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Welcome to Valley Isle Fellowship!

Thank you for participating in worship. Today, we continue our 8-weeks series in the New Testament 
book of Colossians. 

Please continue to use our 40-day prayer guide as we corporately seek God’s direction individually, 
for your Pastor Search Committee and VIF family.

Dr. Kenneth Priest, Transitional Pastor
817-709-9761, kenneth.priest@vifmaui.com
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Sundays at 4:00 PM
Sanctuary

Today’s topic: The Bible: Authority, 
Translations, Canonization
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Grace Motonaga, Recording Secretary
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Colossians 
Overview of weeks 1-3

Dr. Kenneth Priest

Week 1 (1:1-23)
The church in Colossae was established in AD 53-55 and the letter was written to the Colossians in c. AD 
62-63.

Paul had never visited Colossae, however he had undoubtedly equipped Epaphrus who planted the church. 
In the introduction chapter, Paul expresses his gratitude for their faith and testimony of Christ which they 
received through salvation.

Paul establishes Christ’s preeminence:
He is the Firstborn of all creation, He is the Head of the church, Because of Christ, believers are holy and 
blameless before God

Christ is our Redeemer:
-   God rescued us from sin
-   God transferred us from an eternal separation from Him to experience His presence
-   We are purchased back by our Creator through Christ
-   We are forgiven because of the shed blood of Christ

Christ is supreme over creation:
-   He is the exact likeness of God and Christ was the manifest presence of God while on earth

Week 2 (1:24-2:5)
Paul’s teaching was to address false teachers and encourage maturity among believers.

Paul states his:
-   purpose for writing the letter - to encourage the church to unite in love (Col. 2:2-3).
-   ministry - to reveal the mysteries from the Old Testament. Because of the work of Christ on the cross,
    and His resurrection, the Messianic understanding of the Old Covenant was revealed. 
-   missional purpose - to help both Jews and Gentiles to see this reality, that Jesus is the Christ.

He established a framework to address false teaching. He gives his warnings and admonishments for 
the church at Colossae to know Christ and the teaching of God. This knowledge would help them stand 
against false teachings.

Week 3 (2:6-2:15)
To fully understand the teachings of Christ, one must first accept Christ as personal Lord and Savior. Paul 
reminds the Colossians how they were saved.

Paul provides a defense of the faith. This defense is his theological heart of the writing. He addresses two 
issues from the false teachers:
-   Soteriology - person and work of Christ specifically related to the cross (discussed in week 3)
-   Sanctification - the application of the cross to the development of personal purity (discussed today, 
    week 4)

The false teachers were adding to the simplicity of the gospel message. Their focus was not just Christ 
alone, but rather you had to adhere to the Old Covenant as well. This legalistic approach also taught 
praying to angels (false understanding of Jewish teachings) and dietary restrictions. Paul taught this as a 
heresy on their part and against Christ. He encouraged the Colossians to study the teachings of Jesus and 
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Colossians overview continued...

and to know doctrine and theology to stand against false doctrine.

Paul’s argument:
-   Christ is the sufficient Savior
-   Christ is the sovereign Savior

*  *  *  *  *

Calendar
May Highlights
30 Memorial Day
	 Church	office	Closed
	 Weekly	Prayer	Service	canceled

June Highlights
19	 Father`s	Day
	 Pastor`s	Bible	Study	canceled

Weekly

Sunday
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
  Childcare/Children`s Sunday School 
  (infants to 5th grade after 2nd service worship)
12:00 pm New Life in Christ Fellowship -Tongan Worship Service
4:00 pm Pastor`s Bible Study-Doctrine & Theology

Monday
6:30 pm Prayer Service

Wednesday
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study, VIF Lanai
6:45 pm Multi-age Community Group Co-Ed (Vince & Jennifer Bagoyo`s home in person)
7:00 pm Young Adult Community Group Co-Ed (Brandon & Brittany`s Kelley`s home in person)
 
Thursday
9:30 am Kupuna Community Group-VIF worship center (Richard & Elaine Yamasaki) 
6:30 pm Multi-age Community Group Co-Ed(Steffen & Josie Yamada Zoom)
6:30 pm Multi-age Community Group Co-Ed(Neil & Phyllis Nakama Zoom)
7:00 pm Multi-age Community Group Co-Ed (Shawn & Grace Motonaga Zoom)

Saturday
3:3- pm Womeǹ s Bible Study-VIF worship Center (Pam Edwards in person)
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40 Days of Prayer
Week 5
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Day 29:  May 16 – Unity
Read Luke 24:49; Acts 1:12-14

After the ascension of Jesus, the disciples returned to the Upper Room in Jerusalem to pray. The 
text says, “all these with one accord” or “joined together constantly” indicating a unity among 
those gathered. This unity is the beginning place for Valley Isle Fellowship. As we are resetting 
our church to focus on the future, we need to be unified in who we are as a congregation and what 
we believe God wants us to do. Our focus should be on the Great Commission task God has for us 
in this community.

Prayer
Pray we are . . . 
. . . unified in purpose: The Great Commission
. . . unified in practice: to love (serve) God, love (serve) His church and love His world
. . . unified in philosophy: in who we are as a church family.

Day 30:  May 17 – Expectation
Read Acts 2:1-4, 6, 38 and 42-47

Today’s reading is a continuation from yesterday’s focus on unity. In today’s text, “. . . they 
were all together in one place.” Though they were physically in the same room, this is not about 
location, but rather they were unified in prayer for 10 days with the expectation for God to do 
something in their presence. Although, they did not know what he meant. At the end of 10 days 
is where God sent His Holy Spirit to indwell believers in Jesus Christ and witnessed the launch 
of the New Testament Church. As a congregation, we need to be “together in one place” with an 
expectation for God to move in our midst.

