
Tuesday, May 14, to test out of full-time language learning. This exam will cover reading and writing. Please pray
that this team member will be able to remember and accurately convey the Danish language in this exam.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

May 2019

2

19 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

3

June 2019

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4-8 HPBC Keiki Camp Puu Kahea

20 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
22 6:30 pm - Youth Night

5

6:30 pm - Youth Night

25 10:00 am - Maui Christian Academy Graduation

7

5:30 pm - MOvinG Men of God Men’s Ministry

26 9:00 am - Worship Service

9

		
- Ordinance of Lord’s Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
11 Kamehameha Day Holiday- Office Closed

27 Memorial Day Holiday - Office Closed
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

12 6:30 pm - Youth Night
16 9:00 am - Worship Service -Happy Fatherʻs Day
10:30 am - Sunday School

29 6:30 pm - Youth Night
31 DOE Last Day for Students

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE
Worship Service - 9:00 am

Watch the AM service live on YouTube
-Valley Isle Fellowship

Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

@VIFMaui
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Ignoring and Disobeying the Lord
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Amos 1:1 – 3:2
I.

Sinning __________ and __________.
A. Israel’s ______________ . – Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13, 2:1
B. __________ (Southern Kingdom) – Amos 2:4
C. ___________(Northern Kingdom) – Amos 2:6

II. Specific _________.
A. Israel’s neighbors.
B. Judah (Southern Kingdom) – Amos 2:4
C. Israel (Northern Kingdom) – Amos 2:6-8 & 2:12
III. Specific ___________________ and ________________ .
A. Specific __________________.
– “I will not let them go unpunished.”
– Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13, 2:1, 4, & 6
B. Specific __________________.
– Amos 1:4-5; 7-8; 10; 12; 14-15; 2:2-3; 5; 9-10; 12-16
		
IV. Those who can _________ , must ___________.
A. The specific sins were ______________.
B. The common evil – ______________ from and _________________ to
the Lord.
C. The most tragic was ___________ .
Amos 3:1-2 (NLT) 1 Listen to this message that the Lord has spoken against you,
O people of Israel – against the entire family I rescued from Egypt. 2 From among
all the families on the earth, I have been intimate with you alone. That is why I must
punish you for all your sins.
D. The most tragic today are those who have called on the Lord for _________ ,
but who ___________ and ____________ .
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