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Nobody But Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

The song “Nobody” by Casting Crowns is a song
that talks about the love and grace
of Jesus Christ as He loves the
“Nobodies” https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jmoVfAePenw.
The words of the 1st verse go: “Why You ever chose
me, Has always been a mystery. All my life, I’ve been
told I belong, At the end of a line With all the other
Not-Quites, With all the Never-Get-It-Rights. But it
turns out they’re the ones You were looking for All
this time.” Then the chorus goes: “‘Cause I’m just
a nobody trying to tell everybody, All about Somebody who saved my soul. Ever since You rescued me,
You gave my heart a song to sing. I’m living for the
world to see nobody but Jesus.”
Today is Easter Sunday, April 12th, 2020 and it is
probably an Easter like no other you have ever
experienced before. Some are quite upset that “the
government” is taking away our rights to gather to
worship. Some are not upset, but rather depressed.
Depressed because their lives have changed drastically and the isolation for what seems like a long
time has been depressive.
However, on this Easter Sunday, I would like to
encourage you to rejoice!!! There are great reasons
to have overwhelming joy. If you are like me, there
are many, many times when I feel like a Nobody.
Wishing that I was a Somebody, but realizing that as
far as the world is concerned, I am a Nobody. HOWEVER, the song continues by saying, “But it turns
out they (people like me) are the ones You were looking for all this time.” Yeah!!!! He has always been
looking for people just like you and me. When you
personalize John 3:16, this truth becomes very plain
to see. “For God so loved the world (He loved ME).
That He gave His only begotten Son (because of His
tremendous and unfailing love, God gave us Jesus,
His one and only Son). That whosoever believes in

Him (that “whosoever” includes you and me), should
not perish but have everlasting life. Isn’t this a great
reason to rejoice?
Today, although we cannot gather together, He is with
us! The well-known poem, Footprints in the Sand,
may give us good insight into how Jesus is with us.
Jesus is probably carrying us as we are all trying to
navigate through these very distressing times. With
the possibility of sickness and death all around us, it
is so comforting to know that Jesus is
with us and that He will never leave us.
Therefore, I would like to encourage
you to let the light of Jesus shine brightly through you today and let it become
like a beacon shining for all to see. The
power of Easter today, becomes evident
when we personally let Jesus use us to His excitement and joy to change us into people who shine for
Jesus. This change will be evident to those closest to
you like your family, your neighbors, your friends,
your co-workers, and all of those who you have contact with. We are not Nobodies! We are Somebodies
because Jesus loves us, saves us, and shines through
us.
This Easter, we are not to be saddened by the spread
of the COVID-19 virus, but we should rejoice that
Jesus died and rose from the grave to set us free
from our sins and to give us the eternal promise of
Heaven. The joy that Jesus gives to us should also
set us free from the fear and depression of this virus.
We need to take advantage of the opportunities that
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Nobody But Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

this virus is giving us to grow in our love and obedience to Jesus Christ. Many of us have more time on
our hands than we know what to do with. Let me suggest that you consider doing two things. First, to
use the time to grow in your knowledge of the Bible and God’s love for you. Then, finally to seek to love
others the way that Jesus loves you. Take the opportunities that this situation is providing to volunteer to
help others who need help. Seek out the growing list of opportunities that are growing right here in Maui
County.
God bless you all and please take heart. God is with us and He desires to bless us by using us. Let Him
use you!
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Electronic Giving Now Available
Go to our website at vifmaui.com
and click on the GIVE button
at the top of the webpage.
Follow the prompts or
Text vifmaui to 77977 or
You can also mail a check
to our new mailing address:
Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle
Wailuku, HI 96793
“Thank you”
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THE LOVE OF EVANGELISM
(Obedience of Evangelism Part 2 of 2)
Last week, I shared with you that all who profess the name of Jesus Christ must be committed to the work of
evangelism. I shared with you that evangelism glorifies God and shows love for our neighbors. And that these
two reasons are true and sufficient because the Great Commandment tells us so. Last week I focused on the first
reason and concluded that evangelism glorifies God because it makes God known to the world. This week let
me share with you how evangelism shows love to our neighbor.
That we are commanded to love our neighbor is without dispute. Jesus tells us that we are his disciples if we
love another. (John 13:35). So how does evangelism fulfill the command to love one another? We are very familiar with the Great Commission (Mat. 28:18-20), and often use this as our proof text that we must be about
the mission of evangelism.
Let me offer to you another verse:
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
Brothers and sisters, Christ has given us the ministry of reconciliation! The joy of sins forgiven and eternal life
with God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ is ours to share with the world! During this harsh time of the
COVID-19 pandemic we all pray that we could heal our neighbors. Well, you have a greater power then this,
you have the ministry of reconciliation, the very power to bring new life to your neighbors.
Several weeks prior, I wrote about the power of prayer and that Jesus tell us in John 14:12 that we will do greater
works then he. These are the greater works that we will do which Jesus spoke about. We have the power to
raise the dead to life! Ezekiel 37 tells us of the Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones, where Ezekiel is commanded:
Ezekiel 37:12-14 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
12
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD;
I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
And
					
