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Uncertainty Brings OpportunityUncertainty Brings Opportunity
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

would have to do is turn their backs on their faith in Jesus would have to do is turn their backs on their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  That was a choice that pushed them to the point of Christ.  That was a choice that pushed them to the point of 
extreme decisions and they extremely chose Jesus.  extreme decisions and they extremely chose Jesus.  

As the full court press of uncertainty is trying to squeeze As the full court press of uncertainty is trying to squeeze 
the very life out of us, it is important the very life out of us, it is important 
that we follow the heroic examples that we follow the heroic examples 
that others have set for us and that that others have set for us and that 
the Bible teaches and commands the Bible teaches and commands 
of us.  I find the book of James to of us.  I find the book of James to 
clearly teach and command us to clearly teach and command us to 
be people of faith and trust in our be people of faith and trust in our 
Lord.  He calls on us to be people Lord.  He calls on us to be people 
of faith during faithless times.  In actuality, in the book of of faith during faithless times.  In actuality, in the book of 
James our Lord calls us to be super human beings.  Not to James our Lord calls us to be super human beings.  Not to 
be people who will do what comes naturally, but rather to be people who will do what comes naturally, but rather to 
do what comes supernaturally.  This kind of supernatural do what comes supernaturally.  This kind of supernatural 
ability and power can only be available to us if we live life ability and power can only be available to us if we live life 
God’s way, not our way.  God’s way, not our way.  

Life done God’s way is so powerful that anything that the Life done God’s way is so powerful that anything that the 
evil one may throw at us can and will be overcome.  It evil one may throw at us can and will be overcome.  It 

might not happen right away might not happen right away 
or in the way that you think or in the way that you think 
it should, but it will happen it should, but it will happen 
in God’s timing and in His in God’s timing and in His 
way, which is the best way.  way, which is the best way.  
The book of James repeats The book of James repeats 
time and time again how we time and time again how we 
need to submit to God’s way need to submit to God’s way 

rather than our ways.  He is the way, the truth, and the life!  rather than our ways.  He is the way, the truth, and the life!  
There is no better way than His way.There is no better way than His way.

TToday, I bring a series of messages going through the oday, I bring a series of messages going through the 
book of James.  I don’t plan to go through James in a book of James.  I don’t plan to go through James in a 

rushed manner, so it will probably take us a few months.  rushed manner, so it will probably take us a few months.  
This book has helped This book has helped 
me greatly throughout me greatly throughout 
my life.  Many practical my life.  Many practical 
messages and lessons are messages and lessons are 
contained in this book contained in this book 
and I believe the critical and I believe the critical 
days that we now live in days that we now live in 
demand a relook at how the Lord desires us to think, feel, demand a relook at how the Lord desires us to think, feel, 
and act.  This book of James allows us to clearly look and act.  This book of James allows us to clearly look 
and hear His desire for us to be transformed into people and hear His desire for us to be transformed into people 
that will bring Him glory and honor and who will bring that will bring Him glory and honor and who will bring 
fulfillment and joy into our own lives.  fulfillment and joy into our own lives.  

More and more, our world is being filled with so much More and more, our world is being filled with so much 
uncertainty in so many segments of our lives.  From uncertainty in so many segments of our lives.  From 
our physical and medical challenges, to the moral and our physical and medical challenges, to the moral and 
political, and finally from the emotional to financial areas political, and finally from the emotional to financial areas 
of our lives there is so much uncertainty.  However, James of our lives there is so much uncertainty.  However, James 
says so much for people who face uncertainty.  says so much for people who face uncertainty.  

Let me say to you, the people of Valley Isle Fellowship, Let me say to you, the people of Valley Isle Fellowship, 
that there is no excuse for yielding to the fear and despair that there is no excuse for yielding to the fear and despair 
of the uncertainty that is surrounding us and trying to of the uncertainty that is surrounding us and trying to 

choke us out.  To use the phrase from choke us out.  To use the phrase from 
basketball, there is a full court press basketball, there is a full court press 
going on in every major section of life going on in every major section of life 
by forces of evil that are trying to steal, by forces of evil that are trying to steal, 
kill, and destroy our temporal and kill, and destroy our temporal and 
eternal lives.  The fear is so gripping eternal lives.  The fear is so gripping 
and the fear seems to tragically being and the fear seems to tragically being 
morphed into violence.  This fear is morphed into violence.  This fear is 
also radically changing the way we also radically changing the way we 

think about and show trust in our Lord.think about and show trust in our Lord.