Prayer
Pray God would give you a sense of expectation for His work. Ask Him to focus your mind and 
heart on how He is working in our community and in our church. Ask God to reveal where your 
faith is limiting and to break down the barriers of doubt to accept Him at His Word.

Day 31:  May 18 – Take a Soil Test
Read Matthew 13:1-9

Jesus addressed a large crowd of people, telling a parable (an earthly story with a heavenly 
meaning) to talk about a person’s heart. As the farmer scattered seed, it fell along the path, on 
rocky ground, among thorns, and on good soil. Jesus desires for His followers to have hearts (soil) 
that yield a harvest.

What is the present condition of your heart? In Jesus’ parable, He talks about four kinds of soil 
(hearts): 
1. A calloused heart. This person lacks spiritual and ministerial expectations, goes through the 
motions, and relates to God with a selfish agenda.



40 Days of Prayer
Week 5

2. A shallow heart. This person is often immature in the faith and busy in ministry.
3. A distracted heart. This person battles the worries of life and the deceitfulness of wealth.
4. A productive heart. This person lives his or her life to fulfill God’s mission. To plant a 
garden, the ground soil, must first be broken. If you desire to yield a spiritual harvest, brokenness 
is often what God uses.

Prayer
Are you willing to be broken for God’s glory? What is currently breaking your heart and spirit? 
What kind of soil are you? Ask the Lord today to show you the condition of your heart. If you have 
a calloused, shallow, or distracted heart, allow the Lord to transform. He wants you to have a pro-
ductive heart that loves Him, builds His church, and expands His kingdom.

Day 32:  May 19 – The Appearance of  Righteousness
Read Matthew 23:27-28

The Pharisees and Scribes held an impossibly legalistic standard. In our text Jesus points to the 
reality of requiring one thing of others but living a different way. This is giving the appearance of 
righteousness. Often this occurs in the local church. In fact, we hear the lost or disenfranchised 
with the church say, “why would I go there with a bunch of hypocrites.” Essentially calling out the 
potentially legalistic standards we may have set, but do not live by. Maybe they see how we live 
Monday through Saturday, and then we show up to church on Sunday as if we are spiritual people. 
Many attend churches but are not being transformed into the image of Christ. Maybe because they 
have not accepted Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. Maybe there are those who simply want 
to give the appearance of a believer, but not willing to make the actual commitment to live in Christ. 
Today, reflect upon your relationship with Jesus. Do you have one? Or are you still in the process 
of developing one?

Prayer
For our prayer today, reflect on your salvation story. If you do not recall your salvation story, maybe 
it is time to begin a relationship with Christ. The simplicity of the gospel can be your prayer. John 
3:16 tells us, “God so loved the World, that He sent His only son, that whosoever believes in Him 
will not perish, but have everlasting life.” All you must do is Admit you are in need of salvation. 
Believe Jesus as Savior and Confess Him as Lord of your life. If you have never prayed this prayer, 
will you do so now? 

If you prayed this prayer for the first time, text Pastor Kenneth and let him know you have 
accepted Christ as Lord and Savior. He will follow-up and schedule a time for baptism, 
817-709-9761.

Day 33:  May 20 – Consider Others
Read Philippians 2:1-4

Consideration of others shows humility on our part. The text tells us to not only look after our own 
interests, but those of others as well. This is a trademark of community. We have a stewardship 
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40 Days of Prayer
Week 5

responsibility for our own selves, and families as well as consideration of others whom we are 
in community. The indicators Paul writes are to consider all you do, and if it is out of conceit, or 
selfishness, we are to set it aside. Sometimes our ego is what motivates us. The maturing Christian, 
looks at these motivations and asks, is this shining the spotlight on self or is it benefiting the king-
dom. Sometimes the most edifying move we can make, is to step aside and let someone else step 
in to fulfill the role.

Prayer
Ask God to reveal motivations which are honoring self, instead of Him. Pray God would give you 
the humility to know when it is time to step aside and let someone else step up to serve. Ask for 
clear guidance from God on how you are to consider others. 

Day 34:  May 21 – Ask, Seek, and Knock
Read Matthew 7:7-12

Today’s text returns to the concept of expectation. Jesus is saying we should petition God with an 
expectant attitude. The text implies God will give good gifts to His children. Notice the text, this 
refers to Matthew 6:33. These gifts from God are about seeking first His kingdom and its righteous-
ness. Our focus should be on seeking after what God would have us to seek. We should ask God 
what He wants us to pursue. We should see life through the lens of God’s Word as we seek out these 
opportunities. Finally, we should continue to petition to God to reveal to us what He would have 
us to see and know.

Prayer
Ask God kingdom initiatives He has planned for VIF? Pray for God to give us a clear vision of what 
He would have us to do. 

Day 35:  May 22 – Strengthen Your Faith in God
Read Ephesians 3:14-20

In our text, Paul issues a prayer for the church in Ephesus. His outline is for believers to be strength-
ened in God’s power. This type of strengthening increases our faith in Christ. Increased faith in 
Christ, provides spiritual maturity. Paul’s prayer is for the believers to understand the full measure 
of the love of Christ. Paul gives the boundaries of this understanding, it is the “breadth and length 
and height and depth.” This is a fullness of understanding we all should strive to learn.

Prayer
Ask God to strengthen your faith in Him. Pray to understand…
 …the breadth of God’s love
 …the length of God’s love
 …the height of God’s love
 …the depth of God’s love
In seeking understanding, write out the boundaries of the love of God in your life. 

*  *  *  *  *
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