(continued on next page)
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Continued...
Ezekiel 37:23-24 (ESV) [my emphasis added in bold]
23
They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and
they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall
all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes.
Jeremy Camp’s song titled “Same Power” has these words: “the same power that rose Jesus from the dead lives
in us”, which is a paraphrase of Romans 8:11. (In true VIF fashion, I attach the video link here.
https://youtu.be/7NcEkEeghYQ). As God has given the Spirit to us, the ministry of reconciliation is the speaking
of the breath (ie: Spirit) upon the valley of dry bones to bring those who are dead to life. And all this is from God
who does this through his Spirit.
And this is our ministry. Who does not desire this ministry?
Jesus tells us:
John 15:13-15 (ESV)
13
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do
what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing;
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.
If you are not evangelizing your neighbors, you are only showing proof that you are not a servant of Christ, you
have not the Spirit and you remain dead in your sins. Evangelism shows the greatest love to our neighbors because there is nothing greater than the gift of eternal life. This is why the apostle Paul earlier wrote to the church
at Corinth, “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2). When
we share the gospel, we are not only giving hope to all, we, through the ministry of reconciliation and by the
Spirit, are raising the dead to life!
This Easter morning, as we praise and worship the God who raised Jesus from the dead for our sins, our reconciliation, let us not forget our neighbors whom Jesus also loves and has given to us this great ministry of reconciliation to bring to them this same joy of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. We should not be mourning that
thousands are dying of COVID-19, but that thousands of so called “believers”, worshiping this Easter morning,
care nothing of the ministry of reconciliation and evangelism to bring eternal life to all the world. Millions die
each year without Christ because Christians know not the love of evangelism. Why should we fear COVID-19?
Fear God who can destroy both soul and body in hell. (Mat. 10:28).
Let us be faithful ambassadors then, and boldly take up our cross and follow Christ, “who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
(Hebrews 12:2). Jesus said “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations.” (Matthew 28:18-19a). In other words, Go love your neighbor.
Soli Deo Gloria!
David Potter, a slave after God’s own heart (I pray).
Amen.
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MISSION NEWS
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Send Relief Ministry Centers
Each Ministry Center is designed to
teach churches how to meet needs and
change lives. The goal is to inspire
people to action and provide the resources and experience to successfully
establish or grow a similar ministry in
their area.
Pray for the impact of these ministry centers to be multiplied by the people who are trained to be multiplied by the
people who are trained and sent back to their own communities. SendRelief.org/ministrycenters

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* East Asian Peoples
“In March we asked you to pray for the Asia Baptist Network that was to be held March 3-5. This conference was
cancelled due to the coronavirus. We thank the Lord that it has been rescheduled for November. Please continue
to lift up all the logistics that need to be made to ensure this happens in November. Pray also that those who were
planning to attend will still be able to attend. Pray for all who will be able to attend to be encouraged as they partner
together to further the work that God has planted upon their hearts. Let us also continue to pray for all those who
have been affected by the coronavirus.”
* Peoples of Madagascar
Located off the east coast of Africa, the large island of Madagascar is home to many indigenous plants and animals
and more than 26 million people from at least 18, and possibly as many as 30, distinct people groups. Though each
tribe is unique, the Malagasy (pronounced mal-uh-GAS-ee) people as a whole are known for their hospitality, their
ancestor veneration, and their many taboos. Rice is a staple of their diet, with many in the coastlands eating cassava
and sweet potatoes. Most of the rural peoples are subsistence farmers, struggling to survive amid lengthy droughts.
The island’s few large cities are home to many striving to make a living through small roadside shops and manual
labor. Some more educated people are fortunate enough to have teaching or government jobs. Family’s very important to the Malagasy, especially extended family relationships that tie individual families back to their ancestors.
Most look to the ancestors as mediators, helping the living to gain blessing and care from a distant creator god. The
geography of Madagascar is diverse: A three-day drive can pass through dry scrub brush, lush coastal mountains,
rainforests, fertile grasslands, and wet rice terraces. Some people groups remain isolated, with little to no gospel
witness. Some areas have many churches but struggle to understand the gospel message. Other areas lack access to
Scripture. In still other areas, faithful, growing believers are praying and working to take the gospel to the rest of
their island. Pray for the salvation of the peoples of Madagascar.
* Pakistan
The COVID-19 virus has surfaced in Pakistan, and the authorities are trying to contain it well. Local people are
fearful, schools and many businesses have closed for periods of time, and healthcare is limited, at best. Please pray
for believers in Jesus to bring hope, prayer support, and a gospel witness in these uncertain times.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar
17

May 2020

June 2020

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
20 6:30 pm - Youth Night

1
3
6

24

8
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
10 6:30 pm - Youth Night
11 Kamehameha Day Holiday Office Closed
13 8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
14 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustee Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

7

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
- Memorial Day Holiday Office Closed
25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
27 6:30 pm - Youth Night
31 9:00 am - Worship Service
		
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm - Youth Night
8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group
9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

		

15 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
17 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
Mailing Address: 251 Pualalea Circle, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

PRAYER MEETING MONDAY EVENINGS
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/18/20)
6:30 PM

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
(Temporarily Cancelled - Est. to Resume 5/17/20)

Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship
@ 9 AM SUNDAY MORNING

Worship/Study 6:00 pm
Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?

Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon. Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.
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Who’s In Control
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. ___________and _____________. – Luke 22:41-44
A. Jesus’ ____________.
B. The Lord strengthens you to do _______ ______. – 2 Thessalonians 3:2-3
II. Help ___________. – Luke 23:34
A. ___________.
B. _________ ______.
C. ___________.
III. Help ______________. – Luke 23:46
A. His ___________ Life.
B. His Life of ____________ and ______________.
C. Used God’s help right up to the ________.
D. Depended on God’s help as He faced the
III. ___________. - Luke 23:47-48
A. What __________ believe?
B. What ____________believes?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J83k_8xXUU
C. What God has ______________? – John 3:16-17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KOBSu_A4LU&t=150s
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