Throughout history, especially throughout Biblical history, Throughout history, especially throughout Biblical history, 
when life and faith were pushed to the point where people when life and faith were pushed to the point where people 
had to choose one or the other, many chose faith.  When had to choose one or the other, many chose faith.  When 
one could easily choose to live, many chose to die in order one could easily choose to live, many chose to die in order 
for them to remain faithful unto their Lord and Savior.  In for them to remain faithful unto their Lord and Savior.  In 
order for them to continue to have physical life all they order for them to continue to have physical life all they 

(continued next page)
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Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 

(808)419-8100

Youth Weekly 
Bible Study  

(grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

Wednesday nights 
6:30 p.m 
on zoom.us

For more information contact 
Wesley Kiaha (808) 281-4231

for more information

Childcare andChildcare and
Sunday School Sunday School 

during our 10:30 service 

Infant-2 years
Childcare Room

Age 3-5 years
Overflow Lanai

1st grade-5th grade 
Fellowship Lanai

For more information: 
Steffen(264-0397) or 

Josie (264-8142)

I want to encourage you to join us as we journey through the book of James.  You will not go wrong if you truly I want to encourage you to join us as we journey through the book of James.  You will not go wrong if you truly 
submit all that you are and all that you have to Jesus Christ.  A radical faith and love in Jesus Christ will do much submit all that you are and all that you have to Jesus Christ.  A radical faith and love in Jesus Christ will do much 
to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ and to see people’s lives joined to a transformative life in Him.  to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ and to see people’s lives joined to a transformative life in Him.  
Let Him be your everything and see how the book of James can help you to understand that kind of committed and Let Him be your everything and see how the book of James can help you to understand that kind of committed and 
loving life.  God bless you!!!loving life.  God bless you!!!

Pray for Your 
Pastor Search Team

     Jennifer Bagoyo               Don Booth
               Chair                                  Vice Chair 

        Pam Edwards               Grace Motonaga
 Corresponding Secretary            Recording Secretary

    Eugene Fontanilla               Wayland Kam           
                            Darin Olaso       

You may contact your team through Pam Edwards 
(pamela.edwards@hotmail.com) or

the Church Office (vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com)  

With a Grateful Heart . . .With a Grateful Heart . . .



MISSION NEWS
North American Missions Board  (NAMB) Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
Pray

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

•Tihama Yemeni Arabs of Yemen (tih-HAH-mah) - Isaiah 40:29 (NIV) states that God “gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak.” Among the people of the Tihama, the weakest are the very young and the very old. Pray that the weakest 
Tihama Yemeni Arabs will hear the gospel and believe in a powerful God who can give them strength. Pray especially for children 
and adults with special needs. Ask that these Tihama Yemeni Arabs who are typically looked down upon and cast off will know that 
God loves them and wants to welcome them into His forever family.

•South Asians in Africa - “This country is back in lockdown again for 30 days, and a curfew has been imposed. This is because the 
third wave of COVID-19 is rising here. It really limits our movement. Please pray that God will continue to work among the people 
despite the lockdown. Ask for His Spirit to continue to move in their hearts and for His children to bear witness to their neighbors. 
Pray for us to stay healthy and strong during this pandemic. May we be fruitful and stay fruitful!”

