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Sacrificial Love Going On and On
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

a cleaning and grooming service.  Sometimes their 
client is compliant and maybe even joyfully appre-
ciative.  But many times, they are resistant and even 
obstinate.  Many times these bundle of joys are un-
appreciative and unaware of the love and sacrifice of 
their angel from heaven.  
Sometimes mother’s discovery leads them to guess 
that they might be hungry.  Therefore the prep time 
quickly takes place as they always provide for a dine 
in, fine dining experience.  Satisfaction is achieved 
for both when mom has guessed right.  Frustration 
erupts when the guess has missed the mark.  And the 
investigation continues, even through the frustration 
and now the fatigue.  
They are called in to action at all times, because 
mothers have very poor union negotiators who have 
not been able to negotiate good work hours.  Their 
duty shifts are 24/7, with no over-
time pay.  In fact, come to think 
of it, there is no pay.  There is no 
vacation time, for the next 18 years.  
There is even no sick time and 
the “stay at home if you are sick” 
policy does not apply.  They work and serve no matter 
the time, the place, nor the conditions.  For they are
mothers.  Mothers are a special breed of homosa-
piens, who need to fire their negotiators who have 
failed miserably to get them better benefits and 
wages through out the generations and even through 
out the centuries.  And yet they keep going on and on 

The most overwhelming distinc-
tive of mothers that floors us all, 
is their loving sacrifice.  Men who 
have witnessed the pregnancy, 
labor, and delivery discomforts 
and pain that mothers go through 
have often said, “I would never go 
through that.”  Or maybe that was 

only me who said that.  Well, I don’t think that I am 
alone in saying that.  In fact, I believe that if men 
were the ones that God chose to bear the children, 
then human beings would be extinct.  Too many 
of us men are wimps when it comes to sacrificing 
our comfort and interrupting our daily way of life.  
Mothers, your love and sacrifice shines bright-
ly as you bear and give birth to your children.  
Thank you so much!
An even more amazing realization is that your sacri-
ficial love does not stop there.  Your loving sacrifice 
seems to go on and on.  Day after day, week after 
week, month after month, and year after year.  Your 
sacrificial love goes on and on and on.  
Children are so self centered that when their needs 
and desires scream at them, they scream at their 
mothers.  They rarely stop their screaming until their 
needs and desires are satisfied.  
The sacrificial love of mothers pushes them to fill 
many roles and occupations that were never in their 
training and skill set before.  But mothers are quick 
and resourceful learners.  They know how to impro-
vise and compartmentalize their lives in order to love 
and care for their new little ones.  
When their cute bundle of joy begins to scream, they 
quickly turn into investigators who have to interpret 
what those screams really mean.  Sometimes their 
investigation leads them to a smelly discovery that 
leads then to switch gears and to turn quickly into 
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and on.  They truly are a special breed.
These few qualities mentioned above are only a few of the many sides of these multi faceted and wonder-
ful individuals.  They are truly a gift from God to all of us and Mothers Day gives us a chance to show 
our love and gratitude for all of their sacrificial love.  Do you get the idea of how special our mothers are?  
Where would we be without them?  Thank you to all of our mothers and God bless you all!!!
However, let’s never forget how much more Jesus loves us and cares for us.  His love sees us through 
every storm and challenge, no matter how big or even how small they may be.  He is the one who gives our 
mothers the strength, resources, and love that keeps them going.  He is the one that walks with them and 
often, He is the one who even carries them through every challenge and joy that falls upon them.  Thank 
you, Lord, for our mothers!  But most of all on this Mothers’ Day, Lord, we thank YOU for all that YOU 
are, for all that YOU have done, for all that YOU are doing, and also for all that YOU will do!  Thank you, 
Lord!!!

          *   *   *   *   *  
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Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at vifmaui.com 

and click on the GIVE button 
at the top of the webpage. 

Follow the prompts or 
Text vifmaui to 77977 or

You can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:

 Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793 

“Thank you”
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Love Means Telling

Matthew 13:45-46 recounts the story of the costly pearl.  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a mer-
chant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and 
bought it.” This passage teaches us that the kingdom of God is immensely more valuable than all the so 
called pearls we have found.  It is clear here and in other parts of the New Testament that Christians who 
walk in obedience to Christ know Jesus is our greatest possession.  Possibly the greatest tool of evange-
lism is a life fully surrendered to Jesus.  When we give Jesus all that we have, we are trading ashes in for 
beauty and the perishable for the imperishable.  Make no mistake, truly following Jesus will come with 
cost, but that cost doesn’t compare with the reward. 

Surrendering looks like dying.  Consider these words from Adrian Rogers, 

“You learn dying so you can start living.  You stop trying and start trusting.  The way you 
live the victorious life is not by trying.  It’s not you and the law, but God has provided a 
victory for you, and that victory is with the new person you’re married to, that’s Jesus 
Christ.  He is Love. Love tells you to do something, then He just turns around and does 
it with you or for you.  You say, “This is wonderful.”  He says, “I want the bed made this 
way. Come, I’ll show you how to do it, I’ll help you to do it.”  He puts His hands on your 
hands and guides you, and everything you need, every demand—listen to me, precious 
friend—every demand of  God upon your life is a demand on the Jesus Christ who lives 
in you You can’t do it.  The sooner you throw up your hands and you say, Oh, wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from this dead body? hear the answer: I thank God 
deliverance comes through Jesus Christ.”

