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Drawing Us Back to God
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

to say that I am ignoring the problems and stresses 
that are very evident.  I am doing 
my best to stay informed of all the 
challenges and difficulties that are 
surrounding us.  But, I choose not to 
focus on that, but rather to focus on 
the hand of God moving throughout 

our community.  By focusing on God’s mighty and 
gracious hand, I am much more positive and filled 
with joy.  During those times when I am distracted and 
start to focus on the trials and challenges surround-
ing us, I become more negative and despair tries to 
consume me.  I willfully and purposefully choose to 
set my sights on Jesus.  I pray that all of you would 
do the same.  He is a great and mighty God who loves 
us so supremely.  Praise His Holy Name!!!
Unless I am very disconnected from all of you, the 
word that I am getting is that all of you are facing 
challenges and trials, but God is taking care of all of 
you.  His love, grace, and power are with you all day, 
every day.  I praise the Lord, from whom all blessing 
flow, for all of His watch and care over us all.  I am 
getting most of my insight from talking with, email-
ing, and texting with our leadership.  The Lord seems 
to also be using the “stay at home” orders to draw us 
closer and firmer to Him.  I hear from many that they 
are spending more time in God’s Word, the Bible, 
and more time in prayer.  
On Monday evenings, we have a Prayer Meeting 
that has been going on for many years and this group 

What if a major reason for all of the sacrifices and 
challenges that we are all being put through is that 
we return to God?  If this might be a major reason, 
then a follow up question might be, Are we returning 
to the Lord?  

As a frail and sinful per-
son, my insight into what is 
happening is that God is 
using this challenge to draw 
us back to Himself.  I know 
that this whole challenge 

is causing me to bow before the Lord with greater 
frequency and greater fervency.  What about you?  
Is this drawing you back into a closer and firmer 
relationship with Jesus Christ?
Do you believe that “Romans 8:28 (NLT)  And we 
know that God causes everything to work together 
for the good of those who love God and are called 
according to his purpose for them,” can be applied 
to our current situation?  This passage is saying that 
“everything” is used by God for the good of those 
who love Him and are called according to His pur-
pose.  Since, we love the Lord and since He has 
called us to His specific purposes, doesn’t it make 
sense that He is also using this Coronavirus situation 
for some good purpose?  What greater good purpose 
is there than to be drawn into a closer and firmer rela-
tionship with the King of kings, and Lord of all lords, 
the Great Creator of the whole Universe?
If we can acknowledge and accept this perspective, 
then we will be looking for and sensitized to the 
hand of God moving through out this world-wide 
epidemic.  I get excited when I see the hand of God 
moving in our community and I am excited about 
what I am seeing.  Yes, there are many trials and 
challenges, but I am choosing to focus on empha-
sizing the active, moving hand of God.  This is not 

            (continued on next page)
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still faithfully gathers through Zoom Video Conferencing.  If you would like to be a part of this group, 
please email me (icastephen@gmail.com) and I will give you the instructions to join us on Monday eve-
nings at 6:30 pm.  We laugh and cry with each other over the great answers to prayer as well as the 
heartaches over the trials and challenges that many face.  Yes, the challenges are unprecedented, but the 
answers to prayer are mighty and spectacular.  I want to encourage you to commit to join us as we faith-
fully go to the Lord with humility and with joy.
As we may be moving closer to a loosening of the “stay at home” orders, this will probably lead to some, 
if not many, of being able to return back to work and maybe even being able to slowly return back to wor-
shiping together.  Let me give you a Prayer Request to earnestly be in prayer about:  That the Lord will 
complete and fulfill all that He desires in drawing us back to Himself in the time that we have left with 
“stay at home” orders.  Let’s pray that Jesus will be able to truly be Lord of all of our lives.  
God bless you all as you continue to be faithful to Him and grow in your love for Him more and more 
each day!!!

          *   *   *   *   *  
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Electronic Giving Now Available   
Go to our website at vifmaui.com 

and click on the GIVE button 
at the top of the webpage. 

Follow the prompts or 
Text vifmaui to 77977 or

You can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:

 Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793 

“Thank you”
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PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT ALL FEAR
1 John 4:7-21 (NIV)
God’s Love and Ours

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God 
has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There 
is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,  because fear has to do with punishment. The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love.
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 
For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they 
have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother 
and sister.
A devotional study in Bible in One Year  stated: “Here is the answer to the greatest longing of the world 
today. People are looking for love. Their hearts are searching. When you really know God’s love for you, 
your life is transformed. As we see in  1 John, God’s love is at the heart of the keys to overcoming  fear 
in  life: ‘There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.”
As we preach the Gospel to ourselves,  we take the scriptural directives to consistently and constantly 
THANK GOD for HIS LOVE. We STAND FIRM in HIS LOVE, no matter what  we are facing in the 
brokenness of this world. And we LIVE IN the LOVE of GOD in all of our relationships and interactions 
with people.
God commands us as those who live in His Love, without fear, to share His Love with those around us.  
All the time. By the example of Jesus. Propelled by the unmerited love He has for us. And the greatest 
love we can share is telling the fearful, faithless world that Jesus is the answer.
Continue to pray for who God has laid on your heart to be your ONE. And seek opportunities to speak 
life into their lives.  While we may be social distanced physically, there is no obstacle too big to keep us 
from life in Him.  So share.  With our ONE, with anyone God places in your path.  Because we all NEED 
JESUS, and lives are at stake.
Lord, help us to be a people of love who know their God and stand firm, overcome our fears, resist evil 
and take action.



Hi friends! 

How are you all doing? Have you been able to settle into a new rhythm of life these past few weeks? We pray that 
you are all doing okay.
I (Rachael) saw such a big answer to prayer this morning that I just have to share it! 

Some of you may remember a student, Kylie (second from the left with the purple jacket in the photo), who I had 
the privilege of leading to Christ two years ago. It was an awesome afternoon when she believed what Romans 
10:9says:
“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” And she was eternally saved!
Last week when we met on Zoom for discipleship Kylie shared how she 
had written out some encouraging verses from the Psalms to help her 
when she felt anxious about COVID19 or her dad, who is fighting cancer. 
She hasn’t been able to visit her dad (Kyle) since the coronavirus got bad-
so hard!
I asked Kylie if I could share the following story and ask for prayer and she said it would mean a lot...

This past Friday Kylie texted me telling me that she was flying to Phoenix to be with her dad whose cancer had 
taken a bad turn. She was scared to fly because of COVID19, and scared for her dad’s life. My heart hurt for her-
what a terrible thing to have to walk through. We prayed for her and for Kyle to make it through and to know the 
Lord if he didn’t already. 

This morning I texted to see how Kylie and her dad were doing. She responded that the weekend was really hard, 
“but my dad was baptized on Saturday and he accepted the Lord into his heart and my family and I got to witness 
that”!  What?! Wow, praise God!!
I don’t know the rest of the details but I know enough to see that God is faithful. He cares about those fighting 
cancer and COVID19 right now. He cares about their sons and daughters and families too. And He is able to eter-
nally save Kyle even as his physical life is weak and precarious. 

Would you please join us in thanking God for giving Kyle (and Kylie) eternal life? And would you please pray for 
Kyle as he continues to fight the cancer. He goes in for another surgery this Saturday. 
I hope that this can encourage you all. It has encouraged me a ton. God is able to save at any moment. I’ve also 
been reminded that He is able to restore at any moment those who have strayed from Him. If you personally have 
never put your faith in Christ, or if you have been walking away from Him, know that He loves you and is eager 
to welcome you right now. 

One last request. I got word this morning that a dear family friend, “D,” is also fighting for his life in the hospital 
and was given a very grim prognosis. Would you please pray for him? The same things we prayed for Kyle: that 
he would be saved eternally and physically. Thank you so much!
We love you all and please let us know if we can encourage or pray for you in any way!
Rachael and Dakota 

Copyright © 2020 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
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P.O. Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302
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Woodies - “Seeing Hope”



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* South Asian Unengaged Peoples
The Meda are an unengaged, unreached people group whose population is 48,500. These people are mainly in the 
Kodagu District of Karnataka, India, and their primary language is Kannada. Their main religion is Hinduism. 
This group has an interesting history of passing down folk songs orally, and they traditionally worked as basket 
weavers. Pray that believers will be able to locate, share God’s Word, and make disciples among the Meda. Pray 
that their hearts will be soft and open to hearing the Word of God. May they come to know Jesus as their Savior. 
Pray that instead of passing down folk songs orally, they will pass down stories of God’s Word and the marvelous 
sacrifice He made for us on the cross.
* Pa of Colombia
(pah) - Recently, the local missionaries who work with the Pa People Team have been talking with Pa believers in 
the church about their need to move on to another ministry. The response of the Pa leaders was this: “Mr. Henry,* 
we understand that we need to lead our people and to share the gospel message. We are not ready. Please stay a 
little longer and teach us how to lead our people. Teach us how to share the gospel message better!” Pray as Henry 
works to develop a leadership training track for indigenous leaders. Pray for the hearts and minds of these leaders 
to be open to what God will do to in molding them into strong leaders of the new Pa church. (*name changed)
* Danes of Denmark
On Wednesday, April 29, Connect Kobenhavn will hold a spring event for university students in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. This group is made up of churches and ministry partners throughout the city and has done a wonder-
ful job of connecting university students with churches and faith-based ministries through different events that 
they’ve held over the past year. Please pray that their spring event will bring in university students who are seek-
ing connection and community. Pray that these students will connect with a group that can minister to them and 
that can point them to the truth of Jesus Christ. Pray that there will be a movement of the Holy Spirit among the 
160,000 university students in Copenhagen.
* Tatars of Russia/Central Asia
(TAH-tars) - Emily,* a believer, has an opportunity to start discipleship with local friends Lisa* and Lena.* Please 
pray that they will be consistent in meeting and be able to learn a lot about what it means to follow Christ. (*names 
changed)
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Baltimore, MD
2,808,175 people live in 

metro Baltimore
73.4% of the population is 

estimated as lost
1 SBC Church for every 

9,888 Baltimore Residents

“Pray for the unity and community among our church planters.  Pray for a significant church to partner with the 
city as a whole to shine the light on what God is doing in Baltimore.  Pray for the safety of our planters and their
families.” - Clint Clifton, Baltimore Send city Missionary
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Remember, Don’t Forget 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.    ______________.
      A.   ______________ what God promised and ________ what He will do.
 - Exodus 6:2-8 
      B.   ______________ and _________ it on.
 - Exodus 10:1-2 
     C. Remember to observe it with the ______________ that it ___________.
 - Exodus 12:14 
    Video – The Beuca Family - Shout To The Lord / How Great Thou Art
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfaJTwpbALo

II.  Don’t ____________ . – Exodus 32:1-4 
     A. To forget is to ____________ .
     B. To forget is to _____________ .
     C. To forget brings ___________ .
 - Exodus 32:7-10  
    Video – Bob Fitts: I Will Bow to You
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAJzOw1Ugkw

III.  ____________ in Him and ___________ Him.
     A. Jehoshaphat was in a time of great _____________.
 - 2 Chronicles 20:1-2 
     B. Jehoshaphat was filled with ____________ .
 - 2 Chronicles 20:3 
     C. The Lord reveals ____________ and His __________.
 - 2 Chronicles 20:13-17 
     D. Jehoshaphat’s responds in _____________ and _____________  praise!
 - 2 Chronicles 20:18-22 
    Video – Way Maker | Caleb and Kelsey Worship Cover
     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-duG0KuYU4