• Peoples of Northern Gujarat, India (GOO-juh-raht) - Kinjal,* Shrada,* and Sheetal* grew up being taught to worship 
idols and follow the teachings of both dead and living spiritual gurus. Recently, Sheena,* who also used to worship idols but 
was saved two years ago, met with them to share the good news. For several weeks, she has been sharing a set of 35 Bible 
storying lessons with these young women and their mothers. They’ve been astonished to see how the world was made, where 
sin came from, how the consequences of sin explain what the world is like now, and the attributes of the Most High God. 
Please pray as they finish the story set this month, asking that they will believe in Christ, repent of their sins, and turn away 
from their idol worship and toward Jesus. Pray also for Sheena to be encouraged and refreshed in all of her efforts in sharing 
the good news. “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV). (*names changed)

• Bangkok, Thailand (BANG-kok) - “Mae* is a new believer who came to faith during the time that our Church and 
Leadership Development Team did Christmas evangelistic outreaches. She has a passion to share the good news with others, 
and the Lord has used her to lead many to faith, including her husband. She recently baptized many of her adult relatives. Pray 
that she and her husband will grow spiritually, as will other new believers with whom they are following up. Pray that they all 
will partner together in sharing the gospel with those they know and meet.” (*name changed)

“Pray for Las Vegas, a city that continues to fight through the widespread physical, emotional and economic effects of 
COVID-19. Pray for leaders to be raised and Multiplying Churches to be planted that would continue pressing back against 
the darkness and pain in this city. Pray that people would keep running to Jesus in the midst of the crisis.” - Heiden Ratner, 
Las Vegas Send City Missionary
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Las Vegas, NVLas Vegas, NV

2,231,647
people live in metro 

Las Vegas

86.7%
of the population is 
estimated as lost

1 SBC church for every
22,096

Las Vegas residents



52 Sundays
Celebrating the global impact our church is making through                                                     

Cooperative Program supported missions
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Today in our prayer time we want to pray for two of our missionaries who serve way south 
of the border. Johnny and Donna Maust serve in Ecuador, which sits on the upper left side 
of South America. Our church supports them down there through our Cooperative Program 
giving.

Now, Johnny is a fine missionary, but today we’re going to focus on Donna. The story started 
when Donna wanted to get to know people in the town where they moved. She entered a 
cooking contest. And her light-but-rich strawberry cheese pie won second place! The pie was 
so good a government leader asked her to teach cooking classes in his house. That led to 
Bible studies. Those went so well that a church was planted.

Next Donna learned to make soap and started classes teaching women how to make it. 
Twelve women started a company to make the soap and sell it to hotels and stores. See? 
Even cheese pie and soap can help us share the gospel and plant a new church if we follow 
Donna’s example.

Let’s ask God’s blessings on Johnny and Donna! And let’s stand by to see what Donna does 
next!
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16    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
17    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
19   5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
       6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
21    H.P. Baldwin HS Commencement
22    Maui HS Commencement
23    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
24    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
26    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
        6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

28   DOE - students last day of classes

30    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
31    Memorial Day - office closed
         6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 2    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
       6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online

 6     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
      10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
                        Childcare/Sunday School
        5:00 pm   Reservations open
 7    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online

 9    5:00 pm   Reservations close                                                      
       6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  fax: (808) 249-0235 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

 May 2021 May 2021

 June 2021 June 2021



Donʻt Worry!Donʻt Worry!
James 1:1-4James 1:1-4

I.  An accepted and desired _____________ . – James 1:1a

 A.  An accepted and desired ____________  _________ .

 B.  What is your  ____________ with the Lord?

 C.  Who are you a _________ of? – Romans 1:1 and John 8:34 

 D.  Is it _______ to be a slave?

  

II.  Addressing the people of _______ , the __________ . – James 1:1b

 A.  Written to  ______________, the __________ .

 B.  Written to __________  __________ of Jesus Christ.

 C.  They are _____________ .

 D.  Are facing various kinds of __________ .

III.     ________ , not ______ . – James 1:2

 A.  You cannot and will not escape _____________ .

 B.  Everyone is in the same ________ .

 C.  Don’t _________ , but consider it great  _______ .

IV.  Meant for _______ , but God turns it for _________ . – James 1:3-4

 A.   ___________  leads to ________________ .

 B.  Don’t __________ it but let it ___________ .

 C.  Will lead to _________________ and _______________, when you 

  will need  ____________  ________  .
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