This is the message we share. Trade your ashes for beauty and trade the perishable for the imperishable.  
Come and meet love and love has a name… Jesus. When we see first hand the love Christ has for us the 
natural response is to share that love.  The first step in Christian love is to realize that Christ first loved 
us.  We must allow that love to change who we are so that we can have sweet fellowship with God.  It 
is through this fellowship that we learn what love is. When we have found this love it is only natural to 
want to share it. 
  
Can you imagine receiving the greatest gift imaginable and then hiding it and acting like nothing hap-
pened?  A few years back, Penn Jillette, a well known atheist of the magician duo Pen and Tellar, was 
given a Bible after a performance. You can imagine the courage it must have taken to give that Bible! You 
probably know how the story should end, but in short, Penns response may not be what you think. Penn 
recorded a video that you can find on youtube and he asks, “How much do you have to hate somebody to 
believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them?”  Is it possible that Christians worry too much about 
losing a friendship, or saying the wrong thing that we are guilty of not sharing? We would rather hide 
the greatest gift to avoid confrontation? Take some time and consider the cost of not sharing your faith. 



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* North Africans of Belgium
It’s been too long that Marva* has been struggling with unforgiveness in her heart over a family dispute. It’s to the 
point where it makes her physically ill just to think about it. Although she is of a different faith, this winter, Marva 
liked going to hear a Bible-believing message and to participate in the activities. She attended several Bible studies 
and also was reading the Bible herself. Marva and her friends were all invited to the church activities, and some 
went, but Marva never missed a day. In early spring, the Lord opened a door to share the gospel with her, taking 
her through the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation. She engaged in discussion about the consequences of sin, 
man’s need for a savior, and God’s plan with Jesus as the perfect sacrifice. At the end of the conversation, Marva 
was thankful for the words shared. A few days later, she went to hear a believer’s testimony. Then she attended a 
study offered to nonbelievers. Praise God for Marva’s interest and openness to hear the Word of God! Pray that the 
Holy Spirit will open her eyes and heart to believe. Pray she will release bitterness from her heart, entering into 
freedom to live a full life with the Lord. (*name changed)
* Church Planting in Zimbabwe
“It’s a challenge to write prayer requests, knowing that every one of you who will read these are carrying your own 
burdens,” writes a Zimbabwe Evangelism Team member. “Zimbabwe has been suffering in the midst of an eco-
nomic decline, and now Zimbabweans are having to deal with the effects of COVID-19. The response to the virus 
has been devastating for many who are now even more behind financially. Many, if not most, are now only hoping 
for their daily bread. Please remember these people in their suffering, and ask the Spirit to move among them. They 
may suffer here, but they could have eternity to look forward to if the gospel reaches them. ‘Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father’ (Matthew 10:29 ESV).”
* Lambayeque Quechua of Peru
(lahm-bah-YECK-ey KETCH-whah) - One of the Connect Peru Team’s local partners, Tito,* recently experienced 
a lengthy quarantine for COVID-19 in his community of service. Although it provided some interaction with com-
munity members, he had a prolonged period of time away from his family in the nearest city center. Ask that God 
will fill his heart with peace and with refreshment as he is now with his family. (*name changed)
* Bulgarian Muslims (Pomaks) of Southwestern Bulgaria
(POH-mahks) - After many years of trying, Hans* is now expecting her first child. She is the only believer in her 
family. It has been a very long pregnancy, with many complications. Please pray for Hans’s health and the health 
of the baby. Pray for her continued witness. (*name changed)

- 4 -

San Francisco, CA
7,756,158 people live in 

metro San Francisco
87.3% of the population is 

estimated as lost
1 SBC Church for every 

17,160 San Francisco Residents

“Pray for planters in the San Francisco Bay area who will be launching new churches in the coming months.  Pray 
for the planters and their families as they lead their teams in evangelism efforts leading up to the launhes.” 
- Rich Johnstone, San Francisco Send City Missionary
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A Mother Remembers 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.   __________ Events, Remembered. – Luke 2:16-20
     A. Thought about the _____________.
     B. Thought about the difficult _____________.
     C. Thought about _____________ and the _____________.
  
II.  _____________ Events, Remembered. – Luke 2:51-52
     A. Thought about His ______________.
     B. Thought about the __________ and _________.
     C. Thought about the ______________ and the ______________.

III. ___________ Events, Remembered. – John 19:25-27
     A. Thought about the __________.
     B. Thought about His _______________, ________________ life.
     C. Thought about the _______________.

IV. ____________, Remembered.
     A. No Regrets for _________. – Luke 1:28-33 
     B. Regrets for _________. – Romans 3:23
     C. __________, 1st day of the rest of your lives.
 1. _____________ with regrets. – 1 Corinthians 6:9a
 2. ________ regrets, by living holy and right lives. – 1 Corinthians 6:11
 3. Live _________, with no regrets, till the end. – John 8:36
 4. Live by His ___________.

 Notes:


